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PREFACE 

To  the  SECOND  VOLUME. 

WHEN  the  firft  volume  was  print- 
ed, I  had  not  feen  the  *  Political 

*  Annals'  of  the  American  Colonics,  pub- 
liflied  in  1780,  by  George  Chalmers,  Efq. 
This  gentleman,  being  in  England,  was 
favored  with  fome  advantages,  of  which 
I  was  deftitute;  having  accefs  to  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  from  the  firft  eftablifhment 
of  that  Board.  He  feems  to  poflefs  the 
diligence  and  patience  which  are  necefla- 
ry  in  a  hiftorian  5  but  either  through  in- 
advertence or  want  of  candor,  has  made 
fome  mifreprefentations  refpeSing  New- 
Hampftiire,  on  which  I  fhall  take  the  lib- 
erty to  remark. 

In  page  49 1 ,  fpeaking  of  the  firft  Coun- 
cil, of  which  Prefident  Cutts  was  at  the 
head,  he  fays,  *  they  refufed  to  take  the 
'  accuftomed  oaths,  as  the  Englifh  law 

*  required,  becaufe  liberty  of  confciencc 

*  was  allowed  them/  In  the  firft  volume 
of  my  hiftory,  page  176, 1  have  faid,  *  they 

A  2  *  pubYifti^A 
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*  publifhed  the  commiffion  and  took  the 
'  oaths  /  for  which  I  cited  the  Council 
records ;  and  on  recurring  to  them,  I  find 
the  following  entry,  in  the  hand  writing 
ef  Elias  Stileman,  Secretary. 

"- "January  zi,  1679 — 80. 
*  His  Majefty's  Commiflioners,  nomy- 
^  nated  in  faid  commiffion,  tooke  their 

*  refpe6live  oathes,  as  menconed  in  faid 
'  commiffion,' 

That  the  oaths  were  really  taken,  is  a 
fa6l  beyond  all  dtfpute ;  but  if  there  is 
any  ground  for  what  Mr.  Chalmers  is 
pleafed  to  call  a  refufaU  it  muft  have  been 
fefpefting  the  form  of  fwearing ;  which 
was  ufually  done  here  by  lifting  the  hand, 
and  not  by  laying  it  oni  the  bible,  as  was 
the  form  in  England.  Was  it  a  forced 
conff ruction  of  the  claufe  refpefting  lib- 
erty  of  confcienee,  to  fuppofe,  that  this 
indulgence  was  granted  to  them  ?  What 
other  ufe  could  they  have  made  of  this 
liberty,  than  to  a<5l  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  confciences  ?  Is  it  then  con- 
fiftent  with  candor,  to  publifli  an  afler- 
tion,  fo  worded  as  to  admit  the  idea,  that 
thefe  gentlemen  refujed  to  obey  an  eflen- 
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tial  part  of  the  duty  prefcribed  by  the 
commiflion,  which  they  undertook  to  ex- 
ecute ?  Or  is  it  confiftent  with  the  charac- 
ter which  he  gives  of  thePrefident,CuTTS, 
p.  492,  that  *  he  was  allowed  to  have  been 

*  an  honeft  man  and  a  loyal  fubjeft  ?'  The 
commiflion  required  them  to  take  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  and  an  oath 
of  office,  which  laft  is  recited  in  the  com- 
miflion ;  but  not  a  word  is  faid  of  the 
mode  and  form,  in  which  the  oaths  fhould 
be  taken^  neither  was  it  faid  that  they  fliould 
be  taken  *  as  the  Englifli  law  required/ 
They  were  therefore  left  at  their  liberty,  to 
take  them  in  any  form  which  was  agreeable 
to  their  conlcience,  or  their  former  ufage. 

In  the  fame  page  (49 1 )  he  fays  ;  '  An 
^  AflTembly  was  foon  called,  which,  by 

*  means  of  the  ufual  intrigues,  was  com- 

*  pofed  of  perfons,  extremely  favorable  to 

*  the  proje6ls  of  thofc  who  now  engFofled 

*  power/  And  in  a  note  (page  507)  ^the 
^  Council  .tranfmitted  to  the  towns,  a  lifl: 
^  of  thofe  who  fliould  be  allowed  to  vote/ 

With  what  propriety  can  it  be  faid  that 
thefe  gentlemen   engrojjed  ^iO^^^Yy   when 
they  were  commillioned  by  the  King  ; 
A  J  ^u^i 
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and  it  is  acknowledged,  that  not  only  their 
appointment,  but  their  entering  on  office, 
was  contrary  to  their  inclinations  ? 

That  the  perfons  chofen  into  the  Af- 
fembly  fliould  be  '  favorable'  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  Council,  or  of  *  the  wife 
men  of  Bofton/  was  not  the  refult  of  any 
intrigues ;  but  becaufe  the  majority  of  the 
people  were  of  the  lame  mind.  As  to 
fending  ^  a  lift  of  thofe  who  fhould  be 
^  allowed  to  vote ;'  the  true  ftate  of  the 
matter  was  this.  The  commiffion  provid- 
ed for  the  calling  of  an  Affembly,  within 
three  months  after  the  Council  Ihould  be 
fworn,  by  fummons  under  leal,  *  ufnig 

*  and  obferving  therein  fuch  rules  and 
^  methods,  as  to  the  perfons  who  are  to 

*  choofe  the  deputies,  and  the  time  and 
'  place  of  meeting,  as  they  (the  Council) 

*  Ihall  judge  moft  convenient.'  The  mode 
which  they  judged  moft  convenient  was, 
to  order  the  feleft  men  of  the  four  towns, 
to  take  a  lift  of  the  names  and  eftates  of 
their  refpeftive  inhabitants,  according  to 
their  ufual  manner  of  making  taxes,  and 
fend  it  to  the  Council.  The  Council 
then  iffued  an  order,  appointing  the  per^ 

fom 
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Jim  therein  named^  to  meet  in  their  refpec- 
tive  towns,  and  eled  by  a  major  vote,  three 
perfons  from  each,  to  reprcfent  them  in 
a  general  AlSembly,  on  the  1 6th  of  March ; 
and  in  the  order,  there  is  this  provifb, 
^  Provided  that  wee  do  not  intend  that 
'  what  is  now  done  be  prefidential  for 
'  the  futare,  and  that  it  ihall  extend  noe 
^farther,  tlian  to  the  calling  this  firft 
'  affembly/ 

Now  as  the  rules  and  methods  of  call- 
ing an  afiembly,  and  the  perfons  who  were 
to  choofe  deputies,  were  left  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  Council;  what  more  proper 
method  could  they  have  taken,  than  to 
call  for  a  lift  of  the  inhabitants  and  their 
eftates,  and  by  that  means  to  determine, 
who  were  qualified  in  point  of  property 
and  habitancy  to  be  eleftors  ?  And  as  the 
numbers  were  few,  and  the  perfons  well 
known,  was  it  not  as  proper  to  name 
them  at  once,  in  the  writs,  as  to  eftablifh 
qualifications,  and  appoint  other  perfons 
to  judge  of  thofe  qualifications  \  efpecially 
when  there  was  no  law  in  force  by  which 
they  could  be  judged  ?  It  is  obfervable  that 
each  voter  was  ordered  to  take  the  oath  of  al- 
A  4  legiance;, 
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legiance  if  he  had  not  taken  it  before;  and 
in  the  lift  of  names  in  the  book,  a  mark  is 
fet  agaihft  feveral  perfonS,  who  did  not  take 
the  oath ;  and  another  againft  thofe  who 
did  not  appear  at  the  ele6lion*  Has  this 
the  appearance  of  intrigue  ? 
^   In  page  492,  he  fays,  *  they  were  cx- 

*  tremely  flow  in  conforming  to  prefent 

*  requifitions,  and  pafTed  no  laws  during 
'  the  firft  feflion/  Having  again  eonfult- 
ed  the  records,  I  find  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Council  this  entry,  ^  At  a  general  Affem- 
<blyheld  in  Portfmouth,  the  i6th  of 
^  March,  1679 — 80.  Prefent,  &c.  Sundry 

*  laws  and  ordinances  made  at  this  fejjion 

*  are  in  another  booke,  for  that  purpofe.' 

In  that  other  book,  a  body  of  laws 
is  recorded,  in    the    fame    hand  writ- 
ing,   viz.    of  Stileman    the    Secretary, 
^  which  bears  the  following  title ;  *  The 

*  general  laws  and  liberties  of  the  Province 

*  of  New-Hampfliire,  made  by  the  gene- 
fral  Aflemblyin  Portfmouth,  the  i6th 
y  day  of  March,  1679 — 80,  and  approved 
\  by  the  Prefident  and  Council/ 

|t  appears  from  the  books,  that  this 

Aflembly 
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Affembly  held  four  feffions  within  the 
year,  viz.  on  the  i6th  of  March,  the  7th 
(rf  June,  the  12th  of  Oftotcr,  and  the  7th 
of  December.  As  there  is  not  a  particular 
date  to  each  law,  but  the  whole  code  bears 
the  date  of  the  firft  feffion  in  March ;  it 
may  fairly  be  inferred,  that  the  bufinefs 
was  begun  in  the  firft  feffion,  and  conti- 
nued through -the  other  three ;  and  when 
completed,  was  immediately  fent  to  Eng- 
land 5  for  Mr.  Chalmers  himfelf  tells  us,n' 
that  ^  the  laws  which  they  tranfmitted,  in 
conformity  to  their  Conftitution,  had 
not  the  good  fortune  to  pleafe,  and  were 
difapproved  of,  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Plantations,  in  Dec.  1681/ 
From  this  ftatement  it  may  be  conclud- 
ed, that  they  were  not  flower  in  *  eflaying 

*  their  legiflative  talents,'  than  the  necef- 
fity  of  proceeding  with  due  deliberation  re-? 
quired ;  and  that  there  was  no  juft  caufe  for 
the  reproach  which  he  has  caft  upon  them. 

In  page  494,  he  gives  this  account  of 
the.  charafter  of  the  people  of  New- 
Hampfliire.  ^  WhenCRANFiELD  arrived, 

*  he  found  the  Province  containing  four 
•thoufand  inhabitants>  extremely  poor 

from. 
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*  from  the  devaftation  of  the  Indian  war. 

*  But  when  he  fpoke  contemptuoufly  of 

*  the  country  which  he  had  been  feijt  to 

*  rule,  he  feems  not  to  have  reflefted,  that 

*  all  Colonies  had  once  known  the  like 

*  paucity  of  numbers,  the  fame  weaknefs, 
^  and  the  fam^  poverty  ;  animated  only 

*  by  a  dijjtmilar  fpirit  from  that  of  New- 

*  Hampfhire,  which  now  difdained  that 

*  independence  on  her  neigbbourSy  that  other 
^  Provinces  had  contended  for,  with  en- 

*  thufigfm.  And  other  plantations,  aftu* 
^  ated  by  very  different  maxims,  had  not 
^  complained,  even  in  their  weakeft  days, 
I  of  their  inability  to  defend  their  fron- 
^  tiers,  againft  the  attacks  of  a  foe,  that 

*  has  never  proved  dangerous,  except  to 

*  the  effeminate^  the  faftious,  or  the  cow^ 
^  ardly.  When  New  Plimouth  confifted 
^  only  of  two  hundred  perfons,  of  all  ages 
^  and  fexes,  it  repulfed  its  enemies  and  fe- 

*  cured  its  borders,  with  a  gallantry  wor- 

*  thy  of  its  parent  country ;  becaufe  it 

*  flood  alone,  in  the  defert,  without  hope 

^  of  aid/ 
That  the  people  of  New- Hampfhire 

ever  deferved  the  chaxafter  of  effeminate  or 

'  cnvardly^ 
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moardly^  can  by  no  means  be  admitted. 
Innumerable  fa6ls   evince  the  contrary 
beyond  a  doubt.     Had  this  author  ever 
refided  among  them,  efpecially  in  time  of 
war,  he  vsrould  have  thought  quite  other- 
wife  of  them.     That  the  native  favages 
have  *  never  proved  a  dangerous  foe,  to 
*  any  but  the  effeminate,  the  fadlious  and 
'  the  cowardly,'  is  an  affertion  totally  un- 
founded. Their  manner  of  attacking  was 
always  by  furprife,  and  the  braveft  and 
beft  men  may  fometimcs  be  deficient  in 
vigilance,  where  no  fufpicion  of  danger 
cxifts. 
If  the  people  of  Nevr-Hampftiire  Mif- 

'  ddned  independence/  let  it  be  confidercd, 
that  they  had  been,f  or  about  40  years,  con- 
nefted  with  Maffachufetts,  to  their  mutual 
fetisfaftion ;  and  the  propofed  *  indepen- 
*  dence*  which  he  means  was  but  another 
name  for  fubjeflion  to  a  landlord.  When 
independence,  in  its  genuine  meaning, 
became  neceffary,  in  1776,  they  freely 
joined  with  their  -brethren  in  afferting  it, 
and  in  bravely  defending  it. 

Without  any  difparagement  to  the  firft 
fettlers  of  Plymouth,  who,  from  the  year 
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1643,  were  prote6led  by  a  confederacy  of 
the  four  New-England  Colonies,  it  may 
with  truth  be  faid,  that  the  people  of 
New-Hampfhire  were  never  behind  them, 
in  vigorous  exertions  for  their  own  de- 
fence, when  they  were  condu^led  by  offi- 
cers in  whom  they  could  place  confidence ; 
but  in  Cranfield's  time,  there  was  no  war 
with  the  Indians  -,  though  he  attempted  to 
frighten  them  into  an  apprehenfion  of 
danger,  from  the  Indians,  to  lerve  his  own 
purpofes. 

The  account  which  Mr.  Chalmers  gives 
of  Cranfield's  adminiftration  differs  not 
very  materially  from  mine,  except  in  one 
inftance.  He  reprefents  *  the  minifters  as 
'  very    attentive    to    him,   becaule  they 

*  deemed  him  gained  over  to  the  Independ- 

*  ents.*  I  have  met  with  no  evidence  of 
this ;  the  deception,  if  any,  muft  have  been 
very  ftiort  lived. 

Mr.  Chalmers  fays  nothing  of  the  profe- 
cution  of  Moody,  and  of  Cranfield's  en- 
deavours to  ruin  him,  for  his  non-con- 
formity to  the  Church  of  England  s  but 
tells  us  that  he  ^deemed  it  unfafe,  to're- 

*  main  any  longer  among  the  minifters, 

*  who 
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*  who  ruled  an  enthufiaflic  people,  with 

*  the  fame  fway  as  did  the  popifh  clergy 
^  during  the  darkeft  ages  ;'  and  that  in  his 
letters  to  England,  he   'gave  warning, 

*  that  while  the  clergy  were  allowed  to 

*  preach,  no  true  allegiance  would  be 
'  found  in  thofe  parts/  This  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  corroborating  evidence  of  his 
bigotry  and  intolerance.  Truth  obliges  me 
to  add,  that  his  opponents  were  not  defici- 
ent inthofe  unhappy  qualities,  which  were 
too  much  in  f  afhion  among  all  parties  in 
that  age.  t 

Mr.  Chalmers  concludes  his  account  of 
New-Harapfhire  in  thefe  words.    *  Being 

*  excluded  from  the  charter  granted  to 

*  Maffachufctts,  it  has  continued  to  the 
'  prefeiit  time,  a  different,  though  inconjtd^ 

*  erabk  fettlement ;  irregular  and  faftious 

*  in  its  economy,  affording  no  precedents 

*  that  may  be  of  exemplary  ufe  to  other 

*  Colonies.'  What  juftice  there  is  in  this 
remark,  the  reader  will  be  able  to  deter- 
mine, from  the  following  portion  of  its 
hiftory,  which,  after  much  unavoidable 
delay,  is  now  fubmitted  to  his  perufal. 

BoJUn^  Auguft  t,  179X. 
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^miion  of  Governor  Sjiute,  and 
mantSy  Vaughan  and  Went- 


3EVAUGHAN,Efq.wasthe  , 

Df  Major  William  Vaughan, 
len  fo  ill  ufed  by  former  Gov* 
:  had  fufFered  fo  much  in  the 
country,  that  the  advancement 
,  to  the  office  of  Lieutenant 
N2iS  efteemed  a  mark  of  particu- 
From  the  Crown  to  the  Prov- 
i  fmgular  gratification  to  the 
n  in  the  decline  of  life.  The 
Governor  had  been  employed 
ince,  as  their  agent  in  England, 

their  defence  againft  Allen, 
vas  taken  notice  of,  by  fome 

quality  and  influence,  with 
father  had  been  connefled; 
:m  he  was  recommended  as  a 
or  the  honor  to  which  he  was 
ced. 

J  had  arrived,  and  opened  his 
L  s  Dudley,  though  not  actually 
fuperfeded, 
B 


oa.  13. 
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1715.  fuperfeded,  yet  daily  expefting  BurgoffB 
^""^^    fucceed  him,  did  not  think  it  proper  ta 

come  into  the  Province,  or  perform  anj 
afts  of  government;   fo  that,  during  ^ 
Not.  8,     year,  Vaughan  had  the  fole  command.   In'  ^ 
this  time  he  called  an  Aflembly,  who  grant-  * 
ed  him  the  produ6l  of  the  impoft  and  cx; 
cife,  for  one  year,  but  refufed  to  eftablifh 

1716.  thefe  duties  for  any  longer  time  ;  upqn 
^•-v-^    which  he  diflblved  them,  and  called  anoth- 

'  er ;  to  whom  he  recommended,  in  a  ftyle, 
RwoTdl!^    too  peremptory,  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
perpetual  revenue  to  the  Crown  j  a  matter 
in  which  he  had  been  fo  much  engaged, 
MS  letter   that  whilc  in  England,  '  he  prefentdi  a 
Aihu'rft^to  *  memorial  to  the  King  and  Miniftry,  to 
Mather.     ^  brfug  Ncw-England  into  the  land  tax  of 
"^  Great  Britain ;  and  propofed  that  a  Re- 
^  ceiverfhould  be  appointed  by  the  Crown/ 
The  Aflembly  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
public  charges  might  be  defrayed  in  the 
ufual  manner,  by  an  equal  tax  on  polls 
and  efliates ;  and  declined  laying  an   im- 
poft, or  entering  on  any,  but  the  common 
bufinefs  of  the  year,  till  the  arrival  of  a 
Governor, 
oa.  17.         When  Governor  Shute  came  to  the 
chair,  feveral  of  the  old  Counfellors  were 
laid  afide,  and  fix  new  ones  appointed,  all 

of 
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bf  whom  were  inhabitants  of  Portfmouth.  I7i6* 
That  town,  at  the  fame  time,  was  unhap-  '^^^^ 
pily  agitated  by  a  coritroverfy,  which  had 
for  forae  years  fubfifted  between  the  two 
parifhes.  This  had  not  only  imbittered 
the  minds  of  the  people,  but  had  preju- 
diced fome  of  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
dl  and  Affembly ;  fo  as  to  affe6l  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Legiflature,  and  break  the 
harmony,  which  had  been  preferved  ih  that 
body,  during  the  preceding  adminiftra- 
tion.  The  Governor,  in  his  firft  fpeech 
to  the  Affembly,  took  notice  of  their  divi-  u-^*^  * 
fion,  and  advifed  them  to  unanimity*  J"'  '°* 
They  thanked  him  for  his  advice,  but  re- 
monftrated  againft  the  removal  of  the  old  J"-  *3» 
Ctounfellors,  and  the  confining  of  the  neW 
appointments,  both  in  the  Council  and  the 
Judicial  Courts,  to  refidents  in  one  town, 
as  being  contrary  to  former  ufage,  and  giv- 
ing an  advantage,  to  the  trading,  above  the 
landed  intereft.  This,  they  faid,  was  the 
reafon  that  an  impoft  could  not  now  be 
obtained,  and  that  the  whole  burden  of 
taxes  was  laid  on  the  hufbandman,  and  the 
laborer,  who  had  been  greatly  impover- 
ifhed  by  the  late  war.  The  Governor 
wifely  avoided  an  anfwer  to  this  remon- 
ftrance,  by  putting  it  on  the  Council,  who 

were 
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1 717.  were  a  party  in  the  controverfy.  tfecf 
JJ^p^  Council  y  in  th^r  anfwer,  acknowledged 
that  the  Province  liad  been  much  diftrefC. 
ed  by  the  war ;  but  had  in  a  great  meafure 
recovered ;  that  there  would  have  been  no 
oppofition  to  an  impoft,  if  the  Repreferi- 
tatives  had  agree4  to  an  aft  of  export,  ac- 
cording to  the  praftice  in  England;  that 
the  King,  had  a  right  to  appoint  his  Coun- 
fellors,  from  any  part  of  the  Province ; 
that  it  was  an  affront  to  the  prerogative  ta 
find  fault  with  the  exercife  of  this  rights 
and  that  it  was  moft  convenient  for  the 
affairs  of  government,  efpecially  upon  fud- 
den  emergencies^  that  the  Council  fliould 
refide  near  the  feat  of  government.  This 
anfwer  might  have  appeared  deeent  enough 
if  they  had  not  added,  that  they  were  *gen- 

*  tlemen  of  the  bcft  quality,  ^and  greateft 

*  ability  to  ferve  the  government,  in  that 

*  ftation ;  and  had  as  good  or  better  cftates 
•^in  land;  and  land  fecuritics,  than  any  in 

*  the  Houfe,  and  not  inferior  tathe  gen-' 

*  tlemen  who  were  laid  afide.' 

While  thefe  altercations  were  in  hand 
there  was  a  great  complaint  of  the  fcarci- 
ty  of  money,  and  ibme  expedient  was 
judged  neceflary  to  fupply  the  place  of 
cu^rrent  coin.    A  propofal  was  made  to  if- 

fue 
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itte  ten  dunifaml  pounds  in  bills,  on  loan,    171^. 
for  twenty-three  years,  at  five  per  cent,  on    ^"""^ 
land  fecurity.  In  this  both  Houfes  agreed  5  1*°.  a4. 
btit  the  next  day  the  Council  propofed  to 
enlarge  thefum  to  fiftren  thoufand  pounds, 
to  which  the  Houie  would  not  confent. 
Itht  Governor  then  ordered  the  Houfe  to 
attend  a  conference  with  the  Council; 
they  defired  to  know  oh  what  fubjeft;  he 
gave  them  no  anfwer,  but  commanded 
their  attendance.    Having  conferred  a- 
bout  the  propofed  loan  to  no  purpofe,  the 
circumftance  of  afking  on  what  fubje^ 
they  were  to  confer  was  deemed  an  affront, 
^d  fetved  as  a  pretext  for  diffolving  them. 
The  next  afiembly  was  more  pHaht,  and  ^^^^^ 
iflued  fifteen  thoufand'  pounds,  on  loan.  Records. 
fin:  jeleven  years,  at  teii  per  cent. 

A  controverfy  alfo  arofe  between  the 
Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governcr  about 
thepoww  of  the  latter,  in  the  abfencc  of 
the  former*  Vaughan  contewddd,  that 
when  the  Governor  was  prefentin  his'other 
Province,  he  was  abfent  from  New-Hiimp- 
ihire,  and  confequently  that  the  adsainif- 
tratioA  devolved  on  him.  The  pofition 
was  a  metaphyfkal  tnlth^  but  the  i^ffer- 
ence  was  to  be  meafured  by  J>6litical  ttites.  - 
Shute  alleged  that  his  comttiiffionsA,  being 

publifhed 
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.i7i7f  publiihed  and  recorded,  in  New-Hamp^. 

^''^^  ihire  and  Maflachufetts,  he  had  the  pow* 
er  of  commander  in  chief  over  both  Pro-^ 
ivinccs,  during  his  refidence  in  either ;  and 
thought  it  an  abfurdity  to  fuppofo, 
that  the  King  had  appointed  the  Goverr 
nor  commander  in  chief,  for  five  or  fix 
weeks  only  in  the  year,  and  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  during  the  reft  of  the  time;  and 
that  if  the  Lieutenant  Governor  fhould 
happen,  in  that  time,  to  ftep  over  the 
Province  line,  the  fenior  Counfellor  muft 
take  the  chair ;  this  he  faid  vsrould  make 
the  Province  'amonfter  with  three  heads/ 
The  controverfy  was  foon  brought  to  an 
iffue ;  for  Vaughan  received  an  order  from 
Shute,  while  at  Bofton,  to  appoint  a  faft, 
which  he  did  not  obey  ;  he  received  anoi- 
ther  to  prorogue  the  Affembly,  inftead  of 
which  he  diffolved  them,  without  the  ad- 
vice of  Council.  He  required  the  opinion 
of  the  Council  on  the  extent  of  his  power, 
but  they  declined  giving  it.  Penhallow, 
the  Crovernpr's  chief  friend,  was  a  warm 
ppppier  of  Vaughan's  pretenfions,  and  in- 
curred fo  much  of  his  difpleafure,  that  he 
publicly  charged  him  with  fowing  difcord 

s-pt,  »4.  in  the  govemment,  and  fulpended  him 
from  his  feat  in  Council.  On  hearing  this, 

Shute 
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Shute  hafted  to  Portfmouth,  and  having    1717. 
fummoned  the  Council,  ordered  the  King's    ^""^^ 
inftru6liontohim  for  fufpcnding  Counfel- 
Jors  to  be  read,  and  demanded  of  Vaughan 
whether  he  had  any  inftruflion  which  fu- 
perfeded  it.  He  anfwered,  No.  The  Gov- 
ernor then  afked  the  Council's   advice 
whether  the  fufpenfion  of  Penhallow  was 
legal ;  they  anfwered  in  the  negative.  He  ^^^^^^ 
then  reftored  him  to  his  feat,  and  fufpend- 
<rf  Vaughan^ 

The  Affembly,  which  Vaughan  had  af- 
fiimed  the  right  to  diflolve,  met  again,  and 
approved  the  proceedings  againft  him,  juf- 
tifying  the  conftru6lion  which  the  Gover- 
nor had  put  on  his  commiflion,  and  his 
opinion  of  the  extent  of  the  Lieutenant 
Governor's  power  5  which  was  *  to  obferve 

*  fuch  orders,  as  he  fhould  from  time  to 

*  time  receive  from  the  King  or  the  Gover- 

*  nor  in  chief/  The  Reprefentatives  of 
Hampton  prefented  a  remonftrance;  in 
which,  admitting  the  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor's opinion  that  *  when  the  Governor  is 

*  put  of  the  Province,  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 

*  erndr  is  impowered  to  execute  the  King's 

*  commiflion,'  and  aflerting  that  the  Gov- 
ernor was  not  in  the  Province  when  the  ^^^^^^ 
Lieutenant  Governor  dilFolved  the  Aflem-  Reconis. 

bly, 
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1717.  bly,  they  declared  that  they  coiild  riot  ad 
^^rrr^  with  the  Houfe,  unlefs  they  were  re-eled- 
?d.  This  remonftrance  was  deemed  ^ 
libel,  and  the  Qovernor  in  Couhcil  havihg 
futtimoned  them  before  hirti,  laid  them  un- 
der bonds  of  four  hundred  pounds  each. 
Council     for  their  good  behaviour.     He  then  iffu- 

Minutes.  .         O  ^  ^  1  •      r  t 

ed  a  proclamation,  affertmg  his  fole  pow- 
er, as  commander  in  chief;  and  declaring 
that  the.  Lieutenant  Governor  had  no  right 
penbai-     to  cxeixife  any  afts  of  goyeriiment  with- 

To  maintain  a  controverfy  with  a  fupe- 
rior  officer  on  the  extent  of  f<ower,  ecjiial- 
ly  claimed  by  both,  requires  a  delicacy  arid 
^ddtiefs  which  dbes  not  fall  to  the  lot  of 
ipVery  mart.  An  alpiririg  arid  precipitate 
temper  may  bring  on  fuch  4  coriteritiori, 
but  diiijualifies  the  perfqn  frblrti  riiariagihg 
it  with  propriety.  Had  V^ughan  propof- 
ed  to  fubmit  the  queftiori  to  the  King, 
ht  would  have  a6Ved  more  in  charafter, 
^nd  might  have  preferved  his  reputation, 
though  he  had  loft  his  power.  But  hav- 
ing offended  the  Governor,  and  diigufted 
thie  Council  arid  Affembly,  he  could  hope 
for  no  favor  from  the  Crown.  When  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  was  lent  to  Eng- 
land, Sir  William  Afhurft,  who  had  great 

intereft 
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iiitd^ft  ^  Court,  and  was  afriendtb  New-    1717. 
Englandi  and  who  grieatiy  difreliftifed  the  ^^^^ 
memorial  which  Vaughan  had  formerly  >««"Ms. 
, '  prefented  to  the  King,  feafily  found  means 
to  difphce  him  j  and  in  his  room  was  ap- 
pointed JottN  Went  WORTH,  Efq.  whofe 
comn^iflipn  lyas  pubUfhed  on  the  fevcnth 
UfPfecembfer.    Thfe  celebrated  Mr.  Adr 
jfifoh,  being  then  Siecrets^ry  of  State,  this 
CQittti^ffian  is  counterfigned  by  a  nartfe 
partictilariy  dfeat  to  the  friends  of  liberty  °"'*^' 
ami  literature. 

Jbhh  Wentworth,  Efq.  grandfon  df 
^lliam  WehtWbrth,  forrhefly  mention^ 
ei  as  one  ci£  the  ftrft  fettlers  of  the 
tountry,  h^  bi?en  in  the  early  part  of  his 
life,  cohlmander  of  i^lhSp ;  ^nd  had  acquilr- 
tti  i  handfome  ibrttlhe  by  mercantiie  in^ 
(iuftry,  Without  iny  fiiperipr  abilities  pr 
learning,  by  a  fteady  attention  to  hufinfefs, 
and  a  prttdent  obliging  d^rartmeht,  he  had 
recomitnended  himfelf  to  the  dftcem  of  the 
people.  Having  been  five  years  in  .the 
Councy,  befojt  his  appointment  as  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  he  had  carried  the  famfe 
ufeful  qualities  into  public  life,  and  pre- 
(ervecl  of  inci^eafcd  that  refpeft  which  hie 
had  acquired  in  a  private  ftation.  The 
Rancour  of  contending  parties  made  mod- 
eration 
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1717.  eration  a  neceflary  charafter  in  a  chief 
^^"^^    magiftrate  5  and  the  circumftances  of  the 
Province,  at  that  time,  required  a  perfoa 
of  experience  in  trade,  at  its  head. 

It  being  a  time  of  peace,  after  a  long 
and  diftreffing  war,  the  improvement  of 
which  the  Province  was  capable,  in  regard 
to  its  natural  productions,  lumber  and  nar 
val  ftores,  rofe  into  view  and  became  ob- 
je6ls  of  clofe  attention  both  here  and  in 
England.     As  early  as  1668,  the  govcm- 
Mtff.Ree.  Hicnt  of  Maflachufetts,  under  which  the 
Province  then  was,  had  referved  for  the 
public  ufe  all  white  pine  trees  of  twenty^ 
four  inches  in  diameter,  at  three  feet  fronj 
the  ground.     In  King  William's  reign,  9 
conneii     furvcyor  of  the  woods  was  appoiated  by 
Mmutes,  ^j^g  Crown ',  and  an  order  was  fent  to  the 
Earl  of  Bellamont,  to  caufe  a£ls  to  be  paf- 
fed  in  his  feveral  governments  for  the  prer 
fervation  of  the  white  pines.     In  170.8  a 
law  made  in  New-Hampfhire  prohibited 
Chip.  ao.  the  cutting  of  fuch  as  were  twenty-four 
inches  in  diameter,  at  twelve  inches  fronji 
the  ground,  without  leave  of  the  furvey- 
or^  who  was  inftrufted  by  the  Queen,  to 
mark  with  the  broad  arrow,  thofe  which 
were  or  might  be  fit  for  the  ufe  of  the  na- 
vy, and  to  keep  a  regifter  of  them,  What- 
ever 
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ever  feverity  might  be  ufed  in  executing    17 17* 
the  law,  it  was  no  difficult  matter  for  thofe    ^""^^^ 
who  knew  the  woods  and  were  concerned 
in  lumber,  to  evade  it  j  though  fometimes 
they  were  dete6led  and  fined.  Great  com- 
plaints were  frequently  made  of  the  de-  mss?  ' 
ftrqdliqn  of  the  royal  woods  5  every  Gov- 
ernor and  Lieutenant  Governor  had  oc-  ^°^^'^\* 
cafion  to  declaim  on  the  fubje6l  in  their  F^ccwds. 
fpeeches   and  letters  -,  it  was   a  favorite 
point  in  England,  and  recommended  them 
to  their  fuperiors  as  careful  guardians  of 
the  royal  intereft,  On  the  other  hand,  the 
people  made  ^s  loud  complaints  againft 
the  furveyor,  for  prohibiting  the  cutting 
of  pii^e  trees,  s^nd  yet  negleding  to  mark 
fuch  as  were  fit  for  mafts  3   by  which 
meatus  many  trees,  which  never  could  be 
ufed  as  mafts,  and  might  be  cu  ^nto  logs  p^nhai. 
for  fawing,  were  rotting  in  the  woodsy  »°^*«mss, 
or  the  people  who  got  them  were  expofed 
to  a  vexatious  profecution,     When  np 
furveyor  was  on  the  fpot,  the  Governor 
and  Council  appointed  fuitable  perfons  to 
take  care  that  no  wafte  (hould  be  made 
of  the  maft  trees  ;  and  thefe  officers,  with 
a  very  moderate  allowance,  performed  the 
duty,  to  mvicb  better  purpofe,  than  thofe 
who  were  fent  from  England  and  main-  AOcmb!, 
tained  at  a  great  expenfe  to  the  Crown.       ^^^^'^'-^ 

As 
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171S.      As  thofe  trees  which  grfcw  within  tWr 
^•''v^    liihits  of  the  towhihips  wfete  defemed  pri* 
vate  property,  the  people  were  defiroiis'tb 
jjct  other  townfhips  laid  out,  that  ifee  tlreei 
Jtiight  be  fecured  for  their  own  ufe.    Thii 
.    was  a  difiicijlt  point.     The  Aflembl]f,  in 
1704,  during  the  controverfy  with  ASen, 
had  explicitly  difclaimed  all  title  to  iEh* 
wafte  krids,  by  which  they  undeirftdod  all 
thofe  without  the  bounds  of  their  towns, 
The  heirs  of  Allen  kept  i  jealoUs  eyfe  u{)* 
on  them.    Uflier,  who  claimed  by  ffiort-^ 
gage  from  Governor  Allen,  wais  ftjll  living, 
^  .  ^  and  was  daily  invitins:  purchafer?  by  ad^ 
coorantt.   veitifenjents.     The   heir  of  Sir  Gharics 
Hobby,  whofe  claim  was  founded  cAijpyl"^ 
f  hafe  from  Thomas  Allen,  had  offered  hk 
title  to  the  Aflembly,  but  they  hiad  rcftifed 
it.    Tht  creditors  of  Hobby's  eftate  had 
applied  for  letters  of  adminiftratioil  5  and 
though  the  matter  had  been,  by  the  Judge 
Aflembly    dFProbate,rubmittcd  to  the  General  Court, 
Records.    ^^  i^y  ^^^  qdvice  fufpcuded,  yet  the  let- 
ters had  been  granted.  Alleh's  other  heirs 
were  in  a  ftate  of  minority  in  Engllnd^  but 
their  guardian  was  attentive  to  their  intereft. 
The  controverfy  had  become  more  complex 
Print,  fttte  thau  bcfore  5  and  the  claimants,  however 
title.  "'  multiplied  in  number  and  difcordant  in  their 

views. 
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intws^  yet  hadanintereft  feparate  from  171 8. 
that  of  the  public.  The  royal  determina- 
tion CDuW  not  be  had,  but  on  an  appeal 
from  a  verdift  at  law  ;  but  no  fuits  were 
now  pending;  nor  could  the  lands  be 
gr?tnt^  by  royal  charter,  without  feem- 
iqg  to  intrench  on  the  property  of  the 
d^mants.  Notwithftai^dmg  thefe  difR- 
colti^.,  the  iieceflity  of  extending  the  fet-* 
tiements,  and  improving  the  natural  ad- 
Vantages  of  the  Gountry,^  was  too  apparent 
to  bje  negkfted- 

Great  quantities  of  iron  ore  ^ere  found 
TO  many  places  i  and  it  was  in  eontem-    J^ 
|)lati<m  to  ereft  forges  on  Ibme  of  the  riv- 
ers, and  to  introduce  foreign  artifts  and 
lahoriprs  to  refine  it.  A  law  was  made  laying 
i  penalty  of  ten  pounds  per  ton,  on  the  Lawt 
tranfporting  of  it  out  of  the  province  -,  but  ^^'^'^ 
for  the  further  encouragement  of  the  man- 
Iifa6i:ure,  it  was  dcen^d  neceflary,  that  fome 
laads  fhould  be  appropriated,  to  the  pur- 
pofc  of  fupplying  with  fewel,  the  iron 
woiics  which  were  to  be  ere6ted,  on  Lam-  comcit 
prey  river,  and  of  fettling  the  people  who 
were  to  be  employedin  that  fervice.  On  this 
Qccafion,  it  was  reeolkfted,  that  in  1672, 
while  this  Province  was  fubjeft  to  thcr 
Maflachufetts  government,  and  after  the 

town 


Minntet^ 
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17 19.  town  of  PortfmoUth  had  iriade  a  liberal 

^^  •     contribution  for  the  rebuilding  of  Harvard 

College,  a  promife  hatd  been  m^de  by  the 

General  Court  to  grant  to  that  town  a 

quantity  of  *  land  for  a  village,  when  they 

Maff.Rcc.  '  ^c)uld  declare  to  th6  court  the  place 
^  where  they  defired  it/  Upon  this,  a  pc* 
tition  was  prefelited  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  praying  for  a  fulfilment  of  this 
promife  ;  and  after  fome  hefitation,  fl 
grant  was  made  of  a  flip  o(  land  two 

Council     miles  in  breadth,  above  the  head  line  of 

.  *^ '^"'  Dover,  for  the  ufe  of  the  iron  works,  which 
was  called  the  *  renewing  a  grant  former* 
*  ly  made/  This  Was  known  by  the  name 
of  the  two  mile  flip,  and  it  was  ^terward 
included  in  the  townfliip  of  Barrington, 

In  fome  parts  of  the  Provin^ce,  were 
many  pitch  pine  trees,  unfit  for  mafts,  but 
capable  of  yielding  tar  and  turpentine.  A 
monopoly  of  this  manufafture  had  been 
attempted  by  a  company  of  merchants  j 

cofircii     tut  when  maiiy  thoufand  trees  were  pre- 

Minutes*  ^  *■ 

pared  for  ufe  they  were  deftroyed  by  un- 
Laws.       known  hands.     Afterward  a  law  was. 
^^^^  '^'    made  providing  that  tar  fliould  be  receiv- 
ed in  lieu  of  taxes,  at  twenty  fliillings  per 
barrel.     This  encouraged  the  making  of 
Chap.  94.  it  for  fome  time.  Another  law  laid  a  pen- 
alty 
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alty  on  tjie  injuring 'of  trees  for  drawing  171 9. 
turpentine.  But  private  intereft  was  too  ^"^"^ 
iifong  to  be  countera6led  by  a  fenfe  oi 
public  utility.  Too  many  incifions  being 
made  in  the  trees  at  once,  they  were  foon 
deftroyed  -,  and  as  thofe  which  were  near 
at  hand  became  fcarce,  the  manufacture 
was  gradually  difcontinued. 

Hemp  was  another  objeft.  Some  had 
been  fown,  and  from  the  fpecimen  of  its 
growth,  much  advantage  was  expefled. 
An  a^  w^  made  to  encourage  it ;  and  it  ^^P-54f 
was  allowed  to  be  received  at  the  trealury, 
m  lieu  of  money,  at  one  fhilling  per  pound. 
But  as  there  was  fcarcely  land  enough  in 
cultivation,  for  the  produ6tion  of  corn,  it 
was  vain  to  think  of  raifing  a  lefs  neceffa- 
ry  commodity. 

The  Parliament  of  England  was  atten- 
tive to  the  advantages  which  might  be  de- 
rived to  the  nation  from  the  Colonies,  to 
which  they  were  particularly  incited  by 
the  war,  which  at  this  time  raged  between 
Sweden  and  Ruflia,  the  grand  marts  for 
naval  ftores  in  Europe.  A  duty  which 
had  been  paid  on  lumber  imported  from 
America,  was  taken  off-,  and  this  was  ef- 
teemed  fo  great  a  favor  to  New-Hamp- 
(hire  that  the  Aflembly  thanked  Shute  for  r,coTaIJ 

the 
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1719.  the  (hare  he  had  in  dbtaining  it.  Alwiit 
*^^  the  fame  titncj  an  a6t  of  Parliament  was 
jriade  for  the  prefervation  of  the  white 
pines.  Penalties  in  proportion  to  the  fize 
of  the  treesi  were  laid  on  the  Cutting  of 
thofe  which  grew  without  the  bounds  of 
townfliipsj  and  for  the  greater  terrdfi 
thefe  penalties  Were  to  be  recoyef  edt  by  the! 
oath  of  one  witnefs^  in  a  court  of  Admi- 
ralty 5  where  a  Angle  Judge,  appointed  by 
the  Crown,  and  removeable  at  pleafiire^ 

Statute  of  determined  the  caufe  without  a   Jury^ 

&V/   While  this  bill  was  pending,  Henry  New- 
man^  the  agent  for  New-Hampfhire,  peti-  • 

m  peti-   tioned  againft  the  fevcrity  of  it,  but  with-* 
out  efFeft* 

Great  inconvfenieiicies  had  arifeii  fdt 
want  of  a  due  fettlement  of  the  limits  of 
the  Province.  The  people  who  lived 
near  the  fuppoled  line,  were  fometimes 
taxed  in  both  Provinces,  and  were 
liable  to  arrefts  by  the  officers  of 
both  5  and  fome  times  the  officers  them- 
felves  were  at  variance,  and  imprifoned 
each  other.  Several  attempts  had  been 
made  to  remove  the  ^Jifficulty,  and  letters 
frequently  pafled  between  the  two  Courts 
on  the  fubjeft,  in  confequence  of  petitions 
and  complaints  from  the  borderers.    In 

1716 
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1716,  Cditiniiffioners  were  appointed  by    1719. 
both  Provinces,  to  fettle  the  line.     The     ^-"^ 
New^HampfhireCoihmiffioners  were  fur- 
xiifhed  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Vaughan, 
With  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Lords 
Chief  Jufticelin  1 677,  and  were  inftrufted  ul'^t 
'  to  follow  the  fcourfe  of  the  river  Merri-  *'"^''""*- 

*  mack,  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  north 

*  as  far  as  the  river  extends/  The  tom- 
miffioners  on  the  other  fide  complained  ^^;^ 
that  this  power  was  not  fufficient ;  if  by  ^^'^^ 
fufficient  it  was  meant  that  they  had  no 
power  to  vary  from  their  inftruftions,  th6 . 
objeflion  was  true,  but  why  this  fhould 
have  been  obje6ted  it  is  liot  eafy  to  account, 
fince  the  inftru6tions  would  have  given 
Maffachufetts  all  which  they  could  claim 

by  virtue  of  their  old  charter  •  or  the  judg- 
ment upon  it,  on  which  they  always  laid 
much  ftrefs.  Three  years  afterward  the 
affair  was  agitated  again,  in  obedience  to 
an  order  from  the  Lords  of  trade ;  who 
direfted  a  map  to  be  drawn  and  fent  to 
them,  in  which  the  boundaries  of  the 
Province  fhould  be  delineated,  and  the  ms  wdcr. 
beft  accounts  and  vouchers  procured  to 
elucidate  it.  Commiffioners  were  again 
appointed  to  meet  at  Newbury;  and 
thofe  from  New-Hampfhire  were  inftrudl-  onginai 
ed  by  Lieutenant  Governor  WcDtv/orth  ftruaions, 

to 
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1719.  to  confer  with  the  pthers;  and  if  they 
^•^"^  could  agree,  in  fixing  the  place  where  to 
begin  the  line,  they  were  to  report  accord- 
ingly ;  but  if  not,  they  v/ere  to  proceed 
ex  parte  'fetting  their  compafs  on  the 
'  north  fide  of  the  mouth  of  MerrimaGk  riy- 

*  er  at  high  water  mark,  and  from  thence 

*  meafuring  three  miles  on  a  north  line, 

*  and  from  the  end  of  the  firft  three  miles 
^  on  a  weft  line,  into  the  country,  till  tjiey 

*  fhould  meet  the  great  river  which  runs 

*  out  of  Winipifiogee  pond/  To  this  idea 
of  a  weft  line,  the  Maliachufetts  Cpmmif- 
fioners  objected  3  and  defired  that  the  com- 
miflion  of  the  Governor  of  New-Hampr 
fhire  might  be  fent  to  Newbury,  which 
was  refufed,  and  the  conference  ended 
without  any  agreement.  However,  a  plan 
was  drawn,  agreeably  to  thefe  inftru6tions, 
and  fent  to  the  Lords  of  trade;  and  New- 
man the  agent  was  inftru6led  to  folicit  for 
a  confirmation  of  it.  In  thefe  inftruc- 
tions,  the  ideas  of  the  gentlemen  in  govern- 

fenhai.  mcut  arc  more  fully  exprefled.  The  due 
weft  line  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  Prov- 
ince, they  fuppofed,  ought  to  extend  as 
far  as  Maflachufetts  extended.  The  line 
on  the  northerly  fide  adjoining  to  the  Prov- 
ince of  Maine,  they  fuppofed,  ought  to  be 
drawn,  up  the  middle  of  the  river  Pafcat- 

aqua. 
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%qiia»  as  far  as  the  tide  flows  in  the  New:-    17 19. 
wichwannock  branch  s  and  thence  north-:  '^■^^^'^ 
wdSward,  but  whether  two  or  more  points 
weftward  of  north  was  left  for  further 
qonfideration. 

While  thefe  things  were  in  agitation, 
tl>e  Province  unexpededly  received  an  ac- 
ceffion  of  inhabitants  from  the  north  of 
J^dand.  A  colony  of  Scots  prefbyterians 
^ad  beepc  fettled  in  the  Province  of  Ulfter,  Hume, 
m.  the  reign  of  James  I  j  they  had  borne  a 
targe  fliafo  in  the  fufferings,  which  the 
projt^ftants  in  that  unhappy  country  un- 
^^cwent^  in  the  reign  of'  Charles  I  and 
James.  U ;  and  had  thereby  conceived  an 
^ent  and  inextinguifhable  thirft  for  civil 
Utd  religious  liberty.  Notwithftanding 
the  peace  which  Ireland  had  enjoyed,  fince 
thie  futgeftion  of  the  Popifli  party  by  King 
William,  fome  penal  laws  were  ftill  in 
force  ;  which,  with  the  inconvenience  of 
rents  and  tithes,  made  thefe  people  wifh 
for  a  fettlement  in  America;  where  they 
might  be  free  from  thefe  burthens  and 
have  full  fcope  for  their  induftry.  One 
Holmes,  a  young  man,  fon  of  a  clergyman, 
had  been  here  and  carried  home  a  favora-  ^sof 

John  Har» 

ble  report  of  the  country,  which  induced  ^cy. 
his  father,  with  three  other  prefbyterian 

Minifters, 
Gz 
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f^i^.  Miniftersjj  James  Macgregore,  William 
*'*'^^'  Comwell,  and  William  Boyd,  and  a  large 
number  of  their  congregations,  to  rcfolve 
on  an  emigration.  Having  Converted  their 
fubftance  into  money,  they  embarked  in 
1712/^'  five  fhips,  and  about  one  hundred  fami- 
lies of  them  arrived  dt  Bofton.  Comw^dl, 
with  about  twenty  families  more,  arrived 
at  Cafco.  They,  immediately  petitioned 
the  Aflembly  of  Maffachufetts  for  a  traft 
of  land  s  who  gave  them  leave  to  look  oiit 
a  fettlement  of  fix  miles  fquare,  in  any  of 
the  unappropriated  lands  at  the  eaftward* 
After  a  fruitlefs  fearch  along  the  fhore^ 
finding  no  place  that  fuited  them  there  5 
fixteen  families,  hearing  of  a  tra6tof  good 
land,  above  Haverhill,  called  Nutfield 
(from  the  great  number  of  chefnut  and 
walnut  trees  there)  and  being  informed 
that  it  was  not  appropriated,  determined 
there  to  take  up  their  grant ;  the  others 
difperfed  themfelves  into  various  parts  of 
the  country. 

As  foon  as  the  fpring  opened,  the  men 
went  from  Haverhill,  where  they  left  their 
families,  and  built  fome  huts  near  a  brook 
which  falls  into  Beaver  River,  and  which 
they  named  Weft-running  brook.  The 
firft  evening  after  their  arrival,  a  fermon 
was  preached  to  them  under  a  large  oak, 

which 
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Which  is  to  this  day  regarded  with  a  degree    1719. 
of  veneration.   As  foon  as  they  could  col-    ^""^^ 
kSt  their  families,  they  called  Macgregore 
to  be  their  minifter,  who  fince  his  arrival 
h  the  country  had  preached  at  Dracut. 
At  the  firft  f^cramental  occafion,  were 
prefent  two  minifters  and  fixty-five  com- 
wunicants.     Macgregore  continued  with 
them  till  his  deaths  and  his  memory  is  March  5, 
ftill  precious  among  them ;  He  was  a  wife,  i^uV. 
afFeftionate  and  faithful  guide  to  them, 
both  in  civil  and  religiovis  concerns,  Thefe 
people  brought  with  them  the  necelFary 
materials  for  the.  manufafture  of  linen ; 
and  their  fpinniqg  wheels,  turned  by  the 
fpQt,  were  a  novelty  in  the  country.  They 
aJfo  introduced  the  culture  of  potatoes, 
which  were  firft  planted  in  the  garden  of 
Nathaniel  Walker  of   Andover.     They 
were  ^n  indyftrioug,  frugal  aud  confe- 
qu?ntly  thriving  pepple. 

They  met  with  fome  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining a  title  to  their  lands.  If  the  due 
weft  line  between  the  Provinces  had  been 
eftablifhed,  it  would  have  pafled  through 
.their  fettlement  and  divided  it  between 
Maffachufetts  and  New-Hampfliire^  but 
the  curve  line,  following  the  courfe  of 
Merrimack  at  three  miles  diftance,  would 
leave  them  unqueftionably  in  New-Hamp- 
C   3  fhire. 
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1719.  fliire.  This  was  the  idea  of  the  Generri 
Court  of  MafTachufetts,  who,  upon  appli-^ 
cation  to  them  for  a  confirmation  of  their 
former  grant,  declared  them  to  be  out  tf 
their  jurifdiftion.  Among  the  tmatlf 
claimants  tothefe  lands,  they  were  itiforfil'- 
ed,  that  Col.  Wheelwright  of  Wells  had 
the  beft  Indian  title,  derived  from  his  ao^ 
ceftors.  Suppofmg  this  to  be  valid  in-* 
moral  view,  they  followed  the  example>tf 
the  firft  fettlers  of  New-England,  and  cftp 
tained  a  deed  of  ten  miles  fquare,  in  virtHfe 
of  the  general  Ucenle  granted  by  the  In- 
dian Sagamores  in  1629.  To  prevent  dif- 
ficulty from  Allen^s  claim,  they  applied 
for  leave  of  fettlement  to  Col.  Ufher,  Who 
told  them  that  the  land  was  in  difpd^ 
and  that  he  could  not  give  them  leavij, 
but  that  he  fuppofed  they  might  fettle  oh 
it,  if  they  would  hold  it  either  of  the  King 
or  of  Allen's  heirs,  as  the  cafe  might  be 
determined.  They  alfo  applied  to  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  New-Haimpfliire, 
who  declined  making  them  a  grant  in  thfe 
King's  name ;  but,  by  advice  of  Council^ 
gave  them  a  proteftion^  and  extended  the 
benefit  of  the  law  to  them ;  appointing 

Miiuw.    James  McKean  to  be  a  Juftice  of  the 
Peace,  and  Robert  Wier  a  Deputy  Sheriff. 

Soine 
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Some  perfons  who  claimed  thefe  lands,    17^0. 
by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  about  twenty  years     ^^^^ 
date,  from  John,  an  Indian  Sagamore, 
gave  them  fome  difturbance ;  but,  having 
obtained  what  they  judged  a  fuperior  ti- 
tie,  and  enjoying  the  proteflion  of  gov- 
ernment, they  went  oh  with  their  planta- 
tion 5  receiving  frequent  additions  of  their 
countrymen,  as  well  as  others,  till  in  1 722,  Harney*. 
their  town  was  incorporated  by  the  name  *;JJjJ^'j,''^ 
of  Londonderr}^  from  a  city  in  the  north 
of  Ireland,  iri  and  near  to  which  moft  of 
them  had  reiidedj  irid  in  which  fome  of 
theiint  had  endured  the  hardfhips  of  a  mem- 
orable fiege,* 

The  fettlement  of  thefe  emigrants,  on 
the  wafte  lands,  openeid  the  way  for  other 
piahtatxohs,     Thofe  who  had  borne  the 
burthciis  and  diftrefles  of  war,  in  defend- 
ing 

•  John  Barr,  William  Ckldwell  and  Abraham  Blair,  with  feveral 
ithers  who  haii  ruffered  ia  this,  ficge,  and  came  to  America^  were  by 
^iQg  Willi am*s  fpecia.l  order  made  iVce  of  taxes  through  all  the  Briiiih 
dominions. 

This,  with  fefcral  other  circumftances  relating  to  thefe  people,  I  took 
ftoffl  a  paanulcript  letter  written  (17x9)  by  Mr.  John  Harvey,  fchool- 
maftcrin  Londonderry,  to  Mr.  Prince.  In  the  fame  letter  was  the  fol. 
lowing  brief  account  of  the  feige  above  mentioned.     <  Londonderry 

*  Wjit  befiegtd  near  half  a  year  (.1689}.  by  King  James's  army,  when  he 

*  had  all  Ireland  fubdued  but  Derry  and  a  little  place  hard  by.    The 

*  befieged  defended  the  city,  moft  of  them  being  prelby terians,  till  they 
'were  very  much  pinched  by  famine,  that  a  dog's  head  was  fold  cheap 
'enough  at  half  a  crown  ;  and  yet  Godfupported  them  until  King  WiU 
*liam  fent  them  relief  by  two  (htpa  with  men  and  provifions  from  Eng- 

*  land  5  at  which  fight,  before  the  (hips  got  up  to  the  city  and  landed 
« their  men,  the  befiegers  moved  their  camp  and  fled  to  the  weft  of  Ire- 

*  land,  where  afterwards  two  bloody  battles  were  fought  and  the  papifts 
•fubdued.  C  4  'Two 
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1720.  ing.the  country,  had  long  been  clrcum* 
fcribed  within  the  liniits  of  the  old  towns  i 
but  were  now  naultiplied,  and  required 
rooni  to.  make  fettlements  for  th?ir  chil- 
dren. They  thought  it  hard  to  he  exclud- 
ed from  the  privelege  of  cultivating  the 
lands,  which  they  and  their  fathers  had 
defended ;  while  ftrangers  were  admitted 
to  lit  down  pea,ceably  upon  them.  Thefc; 
were  weighty  reafons,  At  the  fame  time 
no  attempt  was  making,  by  any  of  thq 
claimants,  to  determine  the  long  conteft- 
ed  point  of  property  -,  and  \n  fa6l,  no  pern 
foil  could  give  a  clear  and  undifputed  tide 
to  any  of  the  unfettled  lands. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  a  company  of 
about  one  hundred  perfons,  inhabitantsi 
of  Portfmouth,  Exeter  and  Haverhill,  pe- 
titioned for  liberty  to  begin  a  plantation, 
on  the  northerly  part  of  the  lands  called 

172 1.  Nutfield.  Thefe  were  fpon  followed  by 
petitioners  from  the  other  towns,  for  the 
lands  which  lay  contiguous  to  them,  The 

Governor 

*Two  thing*  further  (fays  he)  I  hiTC  to  relate  rcfpeaipg  Derry,  i.Th« 

*  church  of  Derry  ii  fo  (Iroogly  built  with  (tone  and  lime  that  in  thft 

*  Aeeple  they  had  a  cannon  fixed,  which  did  more  hurt  to  the  IriOiarmy 
*■  than  fix  upon  the  walls.  2.  The^e  was  one  Col,  Murray  in  the  fiege. 
*•  He  and  a  party  were  out  againft  the  enemy,  and  having  got  the  advan* 

*  tagc  in  an  engagement  with  them  a  mile  from  the  walls,  the  enemy*i 

*  Gdoeral,  who  was  a  Frenchman,  and  he,  met ;  and  having  both  fired 
'  their  ptftols,drew  their  fwords,  and  the  General  having  a  coat  of  maif, 

*  had  the  advantage  of  Murray,  fo  that  he  could  not  hurt  him.  At 
«  length  Murray  obferving  that  there  was  no  touching  hi«n  but  through 

*  the  hamefs  In  his  face,  put  his  fword  in  through  the;  bars  of  the  harneft 
»  apd  killed  him.    They  made  a  great  flaogh^er  that  day.'      Nothing 


[, 
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Governor  and  Council  kept  the  petitions  1721. 
I  fulpended  for  a  long  time,  giving  public 
notice  to  all  perfo^s  concerned  to  make 
their  olgeftions.  In  this  time  the  lands 
were  furvcyed,  and  the  limits  of  four  pro- 
pofed  townfhips  determined;  and  the  peo- 
{de  were;  permitted  to  build  and  plant  upr- 
00  the  lands  '  provided  that  they  did  not 


April  If. 


'infringe  on,  or  interfere  with,  any  form-  councu 


Records. 


'  er grants,  poffeffions  orproperties/  Some 
erf  thefe  lands  were  well  flocked  with  pine 
trees ;  which  were  felled  in  great  abun- 
dance J  this  occafioned  a  frefh  con^plaint 
from  the  King's  furveyor, 

At  length,  charters  being  prepared,  were    ^ ^^2 
fign^d  by  the  Governor 5  by  which  four    S^^^ 
town|hips,Chefter,  Nottingham,  Barring-  ^'^  '°- 
ton  and  Rqchefter  were  granted  and  in- 
corpprated.     The  grants  were  made  in 
the  name  of  the  King,  who  was  conlider- 
cd  as  the  conimon  guardian,  both  of  the 
people  and  the  claimants  3  but  with  a 
claufe  of  refervation,  *  as  far  as  in  us  lies^* 
that  there  niight  be  no  infringement  on 
the  claims,  The 

Nothing  was  more  offenfivc  to  thefe  emigrants  th^in  to  be  called  Irish. 
«acgregorc  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Shute,  (1720)  fays  :  •  We  are  fur- 

*  prifed  to  hear  ourfelves  termed  Iri(h  people,  w^ien  we  fo  frequently 
•ventured  our  all  for  the  Britifc  Crown  and  liberties  againft  tlie  Irifli 
'papifts;  and  gave  all  tefts  of  our  loyalty,  which  the  government  of 

*  Ireland  required,  and  are  always  ready  to  do  the  fame  when  demanded.* 
Thepcopieof  this  country  did  not  underftand  the  diftindion;  nor 

iofiift  did  they  treat  thefe  ftrangcrs  with  common  decency  on  their 
^'fttrrival.    The  grudge  fabfiftcd  a  long  time,  but  is  now  worn  out. 
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1722.  The  fighing  of  thefe  grants  was  the  Taft: 
^"^^  adi  of  Government  performed  by  Shiitt 
in  New-Hampfhire.  A  violeht  party  iii 
Maflachufetts  had  made  fuch  ftrehuous 
oppofition  to  him  and  caiifed  him  fo  much 
vexation,  as  rendered  it  eligible  for  him 
to  afk  leave  to  return  to  England,  He  is 
faid  to  have  been  a  man  of  a  huhfiaii^ 
obliging  and  friendly  difpofition  -,  biit  hiaW 
ihg  been  ufed  to  military  command,  could 
not  bear  with  patience  the  collifion  of  par-^ 
ties,  nor  keep  his  tempier  when  provoked. 
Fond  of  eafe,  and  now  in  the  decline  cS 
life,  he  would  gladly  have  fpent  his  'dijs 
in  America  if  he  could  have  avoided  cbn-.' 
troverfy.  The  people  of  New-Hatn;^iniin5 
were  fatisfitd  with  his  adminiftratidn,  as 
far  ais  it  f efpe6led  them  5  and  though  they 
did  not  fettl?  a  falary  on  him  as  oh  Ks  ' 
predeceflor,  yet  they  made  him  a  graftt 
twice  in  the  year,  generally  iambiihtirtg  ib 

RwoTdi^  a  hundred  pounds,  and  f>aid  it  oiit  ot  tfic 
excife  which  was  voted  from  year  to  yei^; 
This  was  more  in  proportion,  than  He  re- 
ceived from  his  other  government,  Oft 
his  departure  for  England,  which  was  very 
Z^'  fudden  and  unexpefted,  Lieutenant  Gov- 

jan.  1.  ernor  Wentworth,  took  the  chief  com- 
mand, in  a  time  of  diftrefs  and  perplex- 
ity; the  countiy  being  then  involved  in 
another  war  with  the  natives. 

.  CHAP. 
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^e  fhiirtb  Indian  Wafy  cbmfnonfy  called  the 
HfreeyeaH  ivoTy  or  LoVEWEtL'is  war. 

TO  account  for  the  frequent  wars 
with  the  eaftem  Indians^  ufually 
called  by  the  French,  the  Abehaquis,  arid 
their  upftcadinefs  both  in  war  arid  peace; 
we  muft  obferve,  that  they  were  fitiiated 
betWech  the  Colonies  df  two  European  na- 
tions, who  were  often  at  war  with  each 
other,  and  who  purfued  very  diffefeht 
ffleafuiies  with  regard  to  therii. 

As  the  lands,  on  which  they  lived,  wetc 
comjirehended  in  the  patents  granted  by 
the  crown  of  England,  the  natives  were 
confidered  by  the  Englifli,  as  fubjefts  of 
that  crown.  In  the  treaties  and  conferen- 
ces held  with  them,  they  were  ftyled  the 
King's  fubjefts^;  when  war  was  declared 
agairift  them,  they  were  calleid  rebels;  and 
when  they  were  compelled  to  make  peace^ 
ihey  fnbfcribed  an  acknowledgement  of 
thdr  perfidy,  and  a  declaration  of  their 
fabpodffion  to  the  government,  without 
any  juft  ideas  of  the  meaning  of  thofe 

'  terms 


;h.  history  op 

terms ;  and  it  is  a  difficult  point,  to  deter* 
mine  what  Idnd  of  fubjedls  they  were. 

Belide  the  patents,  derived  from  the 
Crown,  the  Englifh  in  general  were  fond 
of  obtaining  from  the  Indiansi  deeds  of 
fale  for  thofe  lands,  on  which  they  were 
difpofed  to  make  fettlements.  Some  of 
thefe  deeds  were  executed  with  legal  fois 
mality,  and  a  valuable  confideration  was 
paid  to  the  natives  for  the  purchafe ;  otibt 
ers  were  of  obfcure  and  uncertain  original) 
but  the  memory  of  fuch  tranfaftions  was 
foon  loft,  among  a  people  who  had  no, 
written  records  •  Lands  had  been  purchaff 
ed  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  on  the  Rivers 
Kennebeck  and  St.  George,  at  an  early  pe^ 
riod;  but  the  fucceeding  Indians  either 
h^d  no  knowledge  of  the  fales  made  by 
their  anceftors,  or  had  an  idea  that  fuch 
bargains  were  not  binding  on  pofterity ; 
who  had  as  much  need  of  the  lands,  and 
could  ufe  them  to  the  fame  purpofe  as 
their  fathers.  At  firft,  the  Indians  did  not 
know  that  the  European  manner  of  cul- 
tivating lands,  and  erefting  mills  and  damsj 
would  drive  away  the  game  and  fifh,  and 
thereby  deprive  them  of  the  means  of  fub- 
fiftence ;  afterward,  finding  by  experience 
that  this  was  the  confequence  of  admit- 
ting foreigners  to  fettle  among  them,  the) 

repentec 
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repented  of  their  hofpitality,  and  were  In-* 
clmed  to  difpoffefs  their  new  neighbours, 
I  as  the  only  way  of  reftoring  the  country 
I  tD  its  priftine  ftate,  and  of  recovering  their 
!    afual  mode  of  fubfiftence. 

They  were  extremely  offended  by  the 
fettlements,  which  the  Englifh,  after  the 
1  peace  of  Utrecht,  made  on  the  lands  at  t|ie 
'  caftward,  and  by  their  building  forts, 
block  houfes  and  mills;  whereby  their 
ufual  mode  of  palling  the  rivers  and  car- 
rying-places was.  interrupted;  and  they 
,  could  not  believe,  though  they  were  told 
with  great  folemnity,  that  thefe  foitifica-  oo^ernof 
tions  were  erefted  for  their  defence  againft  conference 
invafion.  When  conferences  were  held  '^'^* 
with  them  on  this  fubjeft,  they  either  de- 
nied that  the  lands  had  been  fold,  or  pre- 
tended that  the  Sachems  had  exceeded 
Aeir  power  in  making  the  bargains ;  or  defence  of 
had  conveyed  lands  beyond  the  limits  of  tiSk!"  * 
thdr  tribe ;  or  that  the  Englifh  had  taken 
advantage  of  their  drunkennefs  to  make 
them  fign  the  deeds ;  or  that  no  valuable 
confideration  had  been  given  for  the  pur- 
chafe.  No  arguments  or  evidence  which 
<^ould  be  adduced  would  fatisfy  them,  un- 
kfs  the  lands  were  paid  for  again ;  and 
had  this  been  done  once,  their  pofterity 
after  a  few  years  would  have  renewed  the 
demand.  On 


Waldo*! 
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.  Qa  the.  othfi*  han4  the  FrefiftU  di^  Of^ 
Rajnaj.  ia  a  formal  manner  deel^retheifl  fuhj^j^Bci 
the  crown  of  Frj^up? ;  bu^  every  ^ibfj  h9^. 
ever  fmall,  was  ^to^jy^ed  to  prei^e  its  i% 
dependence.  Thofe  who  Avcre  ^pjkB^^  ift 
the  hearx  of  Canada  kept  th^b  lands  to 
tixemfelves,  which  were  never.  fpUcited 
from  them  ^  thofe  who  dwelt  on  ^he  ii«*-. 
ers  and  fhores  of  die  Atlantic^  though 
diliant  from  the. French  Colonies,  recdirri 
ed  annual  prefents  from,  tk^  ^^g  9i 
Fraiice ;  and  foUtary  trajders  tcMe^yn^ 
or  occafionally  vifitedthemi  but  no.ajf. 
tempt  was  made  by  any  company  to  Ubi 
tie  on  their  lands-* 

•  It  was  in  the  power  of  the  Erigliflt  tt» 
fupply  them  with  provifions,  arms,  aifi* 
munition,  blankets  and  other  article^ 
which  they  wanted,  cheaper  than  thej^ 
could  purchjafe  them  of  the  French.  Govr 
ernor  Shute  had  promifed  that  trading 
J7^*  houfes  (hould be eftablifhed among thena*^ 
and  that  a  fmith  fliould  be  provided  to 
keep  their  arms  and  other  inftruments  ia 
repair ;  but  the  unhappy  contentions  be- 
tween the  Governor  and  Affembly  of  Ma£- 
fachufetts  prevented  a  compliance  with 
this  engagemenL  The  Indians  Avere  theren 

ffXt 

*  The  reader  i3  AtCirtA  to  cont€t  a  miftake  in  the  firft  volomey  pt|« 
3^8,  line  5,  inftead  of  <  truck  houfes  eftabli/hed/  read  *  it  wai  in  con? 
templation  to  eftablifli  truck  houfei/ 
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fore  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  impofitions    17 17. 
ojf  private  traders,  or  to  feek  fupplies  from    ^""^^ 
the  French  5  who  failed  not  to  join  with 
theca  in  reproaching  the  Englifh  for  this 

;  breach  of  promife,  and  for  their  avidity  in 

:  getting  away  the  land. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  eaftern  parts  of 
Ncw-Englao.d  were  not  of  the  beft  cha- 
nj8t^r  for  religion,  and  were  ill  adapted 
to  engage  the  affeftions  of  the  Indians  by 
Aeir  example.  The  frequent  hoftilities 
^i  tljis  quarter,  not  only  kept  alive  a  fpi- 
rit  of  jealoufy  and  revenge  in  individuals, 
biat  prevented  any  endeavors  to  propagate 
i;eligious  knowledge  among  the  Indians 
ty  thje  government  5  though  it  was  one 
of  the  conditions  of  their  charter  5  and 
though  many  good  men  wiflied  it  might 
^  attempted.  At  length  Governor  Shute, 
in  his  conference  with  their  Sachems  at 
4rrowfic,  introduced  this  important  bufi- 
Wfs  by  offering  them  in  a  formal  manner, 
«i  Indisui  bible,  and  a  proteftant  miffion- 
ary  j  but  they  rejected  both,  faying  *  God 

*  bath  given  us  teaching  already,  and  if  we 
*fliould  go  from  it  we  ftiould  difpleafe 

*  hinji/  He  would  have  done  much  better 
fervice,  and  perhaps  prevented  a  war,  if 
he  had  complied  with  their  earneft  defire 

to  fix  a  boundary,  beyond  which  the  Eng-  jud^cScT^ 
life  ihouid  not  extend  their  fettlements,     rial 

A  gentleman 
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1717.       A  gehtleman,  in  converfation  with  oiW 

^-*-^^    of  their  Sachems,  alked him  why  they  wcrt 

^^""^ll"..   fo  ftronely  attached  to  the  French,  frofri 

Ivhom  they  could  not  expect  to  receive  lo 

much  benefit  as  from  the  Englifti ;  the. 

Sachem  gravely  anfwered,  *Becaufe  the 

*  French  have  fatight  us  to  pray  to  God, 

*  which  the  Engliih  never  did/ 

Vol.  1,  It  has  been  obferved  in  the  former  p4rt 

page  253.    ^  ^j^.g  ^Qj.]^^  that  the  Jefuits  had  planted 

themfelves  among  thefe  tribes.  They  had 
one  Church  at  Penobfcot,  and  another  at 
Norridgwog,  vvhere  Sebaftian  Rall8,  a 
French  Jefuit,  refided.  He  was  H  nian  d^ 
good  fenfe,  learning  and  addrefs,  dnd  by  4 
compliance  with  their  mode  df  life,  arid  4 
gentle,  condefcending  deportnlerit,  had 
gained  their  afFe£lions  fo  as  to  niatnage 
them  at  his  pleafure^  Knowing  the  pow- 
er of  fuperftition  over  the  favage  mind,  he 
took  advantage  of  this,  and  of  their  pre- 
judice againft  the  Englifh,  to  promote  the 
caufe,  and  ftrengthen  the  intereft  of  the 
French  among  them.  He  even  made  the 
offices  of  devotion  ferve  as  incentives  to 
their  ferocity,  and  kept  a  flag,  in  which 
was  depi6ted  a  crofs,  furrourided  by  bows 
and  arrows,  which  he  ufed  to  hoift  on  a 
pole,  at  the  door  of  his  church,  when  he 
itn/cou.'  gave  them  abfolution,  previoufly  to  their 

rtnt)  No*  •  •  «*t  •*/•• 

160.        engaging  ui  any  warlike  enterpnfe. 

With 
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With  this  Jefuit,  the  Governor  of  Can-    17 17. 
ada  held  a  clofe  correfpondence ;  and  by    ^^"^^ 
him  was  informed  of  every  thing  tranf- 
^fted  among  the  Indians.   By  this  means, 
their  difcontent  with  the  EngHfh,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fettlements  made  at  the  eaft- 
ward,  was  heightened  and  inflamed  ;  and 
they  received  every  encouragement,  to  af- 
fert  their  title  to  the  lands  in  queftion,  and 
moleft  the  fettlfers,  by  killing  their  cattle, 
burning  their  flacks  of  hay,  robbing  and 
infulting  them.  Thefeinfolenciesdifcour-    j/720. 
aged  the  people,  and  caufed  many  of  them    v.or^ 
to  remove.     The  garrifons  were  then  re- 
inforced s  and  fcouting  parties  were  order- 
ed into  the  eaftern  quarter,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Shadrach  Walton.     By  this 
appearance  of  force,  the   Indians,   who 
dreaded  the  power  of  the  Englilh,  were  re- 
ftrjuned  from  open  hofliilities.     They  had 
frequent  parleys  with  the  commanders  of 
forts,  and  with  commiflioners  who  vifited 
them  occafionally;  and  though  at  firfl 
they  feemeji,  to  be  refolute  in  demanding 
the  removal  of  the  Englifti,  declaring  that 
'  they  had  fought  for  the  land  three  times, 
*  and  would  fight  for  it  again ;   yet  wlien  p^'^^'J" 
they  were  told  that  there  was  no  alterna-  i^^^sMbs. 
tive  but  perfeft  peace  or  open  war,  and 
that  if  they  chofe  peace  they  muft  forbear 
D  every 
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1720.  every  kind  of  infult,  they  Teemed  to  prrfot 
^"■^^  peace  ;  and  either  pretended  ignorance  of 
what  had  been  done,  or  promifed  to  make 
inquiry  into  it;  and  as  an  evidence  ol 
their  good  intentions,  offered  a  tribute  ci 
Ikins,  and  delivered  up  four  of  their  young 
men  as  hoftagds* 

This  proceeding  was  highly  difrelifhed 
by  the  Governor  of  Canada;  who  renew* 
ed  his  efforts  to  keep  up  the  quarrel,  zni 
fecretly  promifed  to  fupply  the  IndisA9 
with  arms  and  ammunition  3  though  a&ic 
Hutchin-  was  a  time  of  peace  between  the  two 
fonii.163.  crowns,  he  could  not  openly  affifi  them* 
The  New-England  governments,  thou^ 
highly  incenfcd,  were  not  eafily  perfuaded 
to  confent  to  a  war.  The  difpute  was'  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  proprietors  d 
the  eaftern  lands,  in  which  the  pubUc 
were  not  diredtly  interefled*  No  blood 
had  as  yet  been  fhed.  Canfeau  had  bera 
furprifed  and  plundered,  and  fome  peopk 
killed  there ;  but  that  was  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Nova-Scotia.  Ralle  was  regard- 
ed as  the  principal  infligator  of  the  Indi- 
ans s  and  it  was  thought,  that  if  he  could 
be  taken  off  they  would  be  quiet.  It  was 
once  propofed  to  fend  the  Sheriff  of  York 
County  with  a  pofTe  of  one  hundred  and 

fifiy 
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fr^  men,  to  feize  and  bring  him  to  Bof-  1721. 
ton ;  bat  this  was  not  agreed  to.  The 
next  fummer,  Ralle  in  company  with  Caf- 
tine  from  Penobfcot,  and  Croifil  from 
Canada,  appeared  among  the  Indians,  at 
^conference  held  on  Arrowfi<:  Ifland,  with  •'"''• 
Gafvt.  Penhallow,  t&e  GOm:mander  of  the 
garrifon,  and  brought  a  letter,  written  in 
tfce  Haitie  of  the  feveral  tribes  of  Indians, 
dfere^ed  to  Governor  Shute ;  in  which  it 
was  deckrcd,  '  that  if  the  ErigUfti  did  not 
^remove  in  three  weeks,  they  would  kill 
*  #iem^  and  their  cattle,  and  burn  their 
*-hcHafes.'  An  additional  guard  was  fent 
down  5  but  the  government,  loth  to  come 
to  a  rupture,  and  dcfirous  if  poffible  to 
treat  widi  the  Indians  feparately  from  the 
French  emiffaries,  invited  them  to  another, 
OMiference,  which  invitation  they  treated 
with  negleSl. 

Ih  the  fuccreeding  winter,  a  party  under 
Gol.  Thomas  Weftbrooke  was  ordered  to' 
Noridgwog  to  feize  Ralle.  They  arrived 
at  the  village  undifcovered,  but  before  they 
CDUld  furround  his  houfe,  he  elcaped  into 
tfee  woods,  leaving  his  papers  itt  his  ftrong 
box,  which  they  brought  off  without  do- 
ing any  other  damage.  Among  thefe  pa- 
pers were  his  lett^s  of  correfpondence 
wilii  the  Governor  of  Canada,  by  which 

D2  it 
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1722.  it  clearly  appeared,  that  he  was  deeply  en- 
^''■^^    gaged  in  exciting  the  Indians  to  a  rupture, 
and  had  promifed  to  affift  them. 

This  attempt  to  feize  their  fpiritual 
father,  could  not  long  be  unrevenged^ 
penha!-'    The  ncxt  fummer  they  took  nine  families 
\7v^X?'  ^^'^^  Merry-meeting  bay,  and  after  dit 
*^'         ttiifling  fome  of  the  prifoners,  retained 
enough  to  fecure  the  redemption  of  their 
hoftages  and  fent  them  to  Canada.  About 
the  fame  time  they  made  an  attempt  on 
the  fort  at  St.  George's  j  but  were  repulfed 
with  confiderable  lofs.   They  alfo  furprif- 
ed  fome  fifliing  veflels  in  the  eaftern  har- 
bours 3  and  at  length  n;iade  a  furious  at- 
tack on  the  town  of  Brunfwick,  which 
they  deftroyed^     This  a£lion  determined 
the  government  to  ifTue  a  declaration,  of 
war  againft  them,  which  was  publilhed  in 
July  2^    fQi-jj^  3t  Bofton  and  Portfmouth. 

New-Hampfhire  being  feated  in  the 
bofom  of  Maffachufetts,  had  the  fame  in-- 
tereft  to  ferve,  and  bore  a  proportionable 
Ihare  of  all  thefe  tranfaStions  and  the  ejc- 
penfes  attending  them.  Walton,  who 
firft  commanded  the  forces  fent  intq  the 
eaftern  parts,  and  Weftbrooke,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  him,  as  well  as  Penhallow,  the 
commander  of  the  fort  at  Arrowfic,  were 
New-Hampfhire  mens  the  two  former 

wera 


N  E  W-H  A  M  P  S  H  1  R  E.  53 

were  of  the  Council.     A  declaration  of    1722. 
war  being  made,  the  enemy  were  expe6led    ^"^"^^ 
on  every  part  of  the  frontiers  j  and  the 
Affembly  were  obliged  to  concert  meafure? 
for  their  fecurity,  after  an  interval  of 
peace  for  about  ten  years. 

The  ufual  route  of  the  Indians,  in  their 
marches  to  the  frontiers  of  New-Hamp- 
(hire,  was  by  the  way  of  Winipifeoge^  lake. 
The  diftance  from  Cochecho  falls  in  the 
town  of  Dover,  to  the  foutheaft  bay  of 
that  lake,  is  about  thirty  miles,     It  was 
thought  that  if  a  road  could  be  opened  to 
that  place,  and  a  fort  built  there,  the  ene- 
my would  be  prevented  from  coming  that 
way.   Orders  were  accordingly  iffued,  and 
a  party  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men 
were  employed  in  cutting  down  the  woods 
for  a  road ;  but  the  expenfe  fo  far  exceed- 
ed the  benefit  which  could  be  expelled 
from  a  fort  at  fuch  a  diftance,  in  the  wil- 
dernefs,  to  be  fupplied  with  provifions 
and  ammunition  by  land  carriage,  which 
might  eafily  be  interrupted  by  the  enemy,  A(r«mbiy 
that  the  defign  was  laid  afide,  and  the  old 
method  of  defence  by  fcouts  and  garri- 
fons  was  adopted.    Lieutenant  Governor 
Wentworth,  being  Commander  in  Chief 
inShute's  abfence,  was  particularly  <:areful 
to  fupply  the  garrifons  with  ftores,  and  vifit 
D  3  them 
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1722.  them  in  perfon,  to  fee  that  the  duty  was 
's''^^    regularly  performed ;  for  which,  and  oth- 
er prudent  and  faithful  fervices,  he  fre- 
quently received  the  acknowledgments  of 
the  Aflemfcly  and  grants  of  money,  gene- 
rally amounting  to  one  hundred  pounds 
at  every  feilion,  and  fometimes   more. 
They  alfo  took  care  to  inlift  men  for  tw) 
years,  and  to  eftablifli  the  wages  of  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  at  the  following  rate? ; 
a  Captain,  at  feven  pounds  J)er  month ;  .a 
Lieutenant,  four  pounds;  a  Sergeant,  fif- 
ty-eight fhillings  s  a  Corporal,  forty-jj'ye 
Ihillings,  and  a  private,  forty  (hillings.  A 
bounty  of  one  hundred  pounds  was  pffec— 
ed  for  every  Indian  fcalp.    The  difFe;:eaic^ 
between  the  currency  and  fterling,  wa^ 
two  and  an  half  for  one. 
1723.      The  firft  appearance  of  the  enemy  in 
*-^    New-Hampfliire,  was  at  Dover  5    where 
they  furprifed  and  killed  Jofeph  Hani,  and 
took  three  of  his  children ;  the  reft  of  the 
family  ^fcaped  to  the  garrifon.     Soon  af- 

l:^cit  ter  they  waylaid  the  road,  and  killed  Trif- 
tram  Heard.  Their  next  onfet  was  2^ 
Lamprey  River,  where  they  killed  Aaron 

Auguft  19.  Rawlins  and  one  of  his  children,  taking 
Jiis  wife  and  three  children  captive.* 

The 

*  *This  Aaron  Ra«lin8(whore  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Ed  warA  Tajc* 
Mor,  who  wai  kilkd  by  the  Indiana  1704)  lif«d  sfon  the  pLinlatSoa 

<Jeft 
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The  next  fpiing  they  killed  James  Nock,    1 724. 
one  of  the  elders  of  the  church  at  Oyfter  ^^^^ 
P.iver,  as  he  was  returning  on  horfeback  JJ^*'^*^*^: 
from  getting  his  beaver  tr^ps  in  the  woods,  »««• 

Soon 

•leftVy  Taylor,  about  half  t  mile  Wfe^  from  Lamprey  River  landing, 
<  at  the  lower  fall^  on  Pifcafi^lc  Riv«r.     The  people  there  at  that  time, 

*  CQinmonly  retired,    at  night,  to  the  girrifoned  houfes,  and  returned 

*  home  in  the  day  tirtie  i  but  thit  hight  they  neglefted  to  retire  as  ufual, 
f  His  brother  Samuel  alfo  lived  about  half «  mile  diftaot  on  the  fame 

*  river*  It  feems  the  Indian  fcout  confided  of  tighteen,  who  probably 
^h«l  been  reconnoitering  fonie  time^  and  intended  to  have  deftroyed 

*  both  the  families,  and  for  that  purpofe  divided,  and  nine  went  to  each 

*  houfe-)  but  the  party  that  went  to  Samuel  Rawlins^s,  beating  in  the 
'  window,  and  Ending  the  family  gone,  immediately  joined  -their  com- 

*  panioDSj  who  were  engaged  af^Aaron^s.  Hit  wife  went  out  at  the  door, 
^  pcthaps  fooncr  than  they  would  otherwife  have  affaulted  the  houfe, 
f  and  was  imdiediately  feised,  and  one  tir  two  of  her  children  who  fol- 

*  bwed  her.  Her  hufband  being  alarmed,  fecyred  the  door  before  they 
'  cotild.entery  and  with  his  eldeft  daughter,  about  twelve  years  old,  ftood 

*  upon  his  defence,  repeatedly  ^ring  whereyer  they  attempted  to  enter, 
^  and  tt  the  fiime  time  calling  earneftiy  to  his  neighbors  for  help  j  but 

*  the  people  in  the  feveral  garrifoned  boufes  near,  apprehending  from 
^  the  noife  and  inceflant  firing,  the  number  of  the  eneoiy  to  be  greater 
^  diao  they  ^rere,  and  expe^liig  ievery  momentto  be  attacked  themfclves, 
'  did  not  venture  to  come  to  his  afiiftance.  Having  for  fame  tioie 
^  bravely  withftood  fuch  unequal  force,  he  was  at  laft  l^illed'by  their 

*  random  ihots  through  the  houfe,  whith  they  then  broke  open,  and  kil- 

*  led<his  daughter.     They  fcalped  him,  and  cut  o^ his  daughter*s  head, 

*  either  through  h^lfte,  or  probably  being  enraged  againd  her,  on  account 

*  of  the  afliftance  (he  had  afforded  he?  father  in  their  defence,  which  ev« 

*  idently  appeared  by  her  hands  being  foiled  with  powder.  His  wife  and 
two  children,  a  fon  and  a  daughter,  they  carried  to  Cafnada  :  The 
'Woman  was  redeemed  'm  a  few  years.  The  fon  was  adopted  by  the  In^ 

-    dlans,  and  lived  with  them  all  his  days;  he   came  into  Peiinycool^ 
^  with  the  Indl4ns  after  the  peace,  and  expreiTtsd  to  fome  people  with    - 
whom  he  converfed,  much  refentment  againft  his  uncle  Samuel  Raw- 
lint,  <in  fuppofing  he  had  detaifaed  from  his  mother  fome  property  left 

*  by  his  father^  but  mani£ifted  noddfire  of  returning  to  Newmarket 
again.     The  daughter  married  with  a  Fienchman,  and  when  ihe  was 

*  near  fixty  years  old,  returned  with  her  hufband  to  her  nativk  place,  m 
expedationof  recovering  the  patrimony  flie  conceived  was  left  at  the 

^  de*t  hbf  hfer  father  :  But  the  eftate having  been  fold  by  her  grandfath- 
'er  Taylor's  adminiftrator,  they  were  difappointed,  and  after  a  year  or 
^  two  went  back  to  Canada.* 

This  jiccbont  was  collected  from  fome  of  the  furviving  fufFerers,  and 
otheraged  perfon#  who  were  witncfles  of  the  fcene,  by  Wentworth 
ChfefwtlJ,  £fq.  of  Newmarket.  D  4 
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1724  Soon  after  they  appeared  at  Kingfton, 
mT^.    w^^^^    ^^^y    t^^k    Peter   Colcord    and 
wtr'd^'''*  Ephraim  Stevens,  and  two  children  of 
Clark.      Ebenezer  Stevens.     They  were  purfucd 
by  fcouts  from  Kingfton  and  Londonder- 
ry, but  in  vain.     Colcord  made  his  efcapc 
in  about  fix  months,  and  received  a  gratu- 
ity of  ten  pounds  from  the  Affembly,  for 
Aflemw^    his  ^courage  and  ingenuity,  and  for  the 
Rccoids.     4  account  he  gave  of  the  proceedings  of 
*  the  enemy.' 
ay  »4.         On  a  fabbath  d^y  they  ambufhed  the 
Pcnhaiiow   road  at  Oyfter  River,  and  killed  George 
Adam!!"     Chefley,  and  mortally  wounded  Elizabeth 
Burnham,  as  they  were  returning  togeth- 
junci.      er  from  public  worfhip.     In  a  few  days 
New-Eng.  morc,  fivc  Indiaus  took  Thomas  Smith 
S.^°"'  and  John  Carr  at  Chefter;  and  after  car- 
rying  them  about  thirty  ^miles,   bound 
them  and  lay  down  to  fleep  ;  the  captives 
efcaped,  and  in  three  days  arrived  fafe  at 
a  garrifon  in  Londonderry. 

The  fettlements  at  Oyfter  River  being 
very  much  expofed ;  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers under  the  command  of  Abraham 
Benwick,  who  went  out  on  the  encourage- 
ment offered  by  the  government  for  fcalps, 
were  about  marching  to  make  difcoveries. 
June  10.  It  happened  that  Mofes  Davis,  and  his 
fon  of  the  fame  name,  being  at  woiic  in 

their 
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thdr  com  field,  went  to  a  brook  to  drink,    1724, 
where  they  difcovered  three  Indian  packs.     ^""^ 
They  immediately  gave  notice  of  this  dif- 
covery  to  the  volunteer  company,  and 
went  before  to  guide  them  to  the  fpot. 
The  Indians  had  placed  themfelves  inam- 
buihj  and  the  unhappy  father  and  fon 
were  both  killed.  The  company  then  fir- 
,  €d,  killed  one  and  wounded  two  others,  p«fe»wow, 
who  made  their  efcape,  though  they  were 
purfued  and  tracked  by  their  blood  to  a 
confiderable  diftance.     The  flain  Indian 
was  a  perfon  of  diftinflion,  and  wore  a 
kind  of  coronet  of  fcarlet  dyed  fur,  with 
an  appendage  of  four  fmall  bells,  by  the 
found  of  which  the  others  might  follow 
him  through  the  thickets.     His  hair  was 
remarkably  foft  and  fine;  and  he  had 
about  him  a  devotional  book  and  a  mufter- 
roll  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  Indians ; 
from  which  circumftances  it  was  fuppof- 
€d  that  he  was  a  natural  fon  of  the  Jefuit 
Ralle,  by  an  Indian  woman  who  had  ferv-  Hugh  Ad. 
^  him  as  a  laundrefs.  His  fcalp  was  pre- 
fcnted  to  the  Lieutenant   Governor  in 
Council,  by  Robert  Bumham,  and  the  i^^Hu 
Promifed  bounty  was  paid  to  Capt.  Fran-  J"*"''*' 
<^is  Matthews,  in  tnift  for  the  company. 

Within  the  town  of  Dover  were  many 
fanjilies  of  Quakers ;  who,  fcrupling  the 

lawfulnefs 
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17^4.  lawfulnefs  of  war,  could  not  be  perfuai. 

^-^^    ed  to  ufe  any  means  for  their  deflate  j  | 
though  equally  expofed  with  their  nei^f  j 
hours  to  an  enemy  who  made  no  diiliai&f 
tion  between  them.  One  of  thefe  peGpki : 
Ebenezer  Downs,  was  taken  by  the  Indi- 1 
ans,  and  was  grofsly  infulted  and  abu&d 
by  them,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  dance  as 
the  other  prifoners  did,  for  the  diverfioq 
of  their  favage  captors.  Another  of  thefflji ; 
John  Hanfon,  who  lived  on  the  oiitfidq 
of  the   town,    in   a  remote   fituatiofti 
could  not  be  perfuaded  to  remove  t^  ^ 
garrifon,  though  he  had  a  large  fandSjf 
of  children.     A  party  of  thirteen  In^ 
ans,  called  French  Mohawks,  had  mark^ 
ed  his  houfe   for   their  prey  5  and  lay 
feveral  days  in  ambufli,  waiting  for  aft 
opportunity  to  aflault  it.     While  Hanfoft 
with  his  eldeft  daughter  were  gone  to  at<f 
tend  the  weekly  meeting  of  friends,  and 
j«ne  27.    his  two  eldeft  fons  were  at  work  in  a  mea* 
dow  at  fome  diftance ;  the  Indians  enter- 
ed the  houfe,  killed  and  fcalped  two  fmftU 
children,  afid  took  his  wife,  with  her  in* 
fant  of  fourteen  days  old,  her  nurfe,  two 
daughters  and  a  fon,  and  after  rifling  the 
houfe  carried  them  off.   This  was  doncfo 
fuddenly  and  fecretly,  that  the  firft  peribn 
who  difi:overed  it  was  the  eldeft  daughter 

at 
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at  her  return  from  the  meeting  before  her  1 734* 
father.  Seeing  the  two  children  dead  at 
the  door^  fhe  gave  a  ihriek  of  diftrefs^ 
which  was  diftin6i;ly  heard  by  her  mother, 
then  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  among  the 
buflies,  and  by  her  brothers  in  the 
iBcadow.  The  people  being  alarmed, 
iCHt  in  purfuit  5  but  the  Indians  cauti- 
(Hifly  avoiding  all  paths,  went  off  with 
Aeir  captives  undifcovered.  After  this 
Rafter  had  befallen  his  family,  Hanfon 
amoved  the  remainder  of  them  to  the 
houfe  of  his  brother ;  who,  though  of  the 
fime  religious  perfuafion  j  yet  had  a  num- 
ber of  lufty  fons,  and  always  kept  his  fire- 
arms in  good  order,  for  the  purpofe  of 
Ihooting  game.* 

Thefe  and  other  infolencies  of  the  en.- 
cmy  being  daily  perpetrated  on  the  fron- 
tia's,caufed  the  governments  to  refolve  on 
aa  expedition  to  Norridgwog.  The  Cap- 
tains 

*  This  account  18  given  as  colleded  from  the  information  of  the 
famQy.  A  narrative  of  their  diftrefies  is  in  print«  The  wotoian,  though 
^  s  tender  conftitutiony  had  a  finn  and  vigorous  mind,  and  pafled 
^ogh  the  various  hardfhips  of  an  Indian  captivity,  with  much  refo- 
^titn  ani  patience.  When  her  milk  £uledj  ihe  fupported  her  infant 
^tbwater^  which  Ae  warmed  in  her  mouthy  and  dropped  on  her  breaft, 
<iUthefquawB  taught  her  to  beat  the  kernel  of  walnuts  and  boil  it  with 
^^d  corn,  which  pi-oved  a  nouriihiog  food  for  her  babe.  They  were 
>0(old  to  the  French  in  Canada.  Hanfon  went  the  next  fpring  and  re- 
^CHUd  his  wifcy  the  three  younger  children  and  the  nurfe,  but  he  could 
Botobuin  the  elder  daughter  ofteventeen  years  old,  though  he  faw  and 
cnterfed  with  her.  He  alio  redeemed  Ebenezer  Downs.  He  made 
*  fccond  attempt  in  1727,  but  died  at  Crown-point,  on  his  way  to  Can- 
^  The  girl  wm  OMirried  to  a  F^rcnchman,  and  never  letuined* 
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1 724-  tains  Moulton  and  Harman,  both  of  Yoik, 

'"''■^^    each  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  one  hm* 
dred  men,    executed  their  orders  wiA 

Augafti*.  great  addrefs.     They  completely  inveftfld 
and  furprifed  that  village ;  killed  the  ob-^ 

"^ullic^.  noxious  Jefuit  with  about  eighty  of ! 

Indians ;  recovered  three  captives ;  3ct] 
troyed  the  chapel^  and  brought  away  tifel 
plate  and  furniture  of  the  altar,  and  thcj 

Ncw-Engr  devotional  flag,  as  trophies  of  their  viftory, 

land  Cou-     tiiin  t»  ir»  -ii  LA' 

r*ni.  Ralle  was  then  m  the  fixty-eighth  year  ar,| 
his  age,  and  had  refided  in  his  miffion  at 
Norridgwog  twenty-fix  years ;  having  be- 
fore fpent  fix  years  in  travelling  am(»g 

Hugh^Ad-  *^^  Indian  nations,  in  the  interior  parts] 

*«"'        of  America. 

The  parties  of  Indians  who  were  abroad, 

■continued  to  ravage  the  frontiers.     Two 

men  being  miffing  from  Dunftable,  a  fcout 

of  eleven  went  in  quefl:  of  them ;  they  wc« 

Sept.  5.     fired  upon  by  thirty  of  the  eneniy,  and 

land  Cou.  nine  of  them  were  killed :  The  qther  two 
made  their  elcape,  though  one  pf  rfienji 
was  badly  wounded.     Afterward  another 

Penhaiiow,  company  fell  into  their  ambufh  and  en- 

T^H^ '° '  gaged  them ;  but  the  enemy  being  fupc- 
rior  in  number  overpowered  them,  killed 
one  and  wounded  four,  the  reft  retreated, 

5  ^  At  Kingfton,  Jabez  Colman  and  his  fon 
Jofeph,  were  killed  as  they  were  at  work  iu 

their 
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their  field*  t'he  fuccefs  of  the  forces  1724* 
at  Norridgwog  and  the  large  premium  of-  '"'^ 
ftred  for  fcalps,  having  induced  feveral 
volunteer  companies  to  go  out,  they  viiit-^ 
Bdone  after  another  of  the  Indian  villa-- 
ges,  but  found  them  deferted.  The  fate 
of.  Norridgwog  had  ftruck  fuch  a  terror 
itite  them,  that  they  did  not  think  them- 
ielves  fafe  at  any  of  their  foraier  places 
oT  abode,  and  occupied  them  as  refting 
piaces  only,  when  they  were  fcouting  or 
bnting. 

One  of  thefe  volunteer  companies,  un^ 
kr  the  command  of  Capt.  John  Love- 
tcU  of  Duhftable,  was  greatly  diftinguifh-  ^^^^^^ 
3d,  firft  by  their  fuccefs  and  afterward  iow,p.io7. 
3y  their  misfortunes.  This  company  con- 
ifted  of  thirty  5  at  their  firfV  excurfion  to 
:he  northward  of  Winipifeogee  lake,  they 
lifcovered  an  Indian  wigwam  in  which 
«rere  a  man  and  a  boy.     They  killed  and    "'  '^' 
fcolped  the  man  and  brought  the  boy  alive 
to  Bofton,  where  they  received  the  re- 
gard, promifed  by  law,  and  a  handfome 
gratuity  befides. 

By  this  fuccefs  his  company  was  aug- 
mented to  feventy .     They  marched  again , 
and  vifiting  the  place  where  they  had  kil- 
led the  Indian,  found  his  body  as  they  had  ^*7c^;/; 
left  it  two  months  before.     Their  provi-  t^ut. 

fion 
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fion  falling  Ihort,  thirty  of  them 
difmiffcd  by  lot  and  returned.  Thft'i 
maining  forty  continued  their  mardni 
they  difcovered  a  track,  which  thc^ 
lowed  till  they  faw  a  fmoke  juft 
funfet,  by  which  they  judged  that  die  ^ 
emy  were  encamped  for  the  night, 
kept  themfelves  concealed  till  afcer 
night  s  when  they  lilently  advancied, 
difcovered  ten  Indians  afleep,  rouiidal 
by  the  fide  of  a  frozen  pond.  Love 
now  determined  to  make  fure  work;  1 
placing  his  men  conveniently,  ordered] 
of  them  to  fire,  five  at  once,  as  quick  i 
each  other  as  poffible,  and  another 
to  referve  their  fire:  He  gave  the  fig 
by  firing  his  own  gun,  which  killed  ^ 
of  them ;  the  men  firing  according  to  (*J 
der,  killed  five  more  on  the  fpot;  the( 
er  three  flarting  up  from  their  fleep, 
of  them  were  immediately  fhot'  dead 
the  referve ;  the  other,  though  wound 
attempted  to  efcape  by  croffing  the 
but  was  feized  by  a  dog  and  held  h&\ 
they  killed  him.  Thus  in  a  few  mil 
the  whole  company  was  deflroycd,  aidj 
fome  attempt  againfl  the  frontiers' 
New-Hampfhire  prevented  ^  for  thcfefiH;] 
dians  were  marching  from  Canada,  wd*^' 
furnifhed  with  new  guns,  and  plenty  a 

ammuiiitioDi 
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mimunition;  they  had  alfo  a  number  of    1725. 
fpare  blankets,  mockafeens  and  fnow-(hoes  „  ^rr^ 

JF  .  .  Penhal- 

tor  the  accommodation  of  the  prifoners  low.p.no. 
whom  they  expe6led  to  take,  and  were 
mthiix  two  days  march  of  the  frontiers* 
The  pond  where  this  exploit  was  perform- 
ed is  at  the  head  of  a  branch  of  Salmon- 
fatt  River,  in  the  townfhip  of  Wakefield, 
and  has  ever  fince  borne  the  name  of  Love- 
well's  pond.  The  a6lion  is  fpoken  of  by 
dUerly  people,  at  this  diftance  of  time, 
with  an  air  of  exultation  5  and  confider- 
iag  the  extreme  difficulty  of  finding  and 
attacking  Indians  in  the  woods,  and  the 
JBdiciouG  manner  in  which  they  were  fo 
cwnpletely  furprifed,  it  was  a  capital  ex- 


The  brave  company,  with  the  ten  fcalps 
ihttched  on  hoops,  and  elevated  on  poles,  Feb.  04; 
mtered  Dover  in  triumph,  and  proceeded 
thence  to  Boflon ;  where  they  received  the 
bounty  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  each, 
Wife  of  the  public  treafury.  M«rch  9. 

Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  Lovewell 
marched  a  third  time ;  intending  to  attack 
theviflages  of  Pigwacket,  on  the  upper  ^^"^' ' 
part  of  the  river  Saco,  which  had  been  the 
rcfidenceof  a  formidable  tribe,  and  which 
ticy  flail  occafionally  inhabited.  His  com-  g  ^^^^-^ 
jany  at  this  time  confifl:ed  of  forty-fix,  in-  Mcmoiri. 

eluding 


Maydk 
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1725.  duding  a  chaplain  and  furgeon  :  TvW 
of  them  proving  lame,  returned :  Anothr 
er  falling  fick,  they  hiked  and  built  | 
ftockade  fort,  on  the  weft  fide  of  great' 
Oflapy  pond;  partly  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  fick  man,  and  partly  for  « 
place  of  retreat  in  cafe  of  any  misfortuHiQ. 
Here  the  furgeon  was  left  with  the  fyit 
man,  and  eight  of  tlie  company  for.^ 
guard.  The  number  was  now  reduced 
to  thirty-four*  Purfuing  their  march  to 
the  northward^  they  came  to  a  poiid> 
about  twenty-two*  miles  diftant  from  the 
fort,  and  encamped  by  the  fide  of  it*  Ear- 
ly the  next  morning,  while  at  their  devo* 
tions  j  they  heard  the  report  of  a  gun,  and 
difcovered  a  fingle  Indian,  ftanding  on  a 
point  of  land,  which  runs  into  the  pond, 
more  than  a  mile  diftint.  They  had  been 
alarmed  the  preceding  night  by  noifes 
round  their  camp,  which  they  imagined 
were  made  by  Indians,  and  this  opini<Hi 
was  now  ftrengthened.  They  fufpefted 
that  the  Indian  was  placed  there  to  decoj 
them,  and  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  wai 
in  their  front.  A  confutation  being  hel^ 
they  determined  to  march  forward,  andb] 
encompafling  the  pond,  to  gain  the  place 
where  the  Indian  flood;   and  that  thcj 

might 

*  The  printed  accounts  fay  roiTT  ;  it  19  probable  that  the  marcl 


was  Circuitous*. 
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might  be  ready  for  a(5lion,  they  difencum-    172$. 
Itered  themfelves  of  their  packs,  and  left 
Acnr,  without  a  guard,  at  the  northeaft 
tfnd  of  the  pond,  in  a  pitch-pine  plain, 
where  the  trees  were  tliin  and  the  brakes, 
fflrtimt  time  of  the  year,  fmall.     It  hap- 
[  feocd  that  Lovewell's  march  had  crofled  a 
onying-place,  by  which  two  parties  of 
Indians,  confifting  of  forty^one  men,  com- 
manded by  Paugus  and  Wahwa,  who  had 
Ifeen  fcouting  down  Saco  river,  were  re- 
tumirtg  to  the  lower  village  of  Pigwacket, 
Mssat  about  a  mile  ^nd  a  half  from  this 
poAd4    Having  fallen  on  hi»  track,  they 
followed  it  till  they  came  to  the  packs, 
which  they  removed  5  and  counting  them, 
found  the  number  of  his  men  to  be  lefs 
4an  thdr  own :  They  therefore  placed 
themfelves  in  ambulh,  to  attack  them  on 
their  return.    The  Indian  who  had  ftood 
on  die  point,  and  was  returning  to  the  vil- 
l^i  by  another  path,  met  them,  and  re- 
ceived their  fire,  which  he  returned,  and 
Wounded  Lovewell  and  another  with  fmall 
fcot.    Lieutenant  Wyman  firing  again, 
KUed  him,  and  they  took  his  fcalp  *     See- 
ing 

*  This  ladian  hss  been  celebrated  as  a  hero,  and  ranked  with  the 
Kfimaa  Carclus,  who  devoted  himfelf  to  death  to  fave  his  country.  (See 
H«tchiafon*a  hiftory,  vol.  II,  page  315.) 

Hsviog  been  on  the  fpot  where  this  celebrated  a£lion  happened,  and 
'Uvlo^ convcrfed  with  perfons  who  were  acijuilntcd  with  the  Indims  of 

rigwackC, 

E 
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1725.  ing  no  other  enemy,  they  returned  to  the 
place  where  they  had  left  their. packs,  and 
while  they  were  looking  for  them,  the  In- 
dians rofe  and  ran  toward  them  with  a- 
horrid  yelling.    A  fmart  firing  cpmrnenc-* 
ed  on  both  fides,  it  being  now  about  teik  ] 
of  the  clock*  Captain  Lovewell  and  eight 
more  were  killed  on  the  fpot.  Lieutenant 
Farwell  and  two  others  were  wounded;  i 
Several  of  the  Indians  fell  ^  but,  being  fur  ; 
perior  in  number,  they  endeavoured  to  | 
furround  the  paity,  who,,  perceiving  theic 
intention,  retreated;  hoping  to  be  fhelter-^ 
ed  by  a  point  of  rocks  which  ran  into  the.  { 
pond,  and  a  few  large  pine  trees  ftanding 
on  a  fandy  beach.     In  this  forlorn  place 
they  took  their  ftation.     On  their  right 
was  the  mouth  of  a  brook,  at  that  time 
unfordable ;  on  thdr  left  was  the  rocky 
point ;  their  front  was  partly  covered  by 
a  deep  bog  and  partly  uncovered,  and  the 
pond  was  in  their  rear.     The  en^my  gaU-t 
ed  them  in  front  and  flank,  and  had  them  | 
fo  completely  in  their  power,  that  had  they ' 

made 

igwacket,  before  and  after  this  battle;^  f  am- convinced  that  there  h 
no  foundation  for  the  idea  that  he  was  placed  there  as  a  decoy  j  and  that 
he  bad  no  claim  to  the  chara^er  of  a  hero.  The  point  on  which  he 
fiood  is  a  noted  fi/hing  place  ;  the  gun  which  alarmed  Loveweirt  cw&« 
pany'was  fired  at  a  flock  of  ducks  ;  and  when  they  met  him  hewtt  n^ 
turning  home  with  his  game  and  two  fowling  pieces.-  The  Tillage  wm 
lituated  at  the  edge  of  the  mead<  00  S«ico  river ;  which  here  fbrmfl  t 
krge  bend.  The  remains  of  the  .vockades  were  found  by  the  6rft  fet^ 
tltrs^  forty  i^ui  afierward.    The  £ond  ilia  th9  towAibi^  of  Frichar§» 


NfiW-HAMPSHlkE.  67 

mAe  a  pradcnt  life  of  their  advantage,  172^. 
the  whole  company  muft  either  have  been 
killed,  br  oblijged  to  furrender  at  difcretion  j 
bdbg  deftitute  of  a  mouthful  of  fufte-' 
naflce  and  an  efcape  being  imprafticable. 
Under  the  cohdiidt  of  Lieutenant  Wyman 
liiey  kept  up  their  fire,  and  fhewed  a  refo- 
Ittte  countenance,  all  the  remainder  of  the 
days  during  which  their  chaplain,  Jona-; 
than  Frie,  En'figh  Robbihs,  dnd  one  more, 
WBfemortally.wounded.  The  Indians  in- 
vited them  to  fiarrendef,  by  holding  up 
lOpes  to  them,  and  endeavored  to  intimi- 
date them  by  their  hideous  yfeUsj  but  they 
determined  to  die  rather  than  yield ;  and 
by  their  well  direfted  fire,  the  number  of 
the  favages  was  thinned,  and  their  cries  * 
became  fainter,  till,  juft  before  night,  they 
quitted  their  advantageous  ground,  carry- 
ing off  their  killed  and  wounded,  and  leav-^ 
ingthc  dead  bodies  of  Lovewell  and  his 
flten  unfcalped%  The  Ihattered  remnant 
rfthis  brave  company,  collc6ting  them- 
fclyes  together,  found  three  of  their  num- 
ber unable  to  move  from  the  fpot,  eleven 
bounded  but  able  to  march,  and  nine 
^ho  had  received  no  hurt.  It  was  mel- 
^choly  to  leave  their  dying  companions 
lj«hind»'but  there  was  no  poffibility  of  re- 
inoving  them.  One  of  them,  enfign  Rob- 
•    ;•,  ;  E  2  bins. 
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lyz^  bins,  defired  them  to  lay  hLs  gun  by  hm 
chargedi  that  if  ^e  Indians  ihould  retUEO 
before  his  death  he  might  be  able  to  kiU 
one  more*    After  the  rifing  of  the  nroon, 
they  quitted  the  fatal  fpof:,  and  dinedsd  .^ 
their  rnarch  toward  the  fort,  wherfe  the  ■ 
nirgeon  and  guard  had  beea  left.     Ta 
^eir  great  furprife  they  found  it  deferted^ 
In  the  be^nning  of  the  a^ion,  onfe  ijaa 
( whofe  name  has  not  been  thought  worthy! 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity)  quitted,  the 
4eld,  and  fled  to  the  fort ;,  where,  in.  the 
ilyle  of  Job's  meflengers,  he;  informed  ^lesk 
of  LovewelFs  death,  and  the  defeat  of  the  j 
whole  company  j  upon  which  they  made 
the  beft  of  their  way  hwje ;  leaving  » 
quantity  of  bread  and  pork,  which  was  s 
fpafonable  relief  to  the  retreating  fima^ 
ors.   From  this  place,  they  endeavored  to 
get  home>    Lieutenant  Farwell  and  die 
chaplain,  who  had  the  journal  of  the 
march  in  his  pocket,  and  one  mwe,  per- 
ifhed  in  the  woods,  for  want  of  dreffing 
fpr  their  wounds.    The  others^  after  en- 
during the  mqft  fevere  hardships,  came  ift 
one  after  another,  and  were  not  only  re- 
ceived with  joy,  but  were  ireeompenfed  for 
their  valor,  and  fufferingSf  and  a  gener-* 
Qus  provifion  was  made,  for  the -widow* 
and  children  of  the  ihin. 

A  party 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  ^ 

A  party  from  thfe  frontiers  of  New-    1725. 
Hampftiire,  were  ordered  out  to  bury  the   ^•'^^ 
dead;  but  by  ibme  xnifbke  did  not  reach 
d&  place  of  aftion.   Colonel  Tyng,  with 
a  company  f  jt)m  Dunftable^  went  to  the 
fpot^  and  having  found  the  bodies  of 
Wdve,  buried  them,  and  carved  their 
names  on  the  trees  where  the  battle  was 
foujght.    At  a  little  diftance  he  found 
three  Indian  graves,  which  he  opened; 
one  of  the  bodies  was  known  to  be  their      f 
warrior  Paugiis^    He  alfo  obfcrved  tracks 
of  blood,  on  the  ground,  to  a  grea^t  dift-r 
ahce  from  the  fcene  of  aftion.   It  was  re- 
Mrked  that  a  week  before  this  engage-  p^,^,^^^ 
ineht  happened,  it  had  been  reported  in  J^^' 
Portfmouth,  at  the  diftance  of  eighty  miles, 
*kh  but  little  variaticHi  from  the  truth. 
5uch  incidents  were  not  uncommon,  and 
could  fcarcely  defervc  notice,  if  they  did 
not  indicate  that  a  tafte  for  the  marvellous 
was  not  extinguifhed  in  the  minds  of  the 
mcA  fober  and  rationaL 

This  was  one  of  the  moft  fierce  and  ob- 
IHiiate  battles  which  had  been  fought 
with  the  Indians.  They  liad  not  only  the 
advahtage  of  numbers,  but  of  placing 
thcmfelves  in  ambufli,  and  waiting  with 
^beration  the  moment  of  attack.  Thefe 
circumftances  gave  tliem  a  degree  of  ardor 
E  3  and 


lodli 
in  wars. 
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1725.  and  impetuofity.  Lovewelland  hismen^ 
though  difappointed  of  meeting  the  ene- 
.  my  in  their  front,  expected  and  detemun- 
ed  to  fight.  The  fall  of  their  commander, 
and  more  than  one  quarter  of  thdrnumbtf, 
in  the  firftoniet,  was  greatly  difcouraging) 
but  they  knew  that  the  fituation  to  wludi 
they  were  r^uced,  and  their  diftance  ftoili 
the  frontiers,  cut  off  all  hopeof  fafetyfiom 
flight.  In  thefe  circuroflances,  prud^oe 
as  well  as  valor  di6tated  a  continuance  of 
the  engagement,  and  a  ref ufal  to  furrender; 
until  the  enemy,  awed  by  their  brave  re- 
liftance,  and  weakened  by  their  own  .lofe, 
yielded  them  the  honor  of  the  field.  Af- 
ter this  encounter  the  Indians  refided  no 
more  at  Pigwacket,  till  the  peace.* 

The  conduft  of  the  Marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil.  Governor  of  Canada,  was  ib  flag* 
rant  a  breach  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  fub* 
fitting  between  the  Crowns  of  England 
and  France^  that  it  was  thought,  a  fpirit- 
ed  remonftrance  might  make  him  afham^ 
cd,  and  produce  fome  beneficial  efFefts* 
With  this  view,  the  General  Court  of 
Maflachufets  propofed  tp  the  Colonies  o£ 

New^York^ 

*  This  accoant  of  Lovewtirs  battle  is  (olleded  firom  the  anthoritfflp 
cited  in  the  margin,  and  from  the  verbal  information  of  aged  an4  btel* 
ligent  perfens.  The  names  of  the  dead,  on  the  trees,  and  the  hotel 
firbere  balls  had  entered  and  been  cut  oqt,  were  plainly  vifible,  when  ) 
was  on  the  fpot  in  1784.  The  trees  had  the  ap^>ear«Qce  of  be)ii|  Ttij 
old|  and  one  of  them  W9i  f^llcDt 
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New- York,    Conne6licut,    Rhode-Ifland    1725^ 
and  New-Hamplhire,  to  join  in  fending    ^'•'^^ 
Cammif&oners  to  Canada  on  this  errand* 
New  Hampfhire  was  the  only  one  which 
confented;  and  Theodore  Atkinfon  was 
appointed  on  their  part,  to  join  with  Wil- 
hm  Dudley  and  Samuel  Th^axter  on  the 
part  of  Maflachufettfi.* 
.  The  inftruftions  which  they  received 
from  the  Lieutenant  Governors,  Dummer 
and  Wentwortb,  by  jadvice  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  Aflerobly  of  each  Province,  were 
nearly  fimilar.     They  were  to  demand  of  fctts^d"' 
tte  Fricnch  Governor,  reftitution  of  the  {hire^R^dT 
captives  who  had  been  carried  into  Can^ 
Jda^  to  remonftrate  to  him  on  his  injuf-^- 
tice  and  breacji  of  friendfliip,  in  counte- 
naucing  the  Indians  in  their  hoftilities 
againft  the  people  of  New-England  j  to 
infift  on  his  withdrawing  his  afliftance  for 
the  future ;  and  to  obferve  to  him,  that  if 
in  the  farther  profecution  pf  the  war,  our 
Indian  allies,  fliould  in  their  purfiiit  of 
the  enemy  conjmiJt  hoftilities  againft  the 
French,    the   blame  would  be  entirely 
chargeable  to  hinifelf.  Jf  the  French  Gov-p 
trnor  ojr  the  Indians,  ftiould  make  any  over- 
tnres  for  pegice,  they  were  empowered  to 

give 

^Mr.  Hutchmfon  In  his  h'lftory,  has  nqt  fiid  a  word  refpedling.thif 

E  4 
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1725-  give  them  paflports,  to  <:ome  cither  to 
^"^"^    Bofton  or  Portfmouth,  for  that  purpofc, 
and  to  rctiirn ;  but  they  were  not  to  ^nter 
into  any  treaty  with  them.    The  Com- 
miffioners  were  alfo  furniftied  with  the  J 
original  letters  of  Vaudreuil  to  the  Gov-  J 
crnors  of  New-England,  and  to  the  JeSut  j 
Ralle,  and  with  copies  erf  the  feveral  trea* 
ties  which  had  been  mad^  with  the  Iiidi- 

j*n.  zo.    ans.    The  gentlanen  went  by  the  way<if 
Albany,  and  over  the  lakes,  on  the  ieCj  t<) 

March  2.    Montreal,  where  they  arrived  aft«"  a  tedi- 
ous and  dangerous  journey. 

The  Marquis,  who  happened  to  be^at 
Montreal,  received  and  entertained  thm 
with  much  politenefs.  Having  delivered 
their  letters,  and  produced  their  commif-» 
lions,  they  prefented  their  reracmftrancc  in 
writing,  and  made  the  feveral  demands 
agreeably  to  their  inftrudions ;  ufingthis 
among  other  arguments,  *  Thofe  Indians 

*  dwell  either  in  the  dominions  of  the  King 
^  of  Great- Britain,  or  in  the  territories  of 

*  the  French  King :  If  in  the  French  King's 
AtWnfon's  *  domiuions,  the  violation  of  the  peace  is 
Msjourn.  c  ^gj.y  flagrant,  they  then  being  his  fub^ 

*  je6ts ;  but  if  they  are  fubjefts  of  the  Brit- 

*  ifli  Crown,  then  much  more  is  it  a  breach 

*  of  the  peace,  to  excite  a  rebellion  among 
« the  fubjefls  of  his  Majefty  of  Great- 
5  Britain/  The 
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The  Governor  gave  them  no  written  1725. 
Mifwer^  hut  denied  that  the  Abenaquis 
were  under  his  government,  and  that  he 
had  either  encouraged  or  fupplied  them  for 
the  purpofe  of  wan  He  faid  that  he  confide 
ered  them  as  an  independent  nation,  and 
that  the  war  was  undertaken  by  them,  in 
defence  of  their  lands,  which  had  been  in- 
vaded by  the  people  of  New-England. 
The  Commiffioners  in  reply,  informed 
him,  that  the  lands  for  which  the  Indians 
had  quarrelled,  were  fairly  purchafed  of 
their  anceftors,  and  had  been  for  many 
y§ars  inhabited  by  the  Englifli.  They 
produced  his  own  letters  to  the  Governors 
of  New-England,  in  which  he  had  (incon- 
fiftently,  and  perhaps  inadvertently)  ftyl- 
ed  thefe  Indians  *  fubjefts  of  the  King  of 
•France/  They  alfo  alleged  the  feveral 
treaties  held  with  them  as  evidence  that 
they  had  acknowledged  themfelves  fub- 
jcfts  of  the  Britifh  Crown ;  and,  to  his 
great  mortification,  they  alfo  produced 
his  own  original  letters  to  the  Jefuit  Ral- 
)^,  which  had  been  taken  at  Norridgwog, 
in  which  the  evidence  of  his  aflifting  and 
encouraging  them  in  the  war  was  too  flag- 
I'ant  to  admit  of  palliation.  Farther  to 
ftrengthen  this  part  of  their  argument, 
Aeyprefented  to  the  Governor,  a  Mohawk 

whom 
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1725.  whom  they  had  met  with  at  Montreal; 
who,  according  to  his  own  voluntary  ac- 
knowledgment, had  been  fupplied  by  the 
Governor  with  arms,  ammunition  and 
provifion  to  engage  in  the  war,  and  h^ii. 
killed  one  man  and  taken  another  whcMOi 
he  had  fold  in  Canada. 

In  addition  to  what  was  urged  by  the 
Commiffioners  in  general;  Mr.  Atkinfon, 
on  the  part  of  New-Hampftiirc,  entered 
into  a  particular  remonftrance ;  alleging 
that  the  Indians  had  no  caufe  of  contro^ 
verfy  with  that  Province,  the  lands  in 
queftion  being  out  of  their  claim.  T^ 
this  the  Governor  anfwered,  that  New- 
Hampfhire  was  a  part  of  the  fame  nation, 
and  the  Indians  could  make  no  diftinclion, 
Atkinfon  alked  him  why  they  did  not  for* 
the  fame  reafon  make  war  on  the 'people 
of  Albany?    The    Governor  anfwered, 

*  The  people  of  Albany  have  fent  a  md^ 

*  fage  to  pray  me  to  reftrain  the  favages 

*  from  molefting  them ;  in  a  manner  very 

*  different  from  your  demands ;'  To  which 
Atkinfon  with  equal  fpirit  replied,  '  Your 

*  Lordfhip  then  is  the  right  perfon,  for 

*  our  Governments  to  apply  to,  if  the  In- 

*  dians  are  fubje6l  to  your  orders/ 
Finding  himfelf  thus  clofely  prefled> 

he  promifed  to  do  what  lay  in  his  power 

to 
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to  bring  them  to  an  accommodation,  and  1725. 
to  reftore  thofe  captives  who  were  in  the 
fiands  of  the  French,  on  the  payment  of 
what  they  had  coft ;  and  he  engaged  to 
fee  that  no  unrealonable  demands  ftiould 
be  made  by  the  perlbns  who  held  them  in 
fervitude ;  as  to  thofe  who  ftill  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  he  faid,  he 
had  no  power  over  theni,  and  could  not 
engage  for  their  redemption.  He  com- 
plained in  his  turn,  of  the  Governor  of 
New- York,  for  building  a  fort  on  .the  riv- 
er Onondago,  ^and  faid,  that  he  fhould 
look  upon  that  proceeding  as  a  breach  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  j  and  he  boafted  that 
he  had  the  five  nations  of  the  Iroquois  fo 
ffluch  under  his  influence,  that  he  could 
at  any  time,  caufe  them  to  make  war  up- 
on the  fubjedls  of  Great-Britain. 

TheCommiflioners  employed  themfelves 
Very  diligently  in  their  inquiries  refpe^Sl- 
mg  the  captives,  and  in  fettling  the  terms 
of  their  redemption .     They  fucceeded  in 
^iFeftingthe  ranfom  of  fixteen,  and  engag- 
ing for  ten  others.     The  Governor  oblig- 
ed the  French,  who  held  them,  to  abate  of 
their  demands ;  but  after  all,  they  were 
paid  for  at  an  e.xorbitant  rate.     He  was 
extremely  defirous,   that  the  gentlemen 
ftould  have  an  interview  with  the  Indians, 

who 
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1725-  who  were  at  war;  and  for  this  purpof^' 
fent  for  a  number  of  them  frcmi  the  vil- 
lage of  St.  Francis,  and  kept  them  con- 
cealed in  Montreal.  The  Commiflioners 
had  repeatedly  told  him,  that  they  had  nd 
power  to  treat  with  them,  and  that 
they  would  not  fpcak  to  themunlefs  they 
ihould  defi're  peace.  At  his  requeft,  the 
chiefs  of  the  Nipiffins  vifited  the  Comitiif- 
lioners,  and  faid  that  they  difapproved  the 
war  which  their  children  the  Abenaquis 
had  made,  and  would  perfuade  them  to 
afk  for  peace.  After  a  variety  of  manoeu- 
vres, the  Governor  at  length  promifed  the 
Commiflioners,  that  if  they  would  confent 
to  meet  the  Indians  at  his  houfe,  they 
fliould  fpeak  firft.  This  affurince  produc- 
ed an  interview ;  and  the  Indians  alkftl 
the  commiffioners  whether  they  would 
make  propofals  of  peace?  they  anfwered, 
No.  The  Indians  then  propofed,  that  *if 
*the  Englifh  would  demoUfli  all  theif 

*  forts,  and  remove  one  mile  weftward  of 

*  Saco  river  -,  if  they  would  rebuild  their 

*  church  at  Norridgwog,  and  rejlore  to  therrP 
'  their  priejiy  they  would  be  brothers  again.' 
The  Commiffioners  told  them  that  they 
had  no  warrant  to  treat  with  them  j  but 
if  they  were  difpofed  for  peace,  they  fhould 
have  fafe  conduft  to  and  from  Bofton  or 
Portfmouth  s  and  the  Governor  promifed 

to 
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tQ  fend  his  fonwith  them  to  fee  jiiftice  1725, 
d^one.  They  anfwered,  that  •  this  was  the 
^  only  place  to  conclude  peace,  as  the  na-^ 
*  tions  were  near  and  could  readily  att^d/ 
The  Grovernor  would  have  had  them  recede 
frpci  th^ir  propofals,  which  he  laid  were 
uwetfonable,  and  make  others  5  but  fath- 
a:  Le  Chafe,  a  Jefuit,  being  prefent,  and 
acting  ^  interpreter  for  the  Indians,  cmw 
barraflfed  the  matter  fo  much  that  nol^iing 
more  wais  propofed.  It  w^s  ob&rved  by 
the  commiflioners,  that  when  they  con-*. 
verfed  with  the  Governor  alone,  they 
fcund  him  more  candid  and  open  to  con- 
viftion,  than  when  Le  Chafe^  or  any  oth- 
w  Jefuit  was  prefent  j  and,  through  the 
whok  of  their  negociation,  it  evidently 
appeared,  that  the  Governor  himfelf^  as 
well  as  the  Indians,  were  liibjea  to  the 
powerful  influence  of  thefc  ecclefiaftics; 
of  whom  there  was  a  feminary  in  Canada, 
«nder  the  direftion  of  the  Abbe  de  Bel- 
mont. 

Having  completed  their  bufinefs,  and 
the  rivers  and  lakes  being  clear  of  ke,  the 
Commiflioners  took  their  leave  of  the  Gov- 
Vnor,  and  fet  out  on  their  return,  with 
the  redeemed  captives,  and  a  guard  of  fol- 
^'^ers,  which  the  Governor  ordered  to  at- 
tend them,  as  far  as  Crown-point.    They 

went 
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1725.  went  down  the  river  St.  Lawrcn€e  to  thcS 

^•^^^    mouth  of  the  Sorel,  then  up  that  river  tc^ 

Chamblee,  and  through  the  lakes  to  fort 

Nicholfon.     After  a  pleafant  paffage^-of 

**•'  '•     {tvcn  days,  they  arrived  at  Albainy. 

Here  they  found  Commiflioners  of  Irt- 
dian  affairs  for  the  Province  of  New- York, 
to  whom  they  communicated  the  obferva- 
tions  which  they  had  made  in  Canada, 
and  what  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  had 
faid  refpedling  the  five  nations,  and  the 
fort  atOnandago.  There  being  a  deputa- 
tion from  thefe  nations  at  Albany,  they  hdd 
a  conference  with  them,  and  gave  them 
belts ;  requefting  their  afliflance  in  eftab- 
lilhing  a  peace  with  the  Abenaquis.  From 
this  place  Mr.  Atkinfon  wrote  to  M.  Cav- 
ai>ielle,  fon  of  the  Marquis,  acknowledg- 
ing the  polite  reception  the  Commiffion- 
ers  had  met  with  from  the  family;  fub- 
joining  a  copy  of  the  information  which 
they  had  given  to  the  Commiffioners  of 
New- York;  and  promifing,  that  a  due 
reprefentation  fhould  be  made,  to  the 
Kings  of  England  and  France,  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  their  negociation. 

The  report  of  the  Commiffioners  being 
laid  before  the  AfTemblies  of  Maflachufetts 
and  New-Hampfhire»  it  was  determined 
to  profecute  the  war  with  vigor.     Orders 

were 


[ 
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were  iffued  for  the  defence  and  fupply  of  ty^S* 
the  frontiers,  and  for  the  encouragement 
of  ranging  parties,  both  volunteers  and 
militia.  A  petition  was  fent  to  the  King> 
complaining  of  the  French  Governor,  and 
defiring  that  orders  might  be  given  to  the 
other  Colonies  of  New-^England,  and  to 
New- York,  to  fumifh  their  quotas  of  af- 
fiftance,  in  the  further  profecution  of  the 
war  5  and  letters  were  written  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New^York,  requefting  that  fuch 
of  the  hoftile  Indians  as  Ihould  refort  to 
Albany,  might  be  feized  and  fecured. 

The  good  eff efts  of  this  miffion  to  Can- 
ada were  foon  vifible.  One  of  the  Indian 
toftages  who  had  been  detained  at  Bpfton 
through  the  whole  wai',  together  with  one 
who  had  been  taken,  were  allowed  on  their 
parole,  to  vifit  their  countrymen;  and 
they  returned  with  a  requeft  for  peace. 
Cqmmiflioners  from  both  Provinces  went 
to  St.  George's;  ^here  a  conference  was 
held,  which  ended  in  a  propofal  for  a  far- 
ther treaty  at  Bofton.  In  the  mean  time, 
fojne  of  the  enemy  were  difpofed  for  furth- 
^mifchief.  Thofe  who  had  been  con- 
cerned in  taking  Hanfon's  family  at  Dov- 
%  in  a  fhort  time  after  their  redemption 
^nd  return,  came  down  with  a  defign  to 
take  them  again,  as  they  had  threatened 

them 
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1725.  tliem  before  they  left  Canada.  Whcif 
^^^  they  had  come  near  the  houfe,  they  obfelv* 
ed  fome  people  at  work  in  a  neighbouring^ 
field,  by  which  it  was  neceflaiy  for  thctnf 
to  pafs,  both  in  going  and  returning. 
This  obliged  them  to  alter  their  purpofc^  j 
and  conceal  themfelves  in  a  barn,  till  they 
were  ready  to  attack  them.  Two  women 
paffed  by  the  bam,  while  they  were  in  it, 
and  had  juft  reached  the  garrifon  as  the 
guns  were  fired.  They  fhot  Benjamin 
Evans  dead  on  the  fpot  5  wounded  Willi- 
am Evans  and  cut  his  throat  5  John  Evaitf 
received  a  flight  wound  in  the  breaft, 
which  bleeding  plentifully,  deceived  them, 
and  thinking  him  dead,  tiiey  ftripped  and 
fcalped  him :  He  bore  the  painful  opera- 
tion without  difcovering  any  figns  of  lifei 
tiiough  all  the  time  in  his  pcrfeft  fenfcs, 
'  and  continued  in  the  feigned  appearance 
of  death,  till  they  had  turned  him  OMcr, 
and  ftruck  him  feveral  blows  with  thdr 
guns,  and  left  him  for  dead.  After  they 
were  gone  off  he  rofe  and  walked,  naked 
and  bloody,  toward  the  garrifon;  but 
on  meeting  his  friends  by  the  way  drop-* 
ped,  fainting  on  the  ground,  and  being 
covered  with  a  blanket  was  conveyed  to 
the  houfe.  He  recovered  and  lived  fifty 
years.    A  purfuit  was  made  after  the  en^ 

cmy^ 
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femy^  but  they  got  off  undifcovcred,  carry-    172  5. 
tng  with  them  Benjamin  Evans,  junior,  a 
bd  of  thirteen  yearsold,  to  Canada,  whence 
he  was  redeemed  as  ufual  by  a  charitable 
colie6lion. 

This  was  the  laft  effort  of  the  enemy  in 
Ncw-Hampfliire.  In  three  months,  the 
treaty  which  they  defired  lyas  held  at  Bof-  Dec.  15; 
ton,  and  the  next  fpring  ratified  at  Fal- 
mouth. A  peace  was  concluded  in  the 
ufual  form  5  which  was  followed  by  re- 
ftraming  all  private  traffic  with  the  Indiw 
ans,  and  eftablifhing  truck-houfes  in  con- 
venient places,  where  they  were  fupplied 
with  the  neceffaries  of  life,  on  the  moft  HatcWnw 
advantageous  terms.  Though  the  govern-  *"  '^' ' 
ments  on  the  whole,  were  lofers  by  the 
tr^,  yet  it  was  a  more  honorable  way  of 
preferving  the  peace,  than  if  an  acknow- 
ledgment had  been  made  to  the  Indians 
in  any  other  manner. 

None  of  the  other  Colonies  of  New- 
England  bore  any  (hare  in  the  expenfes  or 
calamities  of  this  war ;  and  New-Hamp- 
fliire  did  not  fufFer  fo  much  as  in  former 
wars ;  partly  by  reafon  of  the  more  ex- 
tended frontier  of  Maflachufetts,  both  on 
the  eaftern  and  weftern  parts,  againfl:  the 
former  of  which  the  enemy  direfted  their 
greateft  fury ;  and  partly  by  reafon  of  the 
F  fuccefs 
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J  72y.  fu<:cefs  of  the  ranging  parties,  who  con-- 
ftantly  traverfed  the  woods  as  far  north- 
ward as  the  White  Mountains.     The 
militia  at  this  time  was  .completely  train- 
ed for  a6live  fervice  5  every  man  of  forty 
years  of  age  having, feeh  more  than  twen- 
ty years  of  war.     They  had  been  ufed  ,U 
handle  their  arms  from  the  a^e  of  childhood 
and  moft  of  them,  by  long  pra6lice,  had 
become  excellent  markfmen,   and  good 
hunters.      They  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  lurking  places. of  the  enemy j 
and  poffeffed  a  degree  of  hardinefs  and  in- 
trepi^ty,  which  can  be  acquired  only  by 
the  habitude  of  thofe  fcenes  of  danger  and 
fatigue,  to  which  they  were  daily  expofed- 
They  had  alfo  imbibed  from  their  infancj 
a  ftrong  antipathy  to  the  favage  natives  ■ 
which  was  ftrengthened  by  repeated  hor 
rors  of  blood  and  defolation,  and  not  ob 
literated  by  the  intercourfe  which  the 
had  with  them  in  time  of  peace.     As  tb 
Indians  frequently  reforted  to  the  fronti^ 
towns  in  time  of  fcarcity,  it  was  comma 
for  them  to  vifit  the  families  whom  the 
had  injured  in  war^  to  recount  the  cii 
cumftances  of  death  and  torture  which  ha 
been  pra£lifed  on  their  friends  5  and  whei 
provoked  or  intoxicated,  to  threaten  a  rep 
etition  of  fuch  infults,  in  future.wars.  T 

.  bea 
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bear  fuch  treatment  requit-ed  more  thari  1725; 
human  patience ;  and  it  is  not  improba-  ^^'"^^ 
ble  that  fecret  niiirdcrs  Were  Sometimes 
the  confequence  of  thefe  harfh  provoca- 
tions. Geitain  it  is,  that  when  any  per- 
foh  was  arrefted,  fdr  kilHrig  an"  Indian  iri 
time  of  peace,  he  was  either  forcibly  refbu- 
ed  from  the  hands  of  juftice,  or  if  brought 
to  trial,  invariably  acquitted ;  it  being  im- 
poffible  to  inipailhfei  a  jilry  JTome  of  whom 
had  not  fuff6red  by  the.  Indians^  either  ill 
fceir  perfbns  or  fainiUesi  . 


CHAP^ 
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CHAP.     XV. 

Wentworth's  adminijlration  cpntinuedk 
Burnet's Jhort  adminifirafion.  Belcvl^ 
zKfuceeeds  him.    Went  worth's  death 

.   and  chara^er. 


D 


^URING  the  war,  tire  Lieutenant 
Governor  had  managed  the  execu- 
tive department  with  much  prudence;  the 
people  were  fatisfied  with  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  entertained  an  afFedlion  for  hinii 
which  was  exprefled  not  only  by  words, 
but  by  frequent  grants  of  money,  in  the 
1726.  General  Aflembly.    When  he  returned 
vv^    from  Bofton,  where  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
^**^  ^^  concluded,  they  prefented  to  him  an  ad- 
drefs  of  congratulation,  and  told  him  that 
*  his  abfence  had  feemed  long ;  but  \k 
cenen*     *  fervicc  he  had  done  them  filled  theii 
,  couriRec  «  hearts  with  fetisfaftion/     This  addrefi 
was  followed  by  a  grant  of  one  hundred 
pounds.     He  had,  juft  before,  confentcc 
to  an  emiffioA  <tf  two  thoufand  pounds  ii 
bills  of  credit,  to  be  paid,  one  half  in  tb 
year  1735,  and  the  o^er  half  in  1736*  A 
cxcife  was  laid  for  three  years,  and  wa 
farmed  for  three  hundred  pounds. 

Th 
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The  divifioxlal  line  between  the  Prov-  tyz6. 
iiices  of  New-Hampftiire  and  Maflachu-  ^-"^^ 
fetts  was  yet  unfettled,  and  in  addition  to 
the  ufual  difadv^itages  occaiioned  by  this 
long  negle^,  4  new  one  arofc.  By  the 
ccmilru|Elipn  which  Ma0achuretts  put  on 
djiejir  charter^  all  the  lands  three  miles 
northward  of  the  river  Merriiiiack  were 
within  their  liniits.  Qa  tliis  principle^  a 
grant  had  formerly  been  made  to  Gover- 
nor Endicot^  of  fome  lands  at  Penacook ; 
which  had  been  the  feat  of  a  numerous 
and  powerful  tribe  of  Indians.  The  qual- 
ity of  the  land  at  that  place  invited  the 
attention  of  a^venjturers  from  Andover,  ,^^,^^^. 
Bi?i4fQrd  an4  flavprhiili  to  whom  a  grant  ^^^^^^ 
was  made  of  ^  townfhip,  feven  miles 
^uare }  comprehending  the  Jands  on  both 
Mes  of  the  Merrimack,  extending  fouth- 
wardly  from  the  branch  callpd  Contoo- 
cook.  This  grant  awajcened  the  atten- 
tipri  of  others  5  and  a  motion  was  made 
W  the  AJaffachufetts  Affembly,  for  a  line  ^^'  »»• 
oftpwnfhips,  to  extend  fronj  Dunftable 
«n  Merrimack,  to  Northfield  on  Connec- 
^cutriverj  but  the  motion  was  not  im- 
niediately  adopted-  TheAflemblyofNew- 
ifftnjpfliire  was  al^rpied.  Newman,  their 
^g^nt,  had  been  a  long  time  at  the  Britifli 
Coyrt,  foliciting  the  fettlement  of  the  line, 
F  3  and 
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1726.  and  a  fupply  of  military  ftorcs  for  tKe  fort^ 
^■"^  Frefh  inftru^tionis  were  fent  to  him  to  exr 
pcdite  the  bufincfs,  and  to  fubmit  the  fet- 
tlement  of  the  line  to  the  King.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  go  to  Pcnacook,- 
MkI'.  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Maffacha- 
fetts,  then  employed  in  laying'  out  the 
lands,  and  to  renionftrate  againft  their 
proceeding!  A  furvey  of  other  lands  near 
Winipifeogee  lake,  was  ordered  5  that  it 
might  be  known,  what  number  of  town- 
fliips  could  bel  aid  out,  independently  of 
the  Maflachufetts  claim.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  heirs  of  Allen  renewed  their  en^ 
deavours,  and  one  of  them,  John  Hobby, 
petitioned  the  Affembly  to  compound 
with  him  for  his  claim  to  half  the  Prov- 
ince 5  but  the  only  anfwer  which  he  could 
obtain  was  that  ^  the  Courts  of  law  were 
competent  to  the  determination  of  titles/ 
and  his  petition  was  difiniffed. 

Both  Provinces  became  eameftlyengag-i 
ed.  Maflachufetts  propofed  to  New- 
Ham  pfliire  the  appoihlmeht  of  commif^ 
fioners,  to  eftablifh  the  line.  The  New-r 
Hampfhire  Aflembly  refufed,  becaufe  they 
had  fubmitted  the  cafe  to  the  King.  The 
Maflachufetts  people,  forefeeing  that  th6 
refult  of  this  application  might  prove  un- 
favorable to  their  claim  of  jurifdiftion, 

were 
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••were  fblicitous  to  fecurc  to  themfelves  the    1 726. 
•property  of  the  lands  in  queftion.     Ac-    ***^^ 

cordingly,  the  propofed  line  of  townfhips    . 

being  furveyed,  *  pretences  were  encour- 

*  aged  and  even  fought  after,  to  entitle 

*  pcrfons  to  be  grantees/    The  defcend-  "nitsVu 
ants  of  the  officers  and  foldiers,  who  had 

been    employed  in  expeditions    againfl: 
the  Narragarifet  Indians,  and  againftt;::an- 
ada,  in  the  preceding  century,  were  ad- 
mitted ;  and  the  furvivors  of  the  late  Cap-  ._• 
tarn  Loveweirs  company,  with  the  heirs  fctunec. 
of  the  deceafed,  had  a  fele6l  traft  granted 
to  them  at  Suncook.     There  was  an  ap- 
pearance of  gratitude  in  making  thefe 
grants,  and  there  would  have  been  policy 
in  it,  had  the  gfantees  been  able  to  comply 
with  the  conditions.     New-Hamp(hire    ^7^7* 
followed  the  example,  and  made  grants  of  m^I^& 
thetoWnftiipsofEpf6miChichefter,Bam-  ^^• 
ftfiadv  Canterbury,"  Gilmantown  and-Bow. 
All  thefe,-  eSrc^^tlhg  the  .»laft,  were  un- 
douljtiedly  witliin  their  limits;   but  the 
grant  bf  Bow  interfeted  with  the  grants 
•wlnch;.Maffachafetts.had:raade,at  Pena- 
cook  and  Suncook,  and  gave  rife  to  .a  liti- 
Satioh,'^vCedious,  ex^enfive,  and  of  forty 
y^rs  continuance.  ' 

Thefe  trafts  of:  land  granted  by  both 

Provinces  were  too  numerous  and  exten- 

F  4  five. 


^ 
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1727.  five.  It  was  impra6^icabk  to  fulfil  A6 
^"'^^  conditions,  on  which  the  grants  w^rcma^e. 
Had  the  fame  liberal  policy  pr^vsuled  hm 
as  in  Pennfylvania,  and  had  the  impofta* 
tion  of  emigrants  from  abroad  been  en- 
couraged, the  country  might  have  been 
foon  filled  with  inhabitants  ;  but  the  peo- 
ple of  Londonderry  were  already  looked 
upon  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  a  farthtr 
intrufion  of  ftrangers  was  feared,  left  they 
fhould  prove  a  burden  and  charge  to  tte 
community.  People  could  not  beipared 
from  the  old  towns.  Penacook  was  alqaoft 
the  only  fettlement  wliich  was  efFeftedby 
emigrants  from  Maflachufetts.  A  fmall 
beginning  was  made,  by  the  New-Hamp- 
fhire  proprietors,  at  Bow,  on  Suncook  riv- 
er; but  the  moft  of  the  intermecfiate 
country  remained  uncultivated  for  many 
years .  Schemes  of  fettlement  were  indeed 
continually  forming ;  meetings  of  propri- 
ctors  were  frequently  held,  and  an  avari* 
cious  fpirit  of  fpeculating  in  landed  prop- 
erty prevailed ;  but  the  real  wealth  and 
improvement  of  the  country  inftcad  of 
being  promoted  were  retarded. 

On  the  death  of  King  George  I  ;^  the 
^^^  Affembly,  which  had  fubfifted  five  years, 
Rec"?dJ!"  ^^^  ®^  courfe  diflolved  -,  and  writs  for  the 
No^.  ai.   eleftion  of  another  were  iffued  in  the 

name 
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jiame  of  George  II.    The  long  continu-  1727. 
ance  of  this  Aflembly  was  principally  ow-    *^^ 
ing  to  the  abfence  of  Governor  Shute,  in 
vihx^e  adminiflration  it  commenced }  and 
.^  WKeitainty  of  liis  return  or  the  apr 
pointment  of  a  fuccelTor.    It  had  been 
deemed  a  grievance,  and  an  attempt  had 
been  made  in  •1724  to  limit  the  duration 
of  Memblies  to  three  years,  in  conformi^ 
^  to  ^e  cuftom  of  England.    At  the 
meeting  of  the  new  Affembly,  the  firft  ^'  '^' 
bufinefs  which  they  took  up  was  to  moive 
for  a  triennial  aft.    The  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor vfzs  difpoied  to  gratify  them.  Both 
lioules  agreed  in  framing  9n  aft  for  a^tn* 
ennial  Aflembly,  in  wluch  the  duration. 
of  the  prdent  Ailembly  was  limited  to 
three  years  (unlefs  fooneritiflblved  by  the 
commander  in  chief)  writs  were  to  iflue 
fifteen  days  at  leaft,  before  a  new  eleftion; 
4he  qualification  of  a  reprefentative  was 
declared  to  be  a  freehold  diUte  of  three 
hundred  pounds  value.  The  qualification  Mts«>». 
of  an  elector  was  a  real  cftate  or  tirty  i77i,w« 
pounds,  wthin   the  town  or  prccinft  ' 
where  the  ele6lion  ftiould  be  made  $  but 
habitancy  was  not  required  in  either  cafe  5 
the  feleftmen  of  the  town,  with  the  mod- 
erator of  the  meeting,  were  conftituted 
judges  of  the  qualifications  of  elcftors, 

faving 
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2727.  faving  an*  appeal  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprei 
fentatives.  ••This  aft  having  been  paffed, 
in  due  forteii  received  the  royal  approba- 
tion, ahd  was  the  only  aft  which  could 
be  called'^  6onfl:itution  or  form  of  Gov- 
ernment,    cftablifhed  by  the  people  of 
New-Jiarhplhire  s  all  other  parts  of  thdr . 
-government  being  founded  on  royal  com*- 
miffions  and  inftruftions.     But  this  aft 
was  defeftive,  in  not  determining  by  whom 
the  writs  ftiould  be  iffued,  and  in  not  4?f- 
cribing  the  places  from  which  Reprefenta- 
tives  {hould  be  called,  either  by  name,  ex- 
tent or  population.  This  defeft  gave  birth 
49  a  longhand  bitter  controverfy,  as  wiU 
be.  feen:hereafter. 

'  Thetriennial  a6l  beingpaffed,  the  Houfe 
were  difpofed  to  make  other  alterations  ift 
the  goyornment.  An  appeal  was  allowed 
in:4fl.<^yil:^^cafes.from  the  inferior  to  the 
&perk)rt3ourt.;;if  the  matter  in  control- 
^erfy  exceeded  one  hundred  pounds,  anoth* 
jcr  appeai:;was  allowed  to  the  Governor 
and  Council;  and  if  it  •  exceeded  .  three 
hundred  pounds,  to  the  King  in  Councih 
The  japp^  t6  the  Governor  and  Council 
wasiirfteftablifhed  by  Cutts's  commiflion, 
and  continued  by  fubfequent  commiffiora 
and  inftru6lions.  In  Queen  Anne*s  tim^ 
it  was.  complained  of  as  a  grievance,  that 

the 
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die  Governor  and  Council  received  ap-  1727. 
peals  and  decided  caufes,  without  taking  ^""^^ 
an  oath  to  do  juftice.  An  oath  was  then 
prefcribed  and  taken.  The  authority  of  this 
courtJiadbeenrecognifed  by  feveralclaufes 
in  the  laws ;  but  was  difrelifhed  by  many 
of  the  people;  partly  becaufe  the  judges 
who  had  before  decided  cafes,  were  gene* 
rally  members  of  the  Council ;  partly  be- 
caufe no  jury  was  admitted  in  this  court 
of  appeal  >  and  partly  becaufe  no  fuch  in- 
ftitution  was  known  in  the  neighbouring 
Province  of  Maffachufetts.  The  Houfe 
moved  for  a  repeal  of  the  feveral  claufes 
in  the  laws  relative  to  this  obnoxious 
court;  the  Council  non-concurred  their 
vote,  and  referred  them  to  the  royal  in- 
feuftions.  The  Houfe  perfifted  in  their 
endeavors,  and  the  Council  in  their  oppo- 
fition.  Both  fides  grew  warm,  and  there 
was  no  profpefl  of  an  accommodation. 
The  Lieutenant  Governor  put  an  end  to 
the  ieffion,  and  foon  after  difTolved  the 
Affembly  by  proclamation. 

Anew  Affembly  was  called  ;  .the  fame  1728. 
perfons,  with  but  two  or  three  exceptions, 
were  re-eledled,  and  the  fame  fpirit  ap- 
peared in  all  thdir  tranfaftions.  They 
chofe  for  their  fpeaker  Nathaniel  Weare^ 
V^o  had  been  fpeaker  pf  the  former  AU 

jfembly. 
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1728.  fembly,  and  having  as  ufual  prefentedhinj 
to  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  he  n^tivcd 
the  choice.  The  Houfe  defired  to  knpw 
by  v^hat  authority ;  he  produced  his  copit 
mifGon  -,  nothing  appeared  in  that>  whkH 
fatisfied  them  -,  and  they  adjourned  from 
day  to  day  vsrithout  doing  any  bufiQ^&t 
After  nine  days  they  chofe  another  Spea^c^r 
er,  Andrewr  Wiggin,  and  fent  up  thg  yqts^ 
with  a  preamble,  juftifying  their  former 
choice.  The  Lieutenant  Gpvemor  ap^ 
proved  the  Speaker,  but  difapproved  the 
preamble;  and  thus  the  controyerfy  clof- 
ed,  each  fide  retaining  their  own  opinioot 
Thefpceches  and  meflages  from  the  chair, 
and  the  anfwers  from  the  Houfe,  during 
this  feffion,  were  filled  with  reproaches  1 
the  public  bufinefs  was  conduced  with  ilj 
humour,  and  the  Houfe  carried  their  op^ 
pofition  lo  far  as  to  pafs  a  vote  for  addrcff* 
ing  the  King  to  annex  the  Province  to 
MafTachufetts ;  to  thiq  vote  the  Council 
made  no  anfwer.  But  as  a  new  Governor 
was  expefted,  they  agreed  in -appointing  a 
committee  of  both  Houfes  to  go  tp  Eof- 
ton,  and  compliment  him  on  his  arrival. 

Theexpe6led  Governor  was  William 
Burnet,  fon  of  the  celebrated  Bifhop  of 
Sarum,  whofe  name  was  dear  to  the  peo-^ 
pie  of  New-England,  as  a  fteady  and  ac*^ 
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tive  friend  to  civil  and  religious  liberty.  1728* 


Mr.  Burnet  was  a  man  of  good  under- 
ftanding  and  polite  literature;  fond  of 
books  and  of  the  convcrfation  of  literary 
men  J   but  an  enemy  to  oftcntation  and 
parade.    He  had  been  Governor  of  New- 
York  arid  New-Jerfey,  and  quitted  thofe 
.  Provinces  with  relu6tance,  to  make  way 
for  another  perfon,  for  whom  the  Britilh 
Miniftry  had  to  provide.  Whilft  at  New- 
York,  he  was  very  popular,  and  his  fame 
having  reached  New-England,  theexpcft- 
.  ations  of  the  people  were  much  raifol  on 
Ae  news  of  his  appointment,  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of   Maflachufetts   and    New- 
Hampfhire.  Lieutenant  Governor  Went- 
*orth  charaderifed  him  in  one  of   his 
fpctches  as  *  a  gentleman  of  known  worth, 
*  having  juftly  obtained  an  univerfal  regard 
^  from  all  who  have  had  the  honor  to  be 
'Under  his  government/  He  was  received  jqSjm; 
with  much  parade  at  Bofton,  whither  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  New-Hampfliire, 
*nith  a  committee  of  the  Council  and  Af- 
fembly,  went  to  compliment  him  on  his 
anrival*  Mr. 

*  Mr,  Htttthiofofl  ha«  reprefcnted  Governor  Caroet  as  a  man  of 
i^nmour,  and  gireo  ah  anecdote  refpefting  his  indiiferenceto  tbecuftom 
*<  faying  grace  at  meala«  The  following  (lory  of  the  fame  kind,  per- 
««P«.  will  not  be  iifagreeable  to  the  reader- 

One  of  the  coiniiii,ttee,  who  went  from  Bofton^  to  meet  him  on  kTm 
*°*^i  of  Riiode-Ifland,  and  coodud  him  to  the  feac  oi  govemmeat^ 
"*«  the  facetious  Col.  Tailcr,  Burnet  complained  of  th€  long  gracea 
•liKh  were  faid  by  clergyman  ?a  the  roadj  and  a&cd  Taiier  when  ther 
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1728.  Mr.  Burnet  had  pofitive  inftniftiom 
■y^'^     from  the  crown  to  infift  on  the  eftabliih' 

ment  of  a  permanent  falary  in  both  his 
Provinces.  He  began  with  Maflachufetts, 
and  held  a  long  controversy  with  the  Gen- 
eral Court  to  no  purpofe.  In  New-Hamp-' 
fhire,  a  precedent  had  been  eftablifhed  in 
thq  adminiftration  of  Dudley,  which  was 
favorable  to  his  views.  Though  fome  or 
the  AfTembly  were  averle  to  a  permanent 
falary ;  yet  the  Lieutenatit  Governor  had 
feeicher^a  fo  much  iutereft  with  them,  by  virtue  of 
MSLcttert  ij^ving  made  them  proprietors  in  the  late- 
ly granted  townfhips,  that  they  were  in- 
duced to  confent  y  on  Condition  that  h« 
fhould  be  allowed  one  third  part  of  tlie 

1729.  falaryj  andtheyfliouldbedifcharged  from 
^^^   all  obligations  to  him.   This  bargain  being 

concluded,  the  Houfe  pafTed  a  vote,  with 

which  the  Council  concurred,to  pay,  'Gov- 

'  ernor  Burnet,  for  the  term  of  three  years,; 

Journal  of  '  ot  during  his  adminiftration,  thefum  of 

ttoufc^of    '  two  hundred  pounds  fterling,^  or  fix  hun- 

J^dveif"''  '  ^^^^  pounds  in  bills  of  credit ;  which  fuitt 

*  was  to  be  in  full  of  all  demands  from  this 

*  Government,  for  his  falary ;  and  all  ex-*. 
'  penfes  in  coming  to,  tarrying  in,  or  go-i 

*ing 

would  fliortcn.     He  anfwered,  <  The  graces  will  increafe  in  length,  tilf 

*  you  come  to  Bofton  f  after  that  they  will  ihorten  till  yoo  come  to 

*  your  government  of  Ncw-Himpfhire,  whTcre  your  I  xccllcncj  ffill  Bat 

*  no  grace  at  all/ 
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5  ing  from  this- Province;  and.alfofor    ^729* 

*  any  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  Lieu-     ^'''^^ 

*  tenant  Governox  5  and  that  the  excife  on 

*  liquors  fliould  be  appropriated  to  that  ufe/ 
To  this  vote  fix  of  the  Reprefentativcs 
entered  their  diflent. 

The  Governor  came  but  once  into  New-  sept.  7. 
Hampfhire.  His  death,  which  happened 
after  a  few  months,-  was  fiippofed  to  be 
occafioned  by  the  ill  effeft,  which  his  con- 
troverfy  with  Maflachufetts,  and  the  dif- 
appointment  which  he  fuiFered,  had  on 
his  nerves. 

When  the  death  of  Governor  Burnet 
was  known  in  England,  the  refentment 
againft:  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts  was 
very  high,  on  account  of  their  determined  ^j^^'; 
refufal  to  fix  a  falary  on  the  King's  Gov- 
ernor. It  was  even  propofed,. to. reduce 
them  to  ^  a  more  abfolute  dependence  on 
the  crown  ^  but  a  fpirit  of  moderation 
prevailed ;  and  it  was  thought  that  Mr. 
Jonathan  Belcher,  then  in  England, 
bemg  a  native  of  the  Province,  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  temper  of  his  coun- 
trymen would  have  more  influence  than  a 
ftranger,  to  carry  the  favorite  point  of  a 
fixed  falary  •  His  appointment,  as  Govern- 
or of  New-Hampfhire,  was  merely  an  ap- 
pendage to  his  other  commiflion. 

Belcher 


1730. 

Letters    of 
Francis 
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i73o>       Belcherwas  a  merchant  of  large  fortune 
Badb^'i    ^^^  unblemiflied  reputation.    He   had 
ttiih^p  ipent  fix  years  in  Europe;  had  been  twice 
of  uacbiiu  at  the  Court  of  Hanover,  before  the  pro- 
teftant  fucceifion  took  place  in  the  family 
of  Brunfwick  5  and  had  recdved  from  the 
Princefe  Sophia,  a  rich  golden  medal.  He 
was  graceful  in  his  perfon,  elegant  and 
polite  in  his  manners ;  of  a  lofty  and  af- 
piring  difpofition  j  a  fteady,   generous^ 
friend;  avindiftive,  but  not  implacable 
enemy.    Frank  and  fincere,  he  was  ex- 
tremely liberial  in  his  cenfures,  both  in 
converfation  and  letters.    Having  a  high 
fcnfe  of  the  dignity  of  his  commiffion,  he 
determined  to  fupport  it,  even  at  the  tx^ 
penfe  of  his  private  fortune ;  the  emolu* 
ments  of  office  in  botk  Provinces  being 
inadequate  to  the  ftyle  ifi  which  he  chofe 
to  live. 

Whilft  he  was  in  England,  and  it  was  ' 
uncertain  whether  he  would  be  appointed, 
or  Shute  would  return,  Wentworth  wrote 
letters  of  compliment  to  both.  Belcher 
knew  nothing  of  the  letter  to  Shute,  till 
his  arrival  in  America,  and  after  he  had 
made  a  vifit  to  New-Hampfhire,  and  had 
been  entertained  at  the  houfe  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor.  He  was  then  informed, 
that  Wentworth  had  written  a  letter  to 

Shute, 
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Jte,  of  the  fame  tewor  as  that  to  himi-  1^73^* 
;.  This  he  deemed  an  aft  of  dupttcity^  w^ 
w  far  it  was  fo,  cannot  now  bd  dfefer* 
i«d.  The  perfnaiioh  was  fo  ftroftg  in 
mind  of  Belcher>  that  oil  his  n^xt  vijRt 
Portfmouth,  he  refufcd  an  invitation  to 
intWorth^s  houfc.  This  was  Adt  the 
/  wAy  iii  whkh:  he  ihamfeiled  his  dif- 
ifure.  When  the  affair  of  t&e  fakry 
ae  before  the  Affemblyy  he  iiot  only  re-  Aug.  31. 
^^d  to  make  fuch  a  compromi^  as  Bttr- 
rhad  donej.  but  obliged  the  Lieutenant 
veitoor  nnder  his  handy  to^  '  (juit  ail 
Hi  to  any  part  of  the  falar^,  a^iStb  ac- 
wkdgethat  he  had  no expe^BEiiti^from, 
JependtenceohtheAflembly,  for  any  al^ 
ranee,  but  that  he  dependied  Wholly  on 
GovemorJ  The  fdniefaiary-v^&  then? 
piy  andiri  nearly  the  fame  words,,  as  t6 
prpdecefTor.  He  allowed' the  iLieuten- 
:  Governor^  the  fees  and  pci  fuifittesonly 
igharofe  from  regifffers,  ciistificates,  li- 
iferi  and  paffes,.  aniounting  to  about 
jr.  gouiids  Aerlin^;  Wentworth  and 
fxtiends  were  difappointed;an,d  diiguft- 
LHehitnfelf  did  not  tengifurviye;  be- 
tfeTaed* witfe  a  letharg^difordejJ,'he  died'  ^"; '';, 
Eh W  five  mantits ;  but  his  family  con- 
id<ias  rrfentedttie  afFrOrtti  and  drew  a 
ifiderable  party  into  their  views.  Ben- 
G  ning 
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1730.    ning  Wentworth,  his  fon,  and  Theodore 
V-r^    Atkixifon,  who  had  married  his  daughter, 
were  at  the  head  of  the  oppofilion.     The 
latter  was  removed  from  his  office  of  Col- 
le6lor  of  the  Cuftoms,  to  make  room  for 
Richard  Wibird ;  the  Naval  Office  was ' 
taken  from  him  and  given  to  Ellis  Hufkcj 
and  the  pffi.ce  of  High  Sheriff,  which  he 
had  held,  was  divided  between  him  and 
.    .      Eleazer  Ruffell.     Other  alterations  were 
made,  which  greatly  offended  the  friends 
of  the  late  Lieutenant  Governor;  but 
Belcher,  fatisfied  that  his  conduft  was 
agreeable  to  his  commiffion  and  inftmc-' 
tions,  difregarded  his  opponents  and  appre* 
hended  no  danger  from  their  refentment.>. 
Atkinfoh  was  a  man  of  humor,  and  toc^ 
occafion  to  exprefs  his  difguftin  a  fingulai? 
manner.     The  Governor,  who  *was.  fond' 
of  parade,  had  ordered  a  troop  of  horle,^ 
to  meet  him  on  the  road,  and  efcort  him' 
to  Portfmouth.     The  officers  of  govern-' 
ment  met  him,  and  joined  the  cavalcade 
Atkinfon  was  tardy ;  but  when  he  appear- 
ed, having  broken  the  Sheriffs  wand,  he 
held  one  half  in  his  hand.     Being  chid- 
by  the  Governor  for  not  appearing  {ooor 
er,  he  begged  his  Excellency  to  excufe  hiffli 
becaufe  he  had  but  half  aliorfe  to  ride. 
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In  addition  to  what  has  been  bbferved,  1730/ 
•cfpcfting  Lieutenant  Governor  Went-    ''^"^ 
Bvorth  ;*the  following  portrait  bf  his  cha- 
fafter,  by  fome  cbntemporary  ffiehd/ de- 
ferves  remembraace,   . 
*  He  was  bom  at  Portfmooth  of  Worthy  wew-Eng- 

*parc<its;"  from  whoni  he  had  a  relij^ous  iyjorr"ti.' 
^education.    His  inclination  leading' hitn  ^**'**** 

'  to  the  fea,  he  foon  became  a  commander 

*  of  note,  and  gave  a  laudable  example  to 

*  that  order,  by  his  fober  behaviour,  and 
^  his  conftant  care  to  uphold  the  worfhip 

*  of  God  in  his  fhip.    Wherever  he  came, 
^  by  his  difcreet  and  obliging  deportment,. 

*  he  gained  the  love  and  efteem  of  thofe 

*  with  whom  he  converfed. 

*  ^  On  his  leaving  the  fea,  he  had  confid- 
'  crable  bufinefs  as  a  merchant,  and  al- 

*  ways  had  the  reputation  of  a  fair  and 

*  generous  dealer. 

;  '  He  has  approved  himfelf  to  the  general 
'  acceptance  of  his  Majefty's  good  fubje6ls 
[  'throughout  this  Province,  and  under 
j  *  his  mild  adminiftration,  we  enjoyed  great 
i  *quietnefs. 

*  He  was  a  gentleman  of  good  natural 

*  abilities,  much  improved  by  converfa- 
•  *  tioH;  remarkably  civil  and  kind  to  ftran- 

'  gers ;  refpedlful  to  the  minifters  of  the 

*  gofpel  'y  a  lover  of  good  men  of  all  de- 

G  z  *  nominations  > 
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1730.   '  nominations ;  cqnapa^(^ate  an.4  l>W[n- 
\  l^ul  to  the  pocv  J  GQurtepus  an4  3|F%7 

*  blf?  to  ali ;  hi^yiog  a  cq^ftant  reg^d  to 

*  the  duj^es  oJf  divine  worihip,  in  p^iyate 
^  and  public,  and  paying  a^  di?.e  d^feapfiico 
f  to  a,l)  th^c^  fac^ed  inftitutions  of  Chnft. 

'  IL;  hac|  fixt:^e^  childrej^,  of  .wiH>H^ 

*  fourteeivyet  furyive  h^m/ 
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.Dunbar's  Lieutenanvy  and  enmity  {& 
Belcher.  Effhrts  to  fettle  th  boutfda^ 
.ry  lines.  Divijions.  Riot.  I'rade.  Epif^ 
capal  Church.  T'hroat  dijiemper. 

MR.  WElS^tWQRtH  was  fucceed- 
ed  in.  the  Lieutenaney  b^  David  ^3  ^• 
Dunbar,  Efq.  a  native  of  Ireland  and  a  ju^H^. 
reduced  Colonel  in  the  Britifh  iervice; 
who  was  alfb  deputed  to  be  farveyor  of 
the  King's  woods.  This  appointment 
was  made  by  the  recommendation  of  the 
Board  of  Trade ;  of  which  Col.  JBladen  was 
an  a6live  member,  who  bore  no  good  will 
to  Governor  Belchen  Dunbar  had  been  Horchm- 
commander  of  a  fort  at  Pcmaquid,  which  j^//**** 
it  was  in  contemplation  to  annex  to  Nova- 
Scotia.  He  had  taken  upon  him  to  gov- 
ern the  few  fcattered  people  in  that  dif- 
trift,  with  a  degree  of  rigor  to  which  they 
could  r\ot  eafily  fubmit.  This  conduft 
had  already  opened  a  controverfy,  between 
him  and  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts  5. 
and  it  was  very  unfortunate  for  Belcher 
to  have  fuch  a  perfon  c6nne6led  with  both 
his  governments.  What  were  the  merits, 
which  recommended  Dunbar  to  thefe  fta- 
G3  tions. 
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173 1,  tions,  it  is  not  eafy  at  this  time  to  deter* 
"""^  mine ;  the  only  qualifications,  which  appear 
to  have  pleaded  in  his  favor,  were  pov- 
erty and  the  friendfhipof  men  in  pow- 
er. He  was  an  inftrumeftt  of  intrigae 
and  difafFeftion ;  and  he  no  fooner  made 
his  appearance  in  New-Hampfhire,  than 
he  joined  the  party  who  were  in  oppofition 
to  the  Governor.  Belcher  perceived  the 
advantage  which  his  enemies  would  derive 
from  this  alliance,  and  made  all  the  ef- 
forts  in  his  power  to  difplace  him.  lii 
his  letters  to  the  miniftry,  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  to  his  friends  in  England,  he 
continually  reprefented  him  in  the  worft 

Msietttts.  light,  and  folicited  his  removal.  It  is  not 
improbable,  that  his  numerous  letters  of 
this  kind,  written  in  his  ufual  ftyle,  with 
great  freedom  and  without  any  referve, 
might  confirm  the  fufpicions,  raifed  by  the 
letters  of  his  adverfaries.  and  induce  the 
miniftry  to  keep  Dunbar  in  place,  as  a 
check  upon  Belcher,  and  to  preferve  the 
balance  of  parties. 

July  10.  Within  a  few  weeks  after  D  unba v's  com- 
ing to  Portfmouth,  a  complaint  was  drawn 
up  againft  Belcher,  and  figned  by  fifteen 
perfons ;  alleging  that  his  govemmeni:' 
was  grievous,  oppreffive  and  arbitrary, 
and  praying  the  King  for  his  removal. 
This  roufed  the  Governor's  friends,  at 

the 
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the  head  of  whom  was  Richard  Wal-    1731. 
dron,    the   fecretaiy,    who    drew    up  a  ^^^^cs 
counter  addrefs,  and  procured  an  hun-  ^n^dd^f- 
dred  names  to  be  fubfcribed.     Both  ad- 
dreffes  reached  England  about  the  fame 
time.     Richard  Partridge,  Mr.  Belcher's 
brother  in  law,  in  conjunction  with  his 
fon  Jonathan  Belcher,  then  a  ftudent  in 
the  Temple,  applied  for  a  copy  of  the 
complaint  againft  him,  at  the  Plantation  p^j^j^^^,, 
office,  and  obtained  it  -,  but  could  not  get  Jcttcn. 
fight  of  the  letters  which  accompanied  it, 
though,  on  the  foundation  of  thofe  letters, 
a  reprefentation  had  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  to  the  King. 

The  only  effeft  which  Dunbar's  letters 
had  at  that  time,  was  to  procure  the  ap- 
pointment of  Theodore  Atkinfon,Benning 
Wentworth  and  Jofhua  Peirce,  to  be 
Counfellors  of  New-Hampfhire -,  and 
though  Belcher  remonftrated  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  againft  thefe  appointments, 
and  recommended  other  perlons  in  their 
room,  he,  could  not  prevail,  any  farther 
than  to  delay  the  admiffion  of  the  two 
fonner  for  about  two  years ;  during  which 
time,  they  were  elefted  into  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  and  kept  up  the  oppofi- 
tion  there.  The  recommendations,  which 
he  made  of  other  perfons,  were  duly  attend- 
G  4  *       ed 
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173  f^  ed  to  when  vacancies  happened ;  and  thus 
^!5^>^  {he  Council  was  compofed  of  his  fri^ids,  | 
and  his  enemies.  The  civil  officers,  whom 
he  appointed,  were  fometimes  fuperfededi 
by  perfons  recommended  and  fent  from 
England  j  and  in  one  inftance,  a  commit 
fion  for  the  naval  office,  in  favor,  of  a  Mr. 
Reynolds,  fon  of  the  Biftiop  of  Lincoln, 
was  filled  up  in  England,  and  fent  over 
\vith  orders  fqr  hipi  to  fign  it ;  which  he 
was  obliged  pun6lually  to  obey. 

From  the  confidential  letters  of  the 
leading  men  on  both  fides,  which  have 
fallen  into  my  hands,  in  the  conrfe  of  my 
Bdcber'8,   rcfe^^ches,  the  views  of  each  party  may 
w.idron'8  plainly  be  feen  j  though  they  endeavored  . 
&  Thorn,   to  conceal  them  from  each  other.    The 
ieVnMS.  Governor  and  his  friends  had  projeftcd 
an  union  of  New-Hampfliire  with  Maffa- 
chufetts;  but  were  at  a  lofs   by  what 
means  to  bring  it  into  effect.     The  moft  ' 
defirable  method  wo.uki  have  been,  an 
unanimity  in  the  people  of  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  in  petitioning  the  Crown  for  it ;  but 
as  this  could  not  be  had,'  the  projeft  was 
kept  out  of  fight,  till  fome  favorable  op^ 
portunity  fhould  prefent. 

The  other  party  contemplated  not  onl/ 
the  continuance  of  a  feparate  government^ 
\)\)it  the  appointment  of  a.  diftinft  Gover- 
nor, 
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nor,  who  fhould  refide  in  the  Province,  i73i^ 
and  have  no  connexion  With  Maffachu- 
fetts.  The  grcateft  obftacle  in  their  way^ 
was  the  finallnefs  and  poverty  of  the  Prov- 
ince, wMch  was  not  able  to  fupport  a  gen- 
tleman in  the  charafter  of  Governor.  To 
remove  this  obftacle,  it  was  neccflary  to 
have  the  limits  of  territory,  not  only  fix- 
ed, but  enlarged.  They  were  therefore 
zealous,  in  their  attemps  for  this  purpofe  5 
and  had  the  addrefs  to  perfuade  a  majori- 
ty of  the  people,  that  they  would  be  gain- 
ers by  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  lines ;  that 
Ae  lands  would  be  granted  to  them  and 
Aeir  children  J  and  that  the  pxpenfe  of 
obtaining  the  fettlement  would  be  fo  trif- 
Bng,  that  each  man's  fhare  would  not 
Exceed  the  value  of  a  pullet* 

The  Governor's  friends  were  averfe  to 
prefling  the  fettlement  of  the  lin6 ;  and 
their  reafons  were  thefe.  The  controver- 
,fy  is  either  between  the  King  and  the  fub- 
jeds  of  his  charter  government  of  Maffa- 
chufetts ;  or  clfe,  between  the  heirs  of 
Mafon  or  Alien  and  the  people  of  Mafia- 
Aufetts.  If  tlie  Gontroveify  be  fettled 
even  in  favor  of  New-Hampfhire,  the  lands 
^hich  fall  within  the  line,  will  be  either 
Ae  King  s  property,  to  be  granted  by  his 
Governor  and  Cauncil  according  to  royal 

inflruftions  j 
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1731.  inftruftions ;  or  elfe  the  property  of  the 
heirs  of  Mafon  or  Allen,  to  be  dilpofed  of 
by  them.  On  both  fuppofitions,  the  peo- 
ple of  New-Hampfhire  can  have  no  prop- 
erty in  the  lands,  and  therefore  why 
fliould  they  be  zealous  about  the  divi- 
fion  or  tax  themfelves  to  pay  the  expenfe 
of  it? 

The  Governor,  as  obliged  by  his  In- 
ftru6lions,  frequently  urged  the  fettlement, 
of  the  lipes  in  his  fpeeches,  and  declared, 
that  the  AlTembly  of  New-Hampfhire  had 
done  more  toward  effe6ling  it,  than  that 
of  MafTachufetts.  A  committee  from  both 
Provinces  met  at  Newbury  in  the  autumn 
of  1 73 1 >  on  this  long  contefted  affair; 
but  the  influence  of  that  party  in  Maffa- 
chufetts,  of  which  Elifl^a  Cooke  was  at 
the  head,  prevented  an  accommodation* 
Soon  after  this  fruitlefs  conference,  the 
Reprefentatives  of  New--Hampfhire,  of 
whom  a  majority  was  in  favor  of  fettling 
the  line,  determined  no  longer  to  treat 
with  Malfachufetts ;  but  to  reprefent  the 
matter  to  the  King,  and  petition  him  to 
Rc^Ss?'  decide  the  controverfy-  Newman's  com- 
^^•7'  miiiion,  as  agent,  having  expired,  they 
chofe  for  this  purpofc,  John  Rindge, 
merchant,  of  Portfmouth,  then  bound  01^ 
a  voyage  to  London.     The  appointment* 

of 
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of  this  gentleman  was  fortunate  for  them,  173  !• 
not  only  as  he  had  large  connexions  in  ^-^^ 
England  -,  but  as  he  was  capable  of  ad- 
vancing money,  to  carry  on  the  folicita- 
tion*  The  Council,  a  majority  of  which 
was  in  the  oppofite  intereft,  did  neither 
concur  in  the  appointment,  nor  confent 
to  the  petition, 

Mr.  Rindge,  on  his  arrival  in  England,  17^4, 
petitioned  the  King  in  his  oWn  name,  and 
in  behalf  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  New- 
Hampftiire,  to  eftablifti  the  boundaries 
of  the  Province  5  but  his  private  affairs 
requiring  his  return  to  America,  he  did, 
agreeably  to  his  inftruftions,  leave  the 
bufinefs  in  the  hands  of  Capt.  John 
Thomlinfon,  merchant,  of  London  5  who 
was  well  known  in  New-Hampftiire, 
where  he  had  fi-equently  been  in  quality 
of  a  fea  commander.  He  was  a  gentleman 
<>f  great  penetration,  induftiy  and  addrefs ; 
and  having  fully  entered  into  the  views 
of  Belcher's  opponents,  profecuted  the  af- 
fair of  the  line,  *  with  ardor  and  dili- 
gence /  employing  for  his  folicitor,  Fer- 
dinando  John  Parris;  who  being,  well 
Applied  with  money,  was  indefatigable  in 
his  attention.  The  petition  was  of  courfe 
r^eferred  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  Fran- 
<^is\yilks  the  agent  of  Maffachufetts,  was 
fervcd  with  a  copy  to  be  lent  to  his  con- 
ftituents^  While 
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1732.  Whilft  the  raitter  of  the  line  was  penfl* 
^'^^  ing  on  the  dther  fldfe  of  the  AtkhtiCi  th4 
parties  in  New-Haitipftiife  maintdned 
their  oppofitioh ;  and  w6re  on  all  oecafidni 
vilifying  tod  abufiiigeach  other,  cfpecia!^ 
ly  in  their  letters  to  their  friends  in  Eiig-* 
laud.  On  the  one  fidej  Belcher  inceffandy 
repiefented  Dunbar,  as  the  fomeiiter  erf 
i^pofition  \  as  falfe,  perfidious,  malicious 
and  revengeful;  that  he  did  lio  fervice  to 
the  crown,  nor  to  himfelf ;  but  was^  *  t 

*  plague  to  the  Governor  and  a  deceived  o^ 

•  the  people/  He  was  alfo  very  liberdl  ih 
his  refleilions,  on  his  other  oppofers.  Oft 
the  other  fide,  they  repfefehtedhiiri  as  tin- , 
friendly  to  the  royal  intereft;  asobftruft- 
ing  the  fettlement  of  the  lines ;  conniving 
at  the  deftrudlion  of  the  King's  timber, 
and  partial  to  his  other  government,  where 
all  his  intereft  lay;  and  that  he  had  not 
even  a  freehold  in  New-Hampfhire.  As* 
an  inftance  of  his  partiality,  tliey  alleged, 
that  in  almoft  every  feflion  of  the  Affem- 

^733'  ^^y  ^^  Maflachufetts,  he  confented  to 
grants  of  the  difputed  lands,  to  the  people 
of  that  Province  ;  by  which  means,  their 
Affembly  raifed  money,  to  enable  their 
agent  to  protract  the  cont^overfy,  that 
they  might  have  opportunity  to  lay  out 
more  townfhips  \  while  at  the  lame  time, 

he 
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U  r^^cl  a  fupply  bill  of  the  New-  1733. 
Jfempflure  Affeoibly,  and  diffolved  them,  '^•""'^^ 
bficaufe  that  in  it,  they  had  made  an  appro* 
pdation  for  their  agent.  The  truth  was, 
that  the  Council  did  not  confent  to  the 
t^illj  b^caufe  they  had  no  hand  in  appoint- 
ing the  agent,  and  the  bill  never  came  bc-^ 
fore  the  Governor,  The  freqiuent  difia-. 
lution  of  Ai^mblies  was  another  fubjfi<5l 
of  complaint;  and  in  faft  tliis  meafure 
never  produced  the  dsefired  efFeft ;  for  the 
liunc  perfi?ns  were  generally  re-eloft^ 
aad  no  reconciling  mcafijirQs  were  adopted 
by  either  party* 

The:  Goveignor  frequently  complained^ 
ip  his:  fpeechies,  that  the  public  debt?  were  ^34* 
Dot  paid;  nof  the  fort,  priUbn^  a»d  other 
pubj^p  buildings  kept;  in  repair  y  becaufe 
of  their  failure  in  fupplyingthc  treafury* 
Tiyp  true  reafon  of  t^eir  not  fttpplying  it 
was,  thfiti  they  wanted  emiffions  of  papec 
money,  to  be  drawn  in,  at  diftant  periods  i. 
to  this  the  Governor  could  not  confent^ 
being  reftrained  by  a  royal  inftruftion,  as: 
well  as  in  principle  oppofed  tOi  all  fuch 
pr^6tices*  But  one  emiffion  of  paper  was 
^9^p  m  his  adminiftratioa;  and  for  its 
redemption  a  fund  was  eftabliftied  in  hemp» 
iron,  and  other,  produdlions  of  the  coun- 
try.   When  a  number  of  merchants,  and 

others 
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1734.  others  had  combined  to  iflue  notes,  to 
^**^  fapplythcplaceof  acurrency,  heiffucda 
proclamation  againft  them;  and  in  his 
next  ^leech  to  the  Afiembly,  condemned 
them  in  very  fcverc  terms.  The  Aflembly 
endeavored  to  vindicate  the  character  of 
the  bills  i  but  in  a  few  days  he  diflblved 
them,  with  a  reprimand  ;  charging  them 
mth  trifling,  with  injuftice  and  hypocrify. 
It  muft  be  remembered,  that  his  com- 
plaints of  an  empty  treafury  were  not  oc- 
cafioned  by  any  failure  of  his  own  falary,' 
which  was  regularly  paid  out  of  the  excife.' 
Belcher  revived  the  idea  of  his  predecef- 
ibr  Shute,  which  was  alfo  countenanced 
by  his  inftruftions,  that  he  was  virtually 
prefent  in  New-Hamp(hire,  when  perfon-* 
ally  abfent,  and  attending  his  duty,  in  his 
other  Province ;  and  therefore  that  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  could  do  nothing 
but  by  his  orders,     Dunbar  had  no  feat 
in  the  Council,  and  Shadrach  Walton  be- 
ing fenior  member,  by  the  Governor's  or-' 
der  fummoned  them  and  prefided.     He 
alfo  held  the  command  of  the  fort,  by  the 
Governor's  commiflion,  granted  paffes  for 
Ihips,  and  licenfes  for  marriage ;  and  re- 
ceived and  executed  military  orders,  asr 
occafion  required.    The  Lieutenant  Gov* 
ernor  contefted  this  point  -,  but  could  not 

prevail ; 
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prevail ;  and  finding  himfelf  reduced  to  a  1734 
ftate  of  infignificance,  he  retired  in  difguft,' 
to  his  fort  at  Pemaquid  5  where  he  refided 
almoft  two  years.  The  Governor's  friends 
gave  out  that  he  had  abfconded  for  debt, 
and  afFefted  to  triumph  over  the  oppofi- 
tion,  as  poor  and  impotent;  but  theii? 
complaints,   fupported    by  their    agent 
Thprnlinfon,  and  the  influence  of  Bladen 
fit  the  Board  of  Trade,  mad^animpreffioa 
there  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  Mr* 
Belcher  5  though  he  had  friends  among 
the  miniftry  and  nobility  5  the  principal  of 
whom  was  Lord  Townfend,  by  whofe  in- 
fluence he  had  obtained  his  commiffion* 
After  Dunbar's  return  to  Portfmouth, 
the  Governor  thought  it  good  policy  to 
relax  his  feverity  -,  and  gave  him  the  com- 
inand  of  the  fort,  with  th6  ordinary  per- 
^uifites  of  office,  amounting  to  abdut  fifty 
pounds  fterling.     Not  content  with  this, 
^  complained,  that  the  Governor  did  not 
allow  him  one  third  of  his  falary.     The 
Governor's  falary  was  but  fix  hundred 
pounds  currency  5  he  fpent  at  leaft  one 
hundred,  in  every  journey  to  New-Hamp- 
fl^ire,  of  which  he  made  two  in  a  year. 
At  the  fame  time  Dunbar  had  two  hun- 
dred pounds  fterling,  as  Surveyor  General 
of  the  woods  i  which,  with  the  perquifites,- 

amounting 
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1734.  amounting  to  one  hundred  more,  were 
divided  between  him  and  his  deputies. 
But  it  muft  be  remembered  that  he  was 
deeply  in  debt,  both  here  and  in  Englapd* 
The  rigid  execution  of  the  office  of 
Surveyor  General  had  always  been  attend- 
ed with  difficulty;  and  the  violent  manner, 
in  which  Dunbar  proceeded  with  trcf- 
paflers,  railed  a  fpirit  of  oppofitipn  on 
fuch  oecafiona.  The  ftatutes  for  the  pre- 
fefvation  of  the  woods  impowered  the  furw 
veyor  to  feize  all  logs,  cut  from  white  pine 
tr^es,  without  licenfe ;  and  it  refted  on 
the  claimant,  to  prove  his  property,  in 
the  court  of  Admiralty.  Dunbar  went 
to  tlie  faw-mills;  where  he  feized  and 
marked  large  quantities  of  lumber  y  and 
with  an  air  and  manner  to  which  he  had 
been  accuftomed  in  his  military  capacity,L 
abufed  and  threatened  the  people.  That 
clafs  of  men,  with  whom  he  was  difpofed 
to  contend,  are  not  eafily  mtimidated  with 
high  words  j  and  he  was  not  a  match  for 
them,  in  that  fpecies  of  controverfy,  which 
they  have  denominated  fwamp  law.^  An 
inflanceof  this  happened  at  Dover,  whith- 
er he  came,  with  his  boat's  crew,  to  -re- 
move a  parcel  of  boards,  which  he  had 
feized.  The  owner,  Paul  Gerrifh,  warned 
him  of  the  confecjuence  ^   D  unbar  threat-. 

ened 
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ened  with  death  the  fii-ftman  who  fhould  1734. 
cAftra6l  his  intentions  5  the  fame  threat 
was  returned  to  the  firft  man  who  ftiould 
remove  the  boards.  Dunbar's  prudence 
at  this  time,  got  the  better  of  his  courage, 
and  he  retired. 

Witfi  the  like  fpirit,  an  attempt  of  the 
fame  kind  was  fruftrated  at  Exeter,  whith- 
er he  fent  a  company  in  a  boat  to  remove 
lumber.  Whiift  his  men  were  regaling 
thcmfe!ves  at  a  public  houfe,  in  the  even- 
ing, and  boafting  of  what  they  intended 
to  do  the  next  day ;  a  number  of  perfons, 
fifguifed  like  Indians,  attacked  iaiid  beat 
Aem ;  whiift  others  cut  the  rigging  and 
fails  of  the  'bodt,  and  made  a  hole  in  her 
bottom.  The  party  not  finding  themfelves 
fafe  in  the  houfe,  retreated  to  the  boat, 
and  puflied  off;  but  being  there  in  dan- 
ger of  finking,  they  with  difficulty  regain- 
ed die  ihore,  and  hid  themfelves  till  morn- 
ing, when  they  returned  on  foot  to  Portf- 
mouth. 

This  was  deemed  a  flagrant  infult. 
Dunbar  fummoned  the  Council,  and  com-  ^pru  26. 
plained  to  them  of  the  riotous  proceedings 
at  Exeter,  where  there  was  *  a  confpiracy 
^  againft  his  life,  by  evil  minded  perfons, 
*  who  had  hired  Indians  to  deftroy  him.' 
He  propofed  to  the  Council,  the  ifluing 
H  of 
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1734.  of  a  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  to 


apprehend  the  rioters.  The  major  part 
of  the  Council  were  of  opinion,  that  no 
proclamation  could  be  iffued  but  by  the 
Governor.*  Information  being  fent  to 
the  Governor,  he  iffued  a  proclamation  j 
commanding  all  magiflrates  to  affiftin 
difcovering  the  rioters. 

This  tranfaflion  afforded  matter  for 
complaint,  and  a  memorial  was  drawn  up 
by  Thomlinfon,  grounded  on  letters  which 
he  had  received.  It  was  fuggefted,  that 
the  Governor's  pretence  to  fayor  the  fur-jji 
veyor  was  deceitful  -,  that  the  rioters  at''* 
Exeter  were  his  greatefl  friends  ;  that  the 
Msicttera.  Couucil,  whoUy  devoted*  to  him,  would 
not  advife  to  a  proclamation  till  they  had 
fent  to  BofVon  -,  that  the  proclamation 
was  delayed  5  and  when  it  appeared  offer- 
ed no  reward ;  though  Dunbar  had  pro- 
pofed  to  pay  the  money  himfelf ;  and, 
that  by  reafon  of  this  delay  and  omiflion, 
the  rioters  efcaped  with  impunity. 

In 

•  This  was  alfo  the  Governor's  opinion  5  and  in  his  letters  he  hf 
quently  alTerts  chat  Dunbar  had  no  command  in  New^Hampiluf't 
whilft  he  was  in  either  of  his  governmcots.  To  be  confiftent,  he  (bov* 
/  have  maintained,  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Maflachufcttib*^ 
no  command  whilft  he  was  in  New-Hampfliire  ;  but  there  occurs  sA 
Inftance  of  a  proclamation  iffued  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Pbift 
(M^rch  25,  1737)  en  occafion  of  a  riot  at  Bofton,  whilft  the  Oofcr- 
ftor  was  in  New-Hampfliire  ;  and  at  his  return,  be  iffued  anotbefi  «» 
which  he  refers  to  the  former,  not  ooly  without  ccnfuriog  it,  bat  i0 
terms  of  approbation. 


ti 
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Ijijuftice  to  Mr.  Belcher,  it  muft  be    i734t 
Taid,  that  there  was  no  delay  on  his  part, 
the  proclamation  being  fent  from  Bofton 
within  fix  days.  It  alfo  appears,  from  the 
I    fecret  and  confidential  letters  of  the  Gov- 
^    emor,  that  he  difapproved  the  riot,  and 
even  called  it  rebellion ;  that  he  gave  par- 
ticular orders  to  the  magiftrates,  to  make 
inquiry,  and  take  depofitions,  and  do  their 
utrnpft  to  difcover  the  rioters.     If  he  did 
not  advertife  a  reward,  it  was  becaufe 
there  was   no  money  in  the   treafury  j 
^and  if  Dunbar  had  been  fincere  in  his  of»- 
fer  to  pay  it,  he  might  have  promifedit, 
by  advertifement.     The  true  reafon  that 
the  rioters  were  not  difcovered,  was,  that 
their  plan  was  fo  artfully  conduced,  their 
perfons  fo  effeflually  difguifed,  and  their 
confidence  in  each  other  fo  well  placed, 
that  no  proof  could  be  obtained ;  and  the 
fecret  remained  with  themfelves,  till  the 
danger  was  over,  and  the  government  had 
paffed  into  other  hands. 

A  law  had  been  made,  for  holding  the 
Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  alter- 
nately in  each  of  the  four  old  towns ;  and 
the  pra6lice  had  been  continued  for  feve- 
ral  years,  much  to  the  convenience  and 
fatisfaftion  of  the  people  5  but  Dunbar 
remonftrated  againft  it,  to  the  Board  of 
H  2  Trade, 
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'  15^34.  Trade,  and  moved  for  a  difallowance 

^^•^"^^    the  aft,  becaiife  the  people  who  liad  <; 

ftru^^d  him  in  Hs  office  deferved  not 

tnuch  f*avdr.  The  a€t  was  in  confequet 

dkiaMow^d,  and  the  courts  were  afterwa 

^735-  confined  to  PortfmdtKth.    The  orderl 

^""^^   ^ifall6\vanoe>  caime  to  the  hands  of  Du 

bar,  Who^^aHed  a  meeting  of  the  Counc 

that  they  might  advife  to  its  piahticaitio 

A  majority -of  tliem  would  not  confe 

till  the  cmginal  order  was  feaitto  Bofta 

and  Governor  Belcher  direfted  tlie  puW 

nation  of  it*     This  tranfaftion  fervedi 

J""«  »3-    matter  of  frefli  complaint,  and  wajs  all^ 

^d  as  an  argument  for  the  appcHntmentx 

a  Governor,  who  fhould  refide  conftant 

in  the  Province. 

To  finifti  what  relates  to  Dunbar.  I 
was  carefled  by  the  party  in  oppofition 
Belcher,  under  the  idea  that  he  had  intc 
eft  enough  in  England,  to  obtain  a  coc 
miffion  for  the  government  of  Net 
Hampfhire.  In  1737  he  wentio  Englai 
to  profecute  his  defign ;  where,  by  1 
old  creditors,  he  was  arretted  and  throv 
into  prifon.  Thomlinfon  found  means 
Thomiin-  liberate  him ;  but  perceived  that  he  fa 
mtMS.  ^^"^^r  fteadinefs  nor  ability  for  the  ft 
tion  at  which  he  aimed,  nor  intert 
enough  to  obtain  it ;  though,  by  his  pr 

fen 
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fence  in  England,  he  lerved  to  keep  up  the    1735. 

oppoiition  ta  Bislcher,  and  was  ufed  as  a 
tool  for  that  purpofe^  till  the  object  wa^ 
accompUftied.  After  whiqh  he  wa«  ( 1743) 
appointed,  by  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
Governor  of  St,  Helena. 
The  trade  of  the  Province  at  this  time 

j  confifted  chiefly  in  the  exportation  of 

•  lumber  and  fifti  to  Spain  and  Portugal, 
and  the  Caribbee  Illands.  The  maft  trade 
was  wholly  confined  to  Great  Britain.  In 
the  winter  finall  veflels  went  to  the  fouth- 


Be  I  Cher's 


ernColonies, with Englifli and Weftlndia  ,t:T'*  '" 


goods,  and  returned  with  corn  and  pork. 
Themanufafture  of  iron  within  the  Prov- 
ince, which  had  beeri  fet  up  by  the  late 
l»ieutenant  Governor  Wentworth,  and 
other  gentlemen,  lay  under  difeourage- 
ment,  for  want  of  experienced  andinduf- 
trious  workmen.  The  woollen  manufac- 
ture was  diminifhcd,  and  fheep  were  fcarc- 
€r  than  formerly ;  the  common  lands  on 
which  they  ufed  to  feed,  being  fenced  in 
by  the  proprietors.  The  manufacture  of 
linen  was  much  increafed  by  means  of  the 
emigrants  from  Ireland,  who  were  Ikilled 
in  that  bufmels.  Nonmprovements  were 
niade  in  agriculture,  and  the  newly  grant- 
ed townfhips  were  not  cultivated  with 
%irit  or  fuccefs. 

H  3  There 
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1735.      There  had  not  been  any  fettled  Epifcopal 
^'"^    Church  in  the  Province  from  the  begin- 
ning, till  about  the  year  1732  5  when  iomc 
gentlemen  who  were  fond  of  the  mode  of 
divine  worfhip,  in  the  Church  of  England, 
contributed  to  the  ere6tionof  a  neat  build- 
ing on  a  commanding  eminence,  in  Portf- 
mouth,  which  they  called  the  Queen's 
Chapel.    Mr.  Thomlinfon  was  greatly 
inftrumental  of  procuring  them  afliftancc 
in  England,  toward  completing  and  fur- 
niihing  it,    It  was  confecrated  in  1734  \ 
and  in  1736  they  obtained  Mr.  Arthur 
Browne  for  their  minifter,   with  a  falary 
from  the  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpd 
in  foreign  parts, 

About  this  time,  the  country  was  vifit- 
cd  with  a  new  epidemic  difeafe,  which  has 
obtained  the  name  of  the  throat  dijiemper* 
The  general  defcription  of  it  is  a  fwellecl 
throat,  with  white  or  afh-colored  fpecks, 
an  efflorefcence  on  the  fkin,  great  debili- 
ty of  the  whole  fyftem,  and  a  ftrong  tea- 
dency  to  putridity.     Its  firft  appearance 
poug!afs'9   was  in  May  1735,  at  Kingfton  in  Nevr- 
hmory"ofa  Hampfhirc,  an  inland  town,  fituate  on  a 
ry  feler!'**  ^^^  P^^^^'     ^hc  firft  pcrfou  fcizcd,  was  ^ 
child,  who  died  in  three  days.     About  ^ 
&matwc.  week  after,  in  another  family,  at  the  dift^ 
ance  of  four  miles,  three  children  were 

fucceffively 
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fucccffively  attacked,  who  alfo  died  on  the  1735. 
third  day.     It  continued  fpreading  grad-    V-^— * 
ually,  in  that  townfhip,  through  the  fum- 
mer,  and  of  the  firft  forty  who  had  it,  none 
recovered.    In  Auguft  it  began  to  make 
its  appearance  at  Exeter,  fix  miles  north- 
eaftward  5  and  in  September,  at  Bofton,* 
fifty  miles  fouthward,  though  it  was  Oc- 
tober, before  it  reached  Chefter,  the  near- 
eft  fettlement  on  the  weft  of  Kingfton. 
It  continued  its  ravages  through  the  fuc- 
ceeding  winter  and  fpring,  and  did  not  dif- 
appear  till  the  end  of  the  next  fummer. 

The  moft,  who  died  of  this  peftilence, 
were  children ;  and  the  diftrefs,  which  it 
occafioned,  was  heightened  to  the  moft 
poignant  degree.    From  three  to  fix  chil- 
dren 

*  Oa  its  firft  appeartnce  in  Boftoo,  it  was  fuppo/ed  to  be  nothing 
norethana  common  cold  ;  but  when  the  report  of  the  mortalirjr.ln 
New-Hamp(hire  was  recefved,  and  a  young  man  from  Exeter,  wbofe 
brother  had  died  of  it,  was  feited  (O^ober  1735)  ^^^  houfe  was  ihut 
*n4  gaarded,  and  a  general  alarm  fpread  through  the  neighbouring 
towns  and  colonies.  Upon  his  death,  no  infe^ipn  was  obferved  in 
that  houfe  or  neighbourhood  ;  but  the  diftemper  appeared*  in  other 
plsces,  which  had  no  communication  with  the  lick.  The  phyficians 
<i'>4  not  take  the  infeAion,  nor  conYey  it  to  their  families  nor  their 
other  patients*  It  was  therefore  concluded,  that  it  was  n£rt  like  the 
fmall  pox,  or  the  plague,  communicable  by  infe£lion,  from  the  (ick  or 
.  f^m  clothes  j  and  the  phyficians,  haring  by  defire  of  the  felcflmen, 
^^1<1  a  confultation,  publiflied  their  opinion  j  that  it  proceeded  entii-ely 
^om  *  fome  occult  quality  in  the  a}r.* 

FTeekly  Nnvs  Letter,  ^nV  29,  173$. 
t)r.Dooglafs  computes  the  number  of  perfons  who  had  the  diftemper 
♦n  Bofton  at 4000;  of  whom  1 14 died,  which  ;s  one  in  35.  The  whol* 
number  of  inhabiunts  at  that  lime  was  eftimated  at  16,000, 

H4 
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1735.  drcn  were  loft  out  of  fome  families  j  fcvc 
ral  buried  four  in  a  day,  and  many  lof 
their  all.  In  fome  towns,  one  in  three  ^^ 
and  in  others  one  in  four  of  the  fick  wer^s 
carried  off*  In  the  parifti  of  Hampton — 
Falls  it  raged  moft  violently.  Twent^^ 
families  buried  all  their  children.  Twen — 
ty  feven  perfons  were  loft  out  of  five  fa — 
milies ;  and  more  than  one  fixth  part  o^C 
the  inhabitants  of  that  place  died  withir^ 
thirteen  months.  In  the  whole  Province  :^ 
not  lefs  than  one  thoufand  perfons,  o^ 
whom  above  nine  hundred  were  undeBST 
twenty  years  of  age,  fell  victims  to  thi^ 
Imaging  diftemper. 

Since  the  fettlement  of  this  country  fuctit 
a  mortality  had  not  been  known.     It  was 
obferved,  that  the  diftemper  proved  moil: 
fatal,  when  plentiful  evacuations,  particu- 
larly bleeding,  were  ufed  •  a  great  proftra— 
tion  of  ftrength  being  an  invariable  fymp— 
torn.   The  fummer  of  1 73  5,  when  the  fick— 
nefs  began,was  unufually  wet  and  cold,  and 
the  eafterly  wind  greatly  prevailed.     But: 
it  was  acknowledged  to  be,  not  '  a  crea— 
*  ture  of  the  feaions ;'  as  it  raged  through 
every  part  of  the  year.     Its  extent  is  faid 
to  have  been  '  from  Pemaquid  to  Carolina  > 
but  with  what  virulence  it  raged,  or  i^^ 
what  meafure  it  proved  fatal,  to  the  foutH^ 
ward  of  New-England,  does  not  appear- 
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i'he  fame  diftemper  has  made  its  ap- 
rance  at  various  times  fifice.  In  1754 
1755,  it  produced  a  great  mortality 
bveral  parts  of  New-Hampfhire,  and 
neighbouring  parts  of  Maffachufetts. 
:e  that  time  it  has  either  put  on  a  mild- 
Drm,  or  phyficians  have  become  better 
lainted  with  it.  The  laft  time  of  its 
2ral  fpreading  was  in  1784,  5,  6  and  7. 
'^as  firft  feen  at  Sanford  in  the  county 
i'ork ;  and  thence  diffufcd  itfelf,  very 
rly ,  through  moft  of  the  towns  of  New* 
;land ;  but  its  virulence,  and  the  mor* 
7  which  it  caufed,  were  comparatively  p,.  „,,j 
)nfiderable.  *  Its  remote,  or  predifpof-  |)"fetvi' 
g  caufe,  is  one  of  thofe  myfteries  in  tioDs,i7S6 
ture,  which  baffle  human  inquiry.' 
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The  following  Table,  drawn  from  an  account  publiflicd 
by  Mr.  Fitch,  minifter  of  Port/mouthy  July  26, 1736; 
is  a  Bill  of  Mortality  for  14  months  preceding. 
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After  this  account  was  taken  « feveral  other  children* 
died  of  the  throat  diftemper.  In  the  town  of  Hamp- 
ton 13  more  within  the  year  1736.  So  that  the 
whole  number  muft  have  exceeded  a  thoufand.  In  the 
town  of  Kittery,  in  the  County  of  York,  died  122. 

It  appears  alfo,  from  the  church  records  of  Hampton, 
that  from  January  1754,  to  July  1755,  fifty-one  per* 
fons  died  of  the  fame  diftemper,  in  that  town. 
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CHAP.      XVII. 

e  of  parties.  Contrwerfy  about  lines, 
immijjioners  appointed,  ^heir  JeJJion  and 
fult.     Appeals.     Complaints. 

r  TE  have  now  come  to  that  part  of 
V  the  Hiftory  of  New-Hampftiire, 
hich  may  befeen,  operating  in  a  fmall- 
ihere,  thefamefpiritof  intrigue  which 
frequently  influenced  the  condufl  of 
ices,  and  determined  the  fate  of  na- 
s.  Whilft  on  the  one  hand,  we  fee  Maf- 
lufetts  ftifliy  aflerting  her  chartered 
ns  J  and  looking  with  contempt,  on 
fmall  Province  of  New-Hampfhire, 
r  which  fhe  had  formerly  exercifed  ju- 
idlions  we  fhallfee,  on  the  other  hand, 
v-Hampfhire  aiming  at  an  equal  rank, 
contending  with  her  for  a  large  por* 
I  of  territory  9  not  depending  folely  on 
ument ;  but  feeking  her  refuge  in  the 
al  favor,  and  making  intereft  with  the 
irants  of  the  Crown.  Had  the  contro- 
fy  been  decided  by  a  court  of  law, 
'  claims  of  MafTachufetts  would  have 
i  as  much  weight,  as  thofe  of  an  indi- 
[ual,  in  a  cafe  of  private  property ;  but 
e (jueftion  being  concerning  a  line* of 

jurifdidlion, 
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jurifdiflion,  it  was  natural  to  expcfladc- 
cifion,  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  policy  and 
convenience  5  efpecially  where  the  tribu- 
nal itfelf  was  a  party  concerned. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  party  in   - 
New-Hampfhire,  who  were  fo  eameftly  j 
engaged  in  the  eftablifhment  of  the  botfn-   ■ 
dary  lines,  had  another  objeft  ia  >dew, 
to  which  this  was  fubordinate.     Thar 
avowed  intention  was  to  finifh  a  long  con^ 
troverfy,  which  had  proved  a  fource  of 
inconvenience  to  the  people  who  refided 
on  the  difputed  lands,  or  thofe  who  fought 
an  intereft  in  them  3  but  their  fecret  defign 
was  to  difplace  Belcher,  and  obtain  a  Gov-* 
ernor  whofhould  have  no  connexion  with 
Mafiachufetts-     To  accomplifti  the  pria^ 
cipal,  it  was  neceflary  that  the  fubordinate 
obje6l  fliould  be  vigorofly  purfued.    Tb^ 
Government  of  New-Hampfhire,  with  ^ 
falary  of  fix  hundred  pounds,  and  perqui- 
fites  amounting  to  two  hundred  pounds 
more,  equal  in  the  whole  to  about  eigh* 
9^^     hundred  ddhrs  per  annum,  was  thought 
to  be  not  worthy  the  attention  of  any 
gentleman  ;  but  if  the  lines  could  be  ex-- 
tended  on  both  fides,  there  would  be  at: 
once  an  increafe  of  territory,  and  a  proP- 
peft  of  fpeculating  in  landed  property  5 
and  in  future  there  would  be  an  increafe 
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of  xultivatioii,  andconfequendy  of  abflity 
tx)  fiipport  a  Governor. 

The  people  were  told  that  the  lands 
would  be  granted  to  them  ^  and  by  this 
bak  they  were  induced  to  favor  tJxe  plan; 
wtelfl:  the  miniflry  in  England,  were  Mat- 
tered with  the  idea,  of  an  increafe  of 
craiwn  i»&iaence  in  the  plantations^ 

The  leading  men  in  MarfTachufetts  were 
aware  of  the  views  of  thofe  inNew-Hamp- 
fliirc,  atid  determined  to  gmard  againft 
them.  They  prcfumed,  that  a  line  of  ju- 
jdf(li(9aon  would  not  affe6fc  property ; -and 
Iberefore  endeavored  to  fecui^  the  iand$ 
j  tothemlbives,  by  poffeffion  and  improvc- 
ttcnt,  as  far  as  it  was  prafticable.  The 
-&mc  idea  prevailed  among  the  Goveraor's 
iiieftds  in  New-Hatnjrfhire.  They  per- 
<iaved,  tfcat  a  traft  of  wildernefs  oa  the 
north  «eaiftem  fide  of  Merrimack  ^iver, 
^d  the  pomls  which  flow  into  it,  mtift 
doubtteft  fali  into  New-Hampftiire.  For 
Aefe  lands  they  petitioned  the  Governor, 
3iui  a  charter  was  prepared,  in  which  this 
^ole  traft,  x:alled  King's- Wood,  was 
S^^anted  to  them-  It  contained  all  the 
hnds  not  before  granted,  between  the 
l>oimds  of  New-Hampftiire  on  the  fouth- 
^eft  and  north-eaft;  which,  according  to 
the  ideas  of  thofe  concerned,  would  have 
"^en  fufRcient  for  about  four  large  town- 
fl^ips.  Governor 
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Governor  Belcher  had  a  difficult  part 
to  aft.  He  was  at  the  head  of  two  rival 
Provinces  ;  he  had  friends  in  both,  who 
were  feeking  their  own  as  well  as  the  pub- 
lic interefl :  He  had  enemies  in  both,  who 
were  watching  him,  eager  to  lay  hold  on 
the  moft  trivial  miftake,  and  magnify  it  W 
his  difadvantage.  His  own  interefl:  w« 
to  preferve  his  commiffion,  and  counter- 
aft  the  machinations  of  his  enemies  -,  but 
as  the  fettlement  of  the  line,  and  the  re- 
moving of  him  from  his  office,  were  car- 
ried on  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the  fame 
perfons,  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  oppde 
the  latter,  without  feeming  to  oppofethe 
former.  Befides,  Mr.  Wilks,  the  agent  of 
Maffachufetts,  was  well  known  to  be  his 
friend ;  and  when  it  was  found  neceflary to 
increafe  the  number,  one  of  them  was  his 
brother,Mr.Partridge.  On  the  other  hand, 
Mr.RindgeandMr.  Thomlinfon  werghis 
avowed  enemies.  There  was  alfo  a  dificr* 
ence  in  the  mode  of  appointing  thefe  a- 
gents.  Thofe  of  Maffachufetts  were  con- 
flituted  by  the  Council  and  Reprefenta- 
tives,  with  the  Governor  s  confent.  Thofe 
of  New-Hampfhire  were  chofen  by  the 
Reprelentatives  only,  the  Council  non- 
concurring  in  the  choice ;  which,  of  courfe, 

could 
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could  not  be  fanftioned  by  the  Governor's 
fignature,  nor  by  the  feal  of  the  Province. 

When  the  petition  Mrhich  Rindge  pre-    ^73^* 
fented  to  the  King,  had  been  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  a  copy  of  it  giv- 
en to  Wilks,  to  be  fent  to  his  conftituents, 
it  became  neceffary  that  they  fliould  in- 
&md:  him.    Their  inftruftions  were  de- 
fignedly   expreffed    in    fuch   ambiguous  fonu,38'5- 
terms,  that  he  was  left  to  guefs  their  mean-  petitions* 
ing,  and  afterward  blamed  for  not  obferv-  '^^^t 
ing  their  directions.     His  embarralfment  '^'^^^^^ 
on  this  occafion,   expreffed  in  his  peti- 
tion and  counter  petition,  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  protrafted  the  bufmefs,  and  gave 
it  a  complexion,  unfavorable  to  his  con- 
ftituents, biit  extremely  favorable  to  the 
defign  of  New-Hampfhire. 

To  bring  forward  the  controverfy.  Par-  1733. 
ris,  tlie  folicitor  for  the  agents  of  New-  ^"r^ 
Hampfliire,    moved  a  queftion,  *  From  ^^^'.  ^ 

*  what  part  of  Merrimack  river  the  line 

*  Ihould  begin  ?'  The  Board  of  Trade  re- 
ferred this  queftion,  to  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  General,  who  appointed  a  day  to 
hear  council  on  both  fides.  The  council 
for  New-Hampfhire  infifted,  that  the  line 
ought  to  begin  three  miles  north  of  the 
niouth  of  the  Merrimack.  The  council  for 
Maffachufetts  declared,  that  in  their  opini- 
on. 
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on,  the  folution  of  this  qu^ftion  would 
determine  the  controverfy,  and  then 
declined  laying  any  thing  upon  it. 
17^4.  attorney    and    folicitor    reported, 
wr-*    *  whether  this  were  £0  or  not,  they  c 

*  not  ju<%e  J  but  as  the  queftion  had 
j»n.  5-      c  referred  to  them,  they  were  of  oph 

*  that  according  to  Hhe  charter  of  V 

*  am  and  Mary,  the  dividing  Knc  o 
^  to  be  taken,  from  three  miles  nort 

*  the  mouth  of  Merrimack,  where  it 

*  into  the  lea/  Copies  of  this  opinion 
^ven  to  each  party;  and  th^  Lord 

173  s*   Trade  reported,  that  the  King  fhould 

l^^^    poijit  Commiffioners,  from  the  neigh 

ing  Provinces,  to  mark  out  the  divi 

line.     This  report  was  approved  b] 

Lords  of  Council. 

Much  time  was  fpent  in  referci 
meflages  and  petitions,  concerning 
^737^  adjuftment  of  various  matters  5  an 
reb.4&9.  length,  the  principal  heads  of  the  < 
miflion  were  determined.  The  firft 
that  the  commillioners  fhould  be  appc 
ed>  from  among  the  Counfellors  of  1^ 
York,  New-Jerfey,  Rhode-Ifland  and 
va-Scotia.  Thefe  were  all  royal  gov 
ments,  except  Rhode-Ifland ;  and 
that  Colony,  as  well  as  New- York,  I 
fachufetts  had  a  controverfy,  refpe<5 

bouiida 
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bounrlaries-  Connecticut,  though propofed,   1 737* 
was  defignedly  omitted,becaufe  it  was  imag-    ^"^^ 
bed  that  they  would  be  partial  to  Maffa- 
chufetts,  from  thefimilarity  of  their  habits 
and  intercfts.  The  other  points  were,  that 
twenty  commiffioncrs  fhould  be  nominat- 
.  cd,  of  whom  five  were  to  be  a  quorum  j 
that  they  fhould  meet  at  Hampton,  in 
New-Hampfliire,  on  the  firft  of  Auguftj  p;?;/;* 
1737  ;  that  each  Province  Ihould  fend  to 
the  Commiffioncrs,  at  their  firft  meetings 
the  names  of  two  public  officers,  on  whom 
any  notice,  fummons,  or  final  judgment 
might  be  ferved  5  and  at  the  fame  time 
ihould  exhibit,  in  writing,  a  plain  and  full 
ftate  of  their  refpeflive  claims,  copies  of 
which  fhould  be  mutually  exchanged} 
tind  that  if  either  Province  fhould  negleft 
to  fend  in  the  names  of  their  officers,  or 
the  full  flate  of  their  demands,  at  the  time 
appointed,  then  the  Commiffioncrs  fhould 
proceed  ex  parte.     That  when  the  Com- 
miffioncrs fhould  have  made  and  figned 
their  final  determination,  they  ffiould  fend 
copies  to  the  public  officers,  of  each  Prov- 
ince; and  then  fhould  adjourn  for  fix 
Weeks,  that  either  party  might  enter  their 
appeal. 

Thefe  points  being  determined  ;    the  ^    ^^ 
•Board  of  Trade  wrote  letters  to  Belcher, 
I  enclofing 
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1737.  cnclofing  the  heads  of  the  propofed  eomr 


miflion,  and  djredling  him  to  recomjnend 
to  the  Affepiblies  of  each  Province,  to 
choofe  their  public  officers,  and  prepare 
their  demands,  by  the   time  when  the 
Commiffioners  were  to  meet.    Thefe  were 
acconipaLnied  with  letters  to  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  feveral  Provinces,  from  which 
the  Commiflioners  were  eledted,  inform^ 
ing  them  of  their  appointment.     The 
letters  were  delivered  to  Parris,  and  by 
Original     him  to  Thomllnfon,  to  be  fent  by  the  firft 
pIIh!.'^    fhip  to  America.     Thofe  to  Maffachufetts 
and  New-Hamp£hirq,  were  directed,  the 
one  to  Mr.  Belcher,  by  name,  as  Governor 
of  Maliachufetts  j  the  other,  to  the  com^ 
mander  in  chief,  refident  in  New^Hamp- 
fhire ;  and  it  was  required  that  the  delivery 
of  the  letters  fhould  be  certified  by  affidavit. 
The  defign  of  this  Angular  injunftion  was, 
that  Dunbar,  if  prefent,  fhould  receive  the 
letter,   and  call  the  Affembly  of  New- 
Hampfhire    immediately ;    and    that  if 
Belcher  fhould  forbid  or  hinder  it,  the 
blame  of  the  negle6l  fhould  fall  on  him. 
At  the  fame  time  another  letter,  refpeft- 
ing  a  petition  of  a  borderer  on  the  line, 
and  containing  a  reprimand  to  Belcher, 
was  fent  in  the  fame  manner,  to  be  deliv- 
ered by  Dunbar,  into  Belcher's  hands. 

Thcfe 
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Thefe  intended  aftronts,  both  failed  of    1737. 
their  effedl  5  Dunbar  having,  before  the    ^'^'^^ 
arrival  crf^  the  letters,  taken  his  paffage  to 
England. 

The  anxiety  of  Thomiinfon,  to  have 
the  earlicft  notice  poffible,  of  the  intend-^ 
ed  commiffion  fent  to  New-Haiflp(hire, 
led  him  not  only  to  forward  the  public 
letters  5  but  to  fend  copies  of  all  the  tranf- 
aftions,  to  his  friends  there*    In  a  letter  p«^-  »5» 
to  Wi^en  and  Rindgt  (the  committee  ongmai 
wb  correfponded  with  him)  he  advifed  ^' '•""'• 
thcp^,  to  make  the  neceffary  preparations, 
as  loon  as  poffible,  to  a6l  in  conformity 
to  the  commiffion  and  inftruftions  5  and 
even  went  fo  far  as  to  nominate  the  per-* 
fons,  whom  they  Ihould  appoint,  to  man^- 
age  thdr  caufe  before  the  Commiffioners. 

Thefe  papers  were  communicated  to  Mmhii, 
the  Affembly,  at  their  feffion  in  March  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  Governor  laid 
before  them,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  favor  of  a  com- 
ttaffion,  which  had  been  made  in  the 
pwrcding  December.  In  confequence  of 
^ch,  the  Affembly  appointed  a  com-»  ^p^.^,^ 
niiftce  of  eight*  who  were  empowered 

*to 

•  Sl>»dr»ch  Walton,     •>  Andrew  WiggJn,  "j 

0»rgt  jtifny^  I  Of  jh€  John  Riodge,        I  Of  thtf 

JothimOdiorhe,       r  Council.  Thomas  Packer,  f  Hoafct 

«lKb4vteAtkinfoo.  J  Jimcs  JafFrcy.     J 

I  2 
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1737.  *  to: prepare  witneffes,  pleas  and  allega* 
AdfembiJ  '  tions,  papers  and  records,  to  be  laid  bc- 
Records  sc  \  fore  the'Commiffioners :  to  provide  for 
brief.  their  reception  and  entertainment,  and 

'  to  draw  upon  the  Treafurer  for  fuch 
?  fupplies  of  money  as  might  be  needful/ 
This -appointment  was  made  by  the  unit- 
ed voice  of  the  Council  and  Reprefenta- 
tives,  and  confented  to  by  the  Governor; 
and  though  it  was  made,  three  weeks  be- 
fore the  reception  of  the  letters,  from  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  directing  the  appointing 
of  public  officers,  and  preparing  a  ftat^ 
mentof  claims;  yet  it  was  underftoodtc 
be  a  fuU  compliance  with  the  orders  an< 
expectations  of  the  government  in  Eng 
land. 

The  fame  day  on  which  this  order  paJ 
fed,  the  Governor  prorogued  the  AfTerf 
bly  to  the  fixth  of  July ;  and  on  the  twer 
tieth  of  June  he  prorogued  it  again,  I 
the  fourth  of  Auguft. 

The  letters  refpe6ling  the  commiffior 
were,  delivered  to  Mr.  Belcher,  on  th 
twenty-fecond  of  April ;  and  he  ackno>» 
ledged  the  receipt  of  them,  in  a  letter  t 
the  Board  of  Trade,  on  the  tenth  of  Ma; 
The  commiflion  itfelf  was  iffued  on  tl: 
ninth  of  April,  and  fent  to  Mr.  Rindge 
who  kept  it  till  the  meeting  of  the  Cone 

miffioner 
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miflioners,  and  then  delivered  it  to  them.    1737. 
The  expenfe  of  it,  amounting  to  one  hun-    ^""^^^ 
dred  and  thirty-five- pounds  fterling,  was 
paid  by  the  agents  of  New-Hampftiire. 

At  the  fpring  feffion  of  the  General . 
Court  ia  Maffachufetts  5  the  Governor  jJomllof 
kid  before  them  the  letter  from  the  Lords  '^^'"^'^" 
of  Trade,  inclofing  an  order  from  the 
Privy  Council,  and  recommended  to  them 
to  ftop  all  proceffes  in  law,  refpeftirig  any 
difputes  of  the  borderers,  till  the  bounda- 
ries fhould  be  determined.  During  the 
lame  feffion,  he  reminded  them  of  the 
order,  and  defired  them  toconfiderit;  ^"'^^ 
telling  them  that  he  had  no  advice  of  the 
appointment  of  Commiffibners.  His 
meaning  was,  that  the  commiffion  itfelf, 
in  xvhich  they  were  named,  had  not  been 
fent  to  him ;  nor  was  he  aftually  inform- 
ed that  it  was  in  America,  till  after  he 
had  prorogued  the  Aflemblies  of  both 
Provinces  to  the  fourth  of  Auguft.  In 
obedience  to  the  royal  order,  the  Affem- 
%  of  Maffachufetts  appointed  Jofiah  juiy  5- 
Willard,  Secretary,  and  Edward  Winflow, 
Sheriff  of  Suffolk,  to  be  the  two  public 
officers ;  on  whom,  or  at  whofe  place  of 
abode,  aiiy  notice,  fummons,  or  other 
procefs  of  the  Commiffioners,  might  be 
.  ferved. 

I3  o^^ 
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1 737.      On  the  day  appointed  eight  of  the  Com- 

^^^1.  H^iffio^^crs  met  at  Hampton.*  They  pub- 

liihed   their   commiflion,    opened  their 

court,  chofe  William  Parker  their  clerks 

and  George  Mitchel  furveyor.     On  the 

MS  origi.  fame  day,  the  Committee  of  eight,  who 

!I?LTi°Dr.  had  been  appointed  by  the  Afflbmbly  of 

Parker.     Ncw-Hampflure,  in  April,  appeared  5  and 

delivered  a  paper  to  the  court,  reciting  the 

order  of  the  King,  for  the  appointment!  of 

two  public  officers ;  alleging  that  the  Af- 

fembly  had  not  been  convened  (ince  the 

arrival  of  that  order;  but,  that  there 

fhould  be  no  failure  for  want  of  fiich  offi?* 

cers,  they  appointed  Richard  Waldron^ 

Secretary,  and  Eleazer  Ruffell,  SherifF* 

They  alfo  delivered  the  claim  and  demand 

of    New-Hampftiire,    in  the    following 

words.  '  That  the  fouthern  boundary  of 

*  faid  Province  ftiould  begin  at  the  end  of 

*  three  miles  north  from  the  middle  of 

*  the  channel  of  Merrimack  river,  whcr^ 
utcs,  and  *  It  runs  mto  the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  ancS 
feusjou"-  *  from  thence  fhould  run,  on  a  ftraigh*^ 
»*^  P'34.    c  j^j^g^  ^^t&.J  up  into  the  main  land  (towarc:^ 

*  the  fouth  fea)  until  it  meets  his  Majefty'^^ 

•othi 

Samuel  Vernoji,  •^ 
•  William  Skene,  Prefi,  1  From  John  Gardner,      I  From 

Erafmus  James  Phillips,     fNova»  John  Potter,         ^RixHt 

Oiho  Hamiltoo.  J  Scocia.  £zekielWarner,   j  Uhnd. 

George  Cornel.  J 
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'  other  governments.  And  that  the  north-    173  7. 

*  em  boundary  of  Ncw-Hampfhire  ftiould    ^^"""^ 

*  begin  at  the  entrance  of  Piicataqua  har- 

*  bour»  and  fo  pafs  up  the  lame,  into 
'  the  river  of  Newichwanock,  and  through 
^  the  fame,  into  the  fartheft  head  thereof; 
'  and  from  thence  northweftward,  (that 

*  is,  north,  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  a  point, 

*  weftwardly)  as  far  as  the  Britifti  domin- 

*  ion    extends ;   and    alfo    the    weftem 

*  lialf  of  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,  we  lay,  lies 

*  within  the  Province  of  New-Hamplhire/ 

The  fame  day,  Thomas  Berry  and  Ben- 
jaoiin  Lynde,  Counfellors  of  Malfachufetts, 
appeared  and  delivered  the  vote  of  their  Af- 
feinbly,  appointing  two  public  officers, 
vith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  by  order 
of  the  Governor,  purporting,  that  *  at  the 

*  laft  riling  of  the  Affembly  there  was  no 

*  account  that  any  commiljion  had  arrived ; 

*  that  the  Affembly  Hood  prorogued  to' 

*  the  fourth  of  Auguft;  that  a  commit- 

*  tee  had  been  appointed,  to  draw  up  a 

*  ftate  of  their  demands,  which  would  be 

*  reported  at  the  next  feffion,  and  there- 

*  fore  praying  that  this  Ihort  delay  might 

*  not  operate  to  their  difadvantage/    Up- 
^n  this,  the  committee  of  New-Hamp- 
ftiire  drew  up  and  prefented  another  pa-  '*"«"^^*- 
P^r,  charging  the  government  of  Mafla- 

1 4  chufetts 
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1737.    chufetts  with* great  backwardnefs,  and 
^"'^'^    *  averiion  to  any  meditres,  which  had  a 

*  tendency  to  the  fettlement  of  this  long 
'  fubfifting  controverfy ;  and  alfo  charg- 
^  ing  their  agent,  in  England,  with  having 

Btes.  "*'    '  ufed  all  imaginable  artifices,  to  delay  the 

*  iffue  5  for  which  reafon,  the  agent  of  ■ 

*  New-HampQiire  had  petitioned  the  King, 

*  to  give  dire6lions,  that  each  party  might 

*  be  fully  prepared,  to  give  in  a  ftate  of 

*  their  demands,  at  thejirii  meeting  of  the- 
'  Commiffioners ;   which  direftion  they^ 

*  had  faithfully  obferved,  to  the  utmoftof 

*  their  power;  and  as  the  Affembly  of 
^  Maffachufetts  had  made  no  feafonable 
'preparation,  they  did,  in  behalf  of  New^- 
'  Hampftiire,  except  and  proteft  againft 
'  any  claim  or  evidence  being  received 
^  from  them,  and  pray  the  court  to  pro- 

*  ceed  ex  parte,  agreeably  to  the  commiP 
^  fion/ 

It  was  alleged  in  favor  of  Maffachu- 
fetts, that  by  the  firft  meeting  of  the 
Commiffioners  could  not  be  meant  the 
firft  day,  but  the  firft  fefTion.  The  coui't 
underftood  the  word  in  thi$  fenfe,  and  re- 
folved,  that  Maflachufetts  ftiould  be  al- 
lowed time,  till  the  eighth  of  Auguft, 
and  no  longer,  to  bring  in  their  claims  J 
.a4)d  that  if  they  fhould  fail,  the   cour*^ 

WOuIm- 
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Would  proceed  ex  parte.     The  Court  then    1737. 
adjourned  to  the  eighth  day.  ^""^^ 

The  Aflembly  of  Ncw-Hampfhirc  met  Auguft  4. 
on  the  fourth ;  and  the  Secretary,  by  the 
Governor's  order,  prorogued  them  to  the 
tenth,  then  to  meet  at  Hampton-Falls. 
On  the  fame  day,  the  Affembly  of  Mafia-  it',;fAf"' 
chuletts  met  at  Bofton ;  and  after  they  ^'"^^*^^,j 
had  received  the  report  of  the 'committee, 
who  had  drawn  up  their  claim,  and  dif* 
patched  expreffes  to  New- York  and  New- 
Jerfey,  to  expedite  the  other  Commiflion- 
ers  J  and  appointed  a  committee  to  fup- 
port  their  claims  ;*  the  Governor  adjourn- 
ed them,  to  the  tenth  day,  then  to  meet 
at  Sahfbury,  Thus  the  Affemblies  of 
botli  Provinces  were  drawn  within  five 
miles  of  each  other ;  and  the  Governor 
declared,  in  his  fpeech,  that  he  would  '  acl 
*as  a  common  father  to  both/ 

The  claim  of  Mafilichufetts  being  pre-  ^^,  ^^  ^^ 
pared,  was  delivered  to  the  Court,  on  the 
day  appointed.    After  reciting  their  grant 

and 

*  Thit  committee  cGnfifled  of  Edmund  Qn'tncy,  WiHitm  Dudley, 
Samuel  Welles,  Thomas  Berry,  and  Benjamin  Lynde,  of  the  Council  j  % 

•o^Elisma  Cookf.,  Thorn iiCuiTiing,  Job  Almy,  Henry  Roifc.ind 
Nathinicl  Peaflee,  cf  the  Houfe.  Coojcc  died  while  ihe  CommllTionerf 
*tte  Biting.  Hfc  had  been  employed  on  the  fame  affair  at  Newbury  in 
'731,  aod  it  was  by  his  meant  that  the  bufinefs  was  then  obflruaed. 
lo  reference  to  this,  Belcher,  In  a  private  letter  fays,  *  Generations  to 
*omc  will  rife  op  and  call  him  cur  tin.*  Onaccountof  Cooke's  death, 
•^  tbe  abfence  of  another  member,  they  appointed  John  Read  an4 
^obeit  Anchmuty.     Auguft  13. 
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1737,  and  charters,  and  the  judicial  determina* 
tion  in  1677,  they  aflerted  their  *  claim 


^ci'    «  and  demand,  ftill  to  hold  and  poffefsf,by 

*  a  boundary  line,  on  the  foutherly  fiderf 

*  NeW'Hampfhire,  beginning  at  thic  fca, 

*  three  Englifh  miles  north  from  theBhck 

*  Rocks,  fo  called,  at  the  mouth  of  theriv- 

*  er  Merrimack,  as  it  emptied  itfelf  into 

*  the  fea  fixty  years  ago ;  thence  running 

*  parallel  with  the  river,  as  far  north^ani 
^  as  the  crotch  or  parting  of  the  river  j 

*  tlience  due  north,  as  far  as  a  cert^n  trc^ 

*  commonly  known  for  more  than  feven- 

*  ty  years  pad,  by  the  name  of  Endicot'S 

*  tree  i  ftanding  three  miles  northward  of 

*  faid  crotch  or  parting  of  Merrimack  riv-    I 
^  er;  and  thence,  due  weft  to  the  South 

*  Sea  5  which  (they  faid)  they  were  ablet^ 

*  prove,  by  ancient  and  inconteftible  evi- 

*  dence,  were  the  bounds  intended,  grant:  ^ 

*  ed  and  adjudged  to  them  ;  and  they  ia — 
^fitted  on  the  grant  and  fettlement  a^ 

*  above  faid,  to  be  conclufive  and  irre — 
^  fragable. 

^  On  the  northerly  fide  of  New-Hamp- — 

*  ihire,  they  claimed  a  boundary  line,  be-— 

*  ginning  at  the  entrance  of  Pifcataqu^ 

*  harbour;  pafling  up  the  fame,  to  th^ 

*  river  Newichwanock ;   through  that  tc^ 

*  the  fartheft  head  thereof,and  from  thence 

'  a  due 


Au|.  tOk 
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'  a  due  north  weft  line,  till  6ne  hundred  1737% 
*  and  twenty  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
^Pifcataqua  harbour  be  finifhed/ 

The  Court  ordered  copies  of  the  claims 
of  each  Province,  to  be  drawn  and  ex- 
changed 5  and  having  appointed  Benjamin 
Rolfe  of  Bofton,  an  additional  Clerk,  they 
■  adjourned  to  the  tenth  day  of  the  month. 
.  On  that  day  both  Affemblies  met  at  the 
^pointed  places.  A  cavalcade  was  form- 
ed from  Bofton  to  Salifbury,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor rode  in  ftate,  attended  by  a  troop  of 
horfc.*  He  was  met  at  Newbury  ferry 
by  another  troop ;  who,  joined  by  three 
more  at  the  fuppofed  divifional  line,  con- 
duced him  to  the  George  Tavern,  at 
Hampton-Falls  ^  where  he  held  a  Coun- 
cil and  made  a  fpeech  to  the  Affembly  of 
New-Hampfhire*  Whilft  both  Affem- 
biies  were  in  feflion  ;  the  Governor,  with 
^  fcledt  company,  made  an  excurfion,  of 

three 

*  This  proce0loa  occafiooo)  the  following  pafquina^e,  i&  an  arTuoaetl 
"'i>«rni«n  ftyle. 

'  Dear  Paddy,  you  neVr  did  b«hoid  fuch  a  fight. 
As  yefterday  moriiiiig  was  feen  before  nighc* 
You  in  all  your  born  days  faw,  nor  I  didn't  neUher, 
Somaoy  fine  horfes  and  men  ride  totjether. 
At  the  head|  the  lower  houfe  trotted  two  in  a  row. 
Then  all  the  higher  houfe  pranc'd  sfter  the  low  5 
Then. the  Governor's  coach  gallop'd  on  like  the  wind* 
And  the  laft  that  came  forcmoft  were  troopers  behind  5 
feut  I  fear  rt  means  no  good,  to  your  neck  nor  mine  5 
for  tbe|  fty  'tis  te  fix  a  right  place  for  the  line.' 

Collsaionof  Poems,  p.  54* 


Rr^f^on 


iS- 
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1737.  three  days,  to  the  fells  of  Amulkeagj  aft 
account  of  which  was  publifhed  in  the 
papers,  and  concluded  in  the  following 
manner  :    ^  His   Excellency  was  much    ■ 
Weekly      c  pieafed  with  the  fine  foil  of  Chefter,  the  ] 
ter,  Aug.    '  extraordinary  improvements  at  Denyi  I 

*  and  the  mighty  falls  at  Skeag.' 
In  the  fpeech,  which  the  Governor 

made  to  the  Affembly  of  New-Hampfhire, 
he  recommended  to  them  to  appoint  two 
officers,  agreeably  to  his  Majefty's  com- 
miffion.  The  Aflembly  appeared  to  be 
much  furprifed  at  this  fpeech;  and  in 
their  anfwer,  faid,  that  ^  the  committee 
Journal '     «  before  appointed  had  already  given  in 

tnd  printed  *  *  1  •    1       1 

brief.        *  thc  namcs  of  two  officers,  which  they 

*  approved  of ;  for  had  it  not  been  done, 
^  at  the  firft  meeting  of  the  Commiffioners, 

*  they  might  have  proceeded  ex  parte.*' 

Confidering  the  temper  and  views  oi 
Mr.  Belcher's  opponents,  this  was  rather 
unfortunate  for  him,  fo  loon  atter  his 
profeflion  of  being  '  a  common  father  to 
both  Provinces/  For  if  the  committed 
had  a  right  to  nominate  the  two  officers, 
tlien  his  recommendation  was  needlefs  ^ 
if  they  had  not,  it  might  juftly  be  alked, 
why  did  he  not  call  the  Aflemby  together, 
on  the  fixth  of  July,  to  which  day  they 
had  been  prorogued?  The  excufe  was, 

that 


Afll«mbly 
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that  he  did  it,  to  avoid  any  objeftion,  J  7.3 7% 
which  might  be  made  to  the  regularity  of 
their  appointment ;  and  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  ratify  and  confirm  it.  The 
truth  was,  that  Mr.  Belcher  highly  re- 
lented the  condu6t  of  the  committee  of 
New-Hampfliire,  who  concealed  the  com- 
roiffion,  and  never  communicated  it  to 
bim  in  form.  Had  he  been  aware  of  th« 
Bfe,  which  his  enemies  might  make,  of  his 
rigid  adherence  to  forms,  when  he  could 
not  but  know  the  contents  of  the  com- 
miffion,  and  the  time  when  it  muft  be  ex- 
ecuted, prudence  might  have  dictated  a 
more  flexible  conduft.  They  did  not  fail, 
to  make  the  utmoft  advantage  of  his  mif- 
takcs,  to  fervc  the  main  caufe  which  they 
had  in  view. 

The  exprefles  which  were  fent  by  Maf- 
fechufetts,  to  call  the  other  Commiflion- 
«rs,  had  no  other  effe6l  than  to  add  to  the 
number,  Philip  Livingftone,  from  New- 
York  ;  who,  being  fenior  in  nomination, 
prefided  in  the  Court. 

To  prevent  the  delay,  which  would  un- 
avoidably attend  the  taking  of  plans  from 
^ftual  furveys ;  theCommiflioners  rfecom* 
Jnended,to  both  Affemblics,  to  agree  upon 
s  plan,  by  which  the  pretenfions  of  each 
Province  (houW  be  underftoodj  but  as 

this 
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1737.  this  could  not  be  done,  a  plan  drawn  bjf 
Mitchel  was  accepted,  and  when  thdr  re- 
fult  was  made  this  plan  was  annexed  to 
it.  They  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  an- 
fwers,  which  each  party  made,  to  the  de^ 
mands  of  the  other,  and  to  examine  wt-* 
neffes  on  both  fides.  Neither  party  wa« 
willing  to  admit  the  evidence,  produced 
by  the  other,  and  mutual  exceptions  and 
protefts  were  entered.  The  points  in  de- 
bate were,  whether  Merrimack  river,  at 
that  time,  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea,  at 
the  fame  place  where  it  did  fixty  years  b^ 
fore  ?  Whether  it  bore  the  fame  nanae, 
from  the  fea,  up  to  the  crotch  ?  and  wheth« 
er  it  were  poflible  to  draw  a  parallel  line, 
three  miles  northward,  of  every  part  of  a 
river  ;  the  courfe  of  which  was,  in  foiM 
places,  from  north  to  fouth  ? 

With  refpe6l  to  the  boundary  line,  be- 
tween New-Hampfhire  and  Maine;  the 
controverted  points  were,  whether  it 
(liould  run  up  the  middle  of  the  river,  or 
on  its  north-eaftern  fhore ;  and  whether 
the  line,  from  the  head  of  the  river,  (hould 
be  due  north-weft,  or  only  a  few  degrees 
weftward  of  north. 

The  grand  point  on  which  the  whole 
controverfy  refpe6ting  the  fouthern  line 
turned,  was,  whether  the  charter  of  Wil- 
liam 
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hm  ftnd  Mary  granted  to  Maflachufetts,  1737* 


all  the  la^ids  which  were  granted,  by  the 
charter  of  Charles  the  firft  ?  On  this  quef- 
tbn,  the  Commiffioners  did  not  come  to 
any  conclufion .  Reafons  of  policy  might 
have  fome  weight,  to  render  them  indeci- 
Jve ;  but,  whether  it  were  really  fo  or  not, 
:  Aey  made  and  pronounced  their  refult  in 
the  following  words,  *  In  purfuance  of  scpti. 
*iis  Majefty's  commiffion,  the  Court  took  ms  copy, 

*  under  confideration,  the  evidences,  pleas, 

*  and  allegations  offered  and  made  by  each  fcach*. 
^  party ;  and  upon  mature  advifement  on  [imbiJ^V 
'  the  whole,  a  doubt  arofe  in  point  of  law ;  ^^' 

^  and  the  Court  thereupon  came  to  the 
'  following  refolution.   That  if  the  cliar- 

*  tcr  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary, 
'  grants  to  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts 
'  Bay,  all  the  lands  granted  by  the  charter 
'  of  King  Charles  the  firft,  lying  to  the 
'northward  of  Merrimack  river;  then 
'the  Court  adjudge  and  determine,  that 

*  a  line  ihall  run,  parallel  with  the  faid      ^ 
'river,  at  the  diftance  of  three  Englifh 
'miles,  north  from  the  mouth  of  the  faid 

'  river,  beginning  at  the  foutherly  fide  of 
'  the  Black  Rocks,  fo  called,  at  low  wa* 
'  ter  mark)  and  from  thence  to  run  to  the 
'  crotch,  where  the  rivers  of  PemigewafTet 
'  and  Winipifeogee  meet;  and  from  thence 

*  due 
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J737.  *  due  north  three  miles,  and  from  thenccdw 

*  weft,  toward  the  fouth  fea,  until  it  meets 

*  with  his  Majefty's  other  governments  j 

*  v/hich  fhall  be  the  boundary  ordivi&g 

*  Une,  between  the  faid  Provinces  of  Maf- 

*  fachufetts  ajid  New-Hamp(hirc,  on  that 

*  fide.     But,  if  otherwife,  then  the  Court 

*  adjudge  and  determine,  that  a  line  oa 

*  the  foutherly  fide  of  New-Hamp(hire,l)e- 
'  ginning  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles 

*  north,  from  the  foutherly  fide  of  the 

*  Black  Rocks  aforefaid,  at  low  watermark, 

*  and  from  thence  running  due  weft,  up 

*  into  the  main  land,  toward  the  fouth 
^  fea,  until  it  meets  with  his  Majefty's 
^  other  governments,  fhall  be  the  bounda- 

*  ry  line  between  the  faid  Provinces,  on  the 

*  fide  aforefaid  :  Which  point  in  doubt, 
'  the  Court  humbly  fubmit,  to  the  wife 
^  confideration  of  his  moft  facred  Majefty, 
^  in  his  Privy  Council ;  to  be  determined 
^  according  to  his  royal  will  and  pleafure. 

^  As  to  the  northern  boundary,  between 

*  the  faid  Provinces,  the  Court  refolve  and 

*  determine ;  that  the  dividing  line  fhall 
^  pafs  up  through  the  mouth  of  Pifcata- 
'  qua  harbour,  and  up  the  middle  of  the 

*  river  of  Ncwichwanock,  (part  of  which 

*  is  now  called  Salmon-Falls  J  and  through 
'  the  middle  of  the  fame,  to  the  farthe^ 

*head 
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'head  thereof,  and  from  thence  north,  ly^V* 
'two degrees  wefterly,  until  one  hundred 

*  and  twenty  miles  be  finifhed,  from  the 

*  mouth  of  Pifcataqua  harbour  aforefaid ; 
*^r  until  it  meets  with  his  Majefly's  other 
'governments.     And,  that  the  dividing 

*  line  ihall  part  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,  and 
'run  through  the  middle  of  the  harbour, 
'between  the  iflands,  to  the  fea,  on  the 
*foutherly  fide ;  and  that  the  fouthwefter- 

*  ly  part  of  laid  iflands  fliall  lie  in,  and  be 

*  accounted  part  of,  the  Province  of  New- 

*  Hampfliire ;  and  that  the  north-eafterly 

*  part  thereof  fliall  lie  in,  and  be  account* 

*  cd  part  of,  the  Province  of  Maflachufetts 
'  Bay  5  and  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  faid 

*  Provinces  refpedively,  in  the  fame  man- 
^  ner  as  they  now  do,  and  have  heretofore 
^  held  and  enjoyed  the  fame. 

'And  the  Court  do  further  adjudge, 
*diat  the  coft  and  charge  arifing  by  tak-^ 
'ing  out  the  Commiffion,  and  alfo  of 
'the  Commiflioners  and  their  oifflcers, 
*viz.  the  two  Clerks,  Surveyor  and 
^  Waiter,  for  their  travelling  expenfes,  and 

*  attendance  in  the  execution  of  the  fame, 
'ie  equally  borne  by  the  faid  Provinces/ 

Thus  this  long  depending  queftion,  af- 
ter all  the  time,  expenfe  and  argument, 
which  it  had  occafioned,  remained  unde- 
cided. When 
K 
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1737.       When  this  evafive  decree  was  publiftied,  I 
^^•^^^    the  Commiffioners  adjourned,  to  the  four- 
teenth of  Oftober,  to  receive  appeals; 
and  the  fame  day,  the  Governor,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  Council  only,   adjourned 
the  Affembly  of  New-Hampfliire  to  the 
twelfth  of  Oflober.     By  this  fudden  ad- 
journment, it  was  impoffible  for  them  to 
obtain  a  copy  of  the  decree,  before  thdr 
difperfion,  or  to  frame  an  appeal,  till  two 
days  before  the  time,  when  it  muft  have 
been  prefented .     The  Affembly  of  Maik- 
chufetts  continued  their  feffion,at  Salilbn— 
ry,  five  days  longer.     On  the  fifth  of  Sep- 
tember, they  obtained  copies  of  the  royal 
Commiflion,  and  the  decree  of  the  Cool^ 
miffioners,  which  they  entered  on  thdiT 
journal.     On  the  fixth,  they  agreed  upon 
an  appeal;  and  on  the  feventh,  at  theunit— 
ed  requeft  of  both  Houfes,  the  Governor 
adjourned  them  to  the  12th  of  Odlober. 
The  fudden  adjournment  of  the  Aflem- 
bly  of  New-Hampfhire,  when  that  of 
Maffachufetts  continued  their  feffion,  was 
unfortunate  for  Governor  Belcher ;  and 
gave  his  opponents  another  advantage,  to 
purfue  their  grand  defign  againfl:  hiiB. 
The  reafons  affigned  for  it  were,  that  the 
kIrTcf.     report  of  the  Commiffioners  being  fpecial, 
the  whole  matter  would  of  courfe  come 

before 
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before  the  King,  without  any  appeal  from    i737» 
dther  Province.  For  this  reafon^  a  major-    '"'^^ 
ity  of  the  Council  were  againft  an  appeal. 
That  as  the  committee,  appointed  in  A-* 
pil,  had  the  fame  power  to  aft  in  the  re- 
ccfc,  as  in  the  feffion  of  the  Affembly; 
and,  as  the  Council  were  againft  appeal- 
ing; fo  the  appeal  could  not  be  made,  by 
Ac  whole  Affembly,  and  therefore  the 
Governor  thought,  that  the  beft  lervice 
which  he  could  do  to  the  Province,  was  to 
adjourn  the  Affembly,  and  leave  the  whole 
bufinefs  in  the  hands  of  the  coitimittee. 
With  refpeft  to  the  fhort  time,  between 
the  12th  and  14th  of  Oftober,  it  wasob- 
ferved,  that  the  claim  of  New-Hampfhire 
Was  contained  in  a  few  lines,  and  their 
exceptions  to  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
ittiflioners  might  be  prepared  in  a  quarter 
of  an  hour. 

Both  Affemblies  met  again,  in  the  fame  • 

places,  at  the  appointed  time.     The  Re-  ^^*  "• 

prefentatives  of  New-Hampfhire  having, 

by  the  help  of  their  committee,  in  the  re- 

cefs  of  the  Affembly,  obtained  the  papers, 

framed  their  exceptions  and  fent  a  meffage, 

*>  know  if  the  Council  were  fitting ;  but 

the  Council,  being  determined  againft  an 

appeal,  had  met  and  adjourned,  without 

doing  any  bufinefs.   The  Houfe  therefore 

K  2  was 
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1737.  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  defiling 
the  Commiffioners  to  receive  their  appeal^ 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Governor 
and  Council.  The  appeal,  from  the  Af- 
fembly  of  Maffachufetts,  was  prefented  in 
due  form,  authenticated  by  the  Speaker^  : 
Secretary  and  Governor-  Their  commit- 
tee entered  a  proteft  againft  the  appeal  ci 
New-Hampfhire,  becaufe  it  was  not  an  aft  ' 
of  the  whole  Legiflature;  neverthclefs,tte 
Commiffioners  received  it,  and  entered  it 
on  their  minutes.  Having  received  thcfc 
appeals,  the  Commiffioners  adjourned 
their  Court  to  the  firft  of  Auguft  in  the 
next  year,  but  they  never  met  again. 

The  Aflembly  of  Maffachufetts  app<»nt- 
ed  Edmund  Quincy  and  Richard  Partridge 
Agents,  to  join  with  Francis  Wilks,  thcii^ 
former  agent,  in  the  profecution  of  thcif 
appeal  before  the  King ;  and  raifed  th^ 
fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to 
defray  the  expenfe- 

When  the  Reprefentatives  of  New-' 
Hampfhire  propofed  the  raifing  of  mone/^ 
to  profecute  their  appeal,  the  Council  non- 
fcrief.  concurred  the  vote.  Their  reafons  were^ 
that  the  appeal  was  not  an  a6t  of  the 
Council ;  that  they  had  no  voice  in  the 
appointment  of  the  agent  5  and,  that  at 
the  beginning  of  the  affair,  the  Houfe  had 

declared 


Maffaehu* 
fctts  Jour- 
oal  of  AC 
fembly* 


Fnntcd 
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(Jeclared  to  the  Council,  that  the  expenfc  1737. 
of  it  would  be  defrayed  by  private  fub-  ^^"^ 
JcHption. 

At  this  feffion  of  the  Maflachufetts  Af- 
fcmbly,  Mr.  Belcher  put  them  in  mind 
that  he  had  fuflfered  in  his  intereft,  by  the 
continually  fining  value  of  their  bills  of 
credit,  in  which  his  falary  was  paid ;  a 
pwnt  which  he  had,  often  before,  urged  "JJ,?^'"* 
tfeiem  to  coolider.  In  anfwer  to  this  mef- 
fege,  they  made  him  a  grant  of  ^^3  3  3 ,6,8,  Toomti, 
in  bills  of  the  new  tenor.  The  fame  day, 
they  ipade  a  grant  erf  the  like  fum,  to  the 
Prefident  of  Harvard  College-  Both  thefe 
fums  appear  tohave  been  juftly  due;  and  at 
aiiy  other  time,  no  exception  could  have 
ieenmade  to  either.  But,  becayfe  the  grant 
to  the  Governor  happened  to  be  made,  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  grant  of  £,2000 
ftcrling  to  the  agents,  his  opponents  pre- 
tended, that  he  received  it  as  a  bribe,  from 
the  Affembly  of  Maffachufetts,  for  favor- 
mg  their  caufe. 

The  appeal  of  New-Hampihire,  from 
the  judgment  of  the  Commiffioners,  was  mss. 
founded  on  the  following  reafons.  With 
«fpe6l  to  the  foutherly  line ;  becaufe  it 
made  the  Black  Rocks,  lying  in  a  bay  of 
Merrimack  river,  the  point  from  which 
thethree  miles  were  to  be  meafured  5  which 
K  3  point 
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1737.    point  was  three  quarters  of  a  mile  nortli 
^— ^^^^    of  the  river's  mouth  -,  and,  becaufe  a  linc^ 
parallel  with  the  river,  was  not  only  im- 
prafticable,  but  founded  on  the  old  char- 
ter, which  had  been  vacated ;  and,  if  prac- 
ticable, yet  ought  not  to  go  farther  thaa 
the  river  held  a  wefterly  courfe.  With  rcf- 
pe6l  to  the  northern  boundary,  they  ob- 
jefted  to  that  part  of  the  judgment  only, 
which  direfted  the  line  to  run  up  the  mid- 
dle of  the  river ;  alleging  that  the  grant 
to  Gorges  was  only  of  land,  between  that 
river  andKenebec;  and  that  New-IJamp- 
(hire  had  always  been  in  poffeffion  of  the 
whole  river,  and  had  maintained  a  fortrefs 
which  commanded  its  entrance. 

The  appeal  of  MafTachufetts  was  ground- 
ed on  the  following  reafons.  That  by  the 
charter  of  William  and  Mary,  the  old  Col- 
ony of  MafTachufetts  was  reincorporated 
without  any  exception  -,  that  this  charter 
empowered  the  Governor  and  Gener^^ 
Allembly  to  grant  all  lands,  comprehended 
in  the  old  Colony ;  that  the  committee  ^* 
New-Hampfhire  acknowledged,  thatNeV^'' 
Hampfhire  lay  without  the  late  Colony  ^^ 
MafTachufetts,  by  declaring  that  it  w^ 
"between  that  and  the  Province  of  Main^  ^ 
that  the  wefl  line,  claimed  byNew-Hamf^" 
fliire,  would  crofs  Merrimack  river,  thirty 
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alles  from  its  mouth,  and  exclude  forty  i737» 
ailes  of  laid  river  out  of  Maffachuletts, 
hough  declared,  by  both  charters,  tp 
►e  in  it  They  obje6ted  to  extending 
he  line  of  New-Hamp(hire  till  it  fhould 
leet  with  his  Majefty's  other  governments ; 
►ecaufe  according  to  Mafons  grants  New- 
lampfhire  could  extend  no  farther  than 
ixty  miles  from  the  fea.  With  refpe6l 
:o  the  northern  boundary,  they  objefted 
to  a  line  north,  two  degrees  weftwardly, 
iUeging  that  it  ought  tp  be  on  the  north- 
vv'eft  point  s  they  alfo  excepted  to  the  pro- 
tradion  of  this  line,  till  it  fhould  meet 
with  his  Majefty's  other  governments  ^  al- 
leging that  it  ought  to  extend  no  farther 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  the 
fixed  limits  of  the  Province  of  Maine. 

It  was  unfortunate  for  Maffachuletts 
that  their  committee  had  brought  Mafon's 
grant,  in  evidence  to  the  Commiffioners, 
^d  again  recited  it  in  their  appeal ;  f or  a 
line  of  fixty  miles  from  the  fea  would 
crofs  Merrimack  river,  long  before  the 
fiiuilar  curve  line,  for  which  they  contend- 
^j  could  be  completed.  Befides,  Mafon's 
grant  extended  to  N  jumkeag  j  which  was 
J^uch  further  fouthward,  than  they  would 
liave  been  willing  to  admit, 

K4  ^^ 
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1737.  It  may  feem  curious  and  unaecounta* 
^fc-^v^  ble  to  moft  readers,  that  the  Commiffion* 
ers  fhould  determine  the  northern,  or  rath* 
cr  caftern  bounds  of  the  northern  part  of 
New-Hampftiire,  to  be  a  line  drawn  north,  . 
two  degrees  wefierly^  from  the  head  of  Sal- 
mon-fall  River  j  when  the  exprefs  words 
of  Gorges'  patent  are  *  north  weftwafd/ 
The  agents  for  Maffachufetts,  when  this 

£01^389-  ^^^^^  ^^^  P^*  ^^  ^y  New-Hampfliirc, 

could  hardly  think  it  was  ferioufly  meant, 

when  it  was  alleged  that  by  northweft-^ 

ward  muft  be  underftood,  north  a  little 

MS  mill,    weft  ward.     The  only  oftenfible  reafon> 

commi?*'  given  for  this  conftruftion  was,  that  if  a 

toiler,.    ,  northweft  Hne  had  been  intended,  thetf  a 

foutheaft  line,  drawn  from  the  mouth  of 

the  harbour,  would  leave  all  the  Ifles  of 

Shoals  in  New-Hampftiire  j  whereas,  th^ 

dividing  line  runs  between  them.     On  th^ 

other  fide,  it  might  have  been  faid,  witli 

equal  propriety,  that  a  line  drawn  fouth 

two  degrees  eaft,  from  the  mouth  of  tb< 

harbour,  would  leave  all  thefe  iflands  if 

Maffachufetts.     For  the  point  where  th^ 

iflands  are  divided  bears  fouth,  twenty- 

obferved    nine  degrees  caft,  from  the  middle  of  th^ 

■7^'*       harbour's  mouth;  the  variation  of  th^ 

needle  being  fix  degrees  weft. 

Whe^ 
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When  this  affair  was  again  agitated  in  1737. 
England,  the  agents  of  Maffachufetts  ob-  ^"'^^ 
tained  a  certificate  from  the  learned  Dr. 
Halley,  that  a  line  northweftward  ought 
to  run  forty-five  degrees  weftward  of  the 
north  point.  This  was  demonftratively 
true ;  but  there  were  political  reafons  for 
diffenting  from  mathematical  demonftra- 
tion.  One  of  them  is  thus  expreffed,  in  a 
private  letter,  from  a  committee  of  the 
Affembly,  to  their  agent  Thomlinfon. 
^  We  hope  that  the  northem  line  will  be 
*but  a  few  degrees,  to  the  weftward  of 

*  north,  that  his  Majefty's  Province  may 

*  include  the  greateft  number,  and  beft 
^tnaft  trees  for  the  royal  navy.'  Though 
this  thought  might  never  have  occurred 
to  a  mathematician,  yet  fomeof  the  Com- 
miffioners  were  doubtlefs  acquainted  with 
it;  and  it  was  too  important,  not  to  have 
been  communicated  to  the  King's  minif- 
ters.  Another  political  reafon  of  diffent 
Was,  that  by  enlarging  New-Hampfhire, 
there  would  be  a  better  profpe6l  of  obtain- 
ing a  diftinft  Governor,,  which  was  the 
grand  objeft  in  view. 

The  new  agent  of  Maffachufetts,  Ed-    1738. 
tuund  Quincy,   died  of  the  fmall-pox, 
foon  after  his,  arrival  in  London.     The 
siffair  was  then  left  in  the  hands  of  Wilks 

an4 


154  HISTORY    OF 

1738.  and  Partridge,  neither  of  whom  under- 
ftood  fo  much  of  the  controverfy  as  Thorn- 
linfon  5  who  was  alfo  far  fuperior  to  them 
in  addrefs.     In  his  letters,  to  his  friends 
in  New-Hampfhire,  he  frequently  blames 
them  for  their  negligence,  in  not  fending 
to  him  the  neceflary  papers  in  proper 
feafon  ;  and  when  fent,  for  the  want  of 
corre6lnefs  and  regularity  in  them.    But 
their  deficiency  was  abundantly  compcn- 
fated  by  the  dexterity  of  his  folicitor,  Par-, 
ris  5  who  drew  up  a  long  ^  petition  of  ap^ 

*  peal ;'  in  which,  all  the  circumftanccs 
attending  the  whole  tranfaclion,  from  tlkC 
beginning,  were  recited,  and  colored,  ix^ 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  afperfe  the  Govemo*^ 
and  Aflembly  of  '  the  vaft,  opulent,  ovtr^ 

*  grown  Province  of  Maflachufetts;'  whiL^ 

*  the  poor,  little,  loyal,difl:refled  Province  o^ 

*  New-Hampfhire'  was  reprefentedasreaiy 
to  be  devoured,  and  the  King  s  own  prop^ 
erty  and  pofieffions  fwallowed  up,  by  tb-^ 
boundlefs  rapacity  of  the  charter  goveri^^ 
ment.     Concerning  the  manner  in  whi^^ 
this  mafterly  philippic  was  framed,  ^i^y' 
the  principal  objeCl  at  which  it  was  d^^ 
re6led,  there  can  be  no  better  evidenc^^ 
than  that  which  is  contained  in  a  ItXXo^^^ 
written  by  Parris  to  Thomlinfon,  and  b)^ 
him    fent    to    Ncvv-IIampfliire.     *  Tvw^^^ 

'  night  ^ 
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*  nights  ago,  I  received  a  heap  of  papers    1738. 

*  from  you,  about  the  lines  5  and  have  ^^^ 

*  been  four  times  to  the  Colony  Office, 

*  and  Board  of  Trade,  to  difcover  what  I 
^  could  in  this  imperfeft  affair ;  but  can- 

*  not  fee  the  cafe,  till  after  Tuefday  next. 

*  Notwithftandiug  which,  I  have,  as  well 

*  as  I  can,  without  proper  materials^  drawn 

*  up  a  long  petition  of  appeal,  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  ;  and  as  the  Malfachufetts  have 
*not  yet  prefented  theirs,  I    fend  you 

*  the  draught  of  it,  and  hope  we  (hall  have 

*  our  appeal,  as  well  as  the  petition,  from 

*  the  New-Hampfhire  Aflembly,  in,  be- 

*  fore  the  Maffachufetts  get  theirs  in.  Had 

*  your  principals  confidered  the  great  con- 

*  fequence  of  being  firft,  furely,  in  all  this 

*  time,  they  would  have  fent  you  a  copy 

*  of  thcirproceedings,  in  order  to  have  en- 
'  abled  us  to  be  firft ;  but,  as  it  is,  I  am 
'forced  to  guefs  at  matters,  and  affirm 
^faSls  at  adventure^  or  upon  dubious  paHa- 
'  ges  in  letters  5  which  is  a  fad  way  of  pro- 
'  cecding,  and  I  wifh  we  do  not  miftake 
*fome  fa6ts.  They  oblige  us  to  make 
'brick  without  ftraw.  Above  all,  why 
'  did  they  not  fend  a  copy  of  their  own 
'  appeal  ?  For  want  of  it,  I  have  been  for- 
^  ced  to  guefs  what  that  appeal  was,  from 

'  loofe 
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1738.  *  loofe  paffages  in  Mr.  A's  letters.    Beg 
^■"'^^    *  them,  immediately  to  order,  an  exaS 

*  copy  to  be  made  of  all  their  votes,  from 

*  March  to  Oftoberlaft.  Had  thde  votes 

*  come  over  regularly  and  autbentiq^ly, 

*  his  Excellency  would  have  h&njhak- 

*  en  quite  down,  in  a  few  weeks  by  them. 

*  Youll  obferve,  I  have  laid  it  on  bim  pret 

*  ty  handfomely,  in  my  petition  to  the 

*  King/* 

Thus  the  petition  of  appeal  became  a 
petition  of  complaint,  againft  the  Gover- 
nor and  Affembly  of  Maflachufetts.  Cop- 
ies were  delivered  to  their  agents,  and  the 
Governor  was  ordered  to  make  anfwerto 
the  allegations  againfl  him.    At  the  fame 
time,  Thomlinfon  advifed  his  friends  in 
New-Hampfhire,  to  prepare  their  proofs, 
fotcTm   zsjilently  as  poffible  5  and  by  no  means  to 
lecttn.      gj^^  ^^y  offence  to  the  Governor ;  affur- 
ing  them  of  the  favorable  difpofition  of 
feveral  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  as 
well  as  the  Board  of  Trade,  toward  their 
caufe  5  and  that  they  had  need  to  be  in 
no  pain,  about  the  event. 

The 

•  This  petition  is  printed  at  large,  in  the  Journal  of  the  Mafl** 
chuietcs  >\(rembly  for  1739,  with  their  vindication  annexed)  ^ 
which  they  call  the  petition  <  a  chain  of  blunderiog,  if  oot  «i*''* 
*ctous  falfehoodi/ 
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The  death  of  Mr,  Quincy  at  this  criti-  1738. 
period,  and  the  length  of  time  necef- 
'  to  prepare  and  fend  over  anfwers,  to 
complaint  which  Parris  had  thus  art- 
y  drawn  up,  obliged  the  agents  of 
flachufetts  to  fufpend  the  prefenting 
their  appeal  for  feveral  months. 


C  HA  P- 
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CHAP.      X\TIL 

Rr-jiral  cf  Mason's  claim.  jlccufattM 
againji  Belcher,  real  and  forged.  Bfff- 
al  cenfure.  Final  eftallijhBent  of  the  lim^ 
HuTCHixsox's  agency.  Sfcnijb  'wsr*' 
Belcher's  zeal  anJfJelitj.  ISs  remifih 
al.     Examination  cftis  cbaraBer. 

THE  Ipirit  of  intrigue  was  not  con- 
fined to  Xew-Hampfliire ;  for  fie 
politicians  of  Maflachufetts,  by  bringing 
into  view  the  long  dormant  claim  of  Ma- 
fon,  had  another  game  to  play,  befidcs 
proving  the  fmall  extent  of  New-Hamp- 
(hire.  They  perceived  that  the  line, 
whether  fettled  according  to  their  own 
demand  or  that  of  New-Hampftiiffj 
would  cut  off  a  confiderable  part  of  fevc- 
ral  of  their  townfhips ;  and  though  they 
had,  by  their  agent,  obtained  a  promife> 
that  private  property  fhould  not  be  affeft- 
ed  by  the  line  of  jurifdi6lion,  yet  they 
thought  it  bed  to  have  fome  other  fecu- 
rity. 

For  what  reafon  the  government  0^ 
Maflachufetts  did  not  purchafe  the  Prov- 
ince  of  New-Hampfliire,  from  Robert 

Mafom 
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Mafon,  at  the  fame  time  ( 1 677)  that  they 
purchafed  the  Province  of  Maine,  from 
the  heirs  of  Gorges,  we  are  not  now  able 
precifely  to  determine.  It  is  probable  sceV(.i.i. 
that  the  purchafe  might  then  have  been  ^*  '  * ' 
cafily  made,and  much  controverfy  prevent- 
ed. When  it  was  fold,  by  John  and  Robert 
Mafon,  to  Samuel  Allen(  1691)  the  bargain 
was  made  in  England;  and  the  lands  were, 
by  fiftionof  law,  fuppofed  to  be  there  ;*  by 
which  means,  the  procefs  refpefling  the 
fine  and  recover}^  was  carried  on  in  the 
Court  of  King's  bench.  During  the  lives 
of  the  two  Mafons,  no  notice  was  taken 
of  the  fuppofed  flaw;  and  the  fale  to  Allen 
was  not  difputed.  The  brothers  returned 
to  America.  John  the  elder,  died  without 
iflue,  Robert  married  in  New-England, 
and  had  a  fon  s  who,  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  conceived  hopes  of  invalidating 
Allen's  purchafe,  and  regaining  his  pa- 
ternal inheritance;  which  it  was  fuppofed 
could  not  have  been  transferred  by  his  fa- 
ther and  uncle,  for  any  longer  term,  than 
their  own  lives.  It  was  alfo  laid  that  the 
fiftion,  by  which  the  lands  were  defcribed, 
to  be  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the  Couits 

of 

*  In  the  procefs  by  which  t^ie  entail  waa  then  docked,  the  fitaatioo 
•tthe  lands  is  expreiTed  in  thefe  words. 

*  In  New-Harop{hirc»  Main,  Mifonia,  LaconSa,  Mafi»n-haU  and 
''ttiuia,  io  New- England)  in  America,  in  the  pariih  of  Greenwich.* 

MS  iff  Proprietaqr  OfUcf!" 
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of  Weftminftcr  Hall,  rendered  the  pro- 
ceedings void  ',  and  therefore  that  the  en- 
tail was  ftill  good.  Filled  with  thefe  ideas, 
he  made  ftrenuous  exertions,  to  acquire 
money,  to  aflift  him  in  realizing  his  ex- 
pe6lations ;  but  died  in  the  midft  of  hi^ 
days,  at  the  Havanna,  whither  he  had- 
made  a  voyage  with  this  view.    His  eldeflT 
fon,  John  Tufton,  was  bred  to  a  mechani- 
cal employment  in  Bofton;  and  came  of 
age,  about  the  time  in  which  the  contro- 
verfy  between  the  two  Provinces  was  in 
agitation.     He  inherited  the  entcrprifinj 
fpirit  of  his  anceftors,  and  the  public  con- 
troverfy  called  his  attention  to  his  intercft- 
1738,    On  this  young  man,  the  politicians  calt 
'""■^'^    their  eyes ;  and  having  confulted  council, 
on  the  validity  of  his  claim,  and  the  dcfeft 
of  Read's    ot  the  transtcr ;  they  encouraged  him  w 
Buty's^'o'  hope,  that  this  was  the  moft  favorable 
imiooi.     ^.^^  ^^  ^^^^^  j^^^  pretenfions.     Had  thef 

purchafed  his  claim  at  once;  they  might 
doubtlefs  have  obtained  it  for  a  trifle,  and 
have  greatly  embarraffed  the  views  of  their 
antagonifts.  Inftead  of  fuch  a  ftroke  of 
liberal  policy,  they  treated  with  him, 
concerning  the  releafe  of  all  thofe  lands, 
in  Salifbury,  Amefbury,  Haverhill,  Methu- 
en  and  Dracut,  which  the  line  would  cut 
off  5  and,  for  five  hundred  pounds  currtti- 

cy, 
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(Sji  bbtained  a  quit-claim  of  twenty  thrfee  17^8^ 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy  five  ^"^^ 
acres.     They  alfo  admitted  his  memorial  j^^^^^i  ^f 
to  the  Aflembly  j  in  which  he  reprefented  aocidWj. 
to  them,  that  his  interefl:  might  probably 
be  afFefted,  by  the  final  determination  of 
the  line,  and  praying  that  the  Province 
would  be  at  the  expenfe  of  his  voyage  to 
England,  to  take  proper  meafiires  for  fe-* 
curiftg  it.    To  this  they  confented,  on 
condition  that  he  fhould  prove  his  defcent 
from  Captain  John  Mafon,  the  original 
patentee.     Depofitions  wei*e  accordingly  ms  tsfiei 
taken  in  both  Provinces,  to  which  the  pVetl^f  d^ 
public  feals  were  affixed  j  and  they  put  ^'*' 
him  under  the  direftion  of  their  agents, 
ordering  his  expenfes  to  be  paid,  as  long 
as  they  fhould  judge  his  prefence  in  Eng-* 
land  ferviceable  to  their  views^ 

The  agents  ftated  his  cafe  to  their  Coun-  Agcnf  s 
cil,  the  King's  iblicitorj   and  afked  his  se"reuiy'i 
opinion,  how  they  fhould  proceed  -,  but  he  Sufflihn* 
advifed  them,  not  to  bring  him  into  view,  ^*'"* 
left  the  Lords  fhould  think  it  an  artifice, 
intended  to  perplex  the  main  caufe.     On 
this  confideration,    they   difmifTed  him 
from  any  farther  attendance ;  ajad  paid  his 
expenfes,    amounting    to  above  ninety 
pounds  fterling.*  Such 

•  *  Mr  Hutcbinfoo^  in  hJs  Hiftorycf  MaiTacliuietts,  his  paffed  0¥Ct 
<&*> whole  traAr*Slon io  Ci\tnct ;  thor'ic  is  «rell  known  that  he  wm  oue 
•^Aiovjoagtriof  it.     Scejournalof  Miff.  Rep.JuneiiiJsS^p.iiv' 
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173.8.       Such  a  tranfkflion,  though  condu6ied 
'^■'^    as  privately  a&  the  nature  c£  the  thing 
would  adxnil,  did  not  efcs^  the  vigilance 
of  Thomlinibn }  who^  on  fim&ig  Malba 
detachedfrom  the  agents  o£  A42a£achuietts, 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  him^  foe  j 
the  releafe  of  his  whole  intereft,  ta  the   ; 
Affembly  of  New-Hampfliire ;  in  confidcT'  ] 
ation  of  the  payment  of  one  thoulanfil 
pounds,  currency  of  New-England.  Thi« 
manoeuvre  ferved  to  ftrengthcn  the  intereft 
of  New-Hampfhire,  and  ThomKnTon  was 
much  applauded  for  his  dexterity.    He 
had  the  ffa-ongeft  inducement)  to  continue 
his  efforts  in  their  favor  5  for  no  lefs  than 
twelve  hundred  pounds  fterling  had  bceit 
already  expended,  in  profecuting  the  af^ 
fair  of  the  line  5  which  fum  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  himfelf  and  Rindge.  There  wa^ 
no    profpeft  of  repayment,    unlefs  thc^ 
Province  could  be  put  under  a  feparatt^ 
Governor;  and  this  point  could  not  be 
obtained,  till  the  removal  of  Belcher. 
The  agents  of  Maffachufetts,  after  a- 
July  is.     long  delay,  prefented  their  appeal ;  and 
Prfntr'  followed  it  with  a  petition,  for  the  bene- 
fit  of  thdr  former  protefts,  againft  the 
New-Hampfhire  appeal  5    objefting  alf^ 
to  its  regularity,  as  it  contained  matters 
of  perfonal  complaint,  againft  the  Cover- 

noti 
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nor;  which  had  been  ijo  part  of  the  rec-    173^3^ 
ords  of  the  Corainil|ion?rs.    Thoralin-    ^^T^ 
fon  finding  this,  new  petition^  thrown  in 
his  way,  applied  for  its  being  immediate-  ^ot.  301, 
ly  heard ;  and  at  the  hearing,  it  was  dif- 
ffiiffed,  but  without  p?rej;udice  to  the  agents 
of  Maffachufetts  being  permitted,  to  ob- 
Jeft  againft  the  regul^ty  of  the  New- 
Hamplhire  appeal,  when  it  flxQuld  come 
to  a  hearing.    Such  were  the  complaints 
againft  the  Governor,  and  the  importuni- 
ty of  nib  aJ.vrfajcies  to  profecute  them, 
that  it  was  i;Leceiraiy  to  hear  and  difpatch 
them,  before  the  appe^  refpedling  the 
lines  could  be  brought  forward. 

It  muft  be  remembered,  that  Mr.  Belch- 
er had  enemies,  in  his  government  of 
Maflachufetts  as  well  as  New-Hampfhire,  u ": 
?ho  united  their  efforts  to  obtain  his 
removal  from  both ;  but,  as  they  fuppof- 
ed  him  more  vulnerable  in  his  capacity  of 
Governor  of  New-Hampftiire,  fo  tiiey 
joined  iii  ftrengthning  the  complaints, 
from  that  quarter,  as  a  preparatory  ftep, 
toeflfedl  his  complpte  removal.  Whilft 
he  was  engaged,  in  preparing  for  his  de- 
•  fence,  againft  the  charges,  in  the  petition 
of  appeal  j  otljter  attacks  were  meditating, 
which  were  conduiled  with  fuch  Jilenc^ 

that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  guard 
L  2  againft 
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V39*  ^g^i^ft  their  efFefts.  One  of  thefe  was  i 
letter,  purporting  to  have  been  written  at 
Exeter,  fabfcribed  by  five  perfons,  faid  to . 
be  inhabitants  of  that  town,  and  direfted 
to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty.  In  this  letter  it  was  faid,  that 
^finding  his  Lordfhip  had  ordered  the 

of  Exct7r   ^  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Court  of  Admi- 
'  ralty  to  inquire  into  the  riot,  which  had 

*  been  committed  there,  (1734)  and  the 

*  affault  of  the  furveyor  and  his  officers; 

*  and  fearing  to  be  brought  into  trouble 

*  on  that  account,  they  would  confefs  the 

*  whole  truth.     That  they  had  been  in- 

*  dulged,  by  former  furveyors,  in  cutting 

*  all  forts  of  pine  trees,  till  the  appoint- 

*  ment  of  Col.  Dunbar  to  that  office  3  who 

*  had  rcftrained  and  profecuted  them  5  but 
'  that  Governor  Belcher  had  privately 
'  given  them  encouragement,  to  go  on ; 

*  by  alTuring  them  that  they  had  the  beft 
'  right  to  the  trees;  that  the  laws  were 

*  iniquitous,  and  ought  not  to  be  regard- 

*  ed  ;  that  although  he  muft  make  a  fhev^ 

*  of  affifling  that  Irifh  dog  of  a  furveyor; 
'  yet  he  would  fo  manage  it  with  the 

*  Council  and  Juftices,  who  were  under 
'  his  influence,  that  they  fhould  not  fuf- 

*  fer  5    and  further  to  encourage  them, 

*  he  had  made  feveral  of  them  juftices  of 

'the 
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the  peace,  and  officers  of  militia.  That  he  1739- 
had  alfo  told  them  hot  to  fear  any  in- 
quiry into  their  conduft;  for  that  he 
would  write  to  the  Bpard  of  Admiralty, 
in  their  favor  -,  and  boafled,  that  he  had 
fuch  an  influence  over  their  Lordihips, 
that  they  would  believe  every  thing 
which  he  fhould  fay.  That  as  they  had 
now  confefled  the  truth,  they  hoped  to 
be  forgiven,  and  not  profecuted  in  the 
Admiralty  Court ;  and  begged  that  this 
information  might  be  kept  fecret  till  the 
Governor's  removal,  which  they  hoped 
would  foon  be  elfe^ed.  That  whatever 
might  have  been  faid  to  the  contrary, 
they  could  affure  him  that  the  Province 
of  New-Hampftiire  contained  the  larg- 
cft  number  pf  pin?  trees,  and  of  the  belt 
quality,  in  all  his  Majefly's  American 
dominions  i  apd,  for  further  informa- 
tion, they  referred  his  Lordlbip  to  feve- 
ral  perfons  then  in  London,  particular- 
ly to  Mr,  Wentworth  and  Mr-  Waldo ; 
the  latter  of  whom,  was  agent  to  Mr. 
Gulfton,  for  procuring  mafts  for  the 
royal  navy.* 

On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  Sir  Charles, 

vith  the  candor  of  a  gentleman,  fent  a 

opy  of  it  to  Mr.  Belcher ;  who  immedi- 

.tely  ordered  an  inquiry  j   and  it  was 

L  3  proved 
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1739.  proved  to  be  an  entire  forgei^ ;  Four  of 
^'"'^  the  perfons  whole  ftames  were  fiibfdribed 
utterly  difclaimed  it,  and  the  fifth  was 
not  to  be  found  j  no  fuch  perfoii  being 
known  in  the  town  of  Exeter.  The  evi- 
dence oif  this  forgery  was  tranfmitted  to 
England,  with  all  poflible  expedinohj 
but  not  till  it  had  made  an  impreffion,  to 
the  difadvantage  of  the  Governor. 

Another  artifice  ufed  againft  him,  was 
a  memorial  of  Gulfton,  the  iiavy  agent, 
and  others  5  complaining  of  the  defence- 
lefs  ftate  of  the  Province  5  that  the  fort 
lay  in  ruins,  and  that  the  miUtia  were 
without  difciplines  notwithftanding  the 
probability  of  a  war.  This  memorial 
was  fo  artfully  drawn,  as  to  throw  the 
blame  of  the  negleft  on  the  Governor, 
ittteriMs.  without  mentioning  his  name  ;  which 
was  intended,  to  prevent  his  obtaining  a 
copy,  and  being  allowed  time  to  anfwer. 
Another  complaint  was  made  in  the  form 
of  a  letter,  refpefting  the  grant  of  the 
traft  called  Kingfwoods  in  which  he 
was  reprefentcd,  as  partial  to  his  friends, 
in  giving  them  an  exclufive  right,  to  the 
whole  of  that  territory,  which  they  deem- 
ed, the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  Prov- 
ince.  Several  parts  of  his  adminiftration 
were  alfo  complained  of;  and  in  particu- 
lar 
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lar  the  infrequency  of  his  vifits  to  New-  1739. 
Hampfhire.   This  letter  was  figned  by  fix 
nic«*ers  of  the  Council,  and  ainajority 
jdf  the  R€5)reientatives* 

Gitlfton's  memorial  was  prcfented  to 
the  Lords  of  Council ;  and  by  them  re- 
ferred to  thetBoard  of  Trade,  accompani- 
ed by  the  letter  ;  and  though  Mr.  Bskh- 
er's  brother  and  fon  applied  for  copies, 
and  time  to  anfwer,  the  requeft  was  evad- 
ed; and  a  report  was  framed,  in  favor 
of  putting  New*Hampfhire  under  a'fepa- 
irate  Governor.  When  this  report  came 
before  the  Privy  Council,  Lord  Wilming- 
ton, the  Prefident,  ordered  it  back  again  j 
that  the  Governor  nnght  have  that  juftice 
wMch  his  agents  hdd  aiked«  By  ^s 
means,  he  had  opportunity  to  fenfwer  in 
his. defence;  that  without  money,  the 
fort  could  not  he  repaired;  that  it  was 
not  in  his  power  to  tax  tiie  people ;  that 
he  had  frequently  applied  to  the  Aflem- 
blies  for  money,  to  repair  the  fprt;  to 
which  they  had  c6nftantly  anfwcred,  that 
the  people  were  too  poor  Xo  be  taxed ;  and 
had  fohcited  him  to  break  through  his 
inftrudlions,  and  allow  them  to  iflue  pa- 
per money,  without  any  fund  for  its  re- 
demption; that  the  militia  had  always 
been  trained  according  to  law ;  and  that 
L4  he 
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1 73  9,  he  had  conftantly  vifited  New-Hampfliin , 
and  held  an  Affembly,  twice  in  the  year, 
unlefs  prevented  by  ficknefs ;  for  whidi 
he  appealed  to  the  journals*  To  corrob- 
prate  thefe  pleas,  the  Governor's  friends 
procured  five  petitions,  in  his  favor,  and 
praying  for  his  continuance,  figned  by 
about  five  hundred  people.  The  petitions, 
however,  did  not  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  the 
majority ;  who  had  been  perfuaded  into  a 
belief,  that  they  fhould  receive  much  ben- 
efit by  a  feparate  Governor ;  and  accord- 
ingly, a  counter  petition  being  circulated, 
was  figned  by  about  feven  hundred  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Things  being  thus  prepared,  the  com- 
plaints were  brought  to  a  hearing,  before 

l^^t      the  Lords  of  Council ;  who  reported  to 
the  King,  'that  Governor  Belcher  had 

*  a6led  with  great  partiality,  by  prorogu- 
'  ing  the  Affembly  of  NewrHampfhire, 

*  from  the  fixth  of  July,  1737,  to  the 

*  fourth  of  Auguft  following ;  in  difobe- 
^  dience  to  his  Majefty's  order  in  Councils 

*  which  had  be€n  tranfmitted  to  him  by 
^  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  which  was 
^  proved  to  have  been  delivered  to  hini) 

*  in  due  time  s  and,  alfb  by  farther  prp- 
^  roguing  the  laid  Affembly,  from  the  fee- 
f  ond  of  September,   1737,  to  the  thiif- 

*  teenth 
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^  teenth  of  Oftober  5  whereby  the  Prov-  1739. 
*  ince  were  deprived  of  the  time,  intended 
^  by  his  Majefty's  faid  order,  to  be  allow- 
^  ed  them,  to  prepare  a  proper  and  regu- 
lar appeal;  thereby  endeavoring  to 
'fruftrate  the  intention  of  his  Majefty's 
^commifljon/  This  report  was  approv-  ^^^^7* 
cd  by  the  King ;  and  from  this  time,  it 
may  be  concluded,  that  Mr.  Belcher's  re- 
moval from  the  Government  of  New- 
Hampfhire  was  ferioufly  contemplated* 
The  grant  of  Kingfwood  was  alfo  an- 
,nuUed  5  and  he  was  prohibited  from  mak- 
ing any  other  granfs  of  land,  till  the  lines 
fliould  be  determined. 

This  cenfure  being  paffed  on  the  Gov-    1740, 
£mor,  and  the  complaints  being  at  an    ^^^nr-* 
€nd ;  the  way  was  prepared  for  a  hearing 
of  the  appeals,  from,  both  Provinces,  re-  ^^^^^^ 
fpe6ling  the  lines.     Which  being  had,  the 
determination  of  this  long  controverfy 
was  madeon  a  plan  entirely  new.  The  fpe- 
rialpart  of  the  decree  of  the  Commiffioners 
was  fet  afide,  and  no  regard  was  had  to  their 
doubt,  whether  the  new  .charter  grant- 
ed all  the  lands  .comprehenjied  in  the  old. 
It  was  feid,  that  when  the  firft  grant  was 
made,  the    country  was  not    explored. 
The  courfe  of  the  river,  though  unknown, 
?as  fuppofed  to  be  from  weft  to  eaft; 

therefore 
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1739.  therefore  it  was  deemed  equitable,  tkC 
as  far  as  the  river  flowed  intlmt  courfe,^ 
parallel  line  at  three  miles  diftance  fltostd 
extend.  But  as  on  the  one  hand»  if  \jlf 
purfuing  the  courfe  of  the  river,  up  intb 
the  country,  it  had  been  found  to  have  a  ^ 
fouthern  bend,  it  would  have  been  iri- 
equitable  to  have.contra6ted  tlie  Maffii- 
chufetts  grant;  fo,  oh  the  other  hand, 
when  it  appeared  to  have  a  northern  bend, 
it  was  equally  inequitable  to  enlai^ge  it 
Therefore  it  was  determined;  *  thattfe 

*  northern  boundary  of  the  Province  of 

*  MafTachufetts  be,  a  fimilar  curve  Ime, 

*  purfuing  the  courfe  of  Merrimack  river, 
KecMds.     <  at  three  miles  diftance,  on  the  north  fide 

*  thereof,  beginning  at  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 

*  and  ending  at  a  point  due  north  of  Pa- 

*  tucket  falls;  and  a  ftraight  line  drawn 

*  from  thence  due  weft,  till  it  meets  with 
'  his  Majefty's  other  governments/  The 
other  parts  of  the  decree  of  theCommif- 
fioners,  refpefting  the  northern  line,  ;and 
the  payment  of  expenfes,  were  affirmed. 

This  determination  exceeded  the  utmoft 
cxpe6lation  of  New-Hampftiire ;  as  it 
gave  them  them  a  traft  of  country,  four- 
teen miles  in  breadth,  and  above  fifty  in 
length,  more  than  they  had  everclainted. 
It  cut  off  from  MafTachufetts,  twenty  eight 

new 
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t«w  townfhips,  between  Merrhnack  and  1740- 
Comie6ticut  rivers ;  befides  large  trafts  of  ^""^ 
Vacant  land,  which  lay  intermixed  5  and 
tfiftrifts  from  fix  of  their  old  towns,  on 
'Ac  north  fide  of  the  Merrimack  5  and  if, 
«s  was  then  fuppofed,  the  due  weft  lime 
Were  to  extend,  to  twenty  miles  caft  of 
^udfon*s  river,  the  reputed  boundary  of 
New- York ;  a  vaft  tra£l  of  fertile  country, 
im  the  weftern  fide  of  Connefticut  river, 
was  annexed  to  New-Hampfhire ;  by  which 
tin  ample  fcope  was  given,  firft  for  landed 
i|)ecu'latipn,  and  afterward  for  cultivation, 
and  wealth. 

When  this  determination  was  known,  Beicher't 
'tiic  politicians  of  MaflTachufetts  were  cha-  ^«««"* 
*grined  and  enraged.  They  talked  loudly 
df  itijuftice ;  and  fome  of  the  more  zealous 
ptopofed  trying  the  merits  of  the  raufe, 
TQpon  the  words  of  the  charter,  befbre  the 
judges  in  Weftminfter  Hall  5  v^o,  it  ^as 
expefifced,  would  upon  their  oath  and  ho- 
nor reverfe  the  judgment,  and  tell  the 
ICiiig  that  he  had  miftaken  the  meaning 
"of  the  royal  charter.  This  would  indeed 
have  been  a  bold  ftroke.  But  a  more 
moderate  and  pufiUanimous  fcheme  was 
adopted  5  which  was  to  fend  over  a  new 
agent,  to  petition  the  King,  that  he  would 
re-annex  to  their  government,  the  twenty 

eight 


17a  HISTORYOF 

1740.  eight  new  townfhips,  which  had  been  cut 
tti^.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  diftricls  of  the  fix  told  towns. 
folaUoM    ^*  ^^^^  ^^^^  thought  pradent,  that  the 
SJhttfttu    ^^^^^  Province  fhould  not  openly  appear, 
jeutioa.    in  the  affair  s  but  that  petitions  fhould  be  j 
drawn^  by  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  towns,  I 
and  that  the  agent  fhould  be  chofen  by  : 
them.    Accordingly  town  meetings  were  ■ 
held ;  petitions  were  prepared  and  fubfcrib^  i 
cd;  and  Thomas  Hutchinson  wasap^  i 
pointed  their  agent,  and  fent  over  to  Eng-'. 
land  J  where  he  formed  thofe  connexions,  ^ 
which  afterward  ferved  to  raife  him,  to- ; 
the  chair  of  government  in  his  native 
Province* 
,j^^j^^       About  the  fame  time,  Governor  Belcher 
twri  MS    procured  a  petition,  from  his  fix  friend?, 
of  the  Council  of  New-Hampfhire,  to 
the  King ;  praying  that  the  wbole  Proyintt 
might  be  annexed  to,  the  government  of 
MafTachufetts.     This  matter  had  l)eett 
Jong  in  conterDplation>  with  thefe  gentle- 
men j  but  was  now  produced  at  thcmoft 
unfortunate  time,  which  could  have  been 
chofen*    Their  petition  was  at  once  re- 
jected-   put  that  from  the  towns  w?s 
kept  in  fufpenfe  a  Ipng  time  i  till  Thom- 
linfon  was  prepared,  to  anfwer  all  the  plea?, 
which  Hutchinfbn  could  advance,  and 
proved  too  hard  an  antagonifl  for  him- 

-        It 
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It  was  finally  difmifled,*  bccaufe  it  was    1740. 
thought,  *  that  it  never  could  be  for  his  BoTbJuf. 

*  Majefty's  fcryice,  to  annex  any  part  of  his 
^Province  of  New-Hampftiire,  as  an  in- 
•creafe  of  territory,  to  Malfachufetts ;  but 

*  rather,  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 

*  his  flibjedts  there,  to  be  under  a  diftinft 

*  government/ 

Though  Belcher's  removal  was  ferioufly 
feared,  by  his  beft  friends ;  yet  he  had  fo 
touch  intereft  with  fome  of  the  Lords  in 
high  office,  that  they  could  not  be  prevail- 
ed with  to  give  him  up.  The  war,  which 
had  commenced  between  Britain  and 
Spain,  afforded  him  an  opportunity,  to 
fignalize  his  zeal  for  the  King's  fervice.; 
and  he  determined  to  prove  himfelf,  a 
feithful  fervant  to  the  Crown,  in  every 
inftancej  in  hope  that  a  courfe  of  time 
and  fidelity  might  efface  the  impreffiotis, 
which  had  been  made,  to  his  difadyantage. 

It  being  refolved  by  the  Britifti  Court, 
to  undertake  an  expedition  to  the  Ifland 
of  Cuba;  Governor  Belcher,  agreeably  to 
the  orders  which  he  had  received  from  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle,  iflued  a  proclamation,  ^^"^  **' 
for  the  encouragement  of  men  who  would 
cnlifl:  in  the  fervice ;  '  that  they  fhould  be 
*  fupplied  with  arms  and  clothing ;  be  in 

'  the 

•  The  itl  faccefs  of  this  agency  was  prohabty  the  reafon,  that  Mr, 
Hotcbinfon  took  no  aotice  of  it,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Maffacfattfcttft* 
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1 740.  *  the  King's  pay ;  have  a  fharc  of  the  bootf 
^<'^    ^  which  fhoiild  be  taken ;  and  be  lent  home, 

*  at  the  expiration  of  their  time  of  iervice^ 
^  and  that  his  Majefty  would  order  a  niuxK 
rber  of  blank  commidions,  to  be  filled  up 

*  by  the  Governor,  and  given  to  the  officersi 
^  who  fhould  command  the  troops,  to  be 
^  raifed  in  the  Provinces/    He  afterwards 

Aiigttft  I.  preffed  this  matter,  clofely,  in  his  fyccdi 
to  the  AQembly ;  and  urged  them,  to  make 
provifion,  for  one  hundred  men,  and  ^ 
tranfport,  to  convey  them  to  Vij:ginia  > 
where  all  the  Colony  troops  were  to  rcor; 
dezvous;  and  thence-to  proceed,  undfi^ 
the  command  of  Col.  Gooch,  to  the  placfl 
of  their  deftination.  The  Affembly  voted, 
as  much  as  they  judged  fufficient  for  thii 
purpofe^  and  the  Governor  appointed  a 
Captain,  and  gave  him  beating  orders  j 
but  the  commifiions  and  arms  not  being 
fent,  according  to  the  royal  promife,  no 
men  could  be  inlifted  in  New-Hampfhire. 

letters.  The  Governor  received  commifSons  an4 
arms  for  four  companies  to  be  raifed  in 
Maffachufetts  s  where  he  could  eafily  havcf 
inlifted  ten,  had  he  been  furnifhed  accord- 
ing to  the  engagement.  To  this  failure, 
and  not  to  any  want  of  exertion,  on  his 
part,  in  either  of  his  governments,  may 
be  afcribed  the  paucity  of  troops  raifed 

•      in 
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them ;  and  yet  his  enemies  failed  not    17401, 
blaming  him  on  this  account.    The    ^-^^-^ 
prefentatives  of  New-Hampihire  took 
;  occafion  to  framea  vote,  difapprov-  A^g^a. 

his  adminiiftiiration ;  and  upon  this  Thomiin- 
e,  their  agent  founded  another  battery,  ^^ll  ^ 
Lttack  bis  charafier. 
n  conformity  to  the  royal  determina- 
1  of  the  boundaries,  orders  were  given  J^ " 
Belcher,  to  apply  to  both  his*  govern- 
nts,  to  join  in  appmnting  Surveyors,  to 
I  out,  and  niark  the  lines  ;  and  that  if 
Her  fhould  refufc,  the  other  ftiould  pro- 
i  fx  parte.  The  Aflembly  of  Maffa- 
ifetts  delayed  giving  an  anfwer  in  feafon, 
ich  was  conftrued  a  denial.  The  Af- 
ibly  of  New-  Hattipftiire  appointed  three 
•veyors,  to  execute  the  fervice,  who 
recommiffioned  by  the  Governor.  They 
re  direfted  to  allow  ten  degrees,  for  the 
fterly  variation  of  the  needle;  and  the 
rk  was  performed  in  the  months  of 
bruary  and  March,  George  Mitchel 
veyed  and  marked  the  fimilar  curve 
e,  from  the  ocean,  three  miles  north  of 
errimack  river,  to  a  ftation  north  of 
itucket  falls,  in  the  town(hip  of  Dracut. 
chard  Hazen  began  at  that  ftation  and 
irked  the  weft  line,  acrofs  Connecticut 
^er,  to  the  fuppofed  boundary  line  of 

New-York. 
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i74n  New- York.     Walter  Bryent  begait  tiie 
^i^T''^^   line,  from  the  head  of  Salmon-falls  river," 

MSretorns  '  ^  -  .  ,       - 

inthcfijca.  and  marked  it  about  thirty  miles;  but  was 
prevented  from  proceeding  farther,  pardy 
by  the  breaking  up  of  the  rivers,  whieh 
rendered  travelling  imprafticable  ;  and 
partly  by  meeting  a  company  of  Indians 
who  were  hunting,  and  took  his  men  who 
for  a  fcouting  party*  In  their  return  they 
found  on  one  of  the  trees,  which  thcf 
had  marked,  '  the  figure  of  a  man's  hand 
*  grafping  a  fword  j"  which  they  inter- 

Bryent's     prcted,  as  a  fignal  of  defiance,,  from  tiie 

Journal.     Indians. 

The  return  of  thefe  lines  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  was  one  of  the  laft  a6ts  of  Mr. 
Belcher's  adminiftration*  His  enemies  in 
both  governments  were  indefatigable  in 
their  endeavors  to  remove  him ;  and  by 
their  inceflant  applications  to  the  miniftryj 
by  taking  every  advantage  of  his  miftakesj 
by  falfehood  and  mifreprefentation ;  and 
finally,  by  the  diabolical  arts  of  forgery 

Doueiafs  and  perjury,  they  accomplifhed  their 
views.  He  was  fucceeded  in  tKe  govern- 
ment of  Maflachufetts,  by  William 
Shirley  ;  and  in  New-Hampfhire,  by 
Bennting  V/entworth. 

At  this  diftance  of  time,  when  all  thefe 
parties  a^e  extinft,  and  every,  reader  may 

be 
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be  fupppfed  impartial  3  it  may  fefem  rathjer    1 74 1 . 
ftrarige,    that  Governor  Belcher  flipuld. 
meet  with  fuch  treatment,  from,  the  Brit- 
ifti  Court,  jn  the  reign  of  fo  mild  and  juft 
a  Prince,  as  Geoi^ge  the  fecond.*    Tliat 
Mr,  Belcher  was  imprudent  and  unguard- 
ed, in  fome  inftances,.  cannot  be  denied^ 
He    was    indeed    zealous    to.ferve    his 
friends^  and  hearkeii  to  their  adVifeev  but, 
by  this  means,  he' laid  himfelf  open,  to 
the  attacks  of  his  enemies;  to  whom  he 
paid  no  court,  but  Openly  treated  them 
with  contempt.    lift  language  to  them 
Was  fevere  an4  reproachful,  and  he  never 
ipared  to  tell  th?  world,  what  he  thought 
of  them*;  .;7  "  ^  ^ 

This  provoked  them »  but  theijr  had  the 
ait  to  conceal  their  refentmcnt,  and  carry 
on  their  dqfign^s,  in  filence,  till  they  were 
ripe  for  execution*  He  had  by  far  too 
mean  an  opinion  of  their  abilities,  and 
the  intereft  which  they  had  at  Court  5  and 
when  he  knew  that  they  had  the  ear  of 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  he  afFcfted  to  think 
them^  *  not  Very  mighty  Lords^  nor  able 
^  to  adminifter  life  and  death/  He  had  a 
cpnfcioufnefs,  of  the  general  integrity  of 
his  own  intentions ;  and  appears  to  have 
been  influenced^  by  motives  of  honor  and 
juftice  •  but  he  was  riot  aware  of  the  force 
M  .  ©£ 
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1 74 1,  of  his  Qwn  prejudices.  It  may  admit  of 
doubt,  whether,  confidering  the.  extreme 
delicacy  of  his  fituatlon,  it  were  withiii 
the  compa&'  of  human  polic/,  to  have 
condu^efi.To  3s.to  give  offence  to  ncithei* 
of  his  Provinces,  in  the  management  of 
fuch  a  controverfy;  but  it  is  certain,  that 
his  antagomfts  could  not  fairly  fix  but  onC 
real  fligm.a,' on  his  chara6ters  and  that 
when  impartially  examined,  can  amount 
to  no  more  than:  an  imprudent  ftep,  at  a 
critical  time,  grounded  on  an  undue  re- 
fentmentof  an  affronts  for  to  fuppofe 
that  his  intention  was  to  fruflrate  the  com- 
miflion,  is  inconfiftent  with  the  whole  ten- 
or of  his  public  declarations,  and  private 
correfpondence.  When  his  enemies  met 
him  on  fair  and  open  ground,  he  was  al- 
ways prepared  to  anfwer  s  but  it  was  im* 
poffible  to  guard  againft  their  fecret  at- 
tacks. If  the  caufe  which  they  meant  to 
feive  was  a  good  one,  why  did  they  employ 
the  bafeft  means  to  effedl  it  ? 

The  <:ruelty  and  hardship  of  his  cafe 

may  appear  from  the  following  confider- 

^   ,  ,     ations.     He  had  been  one  of  the  principal 

Bcichcr's  ■  111  1  • 

letter  :o     merchants  of  New-England  s  but,  on  his 

v^.  MS.    appointment,  to  the  Chair  of  Government, 

quitted  eveiy  other  kind  of  bufincfs  ;  that 

he  might  attend  with  punduality    and 

dignity 
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dignity  to  the  duties  of  his  ftation.:   By    174  V 
tke  royal  mftru6U6ns>  he  was  rcftrained    "^"^ 
from  giving  his .  affent ;  to  any  grant  of 
moneys  to  hhnfelf  5  iinlefs  it  fhonld  be  a 
permanent  lalary.  What' he  received  from    , 
New-Hampfhire  was  fixed,  and  paid  out 
of  the  excife  5  but  theAfieitibly«)f  Maffa- 
chufetts  could  not:  be  pcrfuadddi  to  fettle 
any  lalary  upon  him.    They  made  him  a 
grant  of  three  thouland  pounds^  (worth 
about  fcven  or  eight  hundred  ftcrlirig)  ge- 
nerally once  in  a  year,  at  their  feflion 
in  May.    He  was  then,  obliged  to  folicit 
leave  from  the  King,  to  accept  i:he  grant, 
and  fign  the  bill  3  and  fometimes  could 
ilot  obtain  this  leave  tilf  the  end  of  the 
year  j  once  not  till  five  days  b^re  the 
difibbiticn)  of  the  Affertibly  *   In  the  meafi 
time  he  wias  obliged  to  fubfift  on  his  own 
cftate  j:  and  had  he  died  within  the  yedf^ 
the  grant  iwoiildjtiave^  been  wholly  loft/ to 
his  farftily..':  He  was  earneft-  to  obtain  a 
general  pcrmiffion  to  fign  thefe  grants  ; 
but  in<  thai  caTe  the  clerks  of  offices^  *in 
England,  through-  Whbfe  hands  the  per- 
milBon  muft  have  paffled,  would  have  loft 
their  fees.*    He  was  now  in  the  fi:xtieth 
year  of  hi&agc;  he  had  a  family  of  chil-* 
dren  and  grand  t:hildren,  •  whofe  fole  d8- 
j)endence  was  on  .him ;  and  he '  thought 
' .'       ■  ^       M  2  with 
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1 74 1,  with  rcafon,  that  if  his  courfc  of  fi^thfui 
fcrvice,  and  the  unworthy  artsof  his  me* 
mies  had  been  duly  cohfiderol,;  th^  c£x\r 
fure  of  his  iuperioFs  would  have  been  kfs 
feverc,  than  '  to  deprive  him  of  his  bread 
^and  honor/     •  I 

Whilft  he  entertained  theiyorft  opinion 
poffible  of  the  chara£ters  of  his  ^netxAes, 
he  had  ai Jlrong  confidente,  in  ih^  jolKce 
of  the  government,  before  which  he.' was 
accufed.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  his  foOf 
he  fa,ys,  *  I  muft  expefi:  no  favor  wh3c 
'  Bladen  is  at  the  Board  of  Taraderbfit 

*  were  the  devil  there,  I  fhould  expefi:  Jii& 

*  tice,  under  theBritifli  Conftitntion^jcorr 
'  roborated  by  the  Hanover  fucceffion/ 
The  event  proved,  that  his  confidence  was 
notiUifounded.  For,  on  being  fuperfedcd,  i 
he  repaired  to  Court ;  where,  though  his 
prefence  was. unwelcome  to  fome;  yet  he 
had  opportunity  to  bring  the  moft  con- 
vincing evidence  of  hi5integrity,atwi  of  the 
bafe  defigns  of  his  aipmies.  He  w:as  fo  far 
reftored  to  the  royal  flavor,  that  he  obtain- 
ed a  pronyf?,  of  the  firft  vacant  government 
in  America,.whiqh  would  be  worthy  of  his 
acceptance.  This  proved  to  be  the  Province 
of  Ne  w- Jerfey  s  where  he  fpent  the  remain- 
ing years  of  his  life;  and  where,  his  memo- 
ry has  been  treated  with  deferved  refpeft^ 

CHAR 
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admi\iiJir{itT6n.  'War  elpeiieHin  Ndva- 
ScotW;  'Eifpe^iibh  to  Ca|ie^B^i:bn  iits 
plait  t  thnaii^tthd  Jucce/s,'i6ith  A  defirip^ 
tion  afibt  iJlanJt  dndbfthe  dity  o/'LouilP- 
bttur^. 

B ENDING  WfeNTWORTH,  Efq. 
foh  of  tfee  d|edeafea  Lieutenant  66f- 
cnor,  was  a  riktchiiitoi^^^ 
in  Porfftncftith,  aiid  well  beloved  by  tKc 
people.  He  had  reprefehted  his  riative 
town  in  the  Affefnbly  ifor  fevefal  yei'rs, 
Hvhere  he  diftiiy^iftied  himfelf  in  thfe  op- 
pofitioh  to  Bfelcber.  He  afterward  bbtdin- 
cd  a  feat  in  Council ;  where,  iSifiBlcbf 
the  popularity  of  his  fairtily;  afhd  feding 
the  pride  of  elevation,  h6  coittinued  the 
bppofition,  and  joined  in  the  meafiires 
which  were  puriued  for  obtaining  a  dlf- 
tiri6t  GoVeiHor,  without  anyaipprehenfioh 
that  himfiilf  Would  be  the  penbh  i  till  'a 
feries  of  iricidenlts,  at  firft  view  unfortu- 
nate, prepared  the  way  for  his  advance- 
ment to  the  chdr. 

M3  In 
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In  the  courfe  of  his  mercantile  dealings, 
he  had  entered  into  a  contraft  with  an 
agent  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  fupplied 
him  with  a  l^rge  quantity  of  the  beft  oak 
timber}  to  procure  which,  he  l?orrowc4  j 
ilDioney  in  London.    When  he  delivtyred 
the  timber  at  Cadiz,  the  agent  with  whom   ' 
Ije  ^ad  eontr^fted,  was  out  ^  place,  and  ■ 
tJlA.pew  officer  declined  payment.  Jn  Re- 
turning to  America  the  fhip  foundered  ! 
and  he  was  faved  with  the  crew  in  a  boat, 
^hjefe  niisfprtunes  4eranged  his  affairs 
,^d^  reduced  him  to  a  ftate  of  bankrupt^. 
;^fterward  he  went  again  to  Spain)  bop* 
Jing  by  the  intereft  of  Sir  Benjamin  Keea^ 
otheBritifh  Minifter,  to  obfaiii  his  due,  but 
his  fuit  was  ineffectual.   About  that  timje 
Thomlinfqn,  defpairing  of  Dunbar's  ad-? 
vancement  to  the  governnient  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  turned  his  thoughts  toward 
fon's  let-    Wcntworth ;  and  having  procured  him  a 
^^'     '    letter  of  licenfe  from  his  creditors  in  Lon- 
don, invited  him  thither.     Wentworth 
reprefented  h^s  cafe  to  the  Britifh  Court, 
complained  of  the  injuftice  of  Spain,  and 
petitioned  for  redrefs.  Many  Britifli  mer- 
pliants,  vyho  had  fuffered  by  the  infolence 
of  the  Spaniards,  were,'  at  the  fame  time, 
nian^s^Ma-  clamorOus  for  reparation.     The  miniftry 
i"  9''  ""'  ^'^^'^  iludious  to  avoid  a  war.     A  negoci- 

atioii 
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^ion  was  begun,  and  the  Court  of  Spain 
promifed  reftitution  j  but  failed  in  the 
performance.  War  wg^s.  then  determined 
on,  and  all  negociation  ended.  Diiap- 
pointed  in  his  plea  for  juftice,  Wentwortli 
made  his  fuit  for  favor ;  and  by  the  aid  of 
Thomlihfon,  who  underftood  the  w^ys  of 
accels  to  the  great,  he  obtained  a  promife 
from  the  Dakc  of  Newcaftle,  that  when 
Kew-Hampfhire  fliduld  be  put  under  a 
diftinfl  Governorj^  he  fliould  have .  the 
commiffidh.  Tlieexpenfeof  thefolicita-  SJ%^om! 
lion  and  fees,  amounting  to  three  hiindred  AtL^nfoa.*^ 
pounds  fterling,  'was  iadvanced  by  his 
friends  in  England,  ^n4  repaid  hy  hi? 
friends  in  New- Jlampfhire, 

He  was  received  in  Portfmouth,  after  a  J  74.1. 
long  abfeiice,  with  gre^t  marks  of  popular    v-v-^ 
refpecl.     Among  the  compliments  which 
were  paid  to  him  on  that  occafion,  one 
was,  that  be  had  been  inftrumental  of 

*  refcuing  New-Haippfhire  from  contempt 

*  and  dependenc?/     Jn  his  firft  fpeech  to  joumai  of 
the  Affembly  he  refle^led  on  the  condud  Ji!:"^- 
of  his  predecefTor,  not  by  name,  but  by 
implication  j  for  not  .having  taken  early 
meafures  to  raife  ipen  for  the  expedition 
againft  the  Spahilh  Weft-Indies  ^  and  in-; 
tiinated  his  apprehenfion,  that  the  good 
jntentioii  of  the  Province  in  raifmg  money 

M  4  f oj: 
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1742.  for  that  purpofe,'  would  be  fruft;ratcd, 
fince  the  men  who  were  willihg  to  enter 
into  the  fervice  had  enlifted  In  th^e  other 
Provinces.     He  alfo  complimerited  them, 
on  their  good  faith  in  regiard  to  the  fevcral    i 
eftiiffions  of  paper  money  ;  alt  of  which    ^ 
were  to  be  called  in  within  the  prefent 
year.    He  did  not  forget  to  recommend  a 
fixed  falary  for  himfelf,  hot  fubje(5l  to  dct 
preciation  -,  nor  the  payment  of  expeiifes 
which  had  arifen  on  account  of  the  Bounds 
ary  lines  s  he  informed  them  of  the  King's 
indulgence,  in  giving  him  leave  to  confent 
to  a  farther  emiffioh  of  bills  of  credit,  tft 
enable  them  to  difchatrjge  their  obligations 
to  the  Crown ;  provided  that  ho  injury 
-  fhbuld  be  done*  to  the  trade  of  the  mother 
country.    He  alio  recommended  "to  their 
attention  the  faithful  fervices  of  their  i^ 
gents,  one  of  whom,  Rindge,  was  dead, 
and  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  his 
heirs. 

The  Affembly,  in  their  anfwer,  acknow-^ 
ledged  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  King 
in  determining  the  long  coritroverfy  be- 
tween them  and  Maflachufetts  ^  but  as  to 
payment  of  the  expdhfe,  they  reminded 
him  that  one  half  ought  to  be  paid  by 
Maflachufetts,  and  defired  him  to  ufe  his 
influence  for  thJit  purpofe.    With'  refped 

to 
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to  the  failure/of  raifing  men  for  the  expe-  tjj^t- 
Litton,  they  fet  him  right  by  dcribing  it 
to  the  true  caufe ;  there  being  iao  couiniif- 
fions  ktii  W  the  Province  for  tHdtfelrvicc. 
Cpncernihg  the  faldry,  th^ey  faid,  that  as 
fobn  as  t?hey  could  knbw  what. huihber  oJF 
iniidbitaHts  would  be  added  to  them  by 
the  fe'ttleteeht  df  the  lines,  and  how  the 
inohey  could  be  raifed,  they  fhoiitd  rhake 
itj"antple  provifioh  for  his  HcThbrable  fup* 
port  ds  tlieir  fcircuniftaiifces  would  admit. 
They  acknowledged  the  fiiielity  and  in- 
duftry  cif  their  agfents,  and  profcffed  a 
|;ood  will  to  reward  them  s  but  could  not 
9ien  promife  adequate  compenfetion. 

The  Affetnbly  voted  a  falaty  of  ttvo 
hundred  arid  fifty  pounds,  proclamation 
money,  to  the  Governor,  funded  as  ufud 
ph  the  excife ;  and  having  obtained  the 
royal  licenfc  for  emitting  twenty-five 
thottfand  pounds  on  loan  for  ten  years, 
they  granted  the  Governor  two  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  niore,  to  be  paid  anilu-' 
^lly  out  of  the  intereft  of  the  loan.  When 
this  fund  failed,  they  rpade  anniial  grants 
for  his  'further  and  inore  ample  fupport/ 
and  generally  add^d  fomething  for  hotife- 
rent.  They  prefented  their  a^ent  Thom- 
IJhfon  one  hundred  pounds  Aerling,  for 
his  faithful  femces ;  but  what  tliey  did 
%  the  heirs  of  Rindge  does  not  appear. 

After 
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J743.  After  Mr.  Wentworth  was  quietly  feat* 
ed  in  the  chair  of  government,  an  oppor* 
tunity  prefentcd  to  advance  his  intereft- 
fldU  farther-  *  For  the  jfum  of  two  thou- 
land  pounds  fterling,  Dunbar  was  prevml- 
cd  on  to  refign  the  fiuveyorfhip  of  the 
woods,  and  Thomlinfon  negociated  an  ap* 
pointment  in  favor  of  Wentworth,  with  a 
falary  of  eight  hundred  pounds  ftcrling, 
out  of  which  he  was  to  maintain  four 
Deputies.  But  to  obtain  this  office,  he 
was  obliged  to  *  reft  his  claim  on  the 
'  Crown  of  Spain  for  fifty-fix  thouiand 
/  dollars/ 

Thefe  appointments  of  Mr,  Wentworth 
gave  the  oppofers  of  the  former  admini- 
flration  great  caufe  of  triumph  5  but  the 
fpirit  of  oppofition  had  only  changed  fides. 
It  was  hoped  and  expected  by  fome,  that 
Mr.  Belcher,  by  going  to  England,  would 
not  only  remove  the  ill  imprellions,  which 
the  malice  of  his  enemies  had  made ;  but 
return  to  his  former  ftation.  Others, 
who  had  no  pi'edile6lion  for  Belcher,  look- 
ed with  envy  on  the  good  fortune  of 
Wentworth>  and  aimed  to  undermine 
him  i  at  the  fame  time  courting  the  friends 
of  the  former  adminiftration  to  join  in 
their  meafures.  Thefc  things  were  man- 
aged with  fecrecy,  and  a  few  hints  onk 
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arc  left  as  evidence  of  the'  exiftence  of   I74-3* 
defigns,  which  were  never  brought  to  mar-    ^^"^^ 
turity. 

It  was  tme  of  the  royal  inftruflipjis  to 
Governors,  that  in  any  cafes  of  difficulty 
or  fudden  eipergency,  they  fhould  com^ 
miinicate:  with  each  othen  Mr.  Went- 
worth  had  a  high  opinion  of  the  abilities 
of  the.  new  Governor  of  Maffachufetts, 
and  there  being  a  ftrift  friendfhip  between 
thiem,  confulted  him  on  all  occalions. 
Shirley  was  gratified  by  this  deference, 
and  knew  how  to^  make  his  advantage  of 
it;.  Thus,  though  New-Hampftiire  wds 
under  a  Governor  diftinfl  froiuthat  of 
Maffachufetts,  a  poiijt  which  had  long 
been  contended  for;  yet  the  4iffj?rence 
was.  not  fo  great  in  reality  as  in  appearr 
iance.  This  was  a  tif  cvjmftance  not  much  ws  i«ttn* 

'  -  •  .  •  <»f  Went- 

Imown  at  that  time..    The  advice  which  ^onh*ni 
Shirley  gave  him  was,  ija  general,  falutaiy 
9xiid  judicious* 

The  war  which  -had  been  kindled  be- 
tween Britain  and  Spaini  extended  its  ,J^^ 
flame  over  a  great  part  of  Europe;  and 
when  France  became  invpjived  in  it,  the 
American  Colonies  were  pjore  nearly  iu- 
tereftedi  becaufe  of  the  pr<?ximity  of  the 
French,  and. of  the  Indians,  who  were  in 
jdjcir  intereft*     War  is  fy  ;)atural  to  fay- 

ages^ 
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1744.  ages,  that  tliey  need  but  little  to  excite 
them  to  it*  An  Indiafi  war  was  a  necefli^ 
ry  appendage  of  a  war  with  France.  Hfc 
fcene  of  both  was  opened  in  Nova-Sc6tia. 
That  iPrOviflfce  had  been  altemateljf 
claimed  and  pofleffed  by  the  Englifh  mi 
Frencli  for  more  than  a  century,  Ewr, 
lincc  fhe  peace  of  Utreclit  it  had  bce| 
fubjeft  to  the  Crown  of  Britain,  and  thf! 
French  inhabitants  who  were  under  I 
kind  of  patriarchal  government  of  their 
priefts,  and  devotedto  the  French  mi&Hf 
were  kept  in  awe,  partly  by  the  fcaraf 
having  their  dikes  dcftroyed,  which  thty 
had  erefted  to  prevent  the  fea  from  cwt- 
flowing  their  fields^  andpartlybyaBritilh 
garrifon  at  Annapolis  where  a  Governor 
and  Council  refided.  The  Indian  tribes 
maintained  their  native  independence, 
though  they  were  attached  to  the  FrenA 
by  religious,  as  well  as  interefted  obliga- 
tions. Canfeau,  an  iflagd  on  the  northfcift- 
ern  part  of  Nova^Scbtia,  was  in  poffeffion 
of  the  Englifh.  It  was  reforted  to  by  the 
fiihermen  of  New-England.  It  was  dc-  1 
fended  by  a  block-houfe  and  garrifoned 
by  a  detachment  of  troops  from  Annapo- 
lis. The  ifland  of  Cape-Breton  was  pof- 
feffed  by  the  French,  and  lay  between  the 
Englifh^  of  Canfeau  and  thofe  of  New- 
foundland. 
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/ouAdland.     This'was  too  near  a  neigh-    1744. 
IjfSuri^Ppd  for  enemie^i  efpeciajiy  when    ""^^^^ 
hath  were  purfuirig  one  obje6l,  the  lifliery . 

The  French  ^t  Cape-Berton  having  re-  M««h  15. 
C^iyed  eajrly  intelligence  of  the  declaration 
if  wa^ ;  immediately  refolved  on  the  de- 
feuftion  of  the  Engliih  fiftiery  at  Can- 
(cau,.  Duquefnel,  the  Governor,  fent  "ayis. 
DifYivier  with  ^  fqvyimall  armed  veffels,, 
ijnd  about  nine  hundred  men,  who  feized 
^4  took  poffeffipn  of  the  ifland^  burned 
4ie  houfes,  and  made  prifoners  of  the  gar- 
nion  and  inhabitants.  This  was  done,  be- 
fore the  news  of  war  had  arrived  in  New- 
England-  It  was  followed  by  an  attempt 
ijpgn  Placentia,  in  Newfoundland,  which 
miicarriied;  An  attack  was  alfo  made  up- 
on Aiinapolis,  the  garrifon  of  which  was 
Tfinforced  by  feveral  companies  of  niifi- 
tja.  and  rangers /from  Maffachufetts,  and 
^c  enemy  were  obliged  to  retire*  The 
liidians  of  Nova-  Scotia  affiftcd  the  French 
iii  this,  attack;  which,  with  fome  other 
infolencies  committed  by  th^qi,  occafion- 
ed  a  declaration  of  war,  by  the  govern-  ^^  ^ 
inent  of  Maflachufetts,  againft  them,  Do«,i«fti^ 
with  a  premium  for  fc^lps  and  prifoners. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  the  French  were 
ra(li  and  precipitate.  They  were  not  pre- 
paied  for  exteniive  operations  j  nor  had. 

they 
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1744.  The  foil  of  this  ifland  is  by  no  mwna 
inviting.  It  is  either  rocky  and  moun- 
tainous, or  elfe  cold  and  boggy;  9ni 
much  lefs  capable  of  improv?jiien.t  than 
Nova-Scotia.  Its  only  valuable  pKodijc- 
tions  are  of  thefpffil  kind,  pit-coal  an^: 
plafter.  Its  atmofphere  in  the  fpring  aaid 
fummer  is  an  almoft  continual  fog,  whidi 
prevents  the  rays  of  the  fun  from  perfeft- 
ing  vegetation.  Its  winter  is  fevere.  ao^ 
of  long  continuance  3  and  as  the  iflaod 
forms  an  eddy  to  the  current  which  fett 
through  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  its  har- 
bours are  filled  with  large  quantiticiof 

YsLruiie,  floating  ice,  with  which  its  fliores  are  in- 
x8  39-    viroiied  till  late  in  the  fpring. 

Much  has  been  faid  by  French  and 
Englifh  waters  on  the  great  importance 
and  a;dvantage  of  this  ifland,  and  feme 
political  and  temporary  purpofes  were 
doubtlefs  to  be  anfwered  by  fuch  publica-* 
tions  ',  but  in  faft  the  only  real  import- 
ance of  Cape-Breton  was  derived  from  its 
central  fituation,  and  the  convenience  of 
its  ports.  On  the  north  and  weft  fides  it 
is  fteep  and  inacceffible  -,  but  the  Ibuth- 
caftern  fide  is  full  of  fine  bays  and  har- 
bours, capable  of  receiving  an4  ^curing 
(liips  of  any  burden ;  and,  being  fitiiated 
between  Canada,  France  and  the  Weft- 

Indics, 
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Indies,  it  was  extremely  favorable  to  the    11744. 
French  commerce.    It  was  not  fo  good  a    ^"""^ 
ftation  for  the  fiftiery  as  feveral  parts  of 
Nova-Scotia  and  Newfoundland.     The 
greater  part  of  the  French  fiihery  was 
profecuted  elfewhere  j  and  they  could  buy  "«"""' 
fiih  3t  Canfeau,  cheaper  than  they  could 
cure  it  at  Cape-Breton* 

Whilft  the  French  held  poffeflion  of 
the  coafts  of  Nova-Scotia  and  Newfound- 
land, this  ifland  was  neglefted;  but  after 
they  had  ceded  thefe  places  to  the  Crown 
of  England,  and  the  Crown  of  England 
had  ceded  this  ifland  to  them  by  the  trea-  ct».rieToi« 
ty  of  Utrecht  (1713)  they  began  to  fee  its  ^'!^^^^^'* 
value.  Inftead  of  giving  fo  much  atten-  P'****^** 
tbn  to  the  fur  trade  of  Canada,  as  they 
had  before  done,  they  contemplated  buiW-* 
ing  a  fortified  town  on  this*  ifland,  as  a£ 
fecurity  to  their  navigation  and  fifliery. 
For  this  purpofe  they  chofe  a  fine  harbour 
on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  for- 
merly qalled  Englifti  harbour ;  where  they 
erefted  their  fortifications,  and  called  the 
place  Louifl^ourg. 

The  harbour  of  Louifl)ourg  lies  iti  lati- 
tude 45°  55''^  its  entrance  is  about  four 
ihundred  yards  wide.  The  anchorage  is 
uniformly  fafe,  and  fhips  may  run  afliorc 
•a  a  foft  muddy  bottom.  The  depth  of 
N  wateF 
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1744.  water  at  the  entrance  is  from  nine  to 
^"^     twelve  fathoms.     The  harbour  lies  open 
to  the  fouth-eaft.  Upon  a  neck  of  land  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  harbour  was  bulk 
the  town,  two  miles  and  a  quarter  in  cir- 
cumference J  fortified  in  every  acceffibk 
part  with  a  rampart  of  ftone,  from  thirty 
to  thirty-fix  feet  high>  and  a  ditch  eighty 
AbbeRay^  fcet  Wide.  A  fpace  of  about  two  hundred 
yards  was  left  without  a  rampart,  on  the 
fide  next  to  the  fea ;  it  was  enclofed  by  a. 
fimple  dike  and  a  line  of  pickets.     The 
fea  was  fo  fhallow  in  this  place  that  it 
made  only  a  narrow  channel,  inacceflibk 
from  its  numerous  reefs  to  any  fhipping 
whatever.  The  fide  fire  from  the  baftions 
fecured  this  fpot  from  an  attack.     There 
were  fix  baftions  and  three  batteries,  con- 
taining embralures  for  one  hundred  and 
forty-eight  cannon,  of  which  fixty-five 
only  were  mounted,  and  fixteen  mortars. 
On  an  ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour was  planted  a  battery  of  thirty  can- 
non, carrying  twenty-eight  pounds  fhot; 
and  at  the  bottom  of  the  harbour,  direftiy 
oppofite  to  the  entrance,  was  the  grand  or 
royal  battery  of   twenty-eight    cannon, 
forty-two  pounders,    and  two   eighteen 
pounders.     On  a  high  cliff,  oppofite  to 
the  ifland  battery,  ftood  a  light-houfe; 

and 
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and  within  this  point,  at  the  north -eaft    1744. 
part  of  the  harbour,  was  a  careening  virharf 
fefeure  from  all  winds,  and  a  magazine  of 
naval  ftores^ 

The  town  was  regularly  laid  out  ia 
fquares.  The  ftreets  were  broad;  the 
houfes  moftly  of  wood,  but  fome  of  ftone- 
On  the  weft  fide^  near  the  rampart,  was 
a  fpacious  citadel,  and  a  large  parade ; 
on  one  fide  of  which  were  the  Gover-^ 
nor's  apartments.  Under  the  rampart 
were  cafemates  to  receive  the  women  and 
children  during  a  fiege.  The  entrance  of 
the  town  on  the  land  fide  was  at  the  weft 
gate,  over  a  draw  bridge,  near  to  which 
was  a  circular  battery,  mounting  fixteeil 
guns  of  twenty-four  pounds  (hot- 

Thefe  works  had  been  twenty-five  years 
in  building ;  and  though  not  finiftkd,  had 
coft  the  Crown  not  lefs  than  thirty  mil- 
lions of  livres.  The  place  was  fo  ftrong- 
as  to  be  called  '  the  Dunkirk  of  America/ 
it  was,  in  p^ce,  a  fafe  retreat  for  the  ftiips 
of  France  bound  homeward  from  the  Eaft 
and  Weft-Indies  >  and  in  war,  afourceof 
iiftrefs  to  the  northern  Englifll  Colonies  y 
its  fituation  being  extremely  favorable  for 
privateers  to  ruin  their  fifhery  and  inter- 
rupt their  coafting  and  forei^  trade  3  for 
which  reafons,  tiK  redudion  of  it  was  an 
N  %  objeiSt 
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1744.  ohjedi  as  defirable  to  them,  as  that  of 
^""^^    Carthage  was  to  the  Romans. 
Not.  10.       In  the  autumn,  Shirley  wrote  to  the 
ktwlt^to    Britifh  miniftry,  reprefenting  the  danger 
^Xms.  of  an  attack  on  Nova-Scotia,  from  the 
French,  in  the  enfuing  fpring  j  andpray-^ 
ing  for  fome  naval  affiftance.     Thefe  let- 
ters he  fent  by  Capt.  Ryal,  an  officer  of 
the  garrifbn,  which  had  been  taken  at 
Canfeau,  who,  *  from  his  particular  knoW' 
^  ledge  of  Louifbourg,  and  of  the  great 

*  confequence  of  the  acquifition  of  Cape- 

*  Breton,  and  the  prefervation  of  Nova- 
'  Scotia,  he  hoped  would  be  of  coniideca^ 

*  fervicc  to  the  northern  Colonies,  with  the 
•Lords  of  the  admiralty/  Thus  early 
did  Shirley  conceive  and  communicate  to 
Wentworth  his  great  defign  s  and  the  moft 
prudent  ftep  which  he  took  in  this  whole 
affair  was  to  folicit  help  from  England. 
His  petition,  fupported  by  that  worthy 

Ms^  copy  officer,  was  fo  favorably  received  by  the 
caftic'sirti  miniftry,  that  as  early  as  the  beginning  of 
»e',jan.j.  j^j^i^ary^  ordcrs  were  difpatched  to  Com- 
modore Warren,  then  in  the  Well-Indies, 
to  proceed  to  the  northward  in  the  fpring, 
and  employ  fuch  a  force  as  might  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  protefl  the  northern  Colonies  in 
their  trade  and  fifhery,  and  diftrefs  the 
enemy  ^  and  for  this  purpofe  to  confult 
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with  Governor  Shirley.  Orders  of  the  1744. 
fame  date  were  written  to  Shirley,  ^^"^^ 
inclofed  to  Warren,  direfting  him  to  af- 
fift  the  King's  fhips  with  tranfports,  men 
and  proviftons.  Thefe  orders,  though  ex- 
tremdy  favorable  to  the  defign,  were  to- 
tally unknown  in  New-England,  till  the 
middle  of  April  following,  before  which 
time  the  expediticm  was  completely  foftn- 
ed. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  a  plan  of  this  fam- 
ous enterprife,  was  firft  fuggefted  by  Wil-  Dougi«fi, 
liain  Vaughan,  a  fon  of  Lieutenant  Gov-  Hulcwn- 
cmorVaughanofNew-Hampftiire.  Seve-  ^''°- 
ral  other  perfons  have  claimed  the  like  merit. 
How  far  each  one's  information  or  advice, 
contributed  toward  forming  the  delign, 
cannot  now   be  determined,    Vaughan 
was  largely  concerned  in  the  fiftiery  on 
the  eaftem  coaft  of  Maffachufetts.     He 
was  a  man  of  good  underftanding,  but  of 
a  daring,  enterpriAng  and  tenacious  mind, 
and  one  who  thought  of  no  obftacles  to 
the  accomplifhment  of  his  views.  An  in* 
ftance  of  his  temerity  is  ftill  remembered. 
He  had  equipped,  at  Portfmouth,  a  num- 
ber of  boats  to  carry  on  his  fifhery  at 
Montinicus.    On  the  day  appointed  for     . 
failing,  in  the  month  of  March,  though 
the  wind  was  fo  boifterous  that  experien- 

N  3  ced 
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1744.   ced  mariners  deemed  it  impoffible  for  fuch 
^""^^    veffels  to  carry  fail,  he  went  on  board  one, 
and  ordered  the  others  to  follow.    One 
was  loft  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the 
reft  arrived  with  much  difficulty,  but  in 
a  (hort  time,  at  the  place  of  their  deftina* 
tion.     Vaughan  had  not  been  it  Louit 
bur^j  but  had  learned  from  fifhermcn 
and^others,  fomethingof  the  ftrengthand 
fituation  of  the  place  3  and  nothing  being 
in  his  view  imprafticable,  which  he  had 
a  mind  to  accomplifti,  he  conceived  a  de- 
lign  to  take  the  city  by  furprife;  and  even 
propofed  going  over  the  walls  in  the  win- 
.  ter  on  the  drifts  of  fnow.     This  idea  of  a^ 
furprifal  forcibly  ftruck  the  mind  of  Shir-^ 
ley,  and  prevailed  with  him  to  haften  his 
preparations,  before  he  could  have  any 
anfv/er  or  orders  from  England, 

In  the  beginning  of  January  he  requeft- 
^745-  ed  of  the  members  of  the  General  Court, 
that  they  would  lay  themfelves  under  an 
oath  of  fecrefy,  to  receive  a  propofal  from 
him,  of  very  great  importance.  This  was 
the  firft  requeft  of  the  kind  which  had 
ever  been  made  to  a  legiflatiye  body  in  the 
Colonies.  They  readily  took  the  oath, 
.  and  he  communicated  to  them  the  plan 
which  he  had  formed  of  attacking  Lcuif- 
bourg.   The  fecret  v>ras  kept  for  fome  days ; 

till 
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iil  an  honeft  member,  who  performed  1745. 
he  family  devotion  at  his  lodgings,  inad-  ^— ^'-^ 
ertently  difcovered  it  by  praying  for  a 
leffing  on  the  attempt.  At  the  firft  de- 
iberation,  the  propofal  was  rejected  j  but 
y  the  addrefs  of  the  Governor  and  the 
evincible  perfeverance  of  Vaughan,  a  pe- 
ition  from  the  merchants  concerned  in 
he  fifhery,  was  brought  into  Court, 
/hich  revived  the  affair ;  and  it  was  fi- 
nally carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  major- 
y  of  one  voice,  in  the  abfence  of  feveral  jan.  a6* 
aembers  who  were  known  to  be  againft 
t.  Circular  letters  were  immediately  dif- 
iatched  to  all  the  Colonies,  as  far  as 
?ehnfylvania,  requefting  their  affiftance, 
ind  an  embargo  on  their  ports. 

With  one  of  thefe  letters,  Vaughan  rode  ^cb,  x, 
xprefs  to  Portfmouth,  where  the  AfTem- 
dy  was  fitting.     Governor  Wentworth 
nmediately  laid  the  matter  before  them, 
nd  propofed  a  confererice  of  the  two 
loufes  to  be  held  on  the  next  day.    The 
loufe  of  Reprefentatives  having  caught 
le  enthufiafm  of  Vaughan,  were  impa- 
ent  of  delay,  and  defired  that  it  might 
e  held  immediately. "  It  was  accordingly 
eld,  and  the  Committee  reported  in  fa-  p^b  %. 
or  of  the  expedition  ;  eftimated  the  ex-  ^{^^l\\  «f 
enfe  at  four  thoufand  pounds,  and  defir-  thiscdnoa. 
N4  ed 
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J  745.    ed  the  Governor  to  iffue  a  proclamaticni 
^'^"'^^    for  inlifting  two  hundred  and  fifty  meiii 
at  twenty-five  fhiUings  per  month,  one 
month's  pay  to  be  advanced  j  they  alfo 
recommended  that   military  (lores  and 
tranfports  ihould  be  provided,  and  that 
fuch  preparations  ftiould  be  made  as  that 
the  whole  might  be  ready  by  the  begin- 
jiing  of  March,     All  this  was  inftantly 
agreed  to,  on  condition  that  proper  meth- 
ods could  be  found  to  pay  the  charges. 
This  could  be  done  in  no  other  way  than 
ty  a  new  emiffion  of  bills  of  credit,  con- 
trary to  the  letter  of  royal  inftruftions. 
put,  by  the  help  of  Shirley,  a  way  waf 
found  to  furmount  this  difficulty;  for  on 
the  fame  day,  he  wrote  to  Wentworth, 
informing  him  that  he  had,  in  anfwer  to 
Vacn^f^  repeated  folicitations,  obtained  a  relaxa- 
§^"^i«y-      tion  of  his  inftruftions  relative  to  bills  of 
qredit,  fo  far,  asAo  have  leave  to  confent 
to  fuch  emiflionfs  as  the  exigencies  of  war 
might   require;  and  advifmg  him,  that 
confidering  the  occafion,  it  was  probable, 
his  confenting  to  an  emiffion  would  rather 
be  approved  than  cenlured  by  his  fuperi- 
Fcb.  3.      pi^s^     The  next  day,  he  wrote  again,  af- 
furing  him  that  he  might  fafely  do  it,  pro- 
vided that  the  fum  to  be  emitted,  were 
fplely  appropriated  to  the  fervice  of  the 

expedition. 
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Kpcdition.  Jrlc  alfo  fent  him  a  copy  of  1745. 
ie  inftruftion,  enjoining  him  to  let  no  •""^^ 
erfon  know  that  he  had  fent  it.  Shirley 
imlelf  had  confented  to  an  emiflion  of 
fty  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  drawn  in  by 
tax  in  the  years  1747  and  1748. 
The  Houlfe  of  Reprefentatives  pafTed  a  fa.  $. 
>te  foi  an  emiflion  of  ten  thoufand 
Dunds  toward  defraying  the?  charges  of 
le  expedition  and  farther  carrying  on  the 
ar,  and  the  fupport  of  government ;  to 
i  drawn  in  by  taxes  in  ten  annual  pay- 
cnts,  to  begin  in  1755.  The  Council 
>)e6i:ed  and  faid,  that  the  grant  (hould  be 
holly  appropriated  to  the  expedition  and 
u  payments  Ihould  begin  in  175 1.  The 
loufe  adhered  to  their  vote.  The  Gov- 
lor  interpofed,  and  an  altercation  took 
lace,  which  continued  feveral  days.  The 
fovemor  adjourned  the  Aflembly  till  he 
ould  again  afk  Shirley's  advice  and  re- 
eiv«  his  anfv/er.  At  length  the  Houfe 
Itered  their  vote,  and  appointed  the  year 
y^  I  for  drawing  in  the  money ;  augment- 
tig  the  fum  to  thirteen  thoufand  pounds, 
nd  at  the  Governor's  exprefs  defire,  they 
ublicly  afTured  him  that  they  *  could  not 
find  out  any  other  way  to  carry  on  the 
expedition,  or  in  any  degree  fhorten  the 
period  for  bringing  in  the  money.'  This 

was 
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1745.   was  done  to  ferve  as  an  apology  for  the 

^"^"^^    Governor's  confenting  to  the  bill,  not- 

v^ithftanding  he  had  no  liberty  to  recede 

from  his  inftruftions  ;  and  thus,  the  mat^ 

FA*  13.   ^^j.  jj^jj^g  compromifed,  he  gave  his  con- 

fent. 

During  this  tedious  interval,  a  report 
was  fpread>  that  the  Houfe  had  ref ufed  to 
raife  men  artd  money  for  the  expeditionj 
and  the  author  of  the  report  was  fou^t 
out  and  called  to  account  by  the  Houfe^ 
for  his  mifbehaviour.  The  next  day  thqf 
altered  their  terms  of  inliftment,  confwin* 
ably  to  thofe  offered  in  Maflachufctts, 
7t\>.  17.  and  by  the  17th  of  February,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  were  inlifted  for  the 
fervice- 

The  perfon  appointed  to  command  the 
expedition  wras  William  Pepperrell> 
Efq.  of  Kittery,  Colonel  of  a  regiment  of 
militia ;  a  merchant  of  unblemifhed  re- 
putation and  engaging  manners,  exten- 
lively  known  both  in  Maflachufetts  and 
New-Hampfliire,  and  very  popular.  Thefe 
qualities  were  abfolutely  neceflaiy  in  the 
Commander  of  an  array  of  volunteers,  his 
own  countrymen,  v^^ho  were  to  quit  their 
domeftic  connexions  and  employments, 
and  engage  in  a  hazardous  enterprife, 
which  none  of  them,  from  the  higheft  to 

tlie 
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leloweft,  knew  how  to  conduft.  Pro-  1745^ 
^ffional  Ikill  and  experience  were  entirely  ^'"^'"^ 
at  of  the  queftion  5  had  thefe  qualities 
een  neceflary,  the  expedition  muft  have 
een  laid  afide  5  for  there  was  no  perfon 
1  New-England,  in  thefe  refpefts  quail- 
ed for  the  command.  Fidelity,  rcfolu- 
ion  and  popularity  muft  fupply  the  place 
f  military  talents  5  and  Pepperrell  was 
offefTed  of  thefe.  It  was  neceflary  that 
le  men  fhould  know  and  love  their  Gene- 
al,  or  they  would  not  inlift  under  him.* 

After  this  appointment  tvas  made,  and  shweyt 
rhile  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  Aflbm-  ^t^T^m* 
ly  of  New-Hamp(hire  would  agree  with 
he  Governor  in  raifmg  money  for  the 
xpedition,  Shirley  propofed  to  Went- 
^orth,  the  raifmg  of  men  in  New-Hamp- 
hire,  to  be  in  the  pay  of  Maflachufetts, 
nd  in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  on  that 
KTcafion  paid  him  the  following  compli- 
nent.  *  It  would  have  been  an  infinite  fat- 
isfaftion  to  me,  and  done  great  honor  to 

the 

•  The  following  private  note  was  fcnt  from  Bofton  to  Pepperrell, 
hilft  ac  Looifbourg,  and  ft/und  among  his  papers. 

*  You  was  made  General,  being  a  popular  roan,  m«ft  likely  to  raife 
foldlers  fooneft.  The  expedition  was  calculated  to  sstablisii 
Sh — ,  and!  make  his  creature  W.  Governor  of  Cape- Breton,  which 
it  to  be  a  place  of  refuge  to  him  from  his  creditors.  Beware  of  foakea 
iii  the  ^rafs,  and  mark  th^ir  hiirmg.* 


ao4  HISTORY    OF 

1 74  5.  '  the  expedition ,  if  your  limbs  wonM  havt 
^•"^'^  •  permitted  you  to  take  the  chief  command.* 
Wentworth  was  charmed  with  the  ides» 
and  forgetting  his  gout,  made  an  offer  of 
his  perfonal  fervice ;  but  not  till  afta:'  the 
Aflembly  had  agreed  to  his  terms  and  the 
money  bill  was  paffed.  Shirley  was  thai 
obliged  to  anfwer  him  thus.  *  Upon  com- 

*  municating  your  offer  to  two  or  thWB 

*  gentlemen,  in  whofe  prudence  and  jadg- 

*  ment  Imoft  confide,  I  found  them  clear- 

*  ly  of  opinion,  that  any  alteration  of  the 

*  prefent   command  would  be   attettded 

*  with  great  rifque,  both  with  refpeft  to 

*  the  Affembly  and  the  foldiers  being  cn- 
'  tirely  difgufted/ 

Before  Pepperrell  accepted  the  com- 
mand, he  afked  the  opinion  of  the  famous 
George  Whitefield,  who  was  then  itinerat- 
ing   and   preaching    in    New-England. 
White.    Whitefield   told  him,   that  he  did  not 
tlV^T  think  the  fchemevery  promifing;  that  the 
^^**        eyes  of  all  would  be  on  him ;  that  if  it 
Ihould  not  fucceed,  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  the  flain  would  reproach  him ; 
and  if  it  fhould  fucceed,  many  would  re- 
gard him  with  envy,  and  endeavor  to 
eclipfe  his  glory  5  that  he  ought  therefore 
to  go  with  *  a  fingle  eye,'  and  then  he 

woulcj 
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^ould  find  his  ftrength  proportioned  to  1745. 
isnecdfity*  Henry  Sfaerhume9  the  Com- 
iuffiay  of  New-Hampfhiire,  another  of 
Vhitdield's  friendB,  preffedhimto  favoir 
tic  expedition  and  giv^e  a  motto  for  the 
tag ;  to  whkh,  ai4^r  fi^me  heiitatioQ,  he 
onfented-  The  motto  was,  ^Nildefpe^ 
randum  Chrijio  duce'  This  gave  the  ex- 
edition  the  air  of  a  crufecte,  and  many  cf 
is  followers  inlided.  One  of  them,  a 
!haplain,  carried  on  his  ihoulder  a  hatch- 
:,  with  which  he  intended  to  deftroy  the 
aages  in  the  French  churches- 
There  are  certaiia  latent  fparks  in  hu- 
lan  nature,  which,  by  a  collifion  of  cauf- 
,  are  fometimes  brought  to.  light.;  and 
hen  once  excited,,  their  operations  arc 
)t  eajily  controle^J .  In  undertaking  any 
ing  hazardous,  there  is  a  necefiity  for 
traordinary  vigor  «:)f  mind,  ^md  a  degree 
'  confidence  and  fortitude,  which  (haii 
ife  us  above  the  dread  of  danger,  and 
(pofc  us  to  run  a  jrifque  which  the  cold 
axims  of  prudwcc^  would  forbid.  The 
:ople  of  NewrEng,land  have  at  various 
nes  (hewn  fuch  an  enthqfiaftic  ardor, 
liich  has  been  exciited  by  the  example  of 
pir  anceftors  and  their  own  expofed  fitu- 
ion.  It  was  nevcf  more  apparent,  and 
rhaps  never  more  ineceflary,  than  on  oc^ 

calion 
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.  1745.  cafion  of  this  expedition.    Nor  ought  it 
^""''^  to  be  forgotten,  that  feveral  circumftanccJ, 
which  did  not  depend  on  human  forcfight, 
greatly  favored  this  undertaking. 

The  winters  in  this  country  are  oftenfc^- 
vcre-,  but  the  winter  in  which  this  expedition 
was  planned,  and  particularly  the  month 
of  February,  was  very  mild.  The  har- 
bours and  rivers  were  open,  and  the  weatb- 
er  was  in  general  fo  pleafant,  that  every 
kind  of  labor  could  be  done  abroad.  The 
fruitfulnefs  of  the  preceding  feafon  hai 
made  provifions  plenty.  The  Indiana 
had  not  yet  molefted  the  frontiers  5  and 
though  fome  of  them  had  heard  that  aa 
expedition  againft  Cape  Breton  was  in 
hand,  and  carried  the  news  of  it  to  Cana- 
da, fuch  an  attempt  was  fo  improbably 
that  the  French  gave  no  credit  to  the  re* 
port,  and  thofe  in  Nova-Scotia  did  not  re- 
ceive the  leaft  intelligence  of  the  pi^epara* 
tions.  Douglafs  obferves,  that  'fomc 
^  guardian  angel  preferved  the  troops 
*  from  taking  the  fmall  pox,'  which  ap* 
peared  in  Bofton  about  the  time  of  their 
embarkation,  and  was  actually  imported 
in  one  of  the  Ihips  which  was  taken  into 
the  fervice.  A  concurrence  of  happy  in- 
cidents brought  together  every  Britilh 
ihip  of  war  from  the  ports  of  the  Amer- 
ican 
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ican  continent  and  iflands,  till  they  made    1745. 
a  formidable  naval  force,  confifling  of    "'"'^ 
four  (hips  of  the  line  and  fix  frigates,  un- 
der the  command  of  an  aftive,  j  udicious  and 
experienced  officer.     On  the  other  hand, 
the  garrifon  of  Louiibourg  was  difcontent- 
cd  and  mutinous  -,  they  were  in  want  of 
provifions  and  ftores ;  they  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  defign  formed  againft  them ; 
their  fhores  were  fo  environed  with  ice, 
that  no  fupplies  could  arrive  early  from 
france,  and  thofe  which  came  afterward. 
Were  intercepted  and  taken  by  our  cruif- 
trs.    In  fhort,  *  if  any  one  circumflance 

*  had  taken  a  wrong  turn  on  our  fide,  and 

'  if  any  one  circumfl:ance  had  not  taken  a  Dongiaisi, 

*  wrong  turn  on  the  French  fideu  the  ex-  ^^^* 

*  pedition  mufl:  have  mifcarried/ 

In  the  undertaking  and  profecuting  of  an 
cnterprife  fo  novel  to  the  people  of  New- 
England,  it  is  amufing  to  fee  how  many 
projefts  were  invented ;  what  a  variety 
of  advice  was  given  from  all  quarters, 
and  what  romantic  expeftations  were 
formed  by  advifers  arid  adventurers.  Dur- 
ing the  inliftment,  one  of  the  officers  was 
heard  to  lay  with  great  fobriety,  that  he 
intended  to  carry  with  him  three  fhirts, 
one  of  which  Ihould  ,be  ruffled,  bec^ufe  he 
cxpefted  that  the  General  would  give 

him 
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1745.  him  the  command  of  the  city,  when  it 
^'^"^^^  fhould  be  taken.  An  ingenious  and  be- 
nevolent clergyman,  prefentedtothe  Gene- 
ral a  plan  for  the  incampmcnt  of  the  ar- 
my, the  opening  of  trenches  and  the  plac- 
LIt"**  ing  of  batteries  before  the  city.  Topre- 
vent  danger  to  the  troops  from  fubterra- 
neous  mines,  he  propofed,  that  two  con* 
fidential  perfons,  attended  by  a  guard, 
fhould,  during  the  night,  approach  the 
walls ;  that  one  fhould  with  a  beetle  fhike 
the  ground,  while  the  other  fhould  lay  lui 
ear  to  it,  and  obferve  whether  the  found 
was  hollow,  and  that  a  mark  fhould  be 
fet  on  all  places  fufpe6led.  Another  gen- 
tleman, of  equal  ingenuity,  fent  the  Gen- 
eral a  model  of  a  flying  bridge,  to  be  ufed 
in  fcaling  the  walls  of  Louifbourg.  It  was 
fo  light,  that  twenty  men  could  carry  it 
on  their  fhoulders  to  the  wall,  and  raife 
it  in  one  minute.  The  apparatus  for 
raifmg  it  confifted  of  four  blocks,  and  two 
hundred  fathoms  of  rope.  It  was  to  be 
floored  with  boards,  wide  enough  for 
eight  men  tomarch  abreafl ;  and  to  prevent 
danger  from  the  enemy's  fire,  it  might  be 
covered  with  raw  hides-  This  bridge,  it 
was  faid,  might  be  erefted  againfl  any  part 
of  the  wall,  even  where  no  breach  had 

been 
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ecu  made;  and  it  was  fuppofed  t^at    tf4s* 
dioufand  men  might  pafs  over  it  in  four 
dnutes. 

But  the  moft  extraordinary  projeft  6f 
il,  was  Shirley's  fcheme  for  taking  the 
ty  by  furprife,  in  the  firft  night  after  the 
rrivaJi  of  the  troops,  and  before  any  Brit- 
h  naval  force  could  poffibly  come  to  their 
Iiftance.  It  is  thus  delineated  in  a  con- 
ientiid  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Went- 
orth,  when  he  urged  him  to  fend  the 
ew-Hampfhire  troops  to  Bofton,  to  pro- 
td  thence  with  the  fleet  of  tranfports. 
The  fucccfs  of  our  fcheme  for  furprifing 
Louifbourg  will  entirely  deprad  on  the 
execution  of  the  firft  night,  after  the  ar- 
rival of  our  forces.  For  this  purpofe  it 
is  necdTary,  that  the  whole  fleet  fliould 
nake  Chappeau-jouge  point  juft  at  the 
[hutting  in  of  the  day,  when  they  can- 
loteafily  be  difcovered,  and  from  thence 
pufti  into  the  bay,  fo  as  to  have  all  the 
nen  landed  before  midnight ;  (the  land- 
ng  of  whom,  it  is  computed  by  Capt. 
)urell  and  Mr-  Baftide,  will  take  up 
hree  hours  at  leaft.)  After  which,  the 
'orming  of  the  four  feveral  corps,  to  be 
employed  in  attempting  to  kale  the  walls 
>f  Louifbourg,  near  the  eaft  gate,  front- 
ing the  fea>  and  the  weft  gate,  fronting 
O  *  the 
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1745.  *  the  harbour  5  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 

*  two  beforementioned  parties  in  cafe  of 

*  a  repulfe ;  and,  to  attack  the  grand  ba^ 

*  tcry  ;  (which  attack  muft  be  made  at 
^  the  fame  time  with  the  two  other  at- 

*  tacks)  will  take  up  two  hours  more  at 

*  leaft.  After  thefe  four  bodies  are  form- 
^  ed,  their  march  to  their  refpeftivc  pofls 

*  from  whence  they  are  to  make  their  at- 

*  tacks  and  ferve  as  a  cover  to  the  retreat, 

*  will  take  up  another  two  hours  5  which, 

*  fuppofing  the  tranfports  to  arrive  in  Chap- 
'  peau- rouge  bay  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 

*  evening,  and  not  before,  as  it  will  be 

*  neceflary  for  them  to  do,  in  order  to 
'  land  and  march  under  cover  of  the  night, 

*  will  bring  them  to  four  in  the  morning, 

*  being  day  break,  before  they  begin  the 

*  attack,  which  will  be  full  late  for  them 
'  to  begin-  Your  Excellency  will  from 
^  hence  perceive  how  critical  an  affair,  the 
^  time  of  the  fleet's  arrival  in  Chappeau- 

*  rouge  bay  is,  and  how  neceflary  it  is  to 

*  the  fuccefs  of  our  principal  fcheme,  that 
'  the  fleet  (hould  arrive  there,  in  a  body,  at 

*  that  precife  hour/ 
It  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  this  plan  was 

contrived  by  a  perfon  totally  unflcilled  in 
the  arts  of  navigation  and  of  war.  The 
coaft  of  Cape-Breton  was  dangerous  and 

inhofpitable, 
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dbofpitable,  the  feafon  of  the  year  rough  1745. 
nd  tempeftuous>  and  the  air  a  continual 
(^5  yet,  a  fleet  of  an  hundred  veflels^ 
fter  failing  nearly  two  hundred  leagues 
for  by  this  plan  they  were  not  to  flop) 
null  make  a  certain  point  of  land  *  at  d, 
)reciie  hour/  and  enter  an  unknown  bay, 
nan  evening.  The  troops  were  to  land 
n  the  dark,  amidft  a  violent  lurf,  on  a 
rocky  Ihore ;  to  march  through  a  thicket 
md  bog  three  miles,  to  the  city,  and  fome 
)f;  them  a  mile  beyond  it  to  the  royal  bat- 
tery. Men  who  had  never  been  in  a6lion, 
svere  to  perform  fervices,  which  the  moft 
experienced  veteran  would  think  of  with 
dread ;  to  pull  down  pickets  with  grap- 
ling  irons,  and  fcale  the  walls  of  a  regular 
fortification,  with  ladders,  which  were  af- 
terward found  to  be  too  fhort  by  ten  feet ; 
all  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours  from  their 
Bfft  making  the  land,  and  nine  hours 
horn  their  debarkation.  This  part  of  the 
^lan  was  prudently  concealed  from  the 
xoops. 

The  forces  which  New-Hamplhire  fur- 
liflied  for  this  expedition,  were  three  hun- 
Ired  and  fifty  men,  including  the  crew 
f  an  armed  floop  which  convoyed  the 
ranfports  and  ferved  as  a  cruifer.  They 
/ere  formed  into  a  regiment,  confining 
O  2  pf 
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1745.   of  eight  companies,  and  were  under  the 
*'*^^    command  of  Col.  Samuel  Moore.    The 
floop  was  commanded   by  Capt.  Jbhn 
Femald  5  her  crew  confifted  of  thirty  men. 
The  regiment,  floop  and  tranfports,  were, 
by  Governor  Wentworth's  written  in- 
ftru6lions  to  the  General,  pututiderhis 
command.     Befides  thcjfe„  a  body  of  o» 
hundred  and  fifty  men  was  inlifted  in 
New-Hampfhire  and  aggregated  to  da 
regimentN  in  the  pay  of  MaflachufctB. 
Thus  New-Hampfhire  employed  five  hull* 
dred  men  j  about  one  eighth  part  df  tk 
whole  land  force.*  In  thcfe  men,  there  ^ 
Went-      filch  an  ardor  for  aftion,  and  fiich  a  drcrf 
uts^m. '  of  delay,  that  it  was  imprafticable  to  ptf 
them  fo  far  out  of  their  courfe,  as  to  join 
the  fleet  at  Bofton.     Shirley  therefore  al- 
tered the  plan,  and  appointed  a  rendez- 
vous  at  Canfeau ;    where  the  forces  of 
Marcfe  ^i.  New-Hampfliire  arrived,  two  days  befort 
the  General  and  his  other  troops  from 
Bofton. 

The 

♦  In  the  introductory  part  of  ITr.  Rarhfay's  elegant  hi'ftory  of  tU 
American  Revolution  (page  34)  it  is  faid,  that  *thi8  entcrprife  tmvr 
•  dertaken  by  the  sole  authorky  of  the  Lrgiflature  of  MaflTachufetli. 
This  is  not  fufficiently  accurate.  It  originated  in  MalTacbufetls;  but 
the  Colonies  of  New-Hampfliire,  Rhode-lfland  and  CooneAicot)Vy 
their  leg! flat! ve  authority,  furniied  troops  and  fiores.  New- York 
fcnt  a  fupply  of  artillery,  and  Pennfylvania  of  provifions  j  but  tM 
troops  from  Rhode-Ifland,  and  the  provifions  from  Penufylvaa'«>  ^ 
Aot  arrive  tllUfcer  the  forrcnder  of  the  city. 
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The  inftru^lixMis  which  Pepperell  re-  1^45. 
cdved  from  Shirley,  were  conformed  to  *<^ 
the  plan  which  he  had  communicated  to 
lYentworth,  but  much  more  particular  and 
:ircumftantial.  He  was  ordered  to  pro^ 
ceed  to  Canfeau,  there  to  build  a  block-* 
loufe  and  battery,  and  leave  two  compa- 
lies  in  garrifon,  and  to  depofit  the  ftores 
ivhich  might  not  imn^ediately  be  wanted  .J^j|j^^*^ 
by  the  army.  Thence  he  was  to  fend  a  Jjj^^*  *** 
detachment  to  the  village  of  St.  Peters,  on 
tke  ifland  of  Cape-Preton  and  deftroy  it  j 
p>  prevent  any  intelligence  which  might 
be  carried  to  Louifbourg  j  for  which  pur- 
fnie  alfo,  the  armed  veffels  were  to  cruife 
hqfore  the  harbour.  The  whole  fleet  was 
to  fail  from  Canfeau,  fo  as  to  arrive  in 
Chappeau-rouge  bay  about  nine  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  The  troops  vy^ere  to  land 
in  four  divifions,  and  proceed  tp  the  afr 
5iult  before  morning.  If  the  plan  for  the 
[urprifal  fhould  fail,  he  had  particular  di- 
reftions  where  and  how  to  land,  march, 
^camp,  attack  and  defend  ^  to  hold  coun- 
:ils  and  keep  records  j  and  to  fend  intel- 
igence  to  Bofton  by  certain  veflels  retain- 
ed for  the  purpofe,  which  veflels  were  to 
l:op  at  Caftle  Wjlliam,  and  there  receive 
Jie  Governor's  orders.  Several  other  vef-^ 
ils  were  appointed  to  cruife  between  Can- 
O  3  feau 
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X  745.  ffeau  and  the  camp,  to  convey  ordera,  tranf- 
port  ftores,  and  catch  fijh  for  the  army. 
To  clofe  thefe  inftru6tions,  after  the  moft 
minute  detail  of  duty,  the  General  was 
finally  '  left  to  aft  upon  unforefeen  emer- 
•  gencies    according    to  his  difcretiqn  I 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  military  genric- 
men,  is  accounted  the  moft  rational  part 
of  the  whole.  Such  was  the  plan,  for  the 
reduction    of    a    regularly    conftnifted 
fortrefs,  drawn  by  a  lawyer,  to  be  execut- 
ed by  a  merchant,  at  the  head  of  a  body 
of  hufbandmen  and  mechanics  ;  animated 
^  indeed  by  ardent  patriotifm,  but  deftitutc 
of  profeffion^l  Ikill  and  experience.    Af- 
thankfgiv.  ter  they  had  embarked,  the  hearts  of  ma- 
page  2  ^  '  ny  began  to  fail.     Some  repented  that 
they  had  voted  for  the  expedition,  or  pro- 
moted it ;  and  the  moft  thoughtful  wert 
in  the  greateft  perplexity. 

The  troops  were  detained  at  Canfeau, 
three  weeks,  waiting  for  the  ice  which  in* 
vironcd  the  ifland  of  Cape-Breton,  to  be 
Pcppereirs  diflblvcd.  They  were  all  this  time  with- 
terkyr  i^  view  of  St.  Peters,  but  were  not  difcov- 
ered.  Their  provifions  became  Ihort; 
but  they  were  fupplied  by  prizes  taken  by 
the  cruifers.  Among  others,  the  New- 
Hampfhire  (loop  took  a  ftiip  from  Marti- 
nico,  and  retook  one  of  the  tranfports, 

which 
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which  fhe  had  taken  the  day  before-  At  1745. 
length,  to  their  great  joy,  Commodore  ^j;^^ 
Warrren,  in  the  Superbe,  of  fixty  gunS, 
with  three  other  fhips  of  forty  guns  each, 
arrived  at  Canfeau,  and  having  held  a  con- 
fultation  with  the  General,  proceeded  to 
cruife  before  Louifbourg.  The  General 
having  fent  the  New-Hampfhire  floop,  to 
cover  a  detachment  which  deftroyed  the 
village  of  St.  Peters,  and  fcattered  the  in- 
habitants, failed  with  the  whole  fleet; 
but  inflead  of  making  Chappeaur-rouge 
paint  in  the  evening,  the  wind  falling 
fhort,  they  made  it  at  the  dawn  of  the 
next  morning ;  and  their  appearance  in 
the  bay,  gave  the  firft  notice  to  the  French, 
of  a  defign  formed  againft  them. 

The  intended  furprilal  being  thus  hap- 
pily fruftrated,  the  next  thing  after  land- 
ing the  troops  was  to  mveft  the  city. 
Vaughan^  the  adventurer  from  New- 
Hampfhire,  had  the  rank  and  pay  of  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  but  refufed  to  have 
a  regular  command.  He  was  appointed 
one  of  the  Council  of  War,  and  was  rea- 
dy for  any  fervice  which  the  General  might 
think  fuited  to  his  genius.  He  conducted 
the  firft  column  through  the  woods,  with- 
in fight  of  the  city,  and  faluted  it  with 
O  4  three 
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.1745.  three  cheers.     He  headed  a  detachment, 

^-*— '   confining  chieHy  of  the  New-Hampfturc 

troops,  and  marched  to  the  north-eaft 

part  of  the  harbour,  in  the  night ;  where 

M»y  I,  they  burned  the  ware-houfes,  contairang 
the  naval  ftores,  and  ftaved  a  large  quan* 
tity  of  wine  and  brandy.  The  finokc  of 
this  fire  being  driven  by  the  wind  into  the 
grand  battery,  fo  terrified  the  French, 
that  they  abandoned  it  and  retired  to  the 
city,  after  having  fpiked  the  guns  and  cat 
the  halliards  pf  the  flag-ftafF.     The  next 

May  t.  morning  as  Vaughan  was  returning,  with 
thirteen  men  only,  he  crept  up  the  hill 
which  overlooked  the  battery,  and  obferv-' 
ed,  that  the  chimnies  of  the  barrack  were 
without  fmoke,  and  the  ftaff  without  a 
flag-  With  a  bottle  of  brandy,  which  he 
had  in  his  pocket,  (though  he  never  drank 
ipirituous  liquors)  he  hired  one  of  his  par- 
ty, a  Cape  Cod  Indian,  to  crawl  in  at  an 
embrafure  and  open  the  gate.     He  then 

priginai     wrotc  to  thc  General,  thefe  words,  '  May 

^^^'  *  it  pleafe  your  honor,  to  be  informed,' 
^  that  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  cour- 

*  age  of  thirteen  men,  I  entered  the  royal 

*  battery,  about  nine  o'clock,  and  am  wait- 

*  ing  for  a  reinforcement,  and  a  flag/  Be- 
fore either  could  arrive,  one  of  the  men 
f limbed  up  the  flafF,  with  a  red  coat  in 

|ii5 
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his  teeth,  which  he  faftened  by  a  nail  to  1745. 
the  top.  This  piece  of  triumphant  vanity 
alarmed  the  city,  and  immediately  an  hun- 
dred men  were  difpatched  in  boats  to  re- 
take the  battery.  But  Vaughan,  with  his 
fmall  party,  on  the  naked  beach,  and  in 
the  face  of  a  fmart  fire  from  the  city  and 
the  boats,  kept  them  from  landing,  till 
the  reinforcement  arrived.  In  every  duty 
of  fatigue  or  fanguine  adventure,  he  was 
always  ready ;  and  the  New-Hampfhire 
troops,,  animated  by  the  fame  enthufiaftic 
^dor,  ^rtook  of  all  the  labors  and  dan- 
gers of  the  iicge.  They  were  employed 
for  fourteen  nights  fucceflively,  in  draw- 
ing cannoi)  from  the  landing  place  to  the 
Camp»  through  a  morafs  5  and  their  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Mefferve,  being  a.  fhip 
carpenter,  conftru6ted  fledges,  on  which 
the  cannon  were  drawn,  when  it  was  found 
that  their  wheels  were  buried  in  the  mire. 
The  men,  with  ftraps  over  their  flioulders^ 
and  finking  to  their  knees  in  mud,  per- 
formed labor  beyond  the  power  of  oxen; 
which  labor  could  be  done  only  in  the 
night  or  in  a  foggy  day ;  the  place  being 
within  plain  view  and  random  fhot  of  the 
enemy's  walls.  They  were  much  difap- 
appointed  and  chagrined,  when  they  found 
th^t  tb^f?  meritorious  fervices  were  not 

more 
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1745*  more  diftinftly  acknowledged  in  the  ac- 
counts which  were  fent  to  England,  and 
afterwards  publifhed. 
In  the  unfortunate  attempt  on  the  ifland 

Maj  2«.  battery  by  four  hundred  volunteers  from 
diffei-ent  regiments,  the  New-Hamp(hire 
troops  were  very  a6live.  When  it  was 
determined  to  ere6l:  a  battery  on  the  light- 
houfe  cliff;  two  companies  of  them  (Ma- 
fons  andFernald's)  were  employed  in  that 
laborious  fervice,  under  cover  of  thrir 
armed  floop ;  and  when  a  pfOpofal  was 
made  for  a  general  aflault  by  fca  and  land, 
Colonel  Moore,  whp  had  been  an  experi- 
enced fea  commander,  offered  to  go  on 
board  the  Vigilant,  with  his  whole  regi- 
ment, and  lead  the  attack,  if  in  cafe  of 
fuccefs  he  might  be  confirmed  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  fhip ;  but  when  this  was  de- 
nied, moft  of  the  men  who  were  fit  for 
duty,  readily  went  on  board  the  Princefs 
Mary,  to  a6t  as  marines  on  that  occafion. 

i>ouiafsi,       ^^  has  been  faid,  that   'thisfiege  was 

3  5i-  *  carried  on  in  a  tumultuary,  random  man- 
'  ner,  refembling  a  Cambridge  commence- 
*  ment.*  The  remark  is  in  a  great  meaf- 
ure  true.  Though  the  bufmefs  of  the 
Council  of  War  was  conduced  with  all 
the  formality  of  a  legiflative  afTembly; 
though  orders  were  ifTued  by  the  General, 
and  returns  made  by  the  officers  at  the 

feveral 
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Icveral  pofts  ;  yet  the  want  of  difcipline  1745. 
was  too  vifible  in  the  camp.  Thofe  who 
were  on  the  fpot,  have  frequently  in  my 
hearing,  laughed  at  the  recital  of  their 
own  irregularities,  andexprelfed  their  ad- 
miration when  they  reflefted  on  the  almoft 
miraculous  prefervation  of  the  army  from 
deftruclion.  They  indeed  prefented  a  for- 
midable front  to  the  enemy ;  but  the  rear 
was  a  fcene  of  confufion  and  frolic* 
While  fome  were  on  duty  at  the  trenches, 
others  were  racing,  wrelVling,  pitching 
quoits,  firing  at  marks  or  at  birds,  or  run- 
ning after  (hot  from  the  enemy's  guns, 
for  which  they  received  a  bounty,  and  the 
(hot  Were  fent  back  to  the  city.  The 
ground  was  fo  uneven  and  the  people  fo 
fcattered,  that  the  French  could  form  no 
cftimate  of  their  numbers  5  nor  could  they 
learn  it  from  the  prifoners,  taken  at  the 
ifland  battery.  Who  on  their  examination, 
as  if  by  previous  agreement,  reprefented 
the  number  to  be  vaftly  greater  than  it 
was.  The  garrifon  of  Louifbotirg  had 
been  fo  mutinous  before  the  fiege,  that  the 
officers  could  not  trqft  the  men  to  make  a 
fortie, ,  left  they  (hould  defert  ^  had  they 
beeti  united  and  afted  with  vigor,  the 
camp  might  have  been  furprifed  and  ma- 
py  of  the  people  deftroyed. 

Much 
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1745.       Much  has  been  aicribed,.  aod  much  is 
^""""^    juilly  due  to  the  activity  and  vigiknce  of 
CcHDtnpdore  Warren^  and  the  ihipa  luider 
his  commands  much  is  alio  duQ  to  the  yig* 
or  and   perfeverance   of  the    land   fpir 
€es>  and  the  fuccefs  was  doqbtlfefs  ow«» 
ing,  under  Grod,  to  the  jcHtit  egbrt««of 
both.     Something  of  policy»  as    w^. 
as    bravery,    is    generally  necseflSuy  in 
fuch  undertakings;  and  there  wa^  dO(» 
^    piece  of  managendQnt,  which,  thoiigh  not 
mentioned  by  any  hiftorian,  yet  grsalAy 
contributed  to  the*  furrender  of  the  city.  ^ 
The  capture  of  the  Vigilant,  a  Frein^ 
fixty-four  gun  fliip,  commanded  by  the 
Marquis  de  la  Maifon  forte,  and  richly  laicl* 
en  with  military  ftores  for  the  relief  of 
the  garrifon,  was  one  of  the  moft  cap- 
ital exploits  performed  by  the  navy.  This 
fhip  had  been  anxioufly  expefled  by  the 
French ;  and  it  was  thought  that  the  news 
of  her  capture,  if  properly  communicated 
to  them,  might  produce  a  good  effeft; 
une.i.     but  how  to  do  it  was  the  queftion.     At 
•r\\}trr"n  kugth,  thc  Commodore  hit  on  this  expe- 
^T    dient,  which  he  propofed  to  the  General, 
who  approved,  and  put  it  into  execution. 
In  a  Ikirmifh  on  the  ifland,  with  a  party 
<rf French  and  Indians,  fome  Englifh  prif- 
oners  had  been  taken  by  them^  and  ufed 

with 
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with  t:ruelty.  This  circumftancc  was  1745. 
made  known  to  the  Marquis,  and  he  was 
reqnefted  to  go  on  board  of  all  the  fhips  in 
the  bay  where  French  prifoners  were  con* 
fined,  and  obferve  the  condition  in  which 
they  were  kept.  He  did  fo,  and  was  well 
fatisfied  with  their  fare  and  accommoda- 
tions. He  was  then  defired  to  write  to 
the  Governor  of  the  city,  and  inform  him 
how  well  the  French  prifoners  were  treat- 
ed, and  to  requeft  the  like  favor  for  the 
Englifli  prifoners.  The  humane  Marquis  j« 
readily  confehted,  and  the  letter  was  fent 
the  next  day  by  a  flag,  intrufted  to  the 
care  of  a  Capt,  Macdonald.  He  was  car- 
ried before  the  Governor  and  his  chief  of- 
ficers }  and  by  pretending  not  to  under- 
ftand  their  language,  he  had  the  advantage 
of  liftening  to  their  difcourfe ;  by  which 
iic  found,  that  they  had  not  before  heard 
of  the  capture  of  the  Vigilant,  and  that 
the  news  of  it,  under  the  hand  of  her  late 
commander,  threw  them  into  a  vifible 
perturbation.  This  event,  with  the  erec- 
tion of  a  battery  on  the  high  cliff  at  the 
light  houfe,  under  the  direftion  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Gridley,  by  which  the 
ifland  battery  was  much  annoyed,  and  the 
preparations  which  were  evidently  making 
for  a  general  affault,  determined  Ducham- 

bon 
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1745.  boa  tofurrender;  and  accordingly^  ia  A 
j^^ta  ^^  ^^y*  ^  capitulated.  : .       .   .,p:: 

>^  Upon  eotering  the  fortreis  and  vicwini^ 

its  ftrength,  and  the  plenty  and  vaiiet]f  pC 
its  means  of  ddfence^.tiiieftouteil,  hieaiiiy 
were  appalled^  and  the  imprafticabifity  (^ 
carrying  it  by  afTault, .  was  fully  df^mappr 
ftratcd^ 

No  fboner  waa  the  city  taken,  mid  tb« 
^jj""*^  army  under  fhelter,  than  the  weatinjcc^, 
which,  during  the  fiege»  exceptir^^eightr 
or  nine  days  affcr  the  firft  laiuUng,:  ,had 
beea  remarkably  dry  for  that.xUpii^ 
changed  for  the  worfe ;  and,  an  incdSafM; 
rain  of  ten  days  fucceeded.  ^ad  tbir 
happened  before  the  furrender,  the  troopi 
who  had  then  begun  to  be  fickly,  and  had 
none  but  very  thin  tents,  muft  have  perifh- 
ed  in  great  numbers.  Reinforcements  of 
men,  ftores  and  provifions  arrived,*  and 
it  was  determined  in  a  Council  of  War  to 
maintain  the  place  and  repair  the  breaches* 
A  total  demolition  might  have  been  more 
advantageous  to  the  nation;  but  in  that 
cafe,  individuals  would  not  have  enjoyed 
the  profit  of  drawing  bills  on  the  navy  and 

ordnance 

*  Of  the  reinforcements,  New-Hampfliire  fent  ix  $  men.  The  loft 
which  the  New.Hampniire  troopt  fufferej  was  but  eleven,  of  wbofll 
five  were  killed  and  fix  died  ot  ficknefi.  This  was  before  the  fntnn* 
der«     More  died  afterward  in  garrifon* 

Shirley*!  letter  to  Weatworth|  from  Louilboiifgi  Sept.  lb 
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ordnance  eftSablifhrnents.  The  Fj-en€h  1745* 
flag  was  kept  flying  on  the  ramparts  ^  and 
feveral  rich  prizes  were  decoyed  into  the 
harbour.  The  army  flippofed  that  they 
had  a  right  to  a  ftiare  of  thcfe  prizes^  j  but 
means  were  found  to  fupprefs  or  evade 
their  claim ;  nor  did  any  of  the  Colony 
cr^iifers  (except  one)  though  they  were 
retained  in  the  fervice,  ynder  the  diretSlion 
of  the  Commodore,  reap  any  benefit  from 
the  captures. 

The  news  of  this  important  viftory 
filled  America  with  joy,  and  Europe  with 
aflx)niftiment.  The  enterprifing  fpirit  of 
New-England  gave  a  ferious  alarm  to 
thofe  jealous  fears,  which  had  long  pre- 
didled  the  independence  of  the  Colonies, 
Great  pains  were  taken  in  England  to  as- 
cribe all  the  glory  to  the  navy^  and  leflen 
the  merit  of  the  army.  However,  Pepper- 
ell  received  the  title  of  a  Baronet,  as  well 
as  Warren.  The  latter  was  promoted  to 
be  an  Admiral ;  the  former  had  a  commif- 
fion  as  Colonel  in  the  Britifh  eftablifh- 
ment,  and  was  empowered  to  raife  a  regi- 
ment in  America,  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the 
Crown.  The  fame  emolument  was  given 
to  Shirley,  and  both  he  and  Went  worth 
acquired  fo  much  reputation  as  to  be  con- 
firmed in  their  places.     Vaughan  went  to 

England 
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1745.  England  to  feek  a  reward  for  his  fervkatt 
^""'^  and  there  died  of  the  finall-pox.  Solidta- 
tions  w;ere  (et  (>n  foot  for  a  parliamentary 
»«j«f»*«  reimburfement,  which,  after  much  (Bfr 
culty  and  delay,  was  obtdncd ;  and  tn 
Colonies  who  had  expended  their  flibftance 
were  in  credit  at  the  Britifh  Trcafury.* 
The  juftice  and  policy  of  this  meafure 
muft  appear  to  every  one,  who  confiden, 
that  excepting  the  fuppreflion  of  a  rebd« 
lion  within  the  bowels  of  the  kingdoniy 
this  conqueft  was  the  only  a^on  wfakh 
could  be  called  a  viftory,  on  tl^  pait^ 
the  Britiflination,  during  the  whokFiWidk 
war,  and  afforded  them  the  means  of  pur- 
chafing  a  peace. 

*  The  reimburfement  to  New*Hampihiie  was  fizteen  thoufandythiee 
lukodred  and  fifty-five  pounds  fterliog* 

Thomlinrbn*!  MS.  lettcfc 
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CHAP.      XX. 

Vrojedled  Expedition  to  Canada.  Alarm  by 
the  French  feet.  State  of  the  Frontiers. 
Eeace. 

WHILST  the  expedition  to  Cape-Bre- 
ton was  in  hand,  the  a6live  mind 
Df  Governor  Shirley  contemplated  nothing 
lefs  than  the  conqueft  of  all  the  French 
dominions  in  America ;  and  he  confulted 
with  Governor  Wentworth  and  Mr.  At- 
kinfon  on  the  pra6licability  of  fuch  a  de- 
fign.     After  Louifbourg  was  taken,  he 
made  a  vifit  thither,  and  held  a  confulta-  5^.^,^^,^ 
tion  with  Sir  Peter  Warren  and  Sir  Willi-  wsictfrt. 
am  Pepperell ;  and  from  that  place  wrote 
preffingly  to  the  Britifh  miniftry  on  the 
fubjeft.     His  folicitation,  enforced  by  the 
brilliant  fuccefs  at  Louifbourg,  and  the 
apparent  danger  in  which  Nova-Scotia 
and  the  new  conqueft  were  involved,  had 
fuch  an  efFeft,  that  in  the  fpring  of  the    1746. 
following  year,  a  circular  letter  was  fent  ^^"^ 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  Secretary  of 
State,  to  all  the  Governors  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  as  far  fouthward  as  Virgi- 
nia s  requiring  them  to  raife  as  many  men 
P  a$ 


2a6  HISTORY    OF 

1746.  as  they  could  fpare,  and  form  them  mto 
D^T^i,  companies  of  one  hundred ;  to  be  ready 
3'3'        to  unite,  and  a£l  according  to  the  orders 
which  they  fhould  afterwards  receive.  The 
plan  was,  that  a  fquadron  of  fhips  of  war, 
and  a  body  of  land  forces,  fhould  be  fcnt 
from  England  againft  Canada  5  that  the 
troops  raifed  in  New-England  fhould  join 
the  Britifh  fleet  and  army  at  Louifbourg^ 
and  proceed  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence; 
that  thofe  of  New-York  and  the  othrt 
Provinces  at  the  fouthward,   fhould  be 
collefted  at  Albany,  and  march  againfl 
Crown  Point  and  Montreal.     The  man- 
agement of  this  expedition  was  committed 
to  Sir  John  St.  Clair,  in  conjun6lion  with 
Sir  Peter  Warren  and  Governor  Shirley. 
St.  Clair  did  not  come  to  America.  War- 
ren  and  Shirley  gave  the  orders,   while 
Warren  was  here  ;  and  afterward  Com- 
modore Know  les,  who  fucceeded  him,  was 
joined  with  Shirley  ;  but  as  Knowles  was 
part  of  the  time  at  Louilbourg,  mofl  of 
the  concern  devolved  on  Shirley  alone. 

Befuie  the  danger  of  lofmg  Nova-Sco- 
tia and  Cape-Breton,  there  were  other  rea- 
fons  for  undertaking  this  expedition.   The 
g^.  ,^  ,^     Indians,  inftigated  by  the  Governor  of 
fpfcch.       Canada,  were  ravaring  the  frontiers,  def- 

JuncaS.  .         '  rill  i  i- 

troymg   the  fields  and  cattle,  burning 

houfes 
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houfcs  and  mills,  killihg  and  carrying  17461 
away  the  inhabitants*  Though  fcouts  and  ^'^"^-^ 
ganifbns  were  maintained  by  the  govern- 
ments ;  yet  to  a£l  altogether  on  the  defen- 
five,  was  thought  to  be  not  only  an  inef- 
fectual, but  a  difgraceful  mode  of  carry- 
ing on  the  war  \  efpecially  after  the  fuccefs 
which  had  attended  the  arms  of  the  Gblo- 
nifts  in  their  attempt  againft  Louifbourg* 
The  continuance  of  fuch  a  mode  of  de- 
fence, would  neither  difpirit.  the  enemy, 
nor  fecure  the  frontiers  from  their  depre- 
dations # 

The  defign  was  pleafing,  and  the  Colo- 
nies readily  fumifhed  their  quotas  of  tmen. 
In  New-Hampfhire,  the  fame  difficulty 
occurred  as  on  occafion  of  the  Louifbourg 
expedition.  The  Governor  had  no  au- 
thority to  confent  to  the  emiffion  of  bills  ms  Icuert, 
of  credit,  but  Shirley  removed  that  obfta-  ^*^  3'- 
cle,  by  fuggefting  to  him,  that  as  the 
miniilry  did  not  difapprove  what  he  had 
done  before,  fo  there  was  no  reafon  to 
fear  it  now  5  and  that  the  importance  of 
the  fervice,  and  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe, 
would  juftify  his  condudt.  The  demand 
at  firft,  was  for  levy  money  and  victualing. 
The  arms  and  pay  of  the  troops  were  to 
be  furniftied  by  the  Crown ;  but  it  was 
jifterward  found  neceffary  that,  the  feve- 
P2  ral 
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17x6.  rsd  govern  rnrata  thould  provide  dotfaing, 
'-  -"'-''  tranipcrts  and  ^rcs.  2nd  depend  on  a 
reunbnribment  firom  the  BntHh  Parfia- 
mcnt. 

The  Allembly  was  mxme£ately  con- 
vened, and  voted  an  encoiiragement  for  in- 
liiHn^  a  thooiind  men,  or  more,  if  ibef 
could  be  railed ;  with  a  bounty  of  thirty 
pounds  currency,  and  a  blanket,  to  eadi 
man,  betides  keeping  two  armed  veflels  in 
pay.  CoL  Atkinibn  was  appcHnted  to 
is  !^^'*  the  command  of  the  troc^.  Eight  hun- 
'  dred  men  were  inliiled  and  ready  for  em- 
barkation by  the  beginning  of  July. 
Tranfports  and  provifions  were  prepared, 
and  the  men  waited,  impatiently,  all  fum- 
mer  for  employment.  Neither  the  Gen- 
eral nor  any  orders  arrived  from  England; 
the  fleet,  which  was  faid  to  be  deftioed 
for  the  expedirion,  failed  feven  times  from 
S  pithead,  and  as  often  returned.  Two 
regiments,  only,  were  fent  from  Gibraltar! 
to  Louifbourg,  to  relieve  the  New-Eng- 
land men,  who  had  garrifonedit  iincethe 
confiueft.  It  is  much  eafier  to  write  the 
hillory  of  an  aclive  campaign,  than  to 
trace  the  caufes  of  inaction  and  difap- 
pointment ;  and  it  is  in  vain  to  fupply  the 
place  of  facts  by  conjecture.*  In 

*  '  The  laft  war  was  ruiaous  in  the  ezpeofe,  and  uiracGeftfal  io  tkt 

'end,  for  waot  of  confideration,  and  a  reafonable  plan  at  the  bcginniog.' 

Doddiogton's  Diarj.     Maj  ay,  X755,    Page  33* 
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In  this  time  of  fufpenfc,  Sir  Peter  War-    1 746. 
rcn,  and  Sir  William  Pepperell,  having    ^-^"^^ 
arrived    at    Bofton,    from    Louifbourg, 
Shirley  had  an  opportunity  of  confulting 
them,  and  fuch  other  gentlemen  as  he 
thought  proper,  on  the  affair  of  the  Can-^ 
ada  expedition.     The  feafon  was  fo  far  shiriey-t 
advanced,  that  a  fleet  could  hardly  be  ex-  j^YiVJSl! 
pefted  from  England ;  or  if  it  (hould  ar-  Aug9&*$. 
rive,  it  would  be  too  late  to  attempt  the 
navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  But, 
asafufficient  body  of  the  troops  might  be 
affembled  at  Albany,  it  was  judged  pru- 
dent to  employ  them  in  an  attempt  againft 
the  French  fort  at  Crown  Point.     At  the 
.  feme  time,  Clinton,  Governor  of  New^ 
York,  folicited  and  obtained  the  friendly 
afliftance  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,    . 
on  the  borders  of  his  Province*     It  was 
thought,  that  if  this  attempt  fhould  be 
made,   the  alliance  with  thefe   Indians 
would  be  flxengthened  and  fecured  ;  and 
the  frontiers  would  be  relieved  from  the 
horrors  of  defolation  and  captivity,   to 
which  they  were  continually  expofed.  In 
purfuance  of  this  plan,  the  forces  of  New^ 
Hampfhire  were  ordered  to  hold  them-  ms  ictttr 
fclves  in  readinefs,  to  march  to  Albany;  °ywXV. 
fcut,  it  being  difcovered  that  the  imall-pox  ^cpu  i. 
P  3  •   was 
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1746.  was  there,  the  rendezvous  was  appoint- 
^^y^    cd  at  Saratoga  and  the  adjacent  villages. 
No  fooner  was  this  plan  refolved  osh  • 
9nd  preparations  made  to  carry  it  into  ex- 
ecution, than  accounts  were  received  ci 
danger  which  threatened  Annapolis,  from   1 
lwl?«n^.  a  body  of  French  and  Indians  at  Minas, 
Msietterf,  ^j  th?  probablc  revolt  of  the  Acadians. 
It  was  thought  that  Novai^Scotia  would 
be  loft,  if  fome  powerful  fuccour  were 
not  fent  thither.  Orders  were  according- 
ly iffued,  for  the  troops  of  Maffachufetts, 
Rhpde-Ifland    and  New-Hampfhire,  to 
.     embark  for  that  place,  and  *  drive  the  en- 
^  emy  oijt  of  Nova-Scotia/     But,  within 
a  few  days  more,  the  whole  country  was 
*^**  *°*    alarmed,  and  thrown  into  the  utmoft  con- 
fternation,  by  reports  of   the  arrival  of 
a  large  fleet  and  army  from  France,  at 
Nova-Scptia,  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke   P'Anville,     It  was  fuppofedthat 
their  obje^  was  to  recover  Louifbourg; 
to  take  Annapolis  -,  to  break  up  the  fettle- 
ments  on  the  e^ftern  cpaft  of  Maffachu- 
fetts i  and  to  diftrefs,  if  not  attempt  the 
conqueft  of  the  whole  country  of  New- 
England,     On  this  pccafion,  the  troops 
deftined  for  Canada  found  fuJSicient  em- 
ployment at  hprae,  and  the  militia  was 
co|le6led  to  join  them  j  the  old  forts  on 

the 
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the  lea  coaft  were  repaired,  and  new  ones  1746, 
were  eredted.  A  new  battery,  confifting  **""^^**^ 
of  fixteen  guns,  of  thirty-two  and  twenty* 
four  pounds  fhot,  was  added  to  fort  WU* 
liam  Bud  Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  Pafcat- 
aqua  harbour  5  and  another,  of  nine  thir-* 
ty-two  pounders,  was  placed  at  the  point 
of  Little  Harbour,  Thefe  works  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  fufficient  to  prevent  a  furprifal. 
Military  guards  were  appointed ;  and  in  this 
ftate  of  fear  and  anxiety,  the  people  were 
kept  for  fix  weeks,  when  fome  prifoners,who  oa.  15. 
had  been  releafed  by  the  French,  brought 
the  moft  affefling  accounts  of  the  diftref« 
and  confufion  on  board  the  fleet.  It  was 
expefted,  by  the  people  in  New-England, 
that  an  Englifh  fleet  would  have  followed 
them  to  America.  This  cxpedlation  was 
grounded  on  fome  letters  from  England, 
which  Shirley  had  received  and  which  he 
forwarded  by  exprefs  to  Admiral  Townf- 
end,  at  Louifbourg.  The  letters  were 
intercepted  by  a  French  cruifer,  and  carri- 
ed into  Chebufto,  where  the  fleet  lay. 
They  were  opened  in  a  Council  of  War, 
and  caqfed  a  divifion  among  the  officers ; 
which,  added  to  the  fickly  condition  of 
the  men,  and  the  damage  which  the  fleet 
had  fuftained  by  florms,  and  their  lofs  by 
ihipwrecks,  deje6led  their  commander  to 
P  4  that 
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1746.  that  degree,  that  he  put  an  end  to  his  Hfc 
^^"^  by  poilon ;  and  the  fecond  in  command 
fell  on  his  Iword.  Thefe  melancholy  f 
events,  difcomrerted  their  firft  plan.  They 
then  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  on  An- 
napolis 5  but  when  they  had  failed  from 
Chebuftp,  they  were  overtaken  by  a  vio- 
lent tempeft,  off  Cape  Sable ;  and  thofe 
ihips  which  efcaped  deftruftion,  returned 
fingly  to  France,  Never  was  the  hand 
of  divine  Providence  more  vifible,  thaa 
on  this  occafion.  Never  was  a  difappoint- 
ment  more  fevere,  on  the  fide  of  the  ene- 
my; nor  a  deliverance  more  complete, 
without  human  help,  in  favor  of  this 
country. 

Nova-Scotia  was  not  yet  out  of  danger. 
The  French  and  Indians,  who,  during  the 
ftay  of  the  fleet  at  Chebufto,  had  appear- 
ed before  Annapolis,  but  on  their  depar- 
ture retired,  were  ftill  in  the  peninfulaj 
and  it  was  thought  ncceflary  to  diflodge 
them.  For  this  purpole  Shirley  fent  a 
body  of  the  MafTachufetts  forces,  and 
preffed  the  Governors  of  Rhode-Ifland 
and  New-Hampfhire  to  fend  part  of 
^^^  ^^  theirs.  Thofe  from  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
one  tranfport  from  Bofton,  were  wreck- 
ed on  the  paflage.  The  armed  veflels  of  , 
New-Hampfliire,  with  two  hundred  men, 

went 
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tint  to  Annapolis ;  but  the  commander    1746. 
f  one  of  them,  inftead  of  landing  his  men,    ^"^^^ 
iled  acrofs  the  bay  of  Funda,  into  St.  „ 

,  .  •  '  Dec.  13, 

Dhn's  nver;    where,    nreeting  with  a  ^^{^ll^ 
iiench  fnow,  and  miftaking  her  for  one  &a©davitl 
f  the  Rhode-Ifland  tranfports,  he  impru- 
ently  fent  his  boat  with  eight  men  on 
oard,  who  were  made  prifoners,  and  the 
low  efcaped.     The  floop,  inftead  of  re- 
iraing  to  Annapolis,  came  back  to  Portf- 
louth.     Thefe  misfortunes   and  difap- 
3intments  had  very  ferious  ill  confequen- 
«.    The  Maffachufetts  forces,  who  were    ^747^ 
Nova-Scotia,  being  inferior  in  number  . 
the  French,  and  deceived  by  falfe  intel- 
fence,  were  lurprifed  in  the  midft  of  a 
ow  ftorm,  at  Minas  5  and  after  an  ob-  ,     _ 
nate  refiftance,  were  obliged  to  capitu- 
te.     Their  commander,   Col.  Arthur  Bofton 
oble,  and  about  fixty  men,  were  killed,  poft?"^ 
L<1  fifty  were  wounded.     The  enemy  be- 
g  provided  with  fnow  fhoes,  made  fore- 
marches  ;  and  ours  being  deftitute  of 
em  were  unable  to  efcape. 
AVhen   the  alarm  occafioned  by  the 
'ench  fleet  had  fubfided4  Atkinfon's  regi- 
ent  marched  into  the  country  to  cover 
e  lower  part  of  the  frontiers,  and  en- 
mped  near  the  fhore  of  Winipifeogee 
ke ;  where  they  pafled  the  winter  and 

built 
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^  built  a  flight  fort.  They  were  plentifully 
■^,  fupplied  with  provifions,  and  had  but  lit- 
wri.  tie  exercife  or  difcipline.  Courts  martial* 
were  not  inftituted,  nor  offences  punifhed. 
The  officers  and  men  were  tir^  of  the 
fervice ;  but  were  not  permitted  to  enter 
on  any  other  bufinefs,  lefl  orders  fliould 
arrive  from  England.  Some  were  employ- 
ed in  fcouting  -,  fome  in  hunting  or  fifli- 
ing,  and  fome  deferted, 

Shirley  was  fo  intent  on  attacking  Crown 
ittrt.  Point  that  he  even  propofed  to  mardi 
thither  in  the  winter,  and  had  the  addrefi 
to  draw  the  Aflembly  of  Maffachufetts 
into  an  approbation  of  this  projeft.    He 
enlarged  his  plan,  by  propofmg  that  the 
New-IIampfhire  troops    fliould   at  the 
fame  time  go,  by  the  way  of  Conneflicut 
river,  to  the  Indian  village  of  St.  Francis, 
at  the  diftance  of  two  hundred  miles,  and 
defl:roy  it  -,  while  the  troops  from  Maffa- 
chufetts,  Conne6licut    and    New-York, 
fliould  go  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  to 
Crown  Point.     The  Governor  of  New- 
York  would  have  confented  to  this  wild 
proje6tion,  on  account  of  the  Indian  allies, 
who  were  impatient  for  war  3  but  it  was 
;^„7c.  happily  fruftrated,  by  the  prudence  of  the 
/"•  Connefticut  Aflembly;  who  deemed  the 
^^'    winter  an  improper  feafon  for  fo  great  an 

undertaking, 
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mndertaking,  and  deferred  their  affiftance  1747. 
till  the  enfuing  fpring.  At  the  fame  '""'^^ 
time  the  fmall  pox  prevailed  in  the  fettle^ 
ments  above  Albany,  through  which  the 
forces  muft  have  marched ;  and  that  dif* 
temper  was  then  an  objeft  of  much  greater 
dread,  than  the  ftorms  c^  winter,  or  the 
face  of  an  enemy. 

To  finifti  what  relates  to  the  Canada 
forces,  it  can  only  be  faid,  that  excepting 
fome  who  were  employed  on  the  frontiers, 
they  were  kept  in  a  ftate  of  military  indo-  o^ow, 
ience,  till  the  autumn  of  the  enfuing  year  5  *^*^' 
when  by  order  from  the  Duke  of  New-^ 
caftle  they  were  difbanded,  and  paid  at 
the  fame  rate  as  the  King's  troops.     The 
Governors  drew  bills  on  the  Britifh  trea- 
fury  5  which  were  negociated  among  the 
merchants  at  feven  and  eight  hundred  per 
cent,  and  the  Parliament  granted  money,  ms  Ictun. 
to  reimburfe  the  charges  of  the  equipment 
and  fubfiftence  of  thefe  forces. 

The  ftate  of  the  frontiers  now  demands 
our  attention.  By  the  extenflon  of  the  ^745* 
boundaries  of  the  Province,  feveral  fettle- 
moits  which  had  been  made  by  the  people 
of  Maflachufetts,  and  under  the  authority 
of  grants  from  their  General  Court,  had 
fallen  within  New-Hampfhire.  In  one  of 
them  ftood  Fort  Dummer,  on  the  weft 

fid(? 
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1745.  fide  of  Connefticut  river,  and  within  the 
^•"^^  lately  extended  line  of  New^Hampfhire. 
This  fort  had  been  ere6):ed  and  main-< 
tained,  at  theexpenfe  of  MafTachufetts; 
but  when  it  was  found  to  be  within  New- 
Hampfliire,  the  Governor  was  infbrufled 
by  the  Crown  to  recommend  to  the  At 
fembly,  the  future  maintenance  of  it 
In  the  fame  Alfembly,  which  had  fo 
zealoufly  entered  upon  the  expedition 
againft  Cape  Breton,  this  matter  was  in- 
p^^t^a  troduced  ;  but  a  confiderable  majority  rf 
idHJ"!'  the  lower  Houfe  declined  malang  any 
^rant  for  this  puipofe,  and  adduced  the 
following  rcafons,  viz.  That  the  fiwrt 
was  fifty  miles  diftant  from  any  towns 
which  had  been  fettled  by  the  government 
or  people  of  New-Hamp(hire ;  that  the 
people  had  no  right  to  the  lands  which, 
by  the  dividing  line,  had  fallen  within 
New-Hampfliire  ;  notwithftanding  the 
plaufible  arguments  which  had  been  ufed 
to  induce  them  to  bear  the  expenfe  of  the 
line ;  namely,  that  the  land  would  be  giv- 
en to  them  or  elfe  would  be  fold  to  pay 
that  expenfe  3  that  the  charge  {of  main- 
taining that  fort,  at  fo  great  a  diftancc, 
and  to  which  there  was  no  communication 
by  roads,  would  exceed  what  had  been  the 
whole  expenfe  of  government  before  the 

line 
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Hhe  was  eftablifhed ;  that  the  great  load  1745-. 
of  debt  contra6ted  on  that  account,  and  ^""^^ 
the  yearly  fupport  of  government,  with 
the  unavoidable  expenfes  of  the  war,  were 
as  much  as  the  people  could  bear  j  that 
if  they  fhould  take  upon  them  to  main- 
tain this  fort,  there  v/as  another  much 
better  and  more  convenient  fort  at  a  place 
called  Number-four,  befides  feveral  other 
iettlements,  which  they  fhould  alfo  be 
obliged  to  defend  5  and  finally  that  there 
was  no  danger  that  thefc  forts  would  want 
iuppoit,  fince  it  was  the  intcreft  of  Maf- 
£u:hufetts>  by  whom  they  were  ereded,  to 
maintain  them  as  a  cover  to  their  frontier. 
When  thefe  reafons  were  given,  the 
Governor  diffolved  the  Affembly  and  call- 
ed another,  to  whom  he  recommended 
the  fame  meafure  in  the  moft  prefling  ^' 
terms ;  telling  them,  *  that  it  was  of  the 

•  laft  confequence  to  the  prefent  and  f  u- 

•  ture  profperity  of  the  government  ^  that 

•  dieir  refufal  would  lellen  them  in  the  ef- 
^  te^tn  of  the  King  and  his  minifters,  and 
'  ftrip  the  children  yet  unborn  of  their 

•  natural  right ;  and  deprive  their  brethren 

•  who  were  then  hazarding  their  lives  be- 

•  fore  the  walls  of  Louifbourg  of  their 

•  juft  expectations,  which  were  to  fit  down 

•  on  that  valuable  part  of  the  Province/ 
But  his  eloquence  had  no  effeft.     They 

thought 
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thought  itunjuft  to  burden  their  Confti- 
tuents  with  an  expenfe  which  could  jrield 
them  no  profit,  and  afford  them  no  pro- 
te(!Jlion. 

When  it  was  determined,  that  New- 
Hampfhire  would  make  no  provifion  for 
fort  Dummer,  the  Affembly  of  Maflachu- 
fetts  continued  its  ufual  fupport,  and  alfo 
provided  for  the  other  polls  on  Connecti- 
cut river  and  its  branches,  which  were 
within  the  limits  of  New-Hamp(hire. 
They  afterwards  petitioned  the  King,  to 
deduft  that  charge  out  of  the  reimburfo- 
ment,  which  the  Parliament  had.grantod 
to  New-Hampfhire,  for  the  Canada  exp^ 
dition ;  but  in  this  they  were  defeated,  by 
the  vigilance  and  addrefs  of  ThomlinfoBi 
the  agent  of  New-Hampfhire. 

Mofl  of  the  frontier  towns  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  at  that  time,  were  diftinguilh- 
ed  by  no  other  than  by  Indian  or  tempo- 
rary names.  It  may  be  convenient  to 
compare  them  with  their  prefent  names. 
On  Conne6licut  river,  and  its  eaflenJ 
branches,  were 

Number-four,     ^         •-  Charleftown, 
Great  Meadow,   /         \  Weflmorclandj 
Great  Fall,  (  which  1  Walpole, 

Fort  Dummer,    TeaiiT  jHinfdale, 
Upper Alhuelot&  I  /  Keenc  and 

Lower  Afhuelot,  J         C  Swanfey,  '  Ofl 
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Oil  Merrimack  river  and  its  brancheis,  were    1 745. 
Pcnacook,  ^         r  Concord, 

Suncook,  /         1  Pembroke, 

Contoocook,  .     V  which  Ifiofcawen, 
NewHopkiAton,  r ^^^i^eT  ]Hopkintort, 
Souhegan  eaft&\  #  Merrimack  & 

Souheganweft,    )         vAmherft. 
3n  Pafcataqua  river,  and  its  branches, 
Arere  the  townfliips  of  Nottingham,  Bar- 
rington  and  Rochefter. 

Befides  the  forts  which  were  maintain- 
ed at  the  public  expenfe,  there  were  pri- 
vate houfes  enclofed  with  ramparts,  or 
palifades  of  timber  -,  to  which  the  peo- 
ple who  remained  on  the  frontiers  retired ; 
thefe  private  garrifoned  houfes  were  dif- 
ttinguiihed  by  the  n^mes  of  the  owners. 
The  danger  to  which  thefe  diftrefled  peo- 
ple were  conftantly  expofed,  did  not  per- 
niit-.them  to  tultivate  their  lands  to  any 
advantage.  They  were  frequently  alarm- 
ed when  at  labor  in  their  fields,  and  oblig- 
^  either  to  repel  an  attack,  or  make  a 
ffetreat.  Their  crops  were  often  injured, 
^nd  iometimes  deftroyed,  either  by  their 
battle  getting  into  the  fields  where  the  en- 
-niy  had  broken  the  fences,  or  becaufe 
they  were  afraid  to  venture  out,  to  colleft 
tod  fecure  the  harveft.    Their  cattle  and 

■"horfes 
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174$.  horfes  w?re  frequently  killed  by  the  cnc- 
'-•^-  my  ',  who  cut  the  fleih  from  the  bones, 
and  took  out  the  tongues,  which  they  pre- 
ferved  for  food,  by  drying  in  fmoke.  Some- 
times they  were  afraid  even  to  milk  their 
cows ;  though  they  kept  tliem  in  pafturts 
as  near  as  poflible  to  the  forts.  When 
they  went  abroad,  they  were  always  arm- 
ed 5  but  frequently  they  were  fhut  up  for 
weeks  together  in  a  ftate  of  inaftivity. 

The  hiftory  of  a  war  on  the  frontiers 
can  be  little  elfe  than  a  recital  of  the  ex- 
ploits, the  fufFerings,  the  efcapes  and  de- 
liverances of  individuals,  of  fingle  famiHcs 
July  5.  or  fmall  parties .  The  firft  appearance  of 
Memoirs,*  the  cncmy  on  the  weftcrn  frontier  was  at 
^^^"^  ^"  the  Great  Meadow,  fixteen  miles  above  fort 
Dummer.  Two  Indians  took  William 
Phips,  as  he  was  hoeing  his  corn.  When 
they  had  carried  him  half  a  mile,  one  of 
them  went  down  a  fteep  hill  to  fetch 
fomething  which  had  been  left.  In  his 
abfence,  Phips,  with  his  own  hoe,  knock- 
ed down  the  Indian  who  was  with  himj 
then  feizing  his  gun,  fhot  the  other  as  he 
afcended  the  hill.  Unfortunately,  meet- 
ing with  three  others  of  the  fame  party, 
they  killed  him.  The  Indian  whom  he 
knocked  down  died  of  his  wound.  The 
fame  week  they  killed  Joliah  Fifher  of 
J"'''"    upper  Afhuelot.  No 


oa.  II. 

How*t 
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No  other  damage  was  done  forjthree    1745. 
months  j  when  a  party  of  twelve  Indians 
approached  the  fort  at  Great  Meadow,  and 
took  Nehemiah  How,  who  was  at  a  little 
diftancc  from  the  fort,  cutting  wood. 
The  fort  was  alarmed,  and  one  Indian 
was  killed  by  a  fhot  from  the  rampart  5 
tut  no  attempt  was  made  to  refcue  the 
prifoner.  As  they  were  leading  him  away, 
by  the  fide  of  the  river,  they  efpied  a  ca- 
noe coming  down,  with  two  men,   at 
whwn  they  fired,  and  killed  David  Rugg ; 
but  Robert  Baker  got  to  the  oppofite 
fcore  and-  efcaped.     Proceeding  farther, 
thty  met  three  other  men,  who,  by  Ikulk- 
feg  imder  the  bank,  got  fafe  to  the  fort. 
One  of  them  was  Caleb  How,  the  prifon- 
ir's  fon.    When  they  came  oppofite  to 
Number-four,    they  made  their  captive 
write  his  name  on  a  piece  of  bark,  and 
left  it  there.     Having  travelled  feven  days 
weftward,  they  came  to  a  lake,  where  they 
found,  five  canoes,  with  corn,  pork  and 
tob?icco.  In  thefe  canoes  they  embarked; 
and  having  ftuck  the  fcalp  of  David  Rugg 
on  a  pole,  proceeded  to  the  fort  at  Crown- 
Point  i    where    Hqw   received   humane 
ttcatmeftt  from  the  French.    He  was 
thjen  carried  down  to  Quebec,  where  he 
Q^  •  died 


memoirs* 
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died  in  prifon.  He  was  a  ufeful  matt, 
greatly  lamented  by  his  friends  and  feU 
Ipw  captives.  . 

1746.  '^^^  ^^^^  Spring,  a  party  of  Indians  ap* 
\--v-^  peared  at  Number-four,  where  they  took 
Upoi!«?e's  John  Spaftord,  Ifaac  Parker  and  Stephen 
Farnfworth,  as  they  were  driving  a  team- 
Their  cattle  were  found  dead,  with  their 
tongues  cut  out.  The  men  were  carried 
to  Canada,  and,  after  fome  time,  return- 
ed to  Bofton,  in  a  flag  of  truce.   . 

Within  a  few  days,  a  larger  party,  con- 
fifting  of  fifty,  laid  a  plan  to  furprife  the 
fort,  at  Upper  Afhuelot.  They  hid  them- 
felves  in  a  fwamp,  in  the  evenings  in- 
tending to  wait  till  the  men  had  gone  out  to 
their  work,  in  the  morning,  and  then  rufh 
in.  Ephraim  Dorman,  who  was  abroad 
t)ooiittic's  very  early,  difcovered  them  and  gave  the 
S^slTmncr's  alarm.  He  bravely  defended  himfelf 
againft  two  Indians,  and  ilripped  one  of 
his  blanket  and  gun,  which  he  carried 
into  the  fort.  John  BuUard,  and  the 
wife  of  Daniel  Mc  Kenny  were  killed. 
Nathan  Blake  was  taken  and  carried  to 
Canada,  where  he  remained  two  years. 
They  burned  feveral  houfes  and  barns  3 
and  from  the  human  bones  found  among 
the  afhes,  it  was  thought  that  fome  of  the 
enemy  fell  and  were  concealed  in  the 
^nrnes.  About 
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;  About  the  fame  time,  a  party  came  down    1 746 . 
to  N^w  Hopfcintpn,  where  they  entered  a  ^^^^ 
garrifoned  houfe,  and  found  the  people 
afl^p ;  the  (Jopr  having  been  left  open  ^^^,^^^^^ 
by  one  who  had  rifen  early  and  gone  out  r«iive,  & 
to  hunt*     Eight  perfohs  Were  thus  taken ;  nanaiitc. 
Samuel  Burbank  and  his  two  fons,  David  Bofton 
W^oodwell,^his    wife,  two  fons,  and  a  ^^^^''^• 
laughter.      Burbank  and    the  wife    of 
Woodwell,  died  in  captivity.     Woodwell 
md  three  of  the  children   returned  in  a 
iag  of  truce  to  Bofton. 

The  enemy  were  fcattered  in  fmall  par*  j^^  ^^ 
ties,  on  all  the  frontiers*    At  Number- 
four^  fome  women  went  out  to  milk  their  Dooiutic^s 
:ows,   with  Major  Jofiah  Willard,  and  """'"'' 
feveral  foldiers,  for  their  guard:   Eight 
[ndians  who  were  concealed  in  a  barn,  fir- 
m1  on  them,  and  killed  Seth  Putnam ;  as 
they  were  fcalping  him,  Willard  and  two 
more  fired  on  them ,  and  mortally  wound- 
^  two,  whom  their  companions  carried 
oE 

At  Contoocook,  five  white  men  and  a 
Kiegro  were  fired  at,  ElifhaCook  and  the  Norton's* 
negro  were  killed.  Thomas  Jones  was  ta-  mw/t°*'* 
ken,  and  died  in  Canada. 

At  lower  Afhuclot,  they  took  Timothy 
Brown  and  Robert  MoflFat,  who  were  car-     '^ 
lied  to  Canada  and  returned.    At  the 
0^2  fame 
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1746.  fame  time,  a  party  lay  about  the  fort  at 

'""'^^    Upper  Afliuelot.  As  one  of  them  knock* 

ed  at  the  gate  in  the  night,  the  cendndi 

nml't"Je?  fired  through  the  gate  and  gave  him  a 

mortal  wound. 
May  J14.        The  danger  thus  increafing,  a  reinforce-^ 
ment  was  fent  by  the  Maifachuletts  Af- 
lembly,  to  thcfe  diftreffed  towns.     Cajrt:. 
Paine,  with  a  troop,  came  to  Number- 
four  ',  and  about  twenty  of  his  men,  go^* 
ing  to  view  the  place  where  Putnam  was 
killed,  fell  into  an  ambufh.    The  enemy 
rofe  and  fired,  and  then  endeavored  to 
cut  off  their  retreat.     Capt.  PWilehas 
Stevens,  with  a   party,   ruftied  out  td 
their  relief:  A  Ikirmifh  enfued  j  in  which 
five  men  were  killed  on  each  fide,  and  one 
of  ours  was  taken.  The  Indians  left  fome 
of  their  guns  and  blankets  behind. 
In  about  a  month  after  this,  another 
June  19.    engagement  happened  at  the  fame  place* 
As  Captain  Stevens  and  Captain  BroWn 
were  going  into  the  meadow,  to  look  for 
^  ,.  , ,    their  horfes,  the  dogs  difcovered  an  am- 
narrative,    bulh,  which  put  thc  mcu  mto  a  polturtf 
Bofton       for  adion,  and  gave  them  the  advantage 
Poft!'"*     of  the  firil  fire.   After  a  fliarp  encounter, 
the  enemy  were  driven  into  a  fwamp, 
drawing  away  feveral  of  their  dead.    In 
this  aftion  one  man  only  was  loft.    Seve- 
ral 
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>al  bl^Hcte,  H^tChet^,  fpears,  guns  and  1746. 
other  things,  were  left  on  the  ground,    ^^'^ 
whkh.w?re  fold  for  fortypQunds  old  ten- 
or.   This  was  reckoned^ a  great  booty 
*  fropi  fuch  beggarly  enemies/ 

At  ]8ridgm*n's  fort,  near  Fort  Dummer,  J^"***** 
William  Robins  and  James  Baker  wer« 
kill^  in  a  meadow.    Daniel  How  and 
John  Bccman  were  taken.     How  killed 
one  of  the  Indians  before  he  was  taken. 

When  the  people  wanted  bread  they 
were  obliged  to  go  to  the  mills,  with  a  juiy  3. 
guard,  every  place  being  full  of  danger. 
A  piairty  who  went  to  Hinfdale's  mill,  with 
Colpnel  Willard  at  their  head,  in  feareh- 
ifig  round  the  oiill,  difcoveredan  ambufti. 
The  enemy  were  put  to  flight  with  the  ^ 
iQfs  of  Uieir  packs. 

At  Number-four,  one  PlulUps  was 
kUlcd;  and  as  fpme  of  the  people  were  ^"^'  ^* 
luin^ng  him  into  the  fort,  they  were  fir- 
ed upon  i  but  none  were  hurt.  Haying 
burned  fome  buildings,  and  killed  fome 
cattle,  the  enemy  went  and  ambufhed  the 
ifood  j)ear  Winchefter,  where  they  killed  ^^^  ^ 
Jokptk  Rawfon. 

WhM  the  upper  fettlements  were  thus 
iiiffenng,  the  lower  towns  did  not  efcape. 
A  party  of  Indians  came  down  to  Rochef-  w  17. 
tcr,  within  twenty  miles  of  Portfmouth.  MMetufi 
Q  3  I^iv« 
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1746.   Five  men  were  at  work  in  a  field,  having 
""^"^     their  arms  at  hand.  The  Indians  conceal-^ 
ed  themfelvcs;  one  of  them  fired,  ^^tha 
view  to  induce  the  men  to  difcharge  their 
pieces,  which  they  did.     The  enemy  then 
rulhed  upon  them  before  they  could  load 
again.     They  retreated  to  a  fmall  deicirt- 
ed  houfe  and   fattened  the  door.    The 
Indians  tore  off  the  roof,  and  with  thiot 
guns  and  tomahawks  difpatched  Jofeph' 
Heard,  Jofeph  Richards,  John  Wentworth 
and  Gerfhom  Downs.    They  wounded 
and  took  John  Richards  3  and  then  croffirig 
over  to  another  road,  came  upon  fome 
men  who  were  at  work  in  a  field,  all  of 
whom  efcaped ;  but  they  took  Jonathan 
Door,  a  boy,  as  he  was  fitting  on  a  fence. 
Richards  was  kindly  ufed,  his  wounds 
were  healed,  and  after  eighteen  months 
he  was  fent  to  Bofton  in  a  flag  of  truce. 
Door  lived  with  the  Indians  and  acquired 
their  manners  and  habits  5  but,  after  the 
conqueft  of  Canada,  returned  to  his  native 
place. 

Soon  after  this,  another  man  was  killed 

Aug.  6« 

at  Rochefter.  Two  men  were  furprifed. 
and  taken  at  Contoocook ;  and  a  large 
party  of  Indians  lay  in  Ambufh  at  Pena- 
cook,  with  an  intention  to  attack  the  peo- 
ple, while  aflembled  for  public  worfhip; 

but 
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but  feeing  them  go  armed  to  their  devo-*    1746, 
tions,  they  waited  till  the  next  morning,    ^^"^- 
when  they  killed  five  and  took  two. 

In  thefe  irritating  (kirmifhes  the  fum- 
mer  was  fpent ;  till  a  large  body  of  French  ^"«-  *^' 
and  Indians  attacked  Fort  Maflachqfetts, 
at  Hoofuck.  This  fort  was  loft  for  want  ^^''f' 
of  ammunition  to  defend  it.  After  this 
fuccefs,  the  enemy  remained  cj^uiet  during 
the  reft  of  the  fumnpier. 

The  profpeft  of  ^n  expedition  to  Canada 
had  induced  many  of  the  foldiers  who  were 
pofted  on  the  frontiers  to  inlift  into  the 
regiments,  becaufe  they  preferred  a6live 
fervice  to  the  dull  routine  of  a  garrifon. 
The  defence  of  the  weftern  pofts  was  not 
only  hazardous,  but  ineffeftual ;  and  fome 
perfons  in  the  north-weftern  part  of  Maf^ 
fachufctts  thought  it  inexpedient,  to  be  at 
the  charge  of  defending  a  territory,  which 
was  out  of  their  jurifdi(5lion.  Their  petr- 
tiohs  prevailed  with  the  Affembly,  to  with^ 
draw  their  troops  from  the  weftern  T^rts 
of  New-Hanipfhire.  The  inhabitahts 
were  then  obliged  to  quit  their^  eftates. 
They  depofited  in  the'earth,  fuch  fuhii- 
ture  drid  utenfils  as  could  be  faved  by  that 
means-}  they  carried  ofFon  horfeback  fiich 
as  werepoitable  y  and  the  remainder,  with 
their  buildings,  was  left  as  a  prej^  to  the 
0^4  enemy. 


Novemher, 
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,  1 746.  enemy,  who  came  and  deflroyed  or  earned 
st^i   away  what  theypleafcd.    Four  families, 
&  oicoti'.  whoremainedinShattuck's£brt(Hiniaalc) 
defended  it  againft  a  party  of  Indians,  whc^ 
attempted  to  bum  it.    Six  men  only  were 
left  in  the  fort  at  Nimiber-foiir,  who,  in. 
the  following  winter  deferted  it  5  and  it 
was  wholly  deftitute  for  two  months.  la 
this  time  fome  gentlemen,  who  underftood 
the  true  intereft  of  the  country,  prevailed 
on  the  Affembly  of  Maflachufetts,  to  re- 
fume  the  protection  of  thofe  deferted  plac- 
es ;  and  to  employ  a  fufficiency  of  mea, 
not  only  to  garrifon  them,  but  to  range 
the  woods  and  watcli  the  motions  of  ti^' 
enemy. 
ijAj^      In  the  latter  end  of  March,  Captain 
up.^    Phinehas  Stevens,  who  commanded  a  rang* 
ing  company  of  thirty  men,  came  to 
Number-four ;  and  finding  the  fort  entire, 
determined  to  keep  poffeflion  of  it.  He  had 
not  been  there  many  days,  when  he  was 
April  4*    attacked  by  a  very  large  party  of  French 
and  Indians,  commanded  by  M.  Debeline. 
The  dogs,  by  their  barking,  difcovered 
that  the  enemy  werd  near  5  which  caufed 
fc^T^H    t^^  S^t^  to  be  kept  ihut,  beyond  the  ufual 
Bofton  E.  xxm^.  One  man  went  out  to  make  difcov- 

▼ening 

Poft.Apru  gj,y  jj^^  was  fired  onj  but  returned  with 
a  flight  wound  only.    The  enemy,  find- 
ing 
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g  that  they  were  difcovered,  arofe  from  1747. 
eir  concealment  and  fired  at  the  fort  on 
[  fides.  The  wind  being  high,  they  fet 
e  to  the  fences  and  log-hpufes,  till  the 
rt  was  furrounded  by  flames.  Captain 
svens  took  the  moft  prudent  meafures  for 
sfecurityj  keeping  every  veflel  full  of 
iter  and  digging  trenches  under  the  walls 
feveral  places  3  fo  that  a  man  might 
rep  through,  and  extinguifti  any  fire, 
iich  might  catch  on  the  outfide  of  the 
ills.  The  fire  of  the  fences  did  not 
ich  the  fort  5  nor  did  the  flaming  arrows 
dch  they  inceflantly  ihot  againfl  it  take 
eft.  Having  continued  this  mode  of 
ack  for  two  days,  accompanied  with 
leous  ihouts  and  yells  3  they  prepared 
vheel  carriage,  loaded  with  dry  faggots, 
be  pufhed  before  them,  that  they  might 
fire  to  the  fort.  Before  they  proceeds 
to  this  operation,  they  demanded  a  cef- 
ion  of  arms  till  the  fun-rifing,  which 
s  granted.  In  the  morning  Debeline 
He  up  with  fifty  men,  and  a  flag  of  truce 
dch  he  (hick  in  the  ground.  He  de- 
eded a  parley,  which  was  agreed  to. 
French  offi^cer,  with  a  foldier  and  an 
lian,  then  advianced ;  and  propofed  that 
5  garrifon  (hould  bipd  up  a  quantity  of 
ovifions  with  their  blankets,  and  having 

laid 
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1747,  laid  down  their  arms  (hoiild  be  conduced 
prifoners  to  Montreal.  Another  propofd 
was,  that  the  two  commanders  fhouU 
meet,  and  that  an  anfwer  fhould  then  be 
given.  Stevens  met  the  French  com* 
'mander,  who,  without  waiting  for  an  an- 
fwer, began  to  enforce  his  propofal,  by 
threatnihg  to  ftorm  the  fort,  and  put  every 
man  to  death,  if  they  fhould  refufe  his 
terms,  and  kill  one  of  his  men.  Stevcm 
anfwered,  that  he  could  h^rken  to  nft 
terms  till  the  laft  extremity ;  that  he  was 
intrufted  with  the  defence  of  the  fort,  and 
was  determined  to  maintain  it,  till  he 
fhould  be  convinced  that  the  Flrenchmaa 
could  perform  what  he  had  threatned. 
He  added,  that  it  was  poor  encouragement 
to  furrender,  if  they  were  all  to  be  put  to 
the  fword  for  killing  one  man,  when  it 
was  probable  they  had  already  killed  more. 
The  Frenchman  replied,  *  Go  and  fee  if 
^  your  men  dare  to  fight  any  longer,  and 
^  give  me  a  quick  anfwer.'  Stevens  re- 
turned and  a(ked  his  men,  whether  they 
would  fight  or  furrender.  They  unani- 
moufly  determined  to  fight.  This  was 
immediately  made  known  to  the  enemy$ 
who  renewed  their  fhouting  and  firing  all 
that  day  and  night.  On  the  morning  of 
the  third  day,  they  requefled  another  cef-* 

fation 
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ition  for  two  hours.  Two  Indians  came  1 747^ 
ith  a  flag,  and  prdpofed,  that  if  iStevcns 
^duld  fell  them  prpvifions  they  would 
ithdraw.  He  anfwered,  that  to  fell  them 
rovifions  for  money  was  contrary  to  the 
iw  of  nations  5  biit  that  he  would  pay 
lem  five  buihels  of  corn  for  every  cap- 
ivc,  for  whom  they  would  give  a  hoftage, 
ill  the  captive  could  be  brought  from 
Janada.  After  this  anfwcr,  a  few  guns 
^ere  fifed,  and  the  enemy  were  feen  no 
lore. 

In  this  furious  attack  from  a  ftarving 
nemy,  no  lives  were  loft  in  the  fort,  and 
TO  men  only  wqre  wotmded.  No  men 
ould  have  behaved  with  more  intrepidity 
1  the  midft  of  fuch  threatning  dangen 
^n  exprefs  was  immediately  difpatched  to 
'often,  and  the  news  was  there  received 
ith  great  joy.  Commodore  Sir  Charles 
Snowies  was  fo  highly  pleafed  with  the 
3ndii6t  of  CaptJ  Stevens,,  that  he  pre- 
^ted  him  with  a  valuable  arid  elegant 
^'ord,  as  a  reward  of  his  bravery.  From 
Us  circumftance,  the  townlhip,  when  it 
'as  incorporated,  took  the  name  of 
'harleftown. 

SmtsiU  parties  of  the  enemy  kept  hover- 
ig,  and  fometimcs  difcovered  thenifelves. 
:rgeaJit  Phelps  killed  one,  near  the  fort, 

and 
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andeicaped  unhurt,  though  fire4  upon 
and  purfued  by  two  others. 

Ot;her  parties  went  farther  down  d» 
country ;  and  at  Rochefter,  they  ambufked 
a  company  who  were  at  work  in  a  £eldi 
The  ambuih  was  difcovered  by  throe  h^ 
John  and  George  Piace,  and  Paul  Joh 
nens.  The  Indians  fired  upon  them. 
John  Place  returned  the  fire  and  wounded 
an  Indian.  Jennens  prefented  his  gun 
but  did  not  fire ;  this  prevented  the  aifc 
my  from  rufhing  upon  them,  till  the  men 
from  the  field  came  to  their  relief  and 
put  the  Indians  to  flight. 

At  Penacook,  a  party  of  the  enemy  dif* 
covered  themfelves  by  firing  at  fome  cattle 
They  were  purfued  by  fifty  men  s  and  m 
treated  with  fuch  precipitation,  as  to  Icavi 
their  packs  and  blankets,  with  q^mI 
things  behind.  One  man  had  his  am 
broken  in  this  conflict.  About  the  fiu«r 
time,  a  man  was  killed  there,  who  bad 
juft  returned  from  Cape  Breton,  after  tt 
abfence  of  two  years  •  Another  was  lajfik 
ed  at  Suncook;  and  at  NotUxij;ba% 
Robert  Beard,  John  Folibm  and.Eli|»i- 
beth  Simpfon,  fufFered  the  fame  fate. 

.In  the  autumn.  Major  Willard.ai4 
Captain  Alexander,  wounded  and.  toe*.* 
Frenchman,  near  Winchefter,  who  was 

conduced 
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idufted  to  Bofton  and  returned  to  Can-   i  j4t. 
u     Soon    after,   the   enemy  burned    ^'^"^ 
dgfiian's  fort ;   (Hinfdale)  and  killed 
ei^  perfons,  and  took  other?  from  that 
.c6,  and  from  Number-four,  in  the  en-' 
rig  winter.  No  purfuit  could  be  made, 
»u(e  the  garrifbn  was  not  providpd 
ill  fnow  ihoes,  though  many  hundreds 
i  been  paid  for  by  the  Government. 
The  next  Ipring,  Captain  Stevens  was    1748^ 
lin  appointed  to  command  at  Number-    vnr^ 
ir>  with  a  garrifon of  an  hundredraen ;  ^^^^^.^ 
pt.  Humphrey  Hobbs  being  fecond  in  ^^  *^«'- 
trimand.  A  fcouting  party  of  eighteen, 
»    fent    out    under   Capt.   Eleazer  May  15.  • 
elviui    They  difcovcred  two  canoes  in 
it  Ghamplain,  at   which  they   fired,  oooiittte^t 
ifefortat  Grown  Pomt  was  alarmed, 
d  k  party  came  out  to  intercept  them. 
Divin  crcHIed  their  track,  and  came  back 
Wfeft  River ;  where,  as  his  men  were 
verting  themfelves  by  fhooting  falmon, 
5  Indians  fuddenly  came  upon  them  and 
fed  fe.    The  others  came  in  at  difFer- 
t'  limes  to  Fort  Dummer. 
0h  a  Sabbath  morning,  at  Rochefter,  ^^  ^ 
5  Wife  of  Jonathan  Hodgdon  was  taken 
^e  Indians,  as  fhe  was  going  to  milk 
t  cows.    She  called  aloud  to  her  huf-  ^;^^^^^ 

band. 
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^1748*  band.     The  Indians  wiould  have  kept  htf 

^— v^  quiet,  but  as  Ihe  perfifted  iii  calling,  they 
killed  her,  apparently  contrary  to  their  in- 
tentions. Her  hun)and  heard  her  cries, 
and  came  to  her  affiftance,  at  the  in- 
(lant  of  her  death.  His  gun  miffed  fit^ 
and  he  efcaped.  The  alarm,  occafiim- 
cd  by  this  adlion,  prevented  greater  iiit 
chief. 
The  next  month,  they  killed  threcmen 

{uAP  16.  i^eiQ^gJng  to  Hinfdale's  fort,  Natiban 
French,  Jofeph  Richardfon  arid  JcAn 
Froft.  Seven  were  taken ;  one  of  whom, 
William  Bickford,  died  of  his  wounds. 

jttne»6.  Capt.  Hobbs,  and  forty  men,  being  cm  a 
Icout  near  Weft  River,  were  furprifed  by 
a  party  of  Indians,  with  whom  they  had 
a  fmart  encounter,  of  three  hours  contin- 
tiance.  Hobbs  left  the  ground,  having 
had  three  men  killed  and  four  wounded. 
The  fame  party  of  the  enemy  killed  two 

jQiy  ,^,  men  and  took  nine,  between  fort  Hinf- 
dale  and  fort  Dummer. 

The  cefTation  of  arms  between  the  bd- 

,^£^*  ligerent  powers  did  not  wholly  put  aftop 

to  the  incurfions  of  the  enemy  5  for  after 

June*  17.  It  was  known  here,  and  after  the  garrifon 
of  Number-four  was  withdrawn,  except- 

Mrkt'tcr.  ing  fifteen  men,    Obadiah  Sortwell  was 

killed 
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killed,  and  a  fon  of  Capt.  Steyens  wa?  1749- 
taken  and  carried  to  Canada  s  l^iat  he  was  ^^^'"'^ 
releafed  and  returned.  y, , . 

During  this  afFefting  fcene^devafta-j 
tion  and  captivity ;  there  were,  noinftan*. 
ces  o£  jdeliberate  murder  nor  tPitur^  exer- 
ciied  on  thofe  who  fell  into  lie  hands  of 
the  Indians ;  and  even  the  old  cuilom  of 
making  theni  run  the  gantlet  w^,s  in  moik 
cafes  omitted.  On  the  the  coiitrary  there 
is  an  univerfal  teftimony  from  the  cap* 
lives  who  furvived  and  returned,  in  favor 
of  the  humanity  of  their  captors.  When 
feeble,  they  affifted  them  in  travelling ; 
and  m  cafes  of  diftrefs  from  want  of  pro- 
vilion,  they  (hared  with  them  an  equal 
proportion.  A  lingular  inftance  of  mod-» 
cration  dcferves  remembrance.  An  Indi- 
an had  furprifed  a  man  at  Afhuelot ;  the 
inao  afked  for  quarter,  and  it  was  grants 
^ :  Whilft  the  Indian  was  preparing  to 
bind  him,  he  feized  the  Indiai^'s  gun,  and 
iDhot  him  in  one  arm.  The  Indian,  how- 
ever, fccured  him ;  but  took  no  other  re- 
Tenge  than,  with  a  kick,  to  fay  'You  dog, 
*  how  could  you  treat  me  fo  ? ' '  The  gen- 
tleman from  whom  this  information  came, 
has  frequently  heard  the  ftory  both  from  ul^an-. 
the  captive  and  the  captor.    The  latter 

related 
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1749   related  it  as  an  inftance  of  Englifh  perfi- 
^'^^  dy  5  the  former  of  Indian  lenity. 

There  was  a  ftriking  difference  between 
the  manner  in  which  this  war  was  man- 
agedj  on  the  part  of  the  Englifh  and  on 
the  part  of  the  French.     The  latter  kept 
out  fmall  parties  continually  engaged  in 
killing,  fcalping  and  taking  prifonefsj 
who  were  fold  in  Canada  and  redeemed 
by  their  friends,  at  a  great  expenfe.    By. 
this  mode  of  condufl,  the  French  madft 
their  enemies  pay  the  whole  charge  of 
their  predatory  excurfions,  befides  reap- 
ing a  handfome  profit  to  themfelves.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Englifh  attended  on- 
ly to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers ;  and 
that  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  leave  thcfr 
for  the  mofl  part  infecure.    No  parties- 
were  fent  to  harrafs  the  fettlements  of  th^ 
French.     If  the  whole  country  of  Catt— 
ada  could  not  be  fubdued,  nothing  lef^ 
could  be  attempted.    Men  were  continti-^ 
ally  kept  in  pay,  and  in  expeftationoffer^ 
vice ;  but  fpent  their  time  either  in  gaT-^ 
rifons,  or  camps,  or  in  guarding  provifio*^ 
when  fent  to  the  feveral  forts.    Thougl^ 
large  rewards  were  promifed  for  fcalp^ 
and  prifoners,  fcarcely  any  were  obtaineil^ 
unlefs  by  accident.  A  confufion  of  coua^ 
cils,  and  a  multiplicity  of  diredlors,  cauP 
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cd  frequent  changes  of  meafures,  and  de-  1 747. 
lays  in  the  execution  of  them.  The  forts  '  '  ' 
were  ill  fupplied  with  ammunition,  pro- 
vifions,  clothing  and  fnow-flioes.  When 
an  alarm  happened,  it  was  neceflary,  either 
to  bake  bread,  or  drefs  meat,  or  caft  bul- 
lets, before  a  purfuit  could  be  made. 
The  French  gave  commiffions  to  none 
but  thofe  who  had  •  diftinguilhed  them- 
fdves  by  fome  exploit.  Among  us,  per- 
fons  frequently  obtained  preferment,  for 
themfelves  or  their  friends,  by  making 
their  court  to  Governors,  and  promoting 
fevorite  meafures  in  town  meetings,  or 
General  Affemblies. 

A  community  recovering  from  a  war, 
like  an  individual  recovering  from  ficknefs, 
is  fometimes  in  danger  of  a  relapfe.  This 
war  was  not  decifive,  and  the  caufes  which 
kmdled  it  were  not  removed.  One  of  its 
cfFefts  was,  that  it  produced  a  clafs  of  men, 
who,  having  been  for  a  time  releafed  from 
laborious  occupations,  and  devoted  to  the 
parade  of  military  life,  did  not  readily  lif- 
tcn  to  fhe  calls  of  induftry.  To  fuch  men 
peace  was  burdenfome,  and  the  more  fo, 
becaufe  they  had  not  the  advantage  of 
half  pay.  The  interval  between  this  and 
the  fucceeding  war  was  not  long.  The 
peace  to8k  place  in  1749,  and  in  1754 
there  was  a  call  to  refume  the  fword. 

R  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXI. 

Purchafe  of  Mafons  claim.  Controverfy 
about  Reprefentation.  Plan  of  extending 
the  fettlements.  Jealoufy  and  refentment 
ofthefavages. 

WHILST  the  people  were  contend* 
ing  with  an  enemy  abroad,  an 
attempt  was  making  at  home,  to  re^vc 
the  old  claim  of  Mafon,  which  their  fathers 
had  withft-ood,  and  which  for  many  years 
had  lain  dormant,  till  recalled  to  view  by 
the  politicians  of  Maflachufetts,  as  already 
related.  After  Thomlinfon  had  engaged 
with  Mafon,  for  the  purchafe  of  his  title, 
nothing  more  was  heard  of  it,  till  the  con- 
troverfy  refpe6ling  the  lines  was  finifhed, 
and  Wentworth  was  eftablifhed  in  the  feat 
1 744.  of  government,  and  in  the  office  of  Sur- 
»^v-j  veyor  of  the  Woods.  The  agreement 
which  Thomlinfon  had  made,  was  in  be- 
half of  the  Reprefentatives  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire  ;  and  the  inilrument  was  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  the  Governor,  who  fent  it  to 
the  Houfe  for  their  perufal  and  confidcra- 
tion.  It  lay  on  their  table  a  long  time, 
without  any  formal  notice.    Qgickening 

meflages 
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meflages  were  fent  time  after  time;  but  1744. 
the  affairs  of  the  war,  and  Mafon's  ab-  ^"^''^ 
fence  at  fea,  and  in  the  expedition  to 
Louifbourg,  where  he  had  a  company, 
together  with  a  difinclination  in  the  Houfe, 
which  was  of  a  different  complexion  from 
that  in  1739,  prevented  any  thing  from 
being  done. 

In  the  mean  time  Mafon  fuffered  a  fine  1745. 
and  recovery,   by  which  the  entail  was  »— .—» 
docked,  in  the  Courts  of  New*Hampfhire, 
and  he  becanje  entitled  to  the  privilege  of 
felling  his  interefl.     He  alfo  prefented  a 
memorial  to  the  Aflembly,  in  which  he         , 
told  them  that  he  would  wait  no  longer  1    ^^^* 
and  unlefs  they  would  cometofome  refo- 
lution,  he  fhould  take  their  filence  as  a 
refufal.    Intimations  w^ere  given,  that  if 
they  would  not  ratify  the  agrecnient,  a 
lale  would  be  made  to  other  perfbns,  who 
flood  ready  to  purchafe.     At  length  the 
Houfe  came  to  a  refolution,  '  that  they 

*  would  comply  with  the  agreement,  and  jgn.  49. 

*  pay  the  price ;  and  that  the  wafte  lands 

*  fhould  be  granted  6y  the  General  Affemblyy 

*  to  the  inhabitants,  as  they  fhould  think 

*  proper/  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
treat  with  Mafon,  about  fulfilling  his 
agreement,  and  to  draw  the  proper  inflru- 
ments  of  conveyance ;  but  he  had  on  the 

R  2  fame 
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1746.  fame  day,  by  deed  of  fale,  for  the  fum  of 
Ta'T*^  fifteen  hundred  pounds  currency,  convey- 
ed his  whole  intereft  to  twelve  peribnsi 
in  fifteen  fhares.  When  the  Houfe  fcnt 
isi  melfage  to  the  Council  to  inform  them 
of  this  refolution,  the  Council  obgefted  to 
that  claufe  of  the  refolve,  ^  that  the  lands 
*  be  granted  by  the  General  Aflembly,' 
as  contrary  to  the  royal  commifliion  and 
inftrudions  j  but  if  the  Houfe  would  ad- 
drefs  the  King,  for  leave  to  difpofe  of  the 
lands,  they  faid  that  they  were  content 

Thefe  tranfaftions  raifed  a  great  fCTment 
among  the  people.  Angry  and  menacing 
words  were  plentifully  thrown  out  againft 
the  purchafers ;  but  they  had  prudently 
taken  care  to  file  in  the  Recorder's  office 
a  deed  of  quit  claim  to  all  the  towns  which 
had  been  fettled  and  granted  within  the 
l^du'  ^^  limits  of  their  purchafe.*     In  this  quit 

claim, 

*  The  purchafers  of  thii  claim  were 

Theodore  Atkinfon,  three  fifteenths.  Thomas  Packer. 

M.  H.  Wentworth,  two  fifteenths.  Thomas  Waliingford* 

Richard  W'tbird.  Jotbam  Odioroe. 
John  Wentworth  (foa  of  the  Governor.)       Jofliua  Peirce. 

George  JafFrey.  John  MoflTat,  one  fifteeotk 
Samuel  Moore.  each. 

Nathaniel  Mefierve. 

The  towns  quit  claimed  were, 

:  Portfmouth,  Londonderry,  Bow, 

Dover,  Chefter,  Chlcheftcr, 

Exeter.  Nottingham,  Epfom* 

Hampton,  Barrington,  Barnftead, 

Gofport,  Rochefter,  and  afterward 

Kingfton,  Canterbury,  OilmaDtown. 
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clainiy  they  inferted  a  claufe  in  the  follow*    i746. 
ing  words,  *  cxceptmg  and  referving  our     ^^^^ 

*  fcfpeftive  rights,  titles,  inheritance  and 

*  pofieffions,  which  we  heretofore  had,  in 

*  common  or  feveralty,  as  inhabitants  or 

*  proprietors  of  houfes  or  lands,  within 
^  any  of  the  towns,  preeinds,  diftrifts  or 
^  villages  aforefaid/  This  precaution  had 
not  at  firft  its  efFe6t.  A  committee  of  both 
Houfes  was  appointed  to  confider  the 
matter,  and  they  reported,'that  ^  for  quiet- 
^  ing  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  pre- 

*  vent  future  difficulty,  it  would  be  beft 

*  for  the  Province  to  purchafe  the  claim,     ^  ,. 

*  lOr  the  ule  and  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  >  Records. 

*  provided  that  the  purchafers  would  fell 

*  it  for  the  coft  and  charges/  This  report 
was  accepted,  concurred  and  confented  to, 
by  every  branch  of  the  legiflature.     A 
committee  was  appointed  to  confult  Coun-  ^^ 
cil,  and  agree  on  proper  inftruments  of 
conveyance.  The  fame  day,  this  commit- 
tee met  with  the  purchafers,  and  conferred " 
on  the  queftion,  whether  they  would  fell 
on  the  terms  propofed  ?  At  the  confer- 
ence, the  purchafers  appeared  to  be  divided, 
and  agreed  fo  far  only,  as  to,  withdraw 
their  deed  from  the  Recorder's  office.  The  Aug.  12. 
committee  reported  that  they  could  make 

no  terms  with  the  purchafers  i  in  confe-  Aug.  is. 
R  3  quence 
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1746.   qucnce  of  which  the  deed  was  again  lodg- 

^^"■^^     ed  in  the  office  and  recorded. 

Much  blame  was  caft  on  the  purchafersi 
for.  clandeftineiy  taking  a  bargain  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Aflembly.  They  faid  in 
their  vindication,  *  that  they  faw  no  prof- 

M^ieuer,  *  peft  of  an  efFeftual  purchafe  by  the  Af- 

toryoffice'  '  fembly,  though  thofe  of  fhem  who  were 
^  members,  voted  for  it,  and  did  what 
^  they  could  to  encourage  it ;  that  they 
^  would  have  gladly  given  Mafon  as  much 

*  money,  for  his  private  quit-claim  to  their 

*  feveral  rights  in  the  townftiips  already 

*  granted  and  fettled;  that  Mafon's  claim 

*  had  for  many  years  hung  over  the  Pror* 
^  ince,  and  that  on  every  turn  they  had 
^  been  threatened  with  a  proprietor;  that 
^  Mafon's  deed  to  a  committee  of  Maffa" 

*  chufetts,  in  behalf  of  that  Province,  for 
^  a  tra6l  of  land  adjoining  the  -boundary 

*  line,  had  been  entered  on  the  records, 

*  and  a  title  under  it  fet  up,  in  oppofition 
'  *  to  grants  made  by  the  Governor  and 

^  Council ;  that  it  was  impoffible  to  fay 
^  where  this  evil  would  flop,  and  there- 

*  fore  they  thought  it  moft  prudent  to 

*  prevent  any  farther  effefts  of  it,  by  tak- 

*  ing  up  with  his  offer,  efpecially  as  they 

*  knew  that  he  might  have  made  a  more 

*  advantageous  bargain,  with  a  gentleman 

of 
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?  <rf fortune  'am  the  neighbouring  Province  5    1 746, 

*  but  that  they  were  ftill  willing,  to  fell 
^  tlicir  intereft  to  the  AfTembly,.  for  the 
'  coft  and  charges  s  provided  that  the  land 
^  be  granted  by  the  Governor  and  Council ; 

*  and  that  the  agreement  be  made  within^ 

*  one  month  from  the  date  of  their  letter/ 

Within  that  month,  the  alarm  caufed 
by  the  approach  of  D'Anville's  fleet,  put 
9  ftop  ,to  the  negociation.     After  that 
danger  was  over,  the  affair  was  revived ; 
but  the  grand  difficulty  fubfifled.     The 
purchafers  would  not  fell,  but  on  condi- 
tion that  the  lands  fhould  be  granted,  by 
thtf  Governor  and  Council,     The  Aflem- 
hly  thought  that  they  could  have  no  fecu- 
rity  that  the  land  would  be  granted  to 
the  people;   becaufe  the  Governor  and 
Council  might  grant  it  to  themfelves,  gr 
to  their  dependents,  or  to  flrangers,  and  ^747- 
the  people  who  had  paid  for  it  might  be  Aug.  ao. 
excluded  from  the  benefit  which  they  had 
purchafed.      A  propofal  was  afterward  • 
made,  that  the  fale  fhould  be  to  feoffees  in 
truft  for  the  people ;  and  a  form  of  a  deed 
for  this  purpofe  was  drawn.     To  this 
propofal,  the  purchafers  raifed  feveral  ob-        . 
jc6iions;  and  as  the  Aflembly  had  not 
voted  any  money  to  make  the  purchafc, 
they  declined  figning  the  deed  5  and  no 
R  4  farther 


X747.  faithM  efforts  beinginodi^ll  tteil^^ 


hly»  ithep  wchafe  feflsd  in ;  d^ 

fncmtd.deod,  ccMBpF^ira 

RfcoHt  of^fia;;  whereas  Acfyrmtr  deed  .wa^confi^ 
'"^       qa  to  the  latdy  diablifhed  bomicfalfktoQfi 
I^w-Hampfhure.    This  latteTMked  waif 
not  recorded  till  i753*  »■'  *h 

Afterthey  had  taken  thdr  firfl:  »dtt4 
tibeMafonians  began  to  grant  townfkij^ 
and  continued  grantii^them  to  petitiibit^ 
ers^  9£ten  without  fecs^  and  always:ii&db^ 
out  quit-rents.  They  quietedtiieimM^ 
etors  of  the  towns,  on  tiie  weflsem^ iSdf  c£ 
the  Merrimack,  which  had  been  granted' 
by  Maffachufetts,  before  the  eftabliflimcnt 
of  the  line  ^  fo  that  they  went  on  peaces-' 
bly  with  their  fettlements.  The  terms  of 
their  grants  were,  that  the  grantees  (hooki;' 
within  a  limited  t'nne,  ere6l  mills  an4 
meeting-houfes,  clear  out  roads  and  fetdfc 
minifters.  In  every  townftiip,  they  re* 
ferved  one  right  for  the  firft  fettled  nuni^ 
ter,  another  for  a  parfonage,  and  a  tWW 
for  a  fchooL  They  alfo  referved  fiftoa' 
rights  for  themfelvcs,  and  two  for  their 
attorneys  j  all  of  which  weife  to  befiv^ 
from  taxes,  till  fold  or  occupied*  Byvir* 
tuc  of  thefe  grants,    many  townOufilt 

were 
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were  fettled,  tftd  the  intereft  of  the  people    1 748. 
became  fo  united  with  that  of  the  pro-    '-^-v*-' 
prietors,  that  the  prgudice  againft  them 
gradually  abated;  and,  at  length,  even 
ibme  who  had  been  the  moll  violent  op- 
pofers,  acquiefced  in  the  fafety  and  poli-^ 
cy  of  their  meafures,  though  they  could 
not  concede  to    the    validity  of   their 
claim. 

,  The  heirs  of  Allen,  menaced  them  by 
advertifements,  and  warned  the  people 
againft  accepting  their  grants.  They  de- 
pended on  the  recognition  of  Allen's  pur- 
chafe,  in  the  Charter  of  Maffachufetts,  as 
an  argument  in  favor  of  its  validity ;  and 
fizppof^d,  that  becaufe  the  ableft  lawyers 
in  the  kingdom  were  confulted,  and  em- 
ployed in  framing  that  charter,  they  muft 
have  had  evidence  of  the  juftice  of  his 
pretenfions,  before  fuch  a  refervaj^on 
could  have  been,  introduced  into  it.  So 
ftrong  was  the  impreflion,  which  this  ar- 
gument had  made,  on  the  minds  of  fpec-  JJ^^^^^;;* 
ulators  in  England,  that  large  fums  had  '"»^^"- 
been  offered,  to  fome  of  Allen's  heirs,  in 
that  Idngdom ;  and,  Thomlinfon  himfelf, 
the  firft  mover  of  the  purchafe  from  Ma- 
ibn,  in  behalf  of  New-Hamplhire,  had  his 
doubts ;  and  would  have  perfuaded  the 
affociates  to  join  in  buying  Allen's  title  al- 

fo. 


TZ"' 


1748.  &H-fmn  at^the-price:of:rMv!or  t^^ 
pounds  flerling,  to  primatt^moxtaftii 
£m  :litigation»  the  ifiue-of  wJiich w«m^ 
be  uncertidn.  But  they^  being  vcftalialk 
the  principal  offices  of;  govenuii0M;.ABh 
j^g  men  of  large  property^  whtchwUblkp: 
fb"  mcreafed  by  tins  purchafe.^  and  havufbr 
&ti3ficd  themfdves,  oi  the  v)&lidity  of  tfaiMt 
title,  by  the  opinions  of  fome  priooipirir 
lawyers^  both  hereandin.£ngW^*^D»^ 
tented  themfelves  witb  the  {raKhafe  ^ititl^ 
they  had  made:;  andby  maintaiimngidM, 
poi&ffion,  extended  the  caitivRtioftiQfllf 
country  within  their  liroita^      .    ;.  /Jinv>^ 
•  The  words  of  the  original  grantf^tt 
Mafon,  defcribe  an  extent  of  fixty  mikft 
from  the  fea,  on  each  fide  of  the  Provincd 
and  a  line  to  crofs  over  from  the  end  of 
one  line  of  fixty  miles,  to  the  end  of  iJic 
otlyr.     The  Mafonian  proprietors  plcsd^ 
ed,    that    this  crofs   line    flxouW  be  * 
cur'Ve^  becaufe,    no    other    line   wooU 
preferve   the     diftance   of   fixty    mite 
from  the  fea,  in  every  part  of  their  weft- 
ern  boundary.    No  perfon  had  any  nf^ 
to  conteft  this  point  with  them,  bat  th 
King.     It  was  not  for  the  intereft  of ;iii 
Governor  and  Council  to  objoftj  bccaod 
feveral  of  them,  and  of  their  connedionif 
were  of  the  Mafonian  propriety  j  andao 

ol 
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objeAion  war  made  by  any  other  perfons,    1748. 
in  behalf  of  the  Crown.     Surveyors  were    ^"'^'^ 
employed,  at  feveral  times,  to  mark  this 
curve  line ;  but  on  running,  firft  from 
the  fouthern,  and  then  from  the  eaftera 
boundary,  to  the  river  Pemigewaflet,  they 
could  not  make  the  lines  meet.     Contro- 
veriics  were  thus  engendered,   between 
the  grantees  of  Crown  lands  and  thofe  of 
the  Mafonians,  which  fubfifted  for  many 
years.     In  fome  cafes,  the  difputes  were 
compromifed,  and  in  others,  left  open  for 
litigation ;  till,  by  the  revolution,  the  gov- 
ernment fell  into  other  hands. 

This  was  not  the  only  controverfy, 
which,  till  that  period,  remained  undeter- 
mined. When  the  extenfion  of  the  boun- 
dary lines  gave  birth  to  a  demand,  for  the 
maintenance  of  fort  Dummer,  the  Gover-  Prints 
nor  had  theaddrefs,  to  call  to  that  Aflem-  jZ7jU- 
Wy,  into  which  he  introduced  this  de- 
mand, fix  new  members ;  who  appeared 
as  reprelentatives  for  fix  towns  and  dif- 
trifts,  fome  of  which  had  been,  by  the 
fouthern  line,  cut  off  from  Maffachufetts. 
ft  was  fuppofed  that  his  defign,  in  calling 
thefe  members,  was  to  facilitate  the  adop- 
tion of  fort  Dummer.  Other  towns,  which 
^ught  to  have  had  the  fame  privilege,  ex- 
tended to  them,  were  negleded.    When 

the 


f^48.  iJie^mWmeraberaapfpeaitd^iBt^ 
"^'  the  Secretary,  ty  &e  Gwfcrtibi?§*  i»arf; 
^^miriiftered  to^em  the  tifuat  dathsi  i^ 
ite  which,  they  were  afked.  Sit  iftiB^'tts^ 
of  the  Houfe,  by  what  authority 
came  thither?'  They  ahfwettid,  that 
werethofen  by  virtue  of 'dli^ritjitP^ 
Kingf 9  name;  ddivered  U)  thdt*  itQiefiSijb 
teWlis  titid  diftrias;  by  thefShdiflF;  cpb 
Houfe  rembnftratcdto^he  Gwemoi^'ffiil' 
thefe  places  hadHno  right,  by  feiw,  Wl^^ 
tttftom,  to  !fend  perfons  fo  reprefent  th^ 
and  then  debarnsd  thtm  frdih'  the  ftUft 
lege  of  voting,  in  thechoicfc'of  a  Spt^ieciif^ 
two  only  difTehting)  out  ^  liioi^M^ 
Several  (harpmeflages  paffed,  between  tfe 
Governor  and  the  Houfe,  on  that  occafioh; 
but  the  preffing  exigencies  of  the  waf, 
and  the  propofed  expedition  to  Cape-Bit- 
ton,  obliged  him,  for  that  time,  to  ffvt 
way,  and  fufFer  his  new  members  to  be 
excluded,  till  the  King's  pleafure*  could  life 
known. 

The  Houfe  vindicated  their  procfcd- 
ings,  by  appealing  to  their  records ;  froiil 
which  it  appeared,  that  all  the  additiopaFi 
-which  had  been  made  to  the  Houfe  & 
Reprefentatives,  were,  in  qonfequencft^^t^ 
their  own  votes,  either  iffuing  a  prcccj^ 
tliemfelves,  or  requefting  the  Governor tb 

do 
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do  it ;  from  which  they  argued,  that  no  1748. 
town,  or  parifh,  ought  to  have  any  writ,  ^— ^'^^ 
for  the  choice  of  a  Reprefentative,  but  by 
a  vote  of  the  Houfe,  or  by  an  aft  of  tlic 
Affembly.  On  the  other  fide,  it  was  al- 
leged, that  the  right  offending  Reprefent- 
atives  was  originally  founded  on  the  roy- 
al commiflion  and  inftru6lions,  and  there- 
fore, that  the  privilege  might,  by  the  fame 
authority,  be  lawfully  extended  to  the 
new  towns,  as  the  King,  or  his  Gover- 
nor, by  advice  of  Council,  might  think 
proper.  The  precedents  on  both  fides 
were  undifputed  -,  but  neither  party  would 
admit  the  conclufion  drawn  by  the  othei'. 
Had  this  difficulty  been  forefeen,  it  might 
have  been  prevented  when  the  triennial  aft 
was  made  in  1727.  The  defefts  of  that 
law,  began  npw  to  be  feverely  felt  j  but 
could  not  be  remedied. 

The  difpute  having  thus  fubfided,  was 
•not  revived  during  the  war ;  but  as  foon 
as  the  peace  was  made,  and  the  King  had       ^^^ 
gone  on  a  vifit  to  his  German  dominions,  n,  35- ' 
an  additional  inftruclion  was  fent  from 
the  Lords  Juftices,  who  prefided  in  the 
King's  abfence,  direfting  the  Governor  to 
^ffolve  the  Affembly  then  fubfifting ;  and  ^«*  '^^^ 
-when  another  fhould  be  called,  to  iffue  the 
^ng's  writ  to  the  Sheriff,  commanding 

him 


r,  <*■ 


«3!o  HISTO«Y  or 

If 4$.  lum  to  tnake  out  precepts  to  HSftfim 

been  before  exdo^  j.  and  tia«ti-:  nktt 
theyfliouldbe  0bo&n,thft<So«anior  flwidd 
fupportididr  rights.   •  ::i:a\ 

Had  this  inftru^tion  exteadbd  tb  ;^  Hl^ 
other  towns  in  the  P»mim,  utr^cbw 
not  been  before  repreicutedi  it  jn^iti  iu« 
been  deemed  equitable ;  but  tiiittf^gA 
«ii  thofe  only,  which  had.  becft  the  firiliB|i 
<^  controveriy,  it  appeared  to  fae^maM* 
cdoa  partial  infonnatiaai,  aiid;>inlt|iM 
toftren^Sthentheprerogati^eoftheCnMi^ 
^without  a  due r^ardto  ite  pdnkgeifd' 
:the  people  at  large.  : .  :    .«    nmoj 

1 749 .       The  party  in  oppofition  to  the  Covtt- 
nor  became  more  acrimonious  than 


Richard  Waldron,  the  former  Secretsrf, 
and  the  confidential  friend  of  Belcher,  s^ 
peared  in  the  new  Afiembly  and  was  dtah 
en  Speaker.  The  Governor  negatived 
him ;  and  ordered  the  Houfe  to  admit  d* 
new  members,  and  choofe  another  Spo^ 
er.  They  denied  his  power  of  negadvin^; 
their  Speaker  and  of  introdudng  nnr 
members.  The  ftyle  of  his  meflages  iHB 
peremptory  and  fevere;  their  anfwers  ttii 
remonftrances  were  calm,  but  idbiotBi 
and  in  fome  inftances  fatyrical.  NadHf 
party  would  yield}  no  bufmefe  was  tad" 

i 
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afted-V though  the  Aflemblymet  about  1749. 
once  in  a  month,  and  was  kept  alive,  by 
adjournments  and  prorogations,  for  three 
years.  Had  he  diffolved  them,  before  the 
time  for  which  they  were  chofen  had  ex- 
ipired,  he  knew,  that  in  all  probability,  the 
feme  perfons  would  be  re-ele6led. 

TheefFe6tof  this  controverfy  was  inju- 
rious to  the  Governor,  as  well  as  to  the 
people.  The  public  bills  of  credit  had 
depreciated  fince  this  adminiftration  began, 
in  the  ratio  of  thirty  to  fifty-fix ;  and  the 
value  of  the  Governor's  falary  had  declin- 
ed in  the  fame  proportion.  The  excife 
could  neither  be  farmed  nor  colle6led; 
and  that  part  of  the  Governor's  falary, 
iviiich  was  funded  upon  it,  failed.  The 
Treafurer's  accounts  were  unfettled.  The 
ibldiers,  who  had  guarded  the  frontiers  in 
the  preceding  war,  were  not  paid  5  nor 
were  their  mufl:er-rolls  adjufted.  The 
public  records  of  deeds  were  fhut  up ;  for 
dbe  Recorder's  time  having  expired,  and 
the  appointment  being  by  law  vefted  in 
the  Affembly,  no  choice  could  be  made. 
No  authenticated  papers  could  be  obtained, 
though  the  agent  was  conftantly  foliciting 
for  thofe  which  related  to  the  controverfy 
^bout  Fort  Dummer,  at  that  time  before 
the  King  and  Council. 

When 


272  histoUt  of 

When  the  fituatlon  of  the  Province  waa 
known  in  England^  an  impreffion  to  it* 
difadvantage  was  made  on  the  minds  of  its 
bcft  friends ;  and  they  even  imagined  tbt 
the  Governor's  conduft  was  notblamelefs,* 
'f  he. language  at  Court  was  totally  change 
cd.  The  people  of  New-Hartiplliire  who 
had  formerly  been  in  favor,  as  loyal  and 
obedient  fubje£ts,  were  now  faid  to  be  in 
rebellion.  Their  agent  was  frequently 
Thomiin-  reproached  and  mortified  on  their  account, 
itmm.  and  was  under  great  apprehenfion,  that 
they  would  fufFer,  notonly  in  their  reputa- 
tion, but  in  their  intereft-  The  agent  of 
MafTachufetts  was  continually  folicitingfor 
repayment  of  the  charges  of  maintaining 

*  Auguft  lo,  1749,  Mr.  Thomlmfon  wrote  thui  to  Mr,  AikUfirt. 

*  1  am  forry  to  find  by  your  letters,  and  by  every  body  froni  your  cava* 
'.  try,  thecoDfuHon  your  ProTince  if  in*     1  with  I  couM  fee  you  rigb*. 

*  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  Governor  hat  dime  fonie  imprudent 
« things  J  but  the  other  party  is  fundamsncaUy  wronf ,  ind  the  G««n- 

*  or  will  always  be  fupported  as  long  ai  he  rotiduflB  hImfeLf  by  ^> 
^  Majefty*s  inftrudlions,  and  in  his  right  of  negatmag  1  fpeaber.    Kotp 

*  withftanding  this,  1  am  furprifed  t^it  he,    or  any  other  GotcHV, 

*  ihould  not  think  it  their  intereft,  to  behave  fo  to  lU  forts  of  pn|i< 

*  under  their  government,  as  to  make  all   their  eaemies  their  fricads 

*  rather  than  to  make  their  friends  their  snemica/ 

0&«ber  19,  1749,  Mr,  Atkinfon  wrote   thas  in  AnfWer.     *  I  * 

*  fuppofcd  by  many  people  to  be  privy  to  itl  the  Govetnor'i  trtolk* 

*  tions  here,  which  is.  totally  without  founiatioti,     I  never  f»w  a  WW 

*  which  he  wrote  home,  nor  any  he  r«ci*ed,  cnly,  when  «ay  of  tb* 

*  were  communicated  to  the  CountiJ  or  AtTcmbly  ;  nor  any  ef  ^ 
'  fpeeches  or  meffages.  So  that,  really,  I  cannot  b?  faid  co  ■^Ti'^ 
'Neither  do  I  fee  what  reafon  the  people  have  to  compl^U.    ^^ 

*  greateft  enemies  are  now  of  the  AfTemMy,  and  in  all  the  cofitioi» 

*  fy»  not  one  particular  inftance  of  injull^ice  or  opprcHion  bicb  been  Pi* 

*  tioned  by  them  ;  and  when  you  read  over  their  fcveral  me(Taf«,  ^ 

*  votes,  you  will  nflt  difcoverany  iadiaauon  to  coucbjI  the  leaft  tf* 

*  Ing  he  had  been  the  author  of** 
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fyet  l^femmer,  and  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion, to  take  off  a  large  diftrift  from  the 
weflem  part  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  to 
annex  it  to  Maffachufetts,  to  fatisfy  them 
for  that  expenfe*  Befides  this,  the  paper 
^iponey  of  the  Colonies  was  under  thecon- 
fideration  of  Parliament  5  and  the  Province 
of  Maflachufetts  was  rifing  into  favor  for 
having  aboliftied  that  fyftem  of  iniquity* 
The  fame  juftice  was  expefted  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  fince  they  had  the  fame  means 
in  their  power  by  the  reimburfement 
granted  to  them  by  Parliament  for  the 
Cape-Breton  and  Canada  expeditions* 
This  money,  amounting  to  about  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  tlear  of  all  fees 
and  commiflions,  had  lain  long  in  the 
treafury;  and  when  it  was  paid  to  the  a- 
gent,  he  would  have  placed  it  in  the  funds, 
where  it  might  have  yielded  an  in- 
tcreft  of  three  per  cent ;  but  having  no 
direflicJns  from  the  Aflembly,  he  locked 
it  up  in  the  bank.  This  was  a  clear  lofs 
to  them  of  nine  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num. There  were  fome  who  reflefted  on 
the  agent,  as  if  he  had  made  an  advantage 
to  himfelf  of  this  money.  Had  he  done 
it,  his  own  capital  was  fufficient  to  have 
aiifwered  any  of  their  demands  5  but  it 
was  alfo  fufficient  to  put  him  above  the 
S  neceffity 


iy^  tilSTORv^Y  or     - 

1749.  ncccffntyGfemployrngth^n^^ 
-^75^-^  iatyadeorfpecujatiou.  ^  /^ 

^75^*       It  had  alio  been  fuggefted,  j^hat  TbMH-f 
*^^    Union,  at  the  Governor's  reqiMfily^^^l^ 

lidted  2ind  procaredtfae  mftradl(m,^!w^ri^ 
had  occafioned  tbds  Unhappy  ftagnatKHN^ 
bnfinefs.    When  this  fuggeftion  cmnjiri 
Tb!^!'  his    knowledge,   he  extulpa^  himiw^ 
%^^^  from  the  Charge,  iii  a  letter  whieh  W 
IS?^    wrote  to  a  leading  member'of  the  AffiSi*^;^ 
biy ;  and  gave  a  full  account  of  ttae^nd^ 
teras  £au:  as  it  had  come  to  his  knowledgb^ 
Ilefaidy  that  the  Governor  himfdif 'hij 
.  ^      ftated  the  fa£b  in  his  lettears  to  theobfiife 
try ;  concerning  lus  calling  of  the  ilcM; 
members,  in  1 745,  and  their  excluifod  fro* 
the  Aflembly,  tvith  the  reafons  given  for 
it ;  and  had  defired  to  know  the  King's 
pleafure,  and  to  have  directions  how  to 
aft.    That  the  miniftry,  without  any  cx- 
"^  caption  or  hefitation,  had  pronouoced  Ma 

condu6l  conformable  to  his  duty.  That 
neverthelefs,  the  Board  of  Trade  had  fol-, 
emnly  confidered  the  matter,  and  conful^ 
ed  Council,  and  had  fununoned  him,  as 
agent  of  the  Province,  to  attend  their  de- 
liberation. Their  refult  was,  that  as  the 
Crown  had  an  indifputable  right  to  incor- 
porate any  town  in  England,  and  quali- 
fy it  to  fend  members  tP  Parliament,  ^ 

the 
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faiSie  right  and  power  had  been  legal-    1749. 
;iven  to  all  the  Governors  in  America ;    ^7S^' 
3ieans  otVwhich,  all  the  Affemblies  in    ^75^' 
King's  governments  had  increafed  in 
mber,  as  the  Colonies  had  increafed  in 
lements.  That  any  other  ufage  in  call- 
Reprefentatives  was  wrong ;  although 
night  have  Ween  indulged,  when  the 
vince  was  under  the  fame  Governor 
h  Maflachufetts*     This  was  aril  which 
fed  befofe  the  additional  inftruftion 
le  out,  which  was  fent  through  the 
ids  of  the  Agent.     As  it  was  founded 
a  queftion  concerning  the  rights  and 
rogatives  of  the  Crown ;  he  argued  the   , 
urdity  of  fuppofing,  either  that  it  had 
n  folicitcd,  or  that  any  attempt  to  have 
withdrawn  could  be  effeflual.     His  ad- 
z  was,  that  they  fliould  fuhmit  to  it  > 
:aufe,  that  under  it,  they  would  enjoy         v 

1  fame  rights  and  privileges  with  their 
low  fubjefts  in  England,  and  in  the 
ler  Colonies;  affuring  them,  that  the 
m  reigning  Prince  had  never  difcovered 
5  Icaft  inclination  to  infringe  the  con- 
lutional  righi-s  of  any  of  his  fubjefts. 
This  advice,  however  falutary,  had  not 

2  intended  efFeft.  Inftead  of  fubmit- 
ig,  the  party  in  oppofition  to  the  Gov- 
lor,  framed  a  complaint  againft  him, 

S  2  and 


476  HISTORY   OF 

1749.   and  fast  it  ta  London^  to  be  yrdcntod  ti> 
X750.   tbeKin^.    IftfaeTcoGldfaare  pcevalcd, 
I75i»   tiidr  ne^r  mcaiiire  wocild  iurre  facen,  to 
"^^^    recoimnend  a  gcntLexrum  of  3(!a£bdiiifetts 
for  his  Ibccettoc.     This  manccuvie  came 
to  the  ears  of  ThomlizUQa  -,  but  he  wu 
uiukr  DO  neceiSty  to  exert  himiUf  on  dus 
occafioa^  for  the  perioA  to  whofe  caic 
the  addreis  was  intruffced,  oonfidermg  die 
e^TiioaL.   abfardity  of  ocRxxpIaimng  to  the  Kii^ 
againil  his  Govenior,  fora&ing  agrecahlj 
to  his  inftructions,  was  adviied  not  to 
prefent  it.    This  difappointment  vexed 
the  oppofidon  to  iiich  a  d^ree,  thatthej 
would  have  gladly  difibhred  the  govern- 
ment, and  put  themfelves  under  the  jurif- 
diction  of  Mafiachufetts,  had  it  been  in 
their  power.  But,  finding  all  their  eflforts 
ineffectual,  either  to  have  the  inftru^on 
withdrawn,   or  the  Governor  removed, 
they  ccnfoled  themfelves  with  this  thougbti 
that  it  was  '  better  to  have  two  privilege^ 
'  taken  from  them,  than  voluntarily  to 
*  give  up  one/ 

The  time  for  which  this  Aflembly  wa^ 

^^^   elected  having  expired,  a  new  one  was  call^ 

l»n-  *•      cd  in  the  fame  manner.     They  came  to^ 

gether  with  a  fpirit  of  moderation,  and  ^ 

difpofition  to  tranfaft  the  long  negledec:^ 

bufinefs.     The  members,  from  the  nev^ 

towns? -^ 
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towns,  quietly  took  their  feats.    An  unex-    1 752. 
ceptionable  Speaker  was  elefted.     A  Re-  ^!^ZII^o£ 
corder  was  appointed.     A  committee  was  Affcmbi,. 
chofen  to  fettle  the  Treafurer's  accounts, 
and  a  vote  was  paffed  for  putting  the  re^ 
imburfement  money  into  the  public  funds  Ms^uturt! 
in  England*     The  Governor's  falary  was 
augmented,    arid    all   things    went   on 
fmoQthly.  The  party  which  had#been  op- 
poled  to  the  Governor,  declined,  in  num-. 
ber  and  in  virulence :  Some  were  removed 
by  death  ;  others  were  foftened  and  relax- 
ed. A  liberal  diftribution  of  commiffions, 
civil  and  military,  was  made,  and  an  era 
of  domeftic  reconciliation  commenced. 

The  controverly  refpe6ling  Fort  Dum- 
mer,  and  the  fear  of  lofing  a  diftrift  in 
that  neighbourhood,  quickened  the  Gov- 
ernor to  make  grants  of  feveral  townfhips 
in  that  quarter,  on  both  fides  of  Connec- 
ticut river  5  chiefly  to  thofe  perfons  who 
claimed  the  fame  lands,  under  the  Mafla- 
c^hufetts  title.     The  war  being  over,  the 
^Id  inhabitants  returned  to  their  planta-^ 
ions,  and  were  flrengthened  by  additions 
p  their  number.     It  was  in  contempla- 
ion,  to  extend  the  fettlements>  farther 
^P  Connefticut  river,  to  the  rich  meadows 
^^  Cohos.     The  plan  was,  to  cut  a  road  to 
•^^t  place  i  to  lay  out  two  townfhips,  one 
S3  on 
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1752.   on  each  fide  of  the  river,  and  oppofitcto 
^"T^^   each  other;  to  ereft  fVockades,  with  lodg- 

Aikinfon's  r  1  11  •  1 

MS  letters,  mcnts  for  two  hundred  men,  m  each  town- 
(hip,  enclofing  a  fpace  of  fifteen  acres  \  in 
the  center  of  which  was  to  be  a  chadel, 
containing  the  pubUc  buildings  and  gran- 
aries, which  were  to  be  large  enough  to 
receive  all  the  inhabitants,  and  their  mov- 
able effefts,  in  cafe  of  neceflity.    As  an 
inducement  to  people  to  remove  to  this  new 
plantation  ;  they  were  to  have  Courts  of 
Judicature,  and  other  civil  privileges  a- 
mong  themfelves,  and  were  to  be  under 
ftrift  military  difcipline.  A  large  number 
of  perfons  engaged  *in  this  ehterprife  j 
and  they  were  the  rather  ftimulated  to  un- 
dertake it,  becaiife  it  was  feared,  that  the 
French,  who  had  ah'eady  begun  to  en- 
croach on  the  territory  claimed  by  the 
Britifn  Crown,  would  take  pofleflion  of 
this  valuable  trad,  if  it  fhould  be  left 
unoccupied. 
M^  i^ms       In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  a  party  was 
rlcf  w;iii'  f^nt  up  in  the  Ipring  of  1752,  to  view  the 
meadows  of  Cohos,  and  lay  out  the  pro-  y 
pofed  townfhips.     The  Indians  obferved ' 
them,  and  fufpefted  their  intentions.  The 
land  was  theirs,  and  they  knew  its  value. 
A  party  of  the  Arofaguntacook,  or  St. 
Francis  Tribe  was  deputed,  to  remonftrate 

againft 


ams. 
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flgainil  this  proceeding.  They  came  to  1752. 
the  fort  at  Number-four,  with  a  flag  of  '""^^ 
truce  5  pretending  that  they  had  not  heard 
of  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  had  been  made 
with  the  feveral  Indian  tribes.  They 
complained  to  Captain  Stevens,  of  the 
encroachment  which  was  meditating  on 
their  land ;  and  faid,  that  they  could  not 
^ow  the  Englifh  to  fettle  at  Cohos,  when 
they  owned  more  land  already  than  they 
could  improve ;  and,  that  if  this  fe  ttlement 
were  purfued,  they  (hould  think  the  Eng- 
lifh had  a  mind  for  war,  and  would  refill 
them.  This  threatening  being  commu- 
nicated to  the  Governor  of  Maffachufetts, 
arid  by  him  to  the  Governor  of  Newr- 
Hampfhire,  threw  fuchdifcouragementon 
the  projeft  that  it  was  Jaid  afide. 

The  Indians  did  not  content  themfelyes 
with  remonftrating  and  threatning.  Two  Aprii. 
of  the  fame  tribe  named^abatis  and  Chrif- 
ti,  came  to  Canterbury  5  where  they  were  ^^J'^"** 
entertained  in  a  friendly  manner  for  more 
than  a  month.  At  their  departure,  they 
forced  away  two  negroes  j  one  of  whom 
efcaped  and  returned ;  and  the  other  was 
carried  to  Crown  Poiift  and  fold  to  a 
French  officer.  A  party  of  ten  or  twelve 
of  the  fame  tribe,  commanded  by  Captain 
Mofes,  met  with  four  young  men  who 
S  4  were 
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J752.  were  hunting  on  Baker^s  riven  One  of 
^^^"^^  thele  was  John  Stark.  When  he  found 
£*h>rky*i     himfclf  fiirprifed  and  fallen  into  their 

printed  *  ^ 

coaftr.      hands,  he  called  to  his  brother  William 

Stark,  who  being  in  a  canoe,  gained  the 

tionTV  oppofite  fhore,  and  elcaped.     They  fired 

at  the  canoe  and  killed  a  young  man  who 

was  in  it.     John  received  afevere  beating 

^  from  the  Indians  for  alarming  his  brother, 

M  They  carried  him  and   his   companioiij 

m  Eaftman,  up  Connedticut  river,  through 

■  feveral  carrying  places,  and  down  theLake 

■  Memphrimagog  to  the  head  quarters  of' 
I  their  tribe.  There  they  drefled  him  in 
w          their  fineft  robes  and  adopted  him  as  a 

fon.     This  early  captivity,  from  which 
he  was  redeemed,  qualified  him  to  be  an 
expert  partifan,  in  the  fuccceding  war  j  . 
from  which  ftation,  he  afterward  rofe  to  , 
the  rank  of  Major  General  in  the  armies 
of  the  United  States.  * 

J  The  next  year  Sabatis,  with  another 

w-vw  Indian  named  Plaulawa,  came  to  Cantcr- 
lis*  aepo-  bury  5  where,  being  reproached  with  thfc 
mifcondudl:  refpefting  the  negroes,  he  and 
his  companion  behaved  in  an  infolent 
manner.  Severafperfons  treated  them  very 
freely  with  ftrong  liquor.  One  followed 
them  into  the  woods,  and  killed  them, 
and  by  the  help  of  another,  buried  them; 
'  but 


Utioni. 
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but  fb  fhalloW)  that  their  bodies  were  de*  1753* 
voured  by  beafts  of  prey,  and  their  bones  ^^-^'"^ 
lay  on  the  ground.  By  the  treaties  of 
peace,  it  had  been  ftipulated,  on  the  one 
part,  that  if  any  of  the  Indians  (liould 
commit  an  aft  of  hoftility  againft  the 
Englifli,  their  young  men  fhould  join 
with  the  Englifh  in  reducing  fuch  Indi- 
ans to  fubmilfion ;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
that  if  an  Englifhman  fhould  injure  any 
of  them,  no  private  revenge  fhould  be 
taken  5  but  application  fhould  be  made  to 
the  government  for  juflice.  In  the  au- 
tumn of  the  fame  year,  a  conference  be- 
ing held,  with  the  eaflern  Indians,  by  the 
government  of  MafTachufetts,  a  prefent 
was  made  to  the  Arofaguntacook  tribe,  ^^^^^ 
expreffive  of  an  intention  to  wipe  «ft«.'7Si* 
away  the  blood.  They  accepted  the 
prefent,  and  ratified  the  peace  which  had 
been,madein  1749. 

The  two  men  who  killed  Sabatis  and 
Plaufawa,  were  apprehended  and  brought    ,^7£4- 
to  Portfmouth.  A  bill  was  found  againfl  ms  kttcr. 
them  by  the  Grand  Juiy,  and  they  were  nor  wlnt* 
confined  in  irons,     In  the  night,   before  '*'*' 
the  day  appointed  for  their  trial,  an  arm- 
ed mob  from  the  country,  with  axes  and 
crows,  forced  the  prifon,  and  carried  them 
off  in  triumph.     A  proclamation  was  if- 

fued 


/     \ 
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'1754.  Aied,  and  a  reward  offered  by  the  Gowr^ 
nor  for  apprbhending  the  rioters ;  but  no 
difcovery  was  ^)ade,  and  the  aftion  was 
even  deemed  meritorious.  The  pext  Sxmr 
mer,  another  conference  was  held  at  Fal- 

Prints     mouth,  at  which   CommilEoners  frrai 
New-Hampihire  affifted.  TheArdfaguxi- 
tacooks  did  not  attend ;  but .  fent  a  me£> 
&ge»  purporting  that  the  bipod  wa^ 
wiped  away.    The;  Commiffiopers 
New-Hamp(hire  made  a  handiome  ^pi 
ent^  to  all  the  Indians,  who  appeal^  at 
this  conference;  which  ended  as.  ufual^^ 
fair  promifes  of  peace  and  frleij^d^up^,  J^  j 
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CHAP.      XXIL 

he  laji  French  and  Indian  war^  "which  ter- 
minated in  the  conqiiejl  of  Canada.  Con- 
troverfy  concerning  the  lands  wejinvard  of 
ConneSiictit  river. 


Printed 


3  Y  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chappelle,  in 
3  1748, *it  was,  ftipulated,  that /all 
things  ftiould  be  reftored,  on  the  foot-  t7ca"ty7 
ing  they  were  before  the  war/  The 
land  of  Cape-Breton  was  accordingly  re- 
ored  to  France;  but  the  limits  of  the 
rench  and  Englifh  territories^  on  the 
)ntinent,  were  undetermined ;  and  it  was 
le  policy  of  both  nations  to  gain  pofTef- 
on  of  important  pafTes,  to  which  each 
3d  fome '  pretenfions,  and  to  hold  them, 
II  the  limits  Ihould  be  fettled  by  Com- 
ifli oners  mutually  chofen.  Thefe  com- 
iflioners  met  at  Paris  j  but  came  to  no 
cifion.  By  the  conftrudion  of  charters 
d  grants  from  the  Crown  of  England,^ 
r  colonies  extended  indefinitely  weft- 
^l^d.  The  French  had  lettlements  in 
^nada  and  Louifiana,  and  they  meditat- 
to  join  thefe  diftant  Colonies,  by  a 
ain  of  forts  and  pofts,  from  the  St. 
^Wrence  to  the  Miffifippi  -,  and  to  extend 

the 
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the  limits  of  Canada,  as  fareaftward,asto 
command  navigation  in  the  winter,  when 
the  great  river  St.  Lawrence  is  impaffable. 
Thefe  claims  of  territory,  extending  on 
the  one  part  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  on  the 
other  from  north  to  fouth,  neceflarily  in-  • 
terfered.  The  Colonies  of  Nova-Scotia, 
New- York  and  Virginia,  were  principally 
afFe6led  by  this  interference  ;  and  the  en- 
croachments made  on  them  by  the  French, 
were  a  fubjedl  of  complaint,  both  here  and 
in  Europe, 

It  was  forefeen  that  this  controverfy 
could  not  be  decided  but  by  the  fwordj 
iyr±.  and  the  Englifh  determined  to  be  early  in 
^—^r—    their  preparations.     The  Earl  of  Holder- 
ietlcr7tnd  ncfs,  Sccrctary  of  State,  wrote  to  the  Gor- 
'p««c  «•    ernors  of  the  American  Colonies,  recom- 
mending union  for  their  mutual  protec- 
tion and  defence.     A  meeting  of  Com- 
miflioners  from  the  ColonieSj;"  at  Albany, 
having  been  appointed,  for  the  purpofe  of 
holding  a  conference  with  the  Six  Nations, 
on  the  fubjeft  of  French  encroachments, 
within  their  country ;  it  was  propofed,  by 
Governor  Shirley,  to  the  feveral  Gover- 
nors, that  the  delegates  fhould  be  inftruS- 
ed  on  the  fubjefl  of  union. 
J  At  the  place  appointed,  the  Congrefs 

was  heldi  confifting  of  delegates  from 

Maffachufetts, 
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Mallachufetts,  New-Hampfhire,  Rhode*  1754- 
Ifland,  Comiefticut,  Pennfylvania  and  '^"-^^-^ 
Maryland  j  with  the  Lieutenant  Gk)ver*-  AtkiQroa*^ 
nor  and  Council  of  New- York.  They  IT.^"^ 
took  their  rank  in  geographical  order,  be- 
ginning at  the  north.  One  member  from 
each  Colony  was  appointed  to  draw  a  plan 
of  union;  Hutchinfon  of  Mallachufetts, 
Atkinfon  of  New-Hampfhire,  Hopkins 
of  Rhode-Ifland,  Pitkih  of  Connecticut, 
Smith  of  New -York,  Franklin  of  Penn- 
fylvania, and  Tafkcr  of  Maryland.  The 
fubftance  of  the  plan  was,  that  application 
be  made,  for  an  a£l  of  Parliament,  to 
form  a  grand  Council,  confifling  of  dele- 
gates from  the  feveral  legiflative  Affem- 
blies,  fubjeft  to  the  control  of  a  Prefident- 
General,  tp  be  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
with  a  negative  voice.  That  this  Coun-* 
?il  ftiould  ena6t  general  laws  -,  apportion 
the  quotas  of  men  and  money,  to  be  raif* 
ed  by  each  Colony ;  determine  the.  build-  ^ 
ijtig of  forts;  regulate  the  operations  of 
armies  j  and  concert  all  meafures  for  the 
common  prote6lion  and  fafety.  The  del- 
egates of  Conneflicut  alone,  entered  their 
diflent  to  the  plan,  becaufe  of  the  negative 
voice  of  the  Prefident-GeneraL  It  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  this  plan,  for  the 
Union  of  the  Colonies,  was  agreed  to,  on 

the 
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1754.  th^  fourth  day  nf  July  y  exaaijr^  ^^W»}^ 

**^  twoyeai^befbitethedecknldeMof  Ail^ 
lean  independetice,  and  that'tiie^taMhi^^ofii 
Franklin appenrs in  bath.*'  *  "  '  '^ 
With  the  plan  of  unioni  a  itipttteilii^ 
tion  ^vras  made  to^the  Kitigi  of  Ihti  danii^  | 
in  which  the  Colonies  wenemtoived;  Cq[^^ 
ies;  of  both  were  hud  beforfc  .the  fevcriP 
Affemblies.  They  were  fully  fenfiM?«P 
their  danger  from  the  Freitdi  ^  Bqt  dicy. 
apprehended  greater  danger  from  ^p  ]^ 
of  union.  Its  fate  was  iingul^:  lii^ 
rge^ied  in  America/ becaufe  it  warfi^ 
pofed  to  put  too  much  po weir- jfffl 
'-  to  the  hands  of  the  King;  ahd^ 
was  rejected  in  England,  becaufe  it  iwi^ 
fuppofed  to  give  too  much  power  to  Ac 
Aflemblies  of  the  Colonies*  '  The  miriif- 
try  made  another  propofal ;  that  the  Got' 

Franklin's  cmoF,  with  onc  or  two  members  of  ite? 

00^1766.  Council,  of  each  Colony,  fhouldaffemblft* 
and  confult  for  the  common  defence,  ancf 
draw  on  the  Britifh  treafury  for  the  fuof 
expended ;  which  Ihould  be  ratfed  by? 

general' 

*  At  this  Congrefs,  a  prefent  from  the  Ciown  wu  diftributetftotfet' 
Indians.  The  Commiflioners  of  New-  HAmpflure,  Atklofoo,  WiM 
Sherburne  and  Weare,  by  diredion  of  the  Ailembty,  made  them  aiif* 
•rate  prefent.  It  is  a  cuftom  among  the  Six  Nations,  to  give  t  m AMI  V' 
their  benefactors  on  fuch  occafions.  The  name  which  they  gaveCotbl^ 
Pruvince  of  New-HampOiire  was  So-J&guax^owaHem  I  htve  ^' 
quired  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  K.irk!and,  themetnipg  of  this  name:  He  '^i 
formed  mc  that  ^oiigni fief,  agmv\  fagnax^  a  pish  5  and  #w^ 
fcAacx* 
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cieral  tax,  laid  by  Parliament,  on  the  1754. 
denies.  But  this  was  not  a  time  to  ^^--^^^ 
ilh  fuch  an  alarming  ^innovation  5  and 
ben  it  was  found  impradlicable,  the 
Iniftry  determined  to  employ  their  own 
pops,  to  fight  their  battles  in  America, 
ther  than  to  let  the  Colonifts  feel  their 
vn  ftrength,  and  be  direfted  by  their 
m  <^punfels* 

To  draw  fome  aid  however  from  the 
>lonies  was  neceffary.  Their  militia 
Lght  ferve  as  guards,  or  rangers,  or  la- 
«rs,  or  do  garrifon  duty,  or  be  em- 
Dyed  in  other  inferior  offices ;  but  Brit- 
L  troops,  commanded  by  Britifti  officers, 
aft  have  ihchonor  of  reducing  the  French 
minions  in  North  America. 
The  favage  nations  in  the  French  inte* 
1:  were  always  ready,  on  the.  firft  ap- 
arance  of  a  rupture,  to  take  up  the 
tchet.  It  was  the  policy  of  the  French 
A^ernment,  to  encourage  their  depreda- 
^iis>  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Englifh  Col-^ 
ies,  to  which  they  had  a  native  antipa- 
y.  By  this  means,  the  French  could 
=ike  their  enemies  pay  the  whole  expenfe 
a  war  5  for  all  the  fupplies,  which  they 
Forded  to  the  Indians,  were  amply  com- 
•nfated,  by  the  ranfom  of  captives.  In 
.^fe  later  wars,  therefore,  wc  find  the 

favages 
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lavages  more  dextrous  in  taking  capdveS:^ 
and  more  tender  c^  them  when  tatcn,^ 
than  in  former  wars  ;  which  welre  carried^ 
on  with  circumftances  of  greater  cruelty—- 
No  fooner  had  the  alarm  of  hofldlitics^^ 
which  commenced  between  the  Engliji* 
and  French,  in  the  weftern  part  of  Viigi-^ 
nia,  fpread  through  the  continent}  than 
the  Indians  renewed  their  attacks  on  the 
frontiers  of  New-Hampfhire.     A  party 
of  them  made  an  aflault,  on  a  family  at 
Baker's-town,    on  Pemigewaffet    river; 
where  they  killed  a  woman,  and  took  fcv- 
eral  captives.     Within  three  days  they 
killed  a  man  and  woman  at  Steven's  town 
in  the  fame  neighbourhood ;  upon  which 
the  fettlements  were  broken  up,  and  the 
people  retired  to  the  lower  towns  for  fafe- 
ty,  and  the  government  was  obliged  to 
poll:  foldiers  in  the  deferted  places.   After 
Aug.  19.    a  few  days  more,  they  broke  into  the  houfc 
of  James  Johnfon,  at  Number-four,  early 
in  the  morning,  before  any  of  the  family 
were  awake ;  and  took  him,  with  his  wife 
and  three  children,  her  filter  Miriam  Wil- 
lard,  and  two  men,  Peter  Laboree  and 
Ebenezer  Farnfworth.  The  furprifal  was 
complete  and  bloodlefs,  and  they  carried 
them  off  undifturbed.      The   next  day 
Johnfon's  wife  was  delivered  of  a  daughter, 

who 


Aag.  18. 


Council 
niautes. 


Olcott'i 
MS  letter 


NE  W.HAMPSHIRE.  289 

i^vho  from  the  circumftances  of  its  birth  1754. 
Wis  named  Captive.  -  The  Indians  halted 
one  day,  on  the  woman's  account,  and  the 
next  day  refumed  their  march  {  carrying 
her  on  a  litter,  which  they  made  for  the 
purpofe,  and  afterward  put  her  on  horfe- 
back.   On  their  march,  they  were  diftreff- 
ed  for  provifion  ;  and  killed  the  horfe  for 
food  s  the  infant  was  nouriftied,  by  fuck- 
ing pieces  of  its  flefh.     When  they  arriv- 
ed at  Montreal,  Johnfon  obtained  a  parole, 
of  two  months,  to  return  and  folicit  the 
means  of  redemption.      He  applied  to 
the  Affembly  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  af- 
ter fome  delay  obtained  one  hundred  and  u^^^  ,^^ 
fifty  pounds  fterling.     But  the  feafon  was  ^^^^^^f 
fo  far  advanced,  and  the  winter  proved  fo 
fevere,  that  he  did  not  reach  Canada  till 
the  fpring.    He  was  then  charged  with 
breaking  his  parole ;  a  great  part  of  his 
money  was  taken  from  him  by  violence ; 
and,  he  was  (hut  up  with  his  family  in 
prifon ;  where  they  took  the  fmall  pox, 
vrhich  they  happily  furvived.    After  eigh- 
teen months,  the  woman,  with  her  fifter,    ^ 
and  two  daughters,  were  fent  in  a  cartel 
flnp  to  England ;  and  thence  returned  to 
Bofton.  Johnfon  was  kept  in  prifon  three 
years ;  and  then,  with  his  fon,  returned 
and  met  his  wife  in  Bofton  s  where  he  had 
T  the 
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1754.  the  fingiilar  ill  fortune,  to  be  fufpecled 
^— ^'— '  of  defigns  unfriencfly  to  his  country,  and  ^ 
was  again  imprifoned  -,  but  no  evidence 
being  produced  againft  him,  he  was  libe- 
rated. His  eldeft  daughter  was  retained 
in  a  Canadian  nunnery. 

The  fort  and  fettlement  at  Number- 
four,  being  in  an  expofed  fituation,  requir- 
ed aflllTance  and  fupport.  It  had  been 
built  by  Mallachufetts  when  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  within  its  limits.  It  was  pro- 
jecled  by  Colonel  Stoddard,  of  Northamp- 
ton, and  was  well  fituated,  in  connexion 
with  the  other  forts,  on  the  weftern  fron- 
Ms'icuer.,  '^"^--'>  ^^  command  all  the  paths,  by  which 
the  Indians  travelled  from  Canada  toNew- 
Engkiiid.  It  was  now  evidently  in  New- 
Hainpfhire  ;  and  Shirieyj  by  advice  of  Ins 
Council,  applied  to  Wentworth,  recom- 
mending the  future  maintenance  of  that 
pod,  to  tlie  care  of  his  AfTembly ;  but  they 
did  net  think  thcmfclves  intercfted  in  its 
nreiervation,  and  refufed  to  make  any  pro' 
vifion  for  it.  The  inhabitants  made  feve- 
ral  applications  for  the  fame  purpofe  3  but 
were  uniformly  difappointed.  They  then 
made  prciTmg  rcmonllranccsto  theAffein- 
bly  of  Mailachuictts,  v/ho  fent  fokliers fo» 
the  defence  of  that  poft,  and  of  Fort  Dum- 
mcr,  till  J7 ^7  ;  v/hen  thcv  fuppoled  that 

the 
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be  commander  in  chief  of  the  King's  1754- 
3rces  would  take  them  under  his  care,  as  ^^"^^ 
oyal  garrifons.  It  was  alfo  recommended 
)  the  Affembly  of  New-Hampfhire  to 
uild  a  fort  at  Cohos  j  but  this  propofal 
let  the  fame  fate. 
The  next  fpring,  three  expeditions  were 
ndertaken  againft  the  French  forts.  One  ^jjl,' 
gainft  Fort  Duquefne,  on  the  Ohio,  was 
ondu(?ted  by  General  Braddock  ;  who 
^as  defeated  and  flain.  Another  againft 
Niagara;  by  Governor  Shirley,  which  mif- 
arried  -,  and  a  third  againft  Crown  Point, 
•y  General  Johnfon.  For  this  laft  expe- 
itif>n,  New-Hampfhire  raifed  five  hun- 
red  men,  and  put  them  under  the  corn- 
Hand  of  CoL  Jofeph  Blanchard.  The 
Jovemor  ordered  them  to  Connefticut  riv- 
r,  to  build  a  fort  at  Cohos,  fuppofmg  it 
o  be  in  their  way  to  Crown  Point.  They 
irft  marched  to  Baker's- town,  where  they 
>egan  to  build  batteaux,  and  confumecl 
ime  and  provifions  to  no  purpofe.  By 
'hirley's  advice  they  quitted  that  futile 
rnployment,  and  made  a  fatiguing  march 
hrough  the  vv'oods,  by  the  way  of  Num- 
ber-four, to  Albany.  Whilft  Johnfon  lay 
ncamped  at  Lake  George,  with  his  other 
:>rces,  hepofted  the  New-Hampfhire  regi- 
lent  at  Fort  Edward,  On' the  eighth  of 
T  2  September^ 
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September,  he  was  attacked  in  his  camp, 
by  Baron  Diefkau,*  commanding  a  body 
of  French  regular  troops,  Canadians  and 
Savages.  On  the  morning  of  that  day,  a 
fcouting  party  from  Fort  Edward  difcover- 
ed  waggons  burning  in  the  road ;  upon 
which  Captain  Nathaniel  Folfom  was  or- 
dered out,  with  eighty  of  the  New-Hamp* 
fhire  regiment,  and  forty  of  NewYctfk 
under  Capt.  McGennis.  When  they  came 
to  the  place,  they  found  the  wagg(Hiers 
and  the  cattle  dead  ;  but  no  enemy  was 
there.  Hearing  the  report  of  guns,  to- 
ward the  lake,  they  hafted  thither ;  and 
having  approached  within  two  miles,  ftmsd 
the  baggage  of  the  French  army,  under 
the  care  of  a  guard,  whom  they  attacked 
and  difperfed.  When  the  retreating  artny 
of  Dielkau  appeared,  about  four  of  the 
'nfo?ma'  clock  in  thc  afternoon,  Folfom  pofted  his 
men  among  the  trees,  and  kept  up  a  well 
direfted  fire,  till  night  -,  the  enemy  retired, 
with  great  lofs,  and  he  made  his  way  to 
the  camp,  carrying  his  own  wounded,  and 
feveral  French  prifoners,  with  many  of  the 
johnfor/s  enemy's  packs.  This  well-timed  engagc- 
printedict-  nicnt,  iu  which  but  fix  men  on  our  fide 
were  loft,  deprived  the  French  army  of 
their  ammunition  and  baggage ;  the  re- 
mains   of   which    were   brought    into 

camp 
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camp  the  next  day.     After  this,  the  regi-  1755. 
ment  of  New-Hampfhire  joined  the  army.    '•"^^^ 
The  men  were  employed  in  fcouting,  Atkinfbn't 
which  fervice  they  performed  in  a  manner  ^^^*^"' 
(o  acceptable,  that  no  other  duty  was  re- 
quired of  them.  Parties  of  them  frequent- 
ly went  within  view  of  the  French  fort  at 
Crown-Point  J  and  at  one  time  they  brought 
off  the  fcalp  of  a  French  foldier,  whom 
they  killed  near  the  gate. 

After  the  engagement  on  the  8  th  of 
September,  when  it  was  found  neceffary 
to  reinforce  the  army  -,  a  fccond  regiment, 
of  three  hundred  men,  was  raifed  in  New- 
Hainpftiire,  and  put  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Peter  Oilman.  Thefe  men  were 
as  alert,  and  indefatigable  as  their  brethren, 
though  they  had  not  opportunity  to  give 
fuch  convincing  evidence  of  it.  The  ex- 
pedition was  no  farther  purfued  ;  and  late 
in  autumn  the  forces  were  dilbanded  and 
returned  home. 

The  exertions  made  for  the  redu6lion 
cf  Crown  Point,  not  only  failed  of  their 
objeft,  but  provoked  the  Indians,  to  execute 
their  mifchievous  defigns,againfl:the  fron- 
tiers of  New-Hampfhire  ;  which  were 
wholly  uncovered,  and  expofed  to  their 
full  force.  Between  the  rivers  Connedicut 
«nd  St.  Francis,  there  is  a  fafe  and  eafy 
T  3  communication 
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1755.   communication  by  (hort  carrying-places, 
'"''        with  which  they  were  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed.    The  Indians  of  that  river,  therefore, 
made  frequent  incurfions,  and  returned 
unmolefled  with  their  prifoners  and  booty. 
At  New-Hopkinton,  they  took  a  man 
and  a  boy ;  but  perceiving  the  approach 
MS  letter,  of  a  fcoutiug  party,   they  fled  and  left 
their  captives.   At  Keene,  they  took  Ben- 
jamin Twitchel,  and  at  Walpole  they  kill- 
Daniel  Twitchel,  and  a  man  named  Flynt 
f  eiTenden^a  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  place  Coloucl  BcUows,  at  the 
MS  letter.  };^ead  of  twcuty  men,  met  with  a  party  of 
fifty  Indians ;  and  having  exchanged  Ibmc 
Ihot,  and  killed  feveral  of  .the  enemy,  he 
broke  throui^h  them  and  2:ot  into  the  toitj 
r.ot  one  man  of  his  company  being  killed 
',  or  wounded.     After  a  few  days,  thefe  In- 

dians, being  joined  by  otiiers  to  the  num- 
ber of  one  hundred  and  teventy,  aiTaiiUed 
the  garrifon  of  John  Kilburne,  in  which 
v/ere  h.irr;felfj  J^hn  Pike,  two  boys  and 
Icvsrai  xvciiiCn  ^  who  bravely  defended  the 
houfe  and  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire, 
wth  conliderable  lofs.  Pike  was  mortally 
vjouiided.  Some  of  Aefe  Indians  joined 
Dieikau  s  army,  and  \^crc  in  the  battle  at 
Lr.ke  George,  At  Number-four,  they 
killed  a  large  namber  of  cattle,  and  ciitoit 
^^iC  fiein.     Ar  Hinfiale,  they  attacked  ^ 

party, 


N  E  W-H  A  MP  SHIRE.  295 

irty,  who  were  at  work  in  the  woods ;    1755- 

Iled  John  Hardiclay  and  John  Alexan-  ^^;;Xm% 

r,  and  took  Jonathan  Colby ;  the  others  ie«cr. 

:aped  to  the  fort.     Within  a  few  days 

terward,  they  ambuftied  Caleb  Hcwe, 

ilkiah  Grout,  and  Benjamin  Gaffield,  as 

ey  were  returning  from  their  labor  in  the  ^"*^  ^^' 

Id.     Howe  was  killed  -,  Gaffield  was 

owned  in  attemping  tp  crofs  the  river  -, 

id  Grout  made  his  efcape.   The  Indians  *  ■ 

mt  dire6lly  to  Bridgman's  fort^  where 

e  families  of  thefe  unfortunate  men  i*e- 

led.     They  had  heard  the  report  of  the 

ms^  and  were  impatient  to  Icarn  the 

ufe.     By   the  found  of  feet  without, 

being  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  they 

ncluded  that  their  friends  had  returned, 

id  too  haftily  opened  the  gate  to  receive 

lem ;  when  to  their  inexpreffible  furprife, 

ey  admitted  the  favages,  and  the  three 

milies,  confifting  of  fourteen  perfons, 

ere  made  captives/^' 

After 

*  One  of  thefe,  the  w/fe  of  Caleb  Howe,  was  the  tair  captivf., 
•"hum  fuch  a  briM'unt  account  is'given  io  the  life  of  General  Put- 
4>i  publifhed  by  Col.  Hurrphreys*  She  li  itill  living  at  HInfdale, 
'  has  obliged  the  author  with  a  particular  narranve  of  her  futicrings 
1  deliveiAMce.      This  account,  drawn  up    by   the  P.ev.    Mr.  Gay,  ii   . 

long  to  be  here  inferred,  and  too  entertaining  ro  be  abridged  j  t)ut 
I  probably  be  publiflied  i»t  fome  fttturc  time,  As  to  that  p^rt  of  tbc 
'•y,  that  the  people  of  H'.nfdale  chofc  her  to  go  to  Europ'-,  as  their 
•nt  in  a  cafe  of  dlfputed  lands  *,  it  was  never  known  or  thought  of  by 
Cl  till  the  lite  of  Putnjm  appeared  in  prlr:. 

Gay's  MS  letter* 

T4 
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1756.^  Afterthedefeat  and  death  of  Braddock,^ 
Bu^    the  chief  command  of  the  operations  a- ' 
»««»":      gainil  the  enemy  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Shirley  5  who  called  another  Congrefs,  at 
New-York,  and  planned  another  expedi- 
tion agsdnft  Crown  Points  for  which  pur- 
^       pofe,  hfe  called  on  the  leveral  govcsmments 
to  rsdfe  men  and  provide  (lores.    A  n^ 
mentwas  raifed  in  New^Hampfiiire,  die 
"•*      comitnand  of  which  was  ^ven  to  CoL  Na- 
thaniel Meflerve.    They  alfo  appointed 
two   Commiffaries,   Peter   Oilman  and 
Thomas  Weftbrooke  Waldron,  who  re- 
iided  at  Albany,  to  take  care  of  the  floies, 
whilfl  the  regiment,  with  the  other  troqps, 
aflifted  in  building  forts  and  batteaux. 
July  45.    ^^  *h^  midft  of  this  campaign,   Shirley 
MS  leTur..  ^^^  fupcrfcdcd  by  the  Earl  of  Loudon ; 
but  the  fummer  paffed  away  in  fruitlcfi 
labor ;  whilfl:  the  French,  by  their  fupe- 
rior  alertnefs,  bcfieged  and  took  the  Eng- 
lifh  fort  at  Ofwego  5  and  the  regiments  of 
Shirley  and  Pepperell  who  garrifoned  it, 
were  fent  prifoners  to  France.     During 
Gay.  Sum-  ^^^  fummcr,  the  Indians  killed  Lieuten- 
cou\  M^s'  ^nt  Mofes  Willard,  and  wounded  his  fon 
ictteri.      at  Number-four ;  and  took  Jofiah  Fofter, 
with  his  wife  and  two  children,  from  Win- 
chefl:er.    They  alfo  wounded   Zebuloa 
Stebbins,  of  Hinfdale,  who,  with  Reuben 

Wright, 
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Wright,  difcovered  an  ambufti,  and  pre-  1756* 
vented  the  captivity  of  feveral  perfons  for    ^"'"^^ 
whom  the  Indians  were  lying  in  wait. 

The  foldiers  of  New-Hampftiire  were 
fo  expert,  in  every  fervice  which  required 
a^ity,  and  fo  habituated  to  fatigue  and 
danger;  that,  by  the  exprefs  defire  of  Lord  5^„'?,^ 
Loudon,  three  ranging  companies  were  *""*^ 
formed  of  them ;  who  continued  in  fervice 
during  the  winter  as  well  as  the  fummer. 
The  command  of  thefe  companies  was 
given  to  Robert  Rogers,  John  Stark,  and 
William  Stark.  They  were  eminently  ufe  - 
fill  in  fcouring  the  woods,  procuring  in- 
telligence, and  (kirmifhing  with  detached 
parties  of  the  enemy.  Thefe  companies 
were  kept  during  the  war,  in  the  pay  of 
the  Crown  5  and  after  the  peace,  the  offi- 
cers were  allowed  half  pay  on  the  Britifti 
eftablifhment. 

The  next  year,  another  Crown  Point 
expedition  was  projefted  by  Lord  Loudon.  J^^ 
The  Crown  was  at  the  expenfe  of  ftores 
and  provifions,  and  required  of  the  Colo- 
nies, to  raife,  arm,  clothe,  and  pay  their 
quotas  of  men.  Another  regiment  was 
r^ed  in  New-Hampfhire,  of  which  Mef- 
ferve  was  commander  5  who  went  to  Hali- 
fax with  part  of  his  regiment,  a  body 
^f  one  hundred  carpenters,  and  the  three 

companies 
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companies  of  Rangers,  to  fciiye  undec^Lptd ; 
Loudon,  wii^fttiLp  ptiie£.paii  of  t^  jj^,^ , 
.  ment  under' tiieiitepant"  Colii  (jo^.»«.  •■'■ 
^ordered  by  General  Webb>  who  compji^nA- 
ed  at- the  ^roflward,  ia.th^.4^feaee.<?f  1^^ 
Earl  of  LQ»<lQn,  to  jendezvous  at  Nti% . 
ber-four.  .Before  their  arrival,  a  latg?.. 
party  of  Frenqli  snjJJhdians  attackfcLffi?  v 
mills  -  in  that,  place^  an^.  took  Sampfqa 
*•     Cplefax,  David  Farnfworth  and  ThoII^^. 

MS  kttef.  Adams.    The  iphabit^nts,  hearing  tjj^^x' 
guns,  advanced  to  the  mills  j  but  fin4^;; 
the  enemy  in  force,  prudently  retreateiyV 
.    The  enemy  burnejl  the  inills  y  and  iii  tt«r,' 
retreat,  took  two  other  rneh,  Vwho.*,y?!^ 
coming  in  from  hunting/  viz.  THbiflas 
Robins  and  A  fa   SpafFord.     Farnfwprth. . 
and  Robins  returned  j  the  others  died  m 
Canada. 

GofFe  with  his  men  marched  througt 
Number-four.and  joined  General  Webb  at 
Albany;  who  pofted  them  at  fort  William 
Henry,  near  Lake  George,  under  the  com-  - 
mand  of  Col.  Munroe,  of  the  thirty-fifth 
Britifh  regiment.  The  French  General 
Montcalm,  .at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of 
Canadians  and  Indians,  with  a  train  of 

Aug.  3.     artillery,  invefted  this  fort;  and  in  fix  days, 
thegarrifon,  after  having  expended  all  their 

Aug.  9.     ammunition,  capitulated ;   on  condition, 

■  •  '     •  ■       that 
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It  they  fhould  not  ferve   againft  the    1757. 
mch  for  eighteen  months.     They  were    ^^-^'^ 
)wed  the  honors  of  war,  and  were  to  be 
3rted  by  the  French  troops  to  Fort  Ed- 
rd,  with  their  private  baggage.     The 
lians,  who  ferved  in  this  expedition,  on 
promife  of  plunder,  were  enraged  at  the 
ms  granted  to  the  garrifon;  and,  as  ^  ^^^  / 
ymarchedout  unarmed,  fell  upon  them,  ^''"^  ^'*- 
pped  them  naked,  and  murdered  all 
)  made  any  refillance.      The   New- 
npfhire  regiment  happening  to  be  in 
rear,  felt  the  chief  fury  of  the  enemy. 
.  of  two  hundred,  eighty  were  killed 
taken. 

'his  melancholy  event  threw  the  whole 
itry  into  the  deepeft  confternation. 
>b,who  remained  at  Fort  Edward,  ex- 
ing  to  be  there  attacked,fent  exprefTes  to 
rie  Provinces  for  reinforcements.  The 
ich,  however,  did  not  purfue  their  ad- 
age, but  returned  to  Canada.  A  re- 
rcement  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men 
raifcd  in  New-ITampihire,  under  the 
mand  of  Major  Thomas  Tafh;  which,  ^^  j^^^^,^ 
ke  orders  of  General  Webb,  was  fta-  °^  ^'::'^': 

*  nor  Went- 

^d  at  Number-four.     This  was  the  ^0^^^- 
time  that  the  troops  of  Nevv-Hamp- 
'  occupied  that  important  pod. 

Hitherto 
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1757.  Hitherto  the  war  had  been,  on  our  part, 
"""^^  unfuccefsful.  The  great  expenfe,  the  fre- 
quent difappointments,  the  lofs  of  men, 
of  forts,  and  of  ftores,  were  very  difcou- 
raging.  The  enemy^s  country  was  filled 
with  prifoners,  and  fcalps,  private  plunder, 
and  public  ftores  and  provifions,  which 
our  people,  as  beafts  of  burden,  had  con- 
veyed to  them.  Thefe  refle6lions  were  the 
difmal  entertainment  of  the  winter.  The 
next  fpring  called  for  frefh  exertions ;  and 
happily  for  America,  the  Britifh  miniftry 
had  been  changed,  and  the  dire6lion  of  the 
war,  in  anfwer  to  the  united  voice  of 
the  people  of  England,  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  that  decifive  ftatefman  William 
Pitt. 

In  his  circular  letter  to  the  American 

1758.  Governors,  he  affured  them 3  that  to  repair 
u-^— J     the  loffes  and  difappointments  of  the  laft 

inactive  campaign,it  was  determinedto  fend 
a  formidable  force,  to  operate  by  fea  and 
Original  1^^^'  againft  the  French  in  America ;  and 
^^-  he  called  upon  them  to  raife  '  as  large  bo- 
^  dies  of  men,  within  their  refpeflive  gov- 
*  ernments,  as  the  number  of  inhabitants 
'  might  allows'  leaving  it  to  them,  to  form 
the  regiments  and  to  appoint  officers  at  their 
difcretion.  He  informed  them  that  arms, 
ammunition,  tents,  provifions,  and  boats 

would 
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would  be  furnijQied  by  the  Crown;  and    1758. 
he  required  the  Colonies  to  levy,  clothe 
and  pay  their  men  -,  afluring  them  that  re- 
commendations would  be  made  to  Parli- 
ament *  to  grant  them  a  compenfation/ 

Notwithftanding  their  former  lofles  and 
difappointments,  the  Affembly  of  New-  ^^X^H* 
Hampfliire,  on  receiving  this  requifition,  p,'^,J',f " 
cheerfully  voted  eight  hundred  men  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year.     The  regiment 
commanded  by  Col.  John  Hart,  marched 
to  th^  weftward,  and  ferved  under  General 
Abercrombie.     A  body  of  one  hundred 
and  eight  carpenters,  under  the  conduft 
'  of  Col.  Mefferve,embarked  for  Louifbourg, 
to  ferve  at  the  fecond  fiege  of  that  for- 
trefs,  under  General  Amherft.  Unhappily 
the  fmall  pox  broke  out  among  them, 
which  difabled  them  from  lervice;  all  but  ^ri^La^* 
fixteen  were  feized  at  once,  and  thefe  at-  ^j^^^%, 
tended  the  fick.     Mefferve*  and  his  eldeft 
fon  died  of  this  fatal  diforder.     This  year 
was  remarkable  for  the  fecond  furrender 
of  Louifbourg;  the  unfortunate  attack 
on  the  lines  of  Ticonderoga,  where  Lord 

Howe 

*  Colonel  Meiferv^i  was  a  gCDtleman  of  a  fine  mechanical  genius. 
Being  a  (hipwright  by  profeflion,  he  attained  to  eminence  in  his  bufi. 
nefi,  and  acquired  a  handfome  fortune.  His  moral  and  focial  charac« 
ter  was  unblemifhed,  and,  in  the  military  line,  he  was  highly  refpedied. 
The  Earl  of  Loudon  had  fuch  a  fenfe  of  his  merit,  as  to  prefent  him 
A  piece  of  plate,  with  an  infcription,  acknowledging '  his  capacity,  fideU 
'ity,  tnd  ready  difpofition,  in  the  fervice  o{  his  country.* 

New-Ham^ fliire  Gazette,  No.  97. 
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.1 75S.    I.Tc'/;c  was  idiicd :  the  taking  o. 

"^^^     Tciiac:  by  Col.  Dradftreet,  and  - 
tion  of  fort  du  Quefne  on  ^ 
rontention  for  which,  be^ 

ill  the  courie  of  this 
continued   to    infcfl    r 
Hiiifdalo,  tilcy  killed  C 
foil,  took  his  family, 

<:.i"/..rr  v"""^^  At  Ninnber-four, ' 

bins,  and  took  hir 

and  a  foldier. 

twc 
fettjcment,  whi 

J.  a  /er  11112 

at  a  diitance 

the  enemy  fc  ^^^  ^^ 

The  next  -^S-   ^^7^ 

^  7 .^9-  ing  made  V         ^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

— ■'    Ihire  raiie       -'  rancis,  intendm 

^{^J  ^^'      rendezvous  at  the 

mandc    ^nnecTicut  river 

the  f?    -*  *^^  Enghih  pnfoiK 

pj^^y  fiox^  at  St.  Francis, 

^^     ^  Indians ;  but  thefe  lal 

Of  the  rangers,  one 

lied  i  and  fix  or  feven  wc 

[f"ln  their  retreat,  they  wei 

jft  feven  men.    They  kep 

|:,about  ten  days,  paffing  on 

|ae  of  lake  Memf  rimagog,  anc 

fcrcd.     Some  found  their  waj 

r-fouij  after  having  fufFered 
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vho,  with  the  French  General  Montcahn,    1759- 
^^as  ilain  in  the  decilive  battle.  ' — - — ' 

When  the  Britifli  arms  had  obtained  a 
aecided  fuperiority  over  the  French,  it  was 
determined  to  chaitife  the  Indians   who 
had  committed  fo  many  devaftations  on 
the  frontiers   of  New-England.     Major 
Robert  Rogers  was  diipatched  from  Crown  ^^^^'  '^^ 
Point,  by  General  Amherfl:,  with   about 
two  hundred  rangers,  to  deftroy  the  Indi- 
an village  of  St.  Francis.  After  a  fatiguing 
march  of  twenty-one  days,  he  came  with- 
in fight  of  the*  place,  which  he  difcovered 
from  the  top  of  a  tree,  and  halted  his  men 
St  the  diftance  of  three  miles.  In  the  even-  9^-5- 

N.  Hamp- 

mg,  he  entered  the  viliaee  in  dif^ruife  with  ^''^  2^^ 

^  ^  ^'  ^*  zcac,  No. 

two  of  his  officers.  The  Indians  were  ^65, 
engaged'  in  a  grand  dance,  and  he  pafled 
through  them  undifcovered.  ITaving 
formed  his  men  into  parties,  and  polled 
them  to  advantage  5  he  made  a  general  af- 
fault,  juft  before  day,  whilft  the  In- 
dians were  alleep.  They  were  fo  com- 
pletely furprifed  that  little  refiftance  could 
!>emade.  Some  were  killed  in  their  houf- 
cs;  andof  thofe  who  attempted  to  flee,  ma- 
nyvvere  (hot  or  tomahawked  by  parties 
placed  at  the  aveniies.  The  dawn  of  day 
difclofcd  a  horrid  fc^ncs  and  an  edge  was 
.  given  to  the  fury  of  the  afiailants  by  the 

fight 
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1759.  fight  of  feveral  hundred  fcalps  of  their 
countrymen,  elevated  on  poles,  and  wav- 
ing in  the  air.  This  village  had  been  en- 
riched with  the  plunder  of  the  frontiers 
and  the  fale  of  captives.  The  houfes 
were  well  fumifhed,  and  the  church  was 
adorned  with  plate.  The  fuddennefs  of 
the  attack,  and  the  fear  of  a  purfuit,  did 
not  allow  much  time  for  pillage ;  but  the 
rangers  brought  off  fuch  things  as  were 
moft  convenient  for  tranfportation ;  a- 
mong  which  were  about  two  himdred 
guineas  in  money,  a  filver  image  weigh- 
ing ten  pounds,  a  large  quantity  of 
wampum  and  clothing.  Having  fet  fire 
to  the  village,  Rogers  made  his  retreat  up 
the  river  St.  Francis,  intending  that  his 
men  fhould  rendezvous  at  the  upper  Co- 
hos,  on  Connecticut  river.  They  took 
with  them  five  Englifh  prifoners,  whom 
they  found  at  St.  Francis,  and  about 
twenty  Indians ;  but  thefe  laft  they  dif- 
miffed.  Of  the  rangers,  one  man  only 
was  killed  5  and  fix  or  feven  were  wound- 
ed. In  their  retreat,  they  were  purfued, 
and  loft  feven  men.  They  kept  in  a  body 
for  about  ten  days,  pafling  on  the  eaftem 
fide  of  lake  Memf  rimagog,  and  then  fcat- 
tered.  Some  found  their  way  to  Num- 
ber-four, after  having  fuffered  much  by 

hunger 
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hunger  and  fatigue.     Others  perifhed  in    1759. 
the  woods>  and  their  bones  were  found     '-"^^ 
near  Connetlicut  river >  by  the  people,  who 
after  feveral  years  began  plantations  at 
the  upper  Cohosk 

After  the  taking  of  Quebec,  the  remain- 
der of  the  feafon  was  too  fhort  to  Com-* 
plete  the  redu6lion  of  Canada.  The  next 
fummer  General  Amherft  made  prepara-  1760. 
tions  to  approach  Montreal,  by  three  dif- 
ferent routes ;  intending,  with  equal  pru- 
dence and  humanity,  to  finifh  the  con- 
quell,  without  the  eftufion  of  blood.  For 
the  fervice  of  this  year,  eight  hundred 
men  were  raifed  in  New-Hampfhire,  and 
put  under  the  command  of  Col.  John 
GofFe.  They  marched,  as  ufual,  to  Num- 
ber-four 5  but  ihflead  of  taking  the  old 
route  J  to  Albany,  they  cut  a  road*  through 
the  woods,  dire£^ly  toward  Crown  Point. 
In  this  work  they  made  fuch  dilpatch, 
as  to  join  that  part  of  the  army  which  juiy  31. 
Amherft  had  left  at  Crown  Point,  twelve 
days  before    their  embarkation.    They  Aug.  n. 

proceeded 

*  This  neir  road  began  at  Wentworth*s  ferry)  two  miles  above  the 
Ibrt  at  No.  4,  and  was  ctTt  26  miles ;  at  the  end  of  which,  they  foaod 
a  pafiby  made  the  year  before  ;  in  which  they  palTed  over  the  mouiitainS| 
to  Otter  Creek;  where  they  found  a  good  road,  which  led  to  Crowa 
Point.  Their  (lores  were  brought  in  waggons,  as  far  as  the  26  miles 
extended  ^  and  then  tranfported  on  horfes  over  the  mountains.  A 
drove  qf  cattle  for  the  fupply  of  the  army  went  from  No.  4,  by  this 
fMte,  to  Ctowa  Point. 

U 
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1760.  proceeded  down  the  lake,  under  the  com- 
^r^    mand  of  Col.   Haviland.     The  enemy 
?^ck-s^Ms  made  lome  refiftance  at  Ifle  au  Noix, 
which  flopped  their  progrefs  for  Ibme  days, 
and  a  few  men  were  loft  on  both  fides. 
But  this  poft  being  deferted,  the  forts  of 
St.  John  and  Chamblee  became  an  eaff 
scpu  8.     conqueft,  and  finally  Montreal  cajntulat- 
ed.     This  event  finilhed  the  campaign, 
and  crowned  Amherft  with  defervcd  lau- 
rels. 

Whilft    the     New-Hampftiire    rc^-  j 
ment  was  employed  in  cutting  the  new  j 
road;  figns  of  hovering  Indians  were  fre-  , 
quently  difcovered,  though  none  wereao-  ^ 
tually  feen.     But  they  took  the  family  of 
Jofeph  Willard,  from  Number-four,  and 
MsTeuer.  Carried  them  into  Montreal,  juft  before  it 
was  invefted  by  the  Britifh  army. 

The  conqueft  of  Canada,  gave  peace  to  ■ 
the  frontiers  of  New-Hampfhire,  aftera  , 
turbulent  fcenc  of  fifteen  years  j  in 
which,  with  very  little  intermiffion,  they 
had  been  diftrefled  by  the  enemy.  Many  , 
captives  returned  to  their  homes ;  and  \ 
friends  who  had  long  been  feparated,  em*  i 
braced  each  other  in  peace.  The  joy  was  . 
heightened  by  this  confideration,  that  the  .j 
country  of  Canada,  being  fubdued,  could  j 

no  longer  be  a  fource  of  terror  and  diftrefs. 

The 
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tht  expfehfe  of  this  war,  wa^  p^  hy    1760. 
ftpttcart&ic^.    Thdughana£tof?ar-    *-^ 
mientwas  paffed  in  1751,  prohibiting 
i  6o^frtors,  from  giving  their  afleiit  to 
|l'  of  Affettrt)^,  made  for  fach  a  jpor- 
tki   ytty  by  a  provifo,  extfaordiiiary 
Vee§sti6it6  W6re   excepted.     Governor 
Ssnfefcrortlh  w&  flow  to  take  advantage 
itbh  ptonio,  and  cottftraed  the  aft  in  a 
lie  i%kl  jfemfe  than  others ;  but  his 
fend  Shiiiky  helped  hirn  out  of  his  diffi- 
ritses%    In  f^sS  P^P^r  bills  were  iffued 
Mfcr  the  dtttiottBinalfion  of  new  tenor ;  of 
|ddhy fifteen  (hillings  were  equal  in  value 
|0ne  dollar.    Of  this  currency,  the  fol- 
irs  were  promifed  thirteen  pounds  ten 
fSAsgis  per  moftth ;  but  it  depreciated  fo 
jbcb  in  the  cdurfe  c>f  the  year,  that  in 
ioistmftcr  roils^  their  pay  was  made  up 
S  fifteen  pounds.    In  1756  there  was 
Isthifr  ectAftioti  from  the  fatne  plates. 
Id  tbc&r  pay  was  eighteen  pounds.    In  Atkinfon^f 
r57i  it  was  twenty-five  pounds.  In  f  758,  ^*^"'"- 
Ity  had  tw^ty-feven  ftiillings  fterling. 
iiihe  three  fuecfeding  years,  they  had 
Atylhiiiiwgs' fterling,  befides  a  bounty 
fcAe  time  of  their  inliftment,  equal  to 
ne  month's   pay.     At  length  fterling 
Mpntj  became  the  ftandard  of  all  con- 
;  J  and  Ihoiigh  the  paper  continued 
U  2  paffing 
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1760.   paffitig  as  a  currency,  its  value  was  n 
^"^y^    lated  by  the  price  of  filver,  and  the  co 
of  exchange. 

It  ought  to  be  remembered  as  a  fij 
favor  of  divine  Providence  j  that  du 
this  war,  the  feafons  were  fruitful, 
the  Colonies  were  able  to  fupply  their 
troops  with  provifions,  and  the  Br 
fleets  and  armies  with  refrefliments  oi 
ery  kind  which  they  needed.  No  fo 
1 76 1,  were  the  operations  of  the  war  in 
northern  Colonies  clofed,  than  two  1 
of  fcarcity  fucceeded^  (1761  and  176: 
which,  the  drought  of  fummer  was  1 
vere,  as  to  cut  fliort  the  crops,  and 
der  fupplies  from  abroad  abfolutel] 
ceflary.  Had  this  calamity  attendee 
of  the  preceding  years  of  the  war 
diftcefs  muft  have  been  extreme,  bo 
home  and  in  the  camp.  During 
drought  of  1 76 1 ,  a  fire  raged  in  the  W( 
in  the  towns  of  of  Barrington  and  B 
efter,  and  paffed  over  into  the  coun 
York,  burning  with  irrefiftable  fur 
feveral  weeks,  and  was  notextingu 
till  a  plentiful  rain  fell,  in  Auguft. 
immenfe  quantity  of  the  beft  timbei 
deftroyed  by  this  conflagration. 

For  the  fucceeding  part  of  the  ^ 
fmaller  body  of  men  was  required  tc 
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the  new  conquefts  ;  whilft  the  Brit-  j  762. 
Tctops  were  employed  in  the  Weft  In-  '—^^ 
[lands.     The  fuccefs  which  attended 

operations  in  that  quarter,  brought 
irar  to  a  conclufion  -,  and  by  the  trea- 

peace,  though  many  of  the  conquer- 
aces  were  reftored,  yet,  the  whole 
rient  of  North  America  remained  to 
Jritifli  Ci-own,  and  the  Colonies  re- 
ti  a  reimburfement  of  their  expen- 

ic  war  being  clofed,  a  large  and  valu- 
traft  of  country,  fituated  between 
-England,  New-York  and  Canada, 
bcured  to  the  Britifh  dominions  3  and 
Ssunc  the  iiltereft  of  the  Governors  of 
the  royal  Provinces  of  New-Hamp- 
■-and  New-York,  to  vie  with  each 
^*  in  granting  this  territory  and  re- 
1^  the  emoluments  arifihg  from  this 
tjve  branch  of  their  refpeftive  offices. 
feeds  of  a  controverfy  on  this  fubjeft 
ieen  already  fown.  During  the  (hort 
?  which  followed  the  preceding  war, 
tttor  Wentworth  wrote  to  Governor 
kin,  that  he  had  it  in  command  from  J^* 
Ling,  to  grant  the  unimproved  lands  ^°^-  *7. 
h  his  government  3  that  the  war  had  eouncii 
Ihted  that  progrefs,  which  he  had  h 
►  ki  this  bufinefs }  but  that  the  peace 
U  3  had 
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had  induoed  many  people,  to  appl 

^  j^   grants  in  the  \yeftern  parte  of  New^{] 

printed      Ihirc,  which  might  fall  in  tjic  i^^i^l 

Appendii,  hood  of  New-York.    He  <x>iiimQiii 

'''^'      to  him  ^  paragraph  of  h^  comm 

defcriblng  the  houiulscf  Ne  WrHamf 

^nd  recjuefted  of  him  a  deicription  ( 

hounds  of  New- York.    B^ore  he  i 

cd  any  anfwer  to  this  letter  j  Wentv 

prefuming  that  New-Hampfl^ire  m 

extend  as  far  weftward  as  Maflachu 

that  is  to  the  dif^ance  of  twenty  q|il 

from  Hudfon's  river,  granted  ?l  tow 

fix  miles  iquare,  called  Benuingtoiii 

1750.   ate  twenty-four  miles  eaft  of  Hu 

^^^^    river,  and  fix  miles  north  of  ths  1 

Maffachufetts.  Clinton  having  laid^ 

ftire  book  worth's  letter  before  the  Council  of 

ters,        York  ;  by  their  advice  anfwered  hiir 

the  Provinice  of  New-York  was  ho 

eafterly  by  Conneftieut  river.  This 

was  founded  on  a  grant  qf  King  C 

the  fecond ;  in  which,  '  all  the  land 

*  the  weft  fide  of  ^  Connedlicut  riv 

^  the  eaft  fide  of  Delaware  bay,'  wa 

veyed    to  his  brother  James,   Dd 

York ;  by  whofe  elevation  to  the  tl 

the  fame  tra£l  merged  in  the  cro^ 

England,  and  defcended  at  the  R« 

tion  to  King  William  and  his  fuW 
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The  Province  of  New- York  had  formerly    1 750. 
urged  this  claim  againft  the  Colony  of  ^'''-' 
Conne6ticut ;  but  for  prudential  reafons 
liad  conceded  that  the  bounds  of  that  Co- 
lony fhould  extend,  as  far  as  a  line  drawn 
twenty  miles  eaft  of  Hudfon's  river.   The 
like  extent  was  demanded  by  Maflachu* 
fetts ;  and,  though  New- York  affeded  to 
call  this  demand  *an  intrufion,'  and  ftren- 
uoufly  urged  their  right  to  extend  eaft- 
ward  to  Connecticut  river  -,  yet  the  origi* 
jual  grant  of  Maffachufetts,  being  prior  to 
that  of  the  Duke  of  York,  was  a  barrier 
which  could  not  eafily  be  broken.  Thefe 
jroafons,  however,  it  was  faid,  could  be  of 
no  avail  to  the  caufe  of  New-Hampfhire, 
whofe  firft  limits,  as  defcribed  in  Mafon's 
patent,  did  not  reach  to  Connecticut  river; 
and  whofe  late  extent,  by  the  fettlement 
pf  the  lines  in  1741,  was  no  farther  weft-     • 
ward  than  '  till  it  meets  with  the  King's 
*  other  governments/     Though  it  was 
agreed,  between  the  two  Governors,  to 
jfubmit  the  point  in  controverfy  to  the 
King }  yet  the  Governor  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire,  continued  to  make  grants,  on  the 
^weftem  fide  of    Conne6licut  river,   till 
J  754  J  when  the  renewal  of  hoftilities  not 
•only  put  a  ftop  to  applications  5  but  pre- 
U  4  vented 
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1754.   vented  any  determination  of  the  contro- 

^""^^^    verfy  by  the  Crown. 

During  the  war,  the  continual  paffing 
of  troops  through  thofe  lands,  caufed  the 
value  of  them  to  be  more  generally  known  5 
and,  when  by  the  conqueft  <jf  Canada, 
tranquillity  was  reftorcd,  they  wereeageriy 
fought  by  adventurers  and  fpeculators. 
Wentworth  availed  himfelf  of  this  golden 
opportunity,  and  by  advice  of  his  Coun- 
cil, ordered  a  furvey  to  be  made  of  Con- 
necticut river  for  flxty  miles,  and  three 

1 76 1,    lines  of  townfhips  on  each  fide,  to  be  laii 

tITT^  out.  As  applications  inereafed,  the  fur» 
veys  were  extended.  Townfhips  of  fir 
miles  fquare  wer«  granted  to  various  pe- 
titioners ;  and  fo  rapidly  did  this  work 
go  on,  that  during  the  year  1761,  notlefs 
than  fixty  townfhips  were  granted  on  the 
wefl,  and  eighteen  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the 
river.  Befides  the  fees  and  prcfents  for 
thefe  grants,  which  were  undefined  ;  a  re-^ 
fervation  was  made  for  the  Governor,  of 
five  hundred  acres  in  each  townfhip  5 
and  of  lots  for  public  purpofes.     Thefc 

AiVnfon's  refcrvatious  were  clear  of  all  fees  and 

MS.  ' 

1763.    charges,     The  whole  number  of  grants 

••-^^-^    on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  river,  amounted 

to  one  hundred   and   thirty-eight  j  and 

tlieir  extent  was  from  Connedlicut  river 

to 
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twenty  miles  eafV  of  the  Hudfon,  as  far    1763. 

that  river  extended  northerly  5  and  af-    ^-^^*-' 
r  that,  weft  ward  to  Lake  Champlain. 
he  rapid  progrcfs  of  thefe  grants  filled 
le  coffers  of  the  Governor.     Thofe  who 
id  obtained  the  grants  were  feeking  pur-». 
lafers  in  all  the  neighbouring  Colonies ; 
hilft  the  original  inhabitants  of  New- 
famplhire,  to  whom  thefe  lands  had  for- 
erly  been  promifed,  as  a  reward  for  their 
erit  in  defending  the  country,  were  over- 
oked  in  the  diftribution ;  unlefs  they 
*re  difpofed  to  apply  in  the  fame  man- 
r,  as  perfons  from  abroad  5  or  unlefs  j^f^^^^ 
2y  happened  to  be  in  favor.     When  re-  {i^^p^cj;' 
>nftrances  were  made  to  the  Governor  «»"  ««* 

this  fubjefl,  his  anfwer  was,  that  the 
ople  of  the  old  towns  had  been  formerly 
Complimented  with  grants  in  Chichefter, 
i^rnfted  and  Gilmantown,  which  they 
td  negleded  to  improve  3  and  that  the 
w  grantees  were  better  hufbandmen 
^d  would  promote  the  cultivation  of  the 
^evince. 

The  paffion  for  occupying  new  lands 
►le  to  a  great  height.  Thefe  trails  were 
led  with  emigrants  from  Maflachufetts 
id  Conneflicut.  Population  and  culti- 
ition  began  to  increafe  with  a  rapidity 
Ltherto  unknown ;  and  from  this  time 

may 
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J 763.    may  be  dated  the  flourilhing  ftate  of  New- 
v»^    Hampfliire  }  which  before  had  been  cir*. 
cumicribed  and  ftinted  in  its  growth,  by 
the  continual  danger  of  a  lavage  enemy. 
The  grants  on  the  weftern  fide  of  Con- 
nedicat  river,  alarmed  the  government  of 
New- York  5  who,  by  their  agent,  made 
applicatioa  to  the  Crown,  repi^fenting 
Bthan  Ai.  <  that  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage 
racivci774  *  of  the  people  fettled  on  thofe  lands,  to  be 
^*'^*  **      ^  annexed  to  New- York  \  and  fubmitting 
the  caufe  to  the  royal  dqcifion,     In  the 
Dcc^aS,    mean  time,  a  proclamation  was  iflued  by 
Lieutenant  Governor  Colden,  reciting  the 
grant  of  King  Charles  to  the  Duke  of 
York  \  afferting  the  jurifdiftion  of  New-» 
York  as  far  eaft ward  as  Connecticut  river  5 
and  enjoining  the  Sheriff  of  the  County 
of  Albany,  to  return  the  names  of  all  per- 
fons,  who,  under  color  of  theNew-Hamp-< 
Hiire  grants,  held  pofTeffion  of  lands  weft- 
1^64-    ward  of  that  river.     This  was  anfwered 
v^nr^    by  a  proclamation  of  Governor  Went- 
'^"  worth,  declaring  the  grant  to  the  Duke  of 
York  to  be  obfolete,  and  that  the  weftern 
bounds  of  New-Hampfhire  were  co-ex- 
tenfive  Vv^ith  thofe  of  Maffachufetts  and 
Connecticut  3  encouraging  the  grantees  to 
maintain  their  pofleffions,  and  cultivate 
their  lands  ^  and  commanding  civil  offi- 
cers 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE^  ji 

cers  tp  execute  the  Jaws  an4  punHh  dif-    176^^ 
twbers  of  the  pe3<:e^  ^"^"^ 

f  he  application  from  New- York  was  juiy  20, 
teferred  to  the  Board  of  Trads;  and  upon  m^!'"*^ 
their  reprefentation,  fcconded  by  a  report 
pf  a  committee  of  the  privy  council,  an 
order  was  paflfed,  by  the  King  in  Council) 
decl^ydng  ^  the  weftcra  banks  of  Connec- 
^  IticHt  river,  from  where  it  enters  the  Prov- 
*  ipce  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  as  far  north 
^  as  the  forty-^fth  degree  of  latitude,  TO 
^  BE  the  boundary  line,  between  the  two 
^  Provinces  of  New-Hamp(hire  and  New,. 

This  decree,  like  many  other  judicial 
deteruiinations,  while  it  clofed  one  contro- 
verfy,  opened  another.  The  jurifdiftion 
gf  $hp  Governpr  of  New-Hampihire,  and 
his  power  of  granting  land>  were  circum- 
f(;rib?d  by  the  weftem  bank  of  Connefti- 
<:ut  river;  but  the  grantees  of  the  foil, 
found  thejufclves  involved  in  a  difpute 
with  the  government  of  New- York.  Front 
the  words  TO  BE,  in  the  royal  declara-  ' 
tion,  two  very  oppofite  conclulions  were 
drawn.  The  government  fuppofed  them 
to  refer  to  the  time  pad,  and  conftrued 
them  as  a  declaration  that  the  river  always 
had  been  the  eaftern  limits  of  New- York ; 
iconfequently,  that  the  grants  made  by  the 

Governor 


that  the  Im^^ight  be  granted 
again.  The  grantees  underftood  the 
words  in  the  future  tenfcj  as  declaring  Con- 
necticut river  from  that  time  to  he  the 
line  of  jurifdiftion  only,  between  the  two 
provinces  ^  confequently  that  their  grants, 
being  derived  from  the  Crown j  through 
thq  medium  of  one  of  its  Governors,  were 
valid.  To  the  juriididion,  they  would 
have  quietly  fubmitted,  had  no  attempt 
been  made  to  wreft  from  them  their  pof- 
icffions.  Thefe  oppofite  opinions,  prov- 
ed a  fource  of  litigation  for  ten  fucceed- 
ing  years ;  but,  as  this  controverfy  be- 
longs to  the  hiftory  of  New-York^  it  is  dif* 
miffed,  with  one  remark  only.  That 
though  it  was  carried  on  with  a  degree  of 
virulence,  unfriendly  to  the  progrcfs  of 
civilization  and  humanity,  within  the'  dif-» 
puted  territory  j  yet  it  called  into  aiStion, 
a  fpirit  of  vigorous  felf  defence,  and  har- 
dy enterprife,  which  prepared  the  nerves 
of  that  people  for  encountering  the  dan- 
gers of  a  revolution,  more  extenfive  and 
beneficial 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXIIL 

Beginning  of  the  controverfy  with  Great^ 
Britain.  Stamp  a£i.  Re/ignation  of  Ben- 
ding Wentworth. 

FROM  the  earlieft  eftablifhment  of 
the  American  Colonies,  a  jcaloufy 
of  their  independence  had  exifted  among 
the  people  of  Great-Britain.  At  firft, 
this  apprehenfion  was  '  perhaps  no  more 
than  a  conjefture  founded  on  the  vicifli- 
tude  of  human  affairs,  or  on  their  know- 
ledge of  thofe  emigrants  who  came  away 
from  England,  difgufted  with  the  abufive 
treatment  which  they  had  endured  at  home. 
But  from  whatever  caufe  it  arofe,  it  was 
ftrengthened  by  age  5  and  the  conduct  of 
the  Britifli  government  toward  America, 
was  frequently  influenced  by  it.  In  the 
reign  of  James  the  firft,  *  fpeculative  rea- 

*  foners  raifed  obje6lions  to  the  planting 

*  of  thefe  Colonies  ;  and  foretold,  that  af- 

*  ter  draining  the  mother  country  of  in- 

*  habitants,  they  would  fhakc  off  her  yoke 

*  and  ereft  an  independent  government.' 
Some  traces  of  this  jealoufy  appeared  in 
every  fucceeding  reign,  not  excepting  that  see  voi  r . 
of  William,  whom  America,  as  well  as  *"***  ^'^* 

Britainj 
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Britain,  was  proud  to  ftyle  *  our  great 
*  deliverer/  But  it  became  moft  evident, 
and  began  to  produce  its  moft  pernicious 
efFefts,  at  a  time  when  there  was  the  leaft 
reafon  for  indulging  the  idea. 

During  tfie  adminiftration  of  Pitt,  a 
liberal  kind  of  policy  had  been  adopted 
toward  the  Colonies ;  which  being  crown- 
ed with  fuccefs,  had  attached  us*  ntott 
firmly   than  ever,   to  the   kingdom   ef 
Britain.     We  were  proud  of  our  connc3&- 
ion  with  a  nation  whofe  flag  wa^  triumph' 
int  in  every  quarter  of, the  globe  ;  and  by 
whofe  affiftance  we  had  been  delivered 
.  from  the  danger  of  .our  moft  formidabiti 
enemies,  the  Frencn  in  Canada.    The  ac- 
1760.    ceffion  of  George  the  third,  at  this  criti- 
* — " — '   cal  and  important  era,  was  celebrated  here, 
with  as  true  zeal  and  loyalty,  as  in  any 
part  of  his  dominions.     We  were  fond  of 
repeating  every  plaudit,  which  the  ardent 
afFeftion  of  the  Britifli  nation  beftowed 
on  a  young  monarch,  rifmg  to  the  throne 
of  his  anceftors,  and  profefling  to  *  glory 
*  in  the  name  of  Briton/  At  fuch  a  time, 
nothing  could  have  been  more  eafy,  than 
by  purfuing  the  fyftem  of  commercial  reg- 
ulation, 

•  Though  It  may  be  accounted  a  dcvhtion  from  the  prai»er  ftyle  of 
hiftory,  for  the  author  to  fpeak  in  the  firft  perfon ;  yet  he  hopes  to  be 
cxcufed  in  eypreiTing  the  feelings  of  an  Articrican,  wljllft  he  relates  the 
hiiloiy  of  bii  own  time,  and  his  own  country. 
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hn,  already  eftaWifhcd,  and  continu* 
the  indulgeneies  which  had  been  al-    • 
cd,  to  have  drawn  the  whole  profit  of 
labor  and  trade,  into  the  hands  of 
ifli    merchants  and    manufaftnrers. 
9  would  have  prevented  a  fpirit  of  en- 
rife-  in  the  Colonies,  and  kept  us  in 
:ompfete  ftibge6lion  and  dependence, 
^mo^  fanguine  friend  of  the  Dritifh 
on  cotrfd  have  wifhed. 
i^ehad,  among  ourfdves,  afet  of  men,        , 
►,  ambitious  of  perpetiiiating  the  rarrfc      ^  ^' 


beir  femilies,  were  privately  lecking  f,J,'^*J^t' 
eftablifhment  of  an  American  NoBrK--  *«»• 
out  of  which,  ah  intermediate  branch:  oiiveri 
sgiflatioh,  between  the  royal  a^'  de- 
ratic  powers,  fliould  "be  appointed. 
»  were  drawn,  and  prefented  \b  ifce 
iCh  miniftry,  for  new  modelling  our 
smtnents,  and  reducing  their  poweris ; 
tft  the  authority  of  Parliament  fiiouM 
emfered  abfeiute  and  imperial.  The 
tary  gentferften  of  Britain  j  who  had 
8d  here  in  the  war,  and  on  whom,  a 
rufion  of  grateful  attention  bad  been 
owed,  carried  home  reports  of  ouf 
Ith ;  wbilft  the  fons  of  our  merchants 
planters,  who  went  to  En^and  for 
r  ediicafion,  exhibited  fpeciiilcns'  of 
diigality    which,  confirmed  the  idea» 

During 
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1763.  During  the  war,  there  had  been  a  great 

^-"^^^   influx  of  money ;  and  at  the  conclufion 

of  it,  Britifh  goods  were  largely  imported  5 

by  which  means,  the  cafh  went  back  agdn 

with  a  rapid  circulation. 

In  no  age,  perhaps,  excepting  that  in 
Hiftory  of  ^hich  Rome  loft  her  liberty^  was  the  fpi- 
•u*  feT  ^^'  ^^  venality  and  corruption  fo  prevalent 
page  286.    as  at  this  time,  in  Britain.     Exhaufted  by 
a  long  war,  and  difgracedbyapeace  which 
deprived  her  of  her  moft  valuable  con- 
quefts,  the  national  fupplies  were  inade- 
quate to  the  continual  drain  of  the  cx- 
checquer.     A  new  miniftry,  raifed  on  the 
ruin  of  that  by  which  America  was  c<mh 
quered  and  fecured,  looked  to  this  coun- 
try as  a  fource  of  revenue.    But,  negleft- 
ing  the  '  principles  of  law  and  polity, 
Bernard's    which  had  bccn  early  fuggefted  to  them 
fcieeiieu    i^y  ^j^  officious  correfpondent ;    and  by 
which  they  might  have  gradually  andfi- 
lently  extended  their  fyftem  of  corrup- 
tion into  America;  they  planned  mea- 
fures  by  which  they  fuppofed  an  addition 
to  the  revenues  of  Britain  might  be  drawn 
from  America;  and  the  pretence  was, 

•  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  protefting,  de- 

*  fending  and  fecuring  it.'     The  fallacy 
of  this  pretence  was  eafily  feen.     If  we 
had  not  done  our  part  toward  the  protec- 
tion 


Ijeri. 
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tion  and  defence  of  our  country,  *w!iy  IT^J- 
twpe:  our  expenditures  reimburfcd  by  Par^ 
liament?  The  truth  is,  that  dming^  the 
whde  war,  we  had  exerted  ourlelves  b&* 
yond  our  ability ;  relying  on  a  ptomife 
fecmiia^  Secretary  of  State,  thatitfhould 
be  recommended  to  Parliament  to  make  u» 
corapenfation.  It  was  recommended  ; 
^e  compenfation  was  honorably  granted^ 
9ad  gratefully  i^eived.  Thie  idea  of 
dcawingrthat  money  from  us  again  by  taxes 
tor  repay  the  charges  of  our  former  de^- 
fence,  was  unjufl:  and  inconfiftent.  If 
the  neW'  conquefb  needed  protection  or 
^ence,  liiofe'  who  reaped  the  gsun  of 
liftdc  commerce,  or  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
gcaiits  and  offices  within  thofe  territories, 
Hii^  be  required  to  contribute  thdr  aidi 
^[(tfwitfaftancfing  this  pretext,  it  was  our 
opinion,  tJiat  thegrand  object  was  to  pro- 
taie:  for  dependents,  and  to  extend  the 
corrupt  and  venal  prmciple  of  crown  in- 
iwencey through  every  part  of  the  Britifh 
dominiona.  However  artfully  it  was 
thiown^  out,  that  the  revenue  to  be  drftwit 
fiRXB^us^  would  eafe^e  taxes  of  our  bre- 
rittfcitin  BritaiHi  OT'  diminilh  the  load  of 
m^orial  debt ;  lit  was  not  eafy  for  uis  to 
teliwcthat  tbefl^nffry  had  either  of  thefe 
iH^i  fincerely  in  contemplation.  But 
W  if 


Jit  HISTORY    OF 

1763.  if  it  had  been  ever  fo  equitable  that  wff 
^^^"^^   fhould  contribute  to  difcharge  the  debt  dP 
the  nation,  incurred  by  the  preceding  war; 
we  fuppofed  that  the  monopoly  and  con- 
trol of  our  commerce,  which  Britain  en- 
joyed, .was  a  full  equivalent  for  all  the 
advantages,  which  we  reaped  from  cor  po- 
litical connexion  with  her.  . 
,   The  fame  gazette,  which  contained  the 
Airr*G«-  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  announced  the 
.«tte,May  jnteutions  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  to  quar- 
ter troops  in  America,  and  fupport  them 
at  our  expenfe.     The  money  was  to  be 
raifed  by  a  duty  on  foreign  f  ugar  and  molaA> 
fes,  and  byftamps  on  all  papers  legal  and 
mercantile.      Thefe  intentions   were  at 
firft  thrown  out  in  the  form  of  refolvcs, 
and  afterward  digefted  into  afts  of  Parli- 
ament.    The  firft  of  thefe  a6ts,  reftrifting 
^7^4;    the  intercourfe  which  the  American  Colo- 
nies  had  enjoyed  with  the  Weft-India 
illands,  caufed  a  general  uneafinefs  and 
fufpicioH,  but  was  viewed  as  a  regulati(»i 
of  trade,  and  was  fubmitted  to,   though 
with  relu6tance.     The  efFe6l  of  this  acl 
was  to  call  forth  a  fpirit  of  frugality,  par- 
ticularly in  the  introduftion  of  a.leis  ex- 
penfive  mode  of  conducing  funerals.  Pe- 
titions and  *  remonft^-ances  were  fent  to 
England  by  fome  of  the  Colonies ;  but 

inftead 
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inftead  of  aiiy  rtdrefs,  a  new  a6l  of  Parli-  1765. 
Ament  was  iliade  for  railing  a  revenue  by  ^"^^^ 
A  general  ftamp  duty  through  all  the 
American  Colonies.  The  true  friends  of 
fconftitutional  liberty  now  faw  their  deareft 
kiterefts  in  dangeir ;  from  an  affamption 
of  power  in  the  parent  ftate  to  give  and 
grant  the  property  of  thfe  colonifts  at  their 
pleafure^  Even  thofe  who  had  been  feek- 
mg  alterations  in  the  colonial  govcrtimehts, 
iand  an  dftablifhment  of  hereditary  honors, 
plainly  faw  that  the  liiiniftry  were  defir-  ^^„^,^ 
Of&s  of  plucking  the  fruity  before  they  had  ^«J«^  »«- 
^fted  the  ftock  on  which  it  mtift  grow. 
To  render  the  new  a6l  lefs  odious  to  us, 
Ibme  of  our  fellow  citizens  were  appoint- 
ed to  diftribute  the  ftamped  paper,  which 
vtSb  prepared  in  England  and  brought 
©vef  in  bales.  *•  The  framers  of  the  aft 
boafted  that  it  was  fo  contrived  as  to  exe- 
cate  itfelf  5  becaufe  no  writing  could  be 
-deemed  legal  without  the  ftamp  5  and  all 
Wntroverfies  which  might  arife,  were  to 
bift  determined  in  the  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty, by  a  finglejudge,  entirely  dependent 
tm  the 'Crown. 

"'  This  direft  and  violent  attack  on  our 
deareft  privileges  at  firft  threw  us  into  a 
^ent  gloom ;  and  we  were  at  a  lofs  how 
to  proceed.  To  fubmit,  was  to  rivet  the 
W2  fhackles 
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C0IIIIDQ9 

ptaiftiferf  iw.  timnt  qH 
Scvnal  iJMrrha  myigm 

1m^  I  in  <me  <^  wtych  ijie  Aqocric^l^ 
fiykd  *  Sods  of  liberty/  aad  the  ^)«iMr 
ventured,  from  his  pecfonal  knowldlgi^4( 
this  country,  to  f<»€tel  our  of^fitiqs  f^ 
thea6t. 

The  fpirit  of  the  Virgiiuan  ifeibtisi 
like  an  electric  fpar]([»  diliiicd  hf^jsi 
flantly  and  miker&lly ;  and  the  ci^qtNA 
prc^poial  of  Maii&chufetts  was  gqMpHf 
approved.  The  anxious  nun4»  n^ingll 
the  bold  a£fertion  of  coniKtudcm^l  i^^ 
looked  f<Mrward  with  p]ca(iH€>  tp  ^fiv 
when  an  American  ConsBcfe  wqn^^Hjit 
in  a  fuccefsful  dofence  of  tbe^u  Tiic»#^ 
<  Sons  of  liberty,'  was  qagnriy  «ii9fMH4  W 

aflboabotf 
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affi)ci&fi(ms  in  ^very  Colony  j  detawiihing  tt^j. 
tte  carry  into  eseeatid*  the  predii^ion  ot  *-«-^ 
hiih,  wlno  with  Aieh  noble  ehergyi  had 
dpbuifed  the  caufe  ttf  our  freedt&ttiw  They 
l^i^^ab  the  oppofltion  at  Boftsn  }by  pub> 
fidyowihibitiftg  eflfigfel^  of  the  enemies  of 
America^  and  dbligirig  the  ftatttp-officer 
to  rtftgn  his  employfiicrtt.  The  pi^ular 
cOfinftOtions  in  thdt  town  were  ^fHrward 
owiied  t6  an  unjuftifiable  exeefs ;  but  the 
^niit  of  oppofitioii  animated  n^e  body  oi 
I^t:pe6|^e  in  every  Colony* 

The  perfon  appointed  diftributor  of 
ftafilps  fOT  New-Hampfliire,  was  Geoqge 
Mefierve,  fon  of  the  late  Coloiiel,  who 
iied  at  Louifbdurg.    He  received  Ms  ap> 
pointment  in  England,  and  foon- after 
tmbarkedfbr  America,  and  arrived  at  Bof- 
ttixk.    Before  he  landed,  he.  was  informed  sept.  9. 
of  the  opposition  which  was  making  to 
the  9^ ;  and  that  it  would  be  acceptable 
t6  the  people  if  he  would  r^fign,  which 
be  seac^y  did,  and  they  wekoimd  him  on 
fiiote.  .  An  exhibition  of  effigies  at  Pbrtf^ 
moutdt.hstdprepared  the  minds  of  the  peo*  **'**  "* 
|dcL  tfaisre  for  his  reception ;  Mid  at  his  ^i*-  ««• 
cofonng-  to  town  he  made  a  fecohd  refig" 
iOtdon^  on  the  parade,  before  he  went  to  his 
inmhoni^.  This  vfsis  accepted  with  the  ufu- 
d  faluitation  j  and  every  one  appeared  to  be  ''''*  *'• 
iadsfied  with  the  fucccfs  of  the  pt^ular 
W  3  meaCutts, 
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meafures.  Soon  after,  the  ftamped  paper 
deftined  for  New-Hamp(hire  arrived  at 
Bofton  in  the  fame  veflcl  with  that  in- 
tended for  Maffachufetts  ;  hut  there  being 
no  j>eifon  in  either  Province  who  had  any 
concern  vvithit,  it  was,  by  order  of  Gover- 
nor Bernard,  lodged  in  the  caftle. 

The  ftamp-;i£t  wag  to  commence  its 
operation  on  the  &rft  day  of  November; 
previpufly  to  \yhich  the  appointed  Con- 
grefs  was  forpied  at  l^ew-York^  confifting 
of  delegates  frpm  the  Aflemblies  of  Mafia- 
chufett^,  Rbode-IflandjConnefticut,  New- 
York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  Del- 
aware Counties,  Maryland  and  South- 
Carolina.  Having,  like  the  Congrcfs  at 
Albany  in  1754,  formed  tbemfelves  in 
geograpliical  order ;  they  framed  a  bill  of 
Hghts,  for  the  Colonies ;  in  which  the 
fole  power  of  taxation  was  declared  to  be 
in  their  own  affemblies.  They  prepared 
three  diftinfl  addrefies  to  the  King,  Lords 
and  Commons,  ftating  their  grievances, 
and  afking  for  redrefs.  Thefe  were  fub- 
fcribed  by  the  delegates  of  fix  Colonies; 
the  others  who  were  prefent  were  not  em* 
powered  to  fign  5  but  reported  their  pro- 
ceedings to  their  conftituents,  who  ap* 
proved  them  in  Aflembiy,  and  forwarded 
their  petitions.  No  delegates  went  from 
New-Hamplhire  to  tliis  Congrefs;  but 
I  ^W  the 
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tl^  Aiiembly  at  their  next  meeting  adoptf    1765* 
ed  tfaeiame  meafares,  land  fentfimilar  per  ^-^•'^^'^ 
titicxis  to  England,  whichith^^  committed  Airembir 
tavBariow  Tpec6thifck,^  their' agent,  and  ^*'"^'" 
Johti  -Wentworthy :  a  young  gentleman  of 
Portfmouth,  who /was  then  in  England, 
to  be  by  them  prefcnted  to  the  King  and 
Pailiament..    Thefe  /meafurcs  were  the 
iftolt  refpeft&l  and  prudent  which  could 
bedeviCbd;  and  were  attended  witli  fome 
prafpis^t  of  fuccefs  from  a  change,  which 
had /been  made  in  this  Britifh  miniftry. 
\.  Jn^tbe  mean  time,  the  newfpapers^wqre 
filled  with  efiays,  in  which  every  plea  for 
«md  againfl  the  new  duties  was.  amply  dii^ 
cuiied^      Thefe  vehicles  of  intelligence 
Yfcsa^/Aoomcd  to  be  loaded  with  a  ftampi 
and  the  printers  feli  therafelves  interfiled 
in  the  oppofition..   On  the  laft  dayipf 
OQiober,    the  NewrHampihire  Gazette 
ap|>eared  with  a  mournmg  border.    A 
tody  of  people  from  the  count  jcy  approach-^ 
edjdb^tQwn  of  Portfinouth,  under  an  ap-' 

-^cehflnApa  that  the  dObamps  wouJi  be.  dif- 
tnj>uJxd  J  but  being  met,  by  a  rkiroW 
from  the  town,  and  afiurcd  thatno,  fuch 

-  tbingiwas  fntended^  they  quietly  returned. 
3?he  next  day^  the  bells  tolled;  arid  a  fu^ 
ijfcraLproceffion.  was  made  for  the  Goddefs  not.  i. 
.ofjLiberty}  bi\t  on  depofitihg  her  in.  the 

■I /•(.'/  W4  grave^ 
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:,  fome  figns  of  life  were  fuppofed  tir 
(covered,  and  fhe  was  carried  off  in 
iph.  By  fuch  exhibitions*  the  fpirit 
e  populace  was  kept  up ;  though  the 
^  of  the  moft  thoughtful  perfons 
filled  with  anxiety* 
was  doubtful,  whether  thcCouJttsof 
could  proceed  without  itamps  *  and 


it  was  certain  th 
licentious 

m:   tit 


le  could  be  procured!] 
mt  began  to  think 
;  be  recovered,  and 
t  their  creditors  widi 
i  iirft  appearance  of 

Sy  fpi  ij  affociations  were 
a  aar  ^rtCnouth,  Exeter  and  other 
placesj  tofupporttheMagiftrates  and  pre*  ! 
ierve  the  peace*  The  fifth  of  Novembe^ 
had ^always  been  oldferv^  as  a  day^lfiJ^ 
kri^-  in  remembrance  of  the  ^pcwAiSl^ 
^ot.  On  the  foilowlng  n^bt,  aSfeU§ 
guard-was4cejptin  Portfmoittth;  Bjr£dii# 
pTdcautiiMiSy  the  tendency  to  iKt^vrasM 
fofiably  <^i€dked,  and  no  li^iafte  ^  ptrofifekf 
(m:  |)a^>i;ial  mfvdlr^w^  comtnittgrf  $  ittoq^ 
fym&  abnoxiou$fchar9£bers  begkn  tawi^ 
ble  for  theiriiafiBtyiv  i)o/  j  :  tib  txpam 
bWheti  Metfierve  acriviBd^  d»  pec^l^fopti 
pcfed  that  he  had  hrongld:  hkcoQua^Qiii 
with  himv  and  wci^  c(mtent)thiath#i6i# 
vemaia  id^ownl^^ 


^H  -- 


^^c 
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>iMd  JRf  Ids  i^  But,  m  fsiQi^  ha   1765. 

did  Mt  ffoccive  it  liH  after  tho  time  fixed  ^''"^^ 
for  the  operation  of  the  aft.  Hay-^ 
tag  fliO!!«m  his  in&raftiQCis  to  the  GtMrer'- 
Qdr,  amdiome  other  public  ofHcers^  it  was 
£v^&&i  that  he  iintianded  ^to  conunence 
^ithe-executiba  tc^  his  office/  Thefons  ,, 
tf  lihpcty  were  akrixied^  they  affcmbled  i^* 
1^  tfc^t  of  drum,  and  tAiiged  him  pub^  J*"-  5- 
Vtily  to  deliver  up  his  commiilian  and  iuw 
|bii£tioEs  ;  vhkh  they  mounted  on  the 
point  a(n  fwoni,  and  carried  in  triumph 
ti^ough  the  town.  An  oath  was  adnun-^^ 
liQiff ed .  to  him  by  Jufticc  Clagct,  purports 
iDg:.  that  he  would  neither  dire6tiy  nor  in- 
4iS^.4tftempt  to  execute  his  office.  The 
snafter  of  a  (hip,  ih«n  ready  to  .^  for 
JEilgl{ui4>  was  alfo  {wogn  to  deliver  the 
(Micket  containing  the  Gcnimiffioh  and  in4 
ftru^ipQs^  as  it  w^s  dare^Sied.  It  was  firfl: 
B^i^Sfii  to  tbie  Conjottiffioncrs  of  the 
AlUQpnoffice  in  Juondosi;  but  :^terward 
it  WP3  9nck>fed  in  a  letter  to  the  agents  of 
the  Province,  refering  the  difpofai  of  it 
to  'titjeir  diicretion.  It  happened  to  arrive, 
!when  great  exertion^  weK  making,  and  a 
ftcwgiprobability  exiftcd,  of  the  repeal  of 
dipftanifKa^  Th&s^entsthetdbrecon*- 
ceated,  the  pacbst^  smd  had  the  good  for^ 
tine  to  fu^)ref»  the  intelligence  of  all 

thefe 
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thefe  pi-Dceedings  i    that    no    inTtaticJiF 
might  cnfue  to  prevent  the  cxpcftcd  re- 
peal. * 

During  all  thefe  commotions,  Governor 
Wentwoithwas  filent.  Theminiftry,  ci- 
ther by  accident  or  defign,  had  neglected 
to  fend  authentic  copies  of  the  ftamp-a6l, 
to  fome  of  the  American  Governors,  and 
to  him  among  others.  Thei^  had  been 
no  tumults,  which  rendered  his  intcrpofi- 
tion  ^leccffary*  He  was  in  the  decline  of 
life,  and  hi?  health  was  much  impaired, 
His  fortune  was  made,  and  it  lay  chiefly 
in  his  native  country.  One  of  the  rea- 
ions  given,  for  the  removal  of  his  prede- 
celfor,  was,  that  he  had  enjoyed  his  office 
ten  years  ;  Mr.  Wentworth  had  been 
twenty^five  years  in  the  chair,  and  ex- 
pe6led  foon  to  be  fupgrfeded.  It  was 
therefore,  his  intcirefty  ii€K%0  p«if  ItfeSfttf 
forward  -in  {txpp&m  4i  ^^mip^xA&f^i^ 
fares.  .  His '  fexawple^  ^as^  foBi«i*e^i|^ 
moflj  qf  the  feAtJcmeiiiitn^di^'-Pi«**tfi^^ 
wht)  hdd^  dfficcs:  ^adcriitkct  >e»6W^^ 
any;o£  thdm  w^i^tttfiri}^^^ 

h^adi&ing  openIy)tiie  vodoe  of  tiiSS  ;ptiid|l^ 
-  ;ThBf9opi^r  fjfm^ wasiluib^^ 

lie  hKc&BPf'^t^^i^Met^ 

f-  J  All 
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AU  fcai?  of  the  confcqucnce  of  proceeding  X766  ♦ 
in  the  public  bufinefs  without  ftamps,  wa5  ^*''^*^ 
gradually  laid  afide.  The  courts  of  law, 
and  cuftom  houfes  were  kept  open, 
Newspapers  circulated,  and  licenfes  for 
marriage,  without  (lamps,  were  publicly 
advertiied.  As  it  was  uncertain,  what 
might  be  the  event  of  the  petitions  to  the 
King  and  Parliament,  it  was  thought  beft, 
to  awaken  the  attention  of  the  merchants 
and  manufadturers  of  England,  by  an  a* 
greement  to  import  no  goods,  until  the 
ilaqip-a^  fhould  be  repealed.  To  pro- 
vide for  the  worft,  an  affociation  was 
formed  by  the  *  fons  of  liberty'  in  all  the 
northern  Colonies,  to  ftand  by  each  other, 
.  and  unite  their  whole  force,  for  the  pro- 
teflon  and  relief  of  any  who  might  be 
in  dangep,  frpm  the  operation  of  this,  or 
any  other  oppreflive  ad.    The  letters  ,,^, 

1  •    t  m   t  \  f  1  •  MS  lettert 

which  paffed  between  them,  on  this  occa-  of  the  font 
iion,  are  replete  with  cxpreffions  of  loyal- 
ty and  afFeftion  to  the  King,  his  perfon, 
.family  and  authority.  Had  there  been 
any  difaflfeftion  to  the  royal  government, 
or  dcfireto  fhake  off  our  allegiance,  where 
would  the  evidence  of  it  be  more  likely  to 
be  found,  than  in  letters  which  pafled  be- 
tween  bodies  of  men,  who  were  avowedly 
endeavoring,  to  form  an  union,  to  refift 

the 


HIS  TOR 

urped  authority  of  the  Briti{h  Lo! 
Commons  ?* 

e  idea  which  we  entertained  of 
cal  connexion  with  the  Britifh 
,  was,  that  the  King  was  its  foprcmc 
;  that  every  branch  of  it  was  a  pcN 
:  State,  competent  to  its  own  intettial 
I        >non,  but  j'nhif^'^  to  the  control  and 
«  e  of  the        *   eign  3  that  taxation 

if!       orefi    nation     ere  correlative^  aiM 
i        ;  tl       10 1    rt  of  the  empire  could 
b  ts  )wn  Reprefentatives 

^  hlv.  f  )r  a  regard  to  the  gen- 
;nt(  it  was  cc  iceded>that  the  Par- 
lent  of  (  eat-B)  ain,  reprefenting  the 
firft  and  moft  powerful  branch  of  the  eifl- 
pire>  might  regulate  the  exterior  com- 
merce of  the  whole.  In  Britain,  the  A* 
mericah  ^oVferhitifettt^  Weii5.i»nfitltt*a4  ^ 
corporatiorts,  exiflirig  %  ^  |>te^ii^lf 
the  Kihg  M  Parfiarttent;  vviaii Mii 
right  to  dttt^  bir  dHTdi^^'theni-  Otti:  Bm 
^ere  ^IdJifted  bye-4a:#S  r  attdwe  ii^^fttf^ 
t>ofed  to  feci  in  aU  -Mtkdfk^^diim 

■wha  wtffcinilniinontal  of  €oildttaiilg^the  Aauf^qlii  |e^4ipafejj||['jW(i 
all  itl  ftaget ;  and  from  a  perural  of  inan)r  of  their  confidential  Iwm 
tlS^i»i»9k^6tibkSk  4eett  \9fvMyhMi6iiiiwi  tte^tkl^lr  piUH&n 
ioyUty,  made  by.bjs  countryibeo,  wcre^9c<|n.s  Juid*^4bMMiM 
ieriprned  oppofers  of  tbectaims  of^ParluAient;  were  Wry  tar  tfeiia>* 
ifisigiidiauaoi^ m  thfe  mitift iaijiie^ itiU  tft%  Jm  MMJ^Ull 
Acccifity* 
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taxaliQii>  fubjeft  to  the  fuprcme,  undefin-^  1766.. 
ed  power  of  th?  BritUh  Parliament.  Be-  ^'^^!^ 
twoeiX  daims  fo  widely  different,  there 
was  no  arbitrator  to  decide.  Temporary 
«3^mdifints^  i£  wifely  applied,  might  have 
fveierved  peace  ^  but  the  moil  delicate  and 
jvdiciQUs  management  wa$  neceiTary,  to 

piwye&t  irrkatioqi* 

Wbon  the  commotions  which  had  h^^ 
funaedin  America,  were  known  in  Eng^ 
]ia»d)»  a  circular  letter  was  written' to  the 
fefcral  govornors,  by  Secretary  Conway,  ,765!^ 
in.  whijeh  It  was  ^  'hop£d  tliat  ths  refinance 
•  to  the  authority  of  the  mother  fountry, 
iJ|K9^  Qnity  found  place  amoiiig  the  louver 
\  and  more  ignorant  of  the  people.^ 
T«  the  conftitutional  authority  (as  we 
underftood  it)  of  the  King  and  Parliament, 
thefe had  been  noreiHbance;  butto  the 
9^med  authority>  of  our  fellow  fubje^ts 
io:.  Briton,  over  our  property,  the  refift- 
9f)c«  began,  aind  was  fupported  by  the 
Fcf^e&iatatives  of  the  peopie,  in  their  Af-- 
fysMvsS!^  ThQ&  who  appeared  under  the 
OAI0§  Oti  ^  the  fonsv  of  liberty-  were  chiefly 
tff?4^(Eniei>  of  Jifputfttipu,  who  were  occa- 
fipQ^y  gifted  hf  lawyers,  dergymen, 
^^■Oithfer  petllofts:  of  literary'  abilities. 
Tile?  vrriftpgft  of;,  Sydnpy  and-I;4)ck(e  weare 
pipduqe^^  i^  ev^d^nce  of  the  juftice  of  our 

claims ; 
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J766-  claims;  andthe  arguments  which  had  ht* 
'^'^^  merly  been  iifed  in  England,  againft  the 
ufurpations  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  were 
adopted  and  repeated  byus,  in  favor  of  our 
rights  and  hber<ics.  Political  inquiries 
were  encouraged,  and  the  eyes  of  the 
people  were  opened.  Never  was  a  fenti- 
ment  more  generally  adopted^  on  the  full- 
eft  conviction,  than  that  we  could  be  con* 
ftitutionally  taxed  by  none  but  our  own 
Reprefentatives  ;  and  that  all  affumption 
bf  this  powerj  by  any  other  body  of  men, 
was  ufurpation  which  might  be  lawfully 
refifted. 

The  petitions  of  the  American  AfTem- 
blies,  enforced  by  the  agreement  for  non- 
.  importation,  and  aided  by  the  exertions 
of  the  Britifli  merchants  and  manufactur- 
ers, induced  the  new  miniftry  to  recom- 
mend to  Parliament,  a  repeal  of  the  odi- 
Manh  18.  ous  ftamp-aft-  It  was  accordingly  re* 
pealed  ;  not  on  the  true  principle  of  its 
repugnancy  to  the  rights  of  America  j 
but  on  that  of  political  expediency* 
Even  on  this  principle,  the  repeal  cauld 
be  obtained  by  no  other  means  ;  than  by 
pafTmgj  at  the  fame  time,  a  declaratory 
aft,  averting  the  right  and  power,  of  the 
Britifti  Parliament,  '  to  ^/W  America,  in 
*  all  cafes  whatfoever/  and  annulling  all 

the 
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the  rcfoliirions  of  oor  AflemblieS,  in  which    i  y66i 
they  had  claimed  the  right  of  exemption 
from  Parliamentary  taxation. 

The  rejoicings  which  were  occafioned 
by  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-aft,  in  this 
ecHintry, ,  were  extravagantly  di(propor- 
tioaed  to  the  objeft.  We  felt  a  tranfient 
relief  from  an  intolerable  burden  ^  but 
thcclaimoffovereign  power,  in  our  fellow 
fiibje€ts>  to  take  our  pi'operty,  and  abridge 
our  liberty  at  their  pleafure,  was  eftabli(h- 
cd  by.  law*  Our  only  hope  was,  that 
thq^' would  profit  by  their  recent  experi- 
ence ;  and  whilft  they  enjoyed  the  pride 
of  feeing  their  claim  cxift  on  paper,  would 
fuipend  the  exercife  of  it  in  future. 

■With  the  repealing  and  declaratory 
a^lis,  :a  circular  letter  came  from  Secretary 
C<mway ;  in  which^  *  the  lenity  and  ten- 

•  dernefs,  the  moderation  and  forbearance 
Vpf  thft'Parliament  toward  the  Colonies' 
Vfarci  celebrated  in  the. language  of  pane- 
gyr ie».  dm^  we  were.  caUed  upon,  to  fhow 
Oiir  *  jfefpeftful  gratitude  arid  cheerful 
/;p|^dien€e,'  in;  return  for  fiich  a  *  fignal 
^4ifplay  of  indulgence  and  affeftion/ 
This  letter  endpfed  a  refolution  of  Parli-? 
ttBfinti  that  thofe  perfons  who  bad  '  fuf- 

*  fereiiauy  mjyry  or  damage,'  in  confe- 
quence.of  their  affifting  to  '  execute  the 

•  late 
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£k,  ought  to  be  compenfated,  t^ 
I        ^Co^onie5,  in  whiclvfucii  injuries  were 
ftained/ 

ihtxx  Governor  Wentworth  laid  this 
:r  before  the.  Afiembly,  he  told  them 
j<o«  •J-    .      ^  picafure  and  fatisfaftion,  that  he 
d  no  requifition  of  this  kind  to  make.' 
\  reiate^jinwpffr,  applied  to  the  ASem- 
)     ^  compeniatioa  for  the 
m       |HJ         i  he  had  fuffered.  A 
y  t       ;       )ointed  to  inquire  iiu 
>un<l  or      s  petition*  reported, 
-stnatheftadfuffe      no  real  damage  cither 
^  in  perfon  or  prope  rty ;  but  that  Tvhcn 
*  any  danger  ha       een  expeOcd,  guards 
'  had  been  appointed  to  prote£l  hinL* 
Upon  this  reportj  his  petition  was  difmilT- 
ed.     He  afterward  went  to  England  and 
obtained  the  office  of  eolleSor  of  the 
the  Cuftoms- 

At  this  feffion>  the  Aflembly  prepared 
a  refpe6lful  addrefs  to  the  King  and  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  on  account  of  the 
repeal ;  which  was  fent  to  England,  at  the 
fame  time  tliat  the  ftamped  paper  and 
parchment,  which  had  been  depofited  af 
caftle  in  Bofton,  were  returned. 

Complaints  had  been  made  in  England 
againft  fome  of  the  American  Govemorsj 
and  other  public  officers,  that  exorbitant 

ftes 


\ 


1 

I 


^  h^  b)?ea  taken  for  the  paffing  of  pa*-    1766* 
its  ft>F  tend  5  and  a  proclamation  had  '"^'"^ 
»  ilTufd  by  the  Crown  and  publiftied  ^H'^q,-,^ 
tfes  Colonks,  threatning  fuch  perfons  caxew, 
:h  *  r^noval  from  office.     Governor  ^7^4. 
entwprth  was  involved  in  this  diarge. 
\  h^  alio  been  accufed  of  negligence  in 
Tc^oqding  with  the  Ring's  nrinifters  j 
informality  and  want  of  accuracy  in  hh 
LRt$  of  land;  and' of  paffing  afts  of 
[embly  refpeftingprivatc  property^with- 
t  a  fa]|)eniling  cl^Q  ^till  his  Majefty'a 
^Wfure  could  be  known/    In  his  of- 
J  of .  Suryeyor-xGcneral  he  had  been 
Hgcd  with  negkfSi:  iof  duty^  and  with 
Inlging  his  deputies  in  felling  and  waft- 
S  tj^.  JKiog'S  timber.    By  whom  thefe 
ESfdaiiits  were  made,  and  by  what  evi-^ 
nee  they  were  fupported,  I  have  not 
en  able  to  difcoveh    Certain  it  is,  that 
:ii  an  impreiEon  was  made  on  the  minds 
the  imniftry,  that  a  refolution  was  ta- 
n  po  remave  him ;  but  the  difficulties 
^ding  the  ftamp^a£t»  caufed  adelay  in 
c  appointment  of  a  fucceffor.    When. 
t  ferment  had  fubiided,  the  attention  of 
e  miniftry  was  turned  to  this  objeft* 
>HN  Wentworth,  Ion  <rfMark  Hunk- 
g  Wentworth,  and  nephew  of  the  Gov- 
nor,  was  then  in  England.     He  had  ap- 
X  peared 
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1766.  pearcd  at  Court,  as  a  joint  agent  tnth 
^-^^  Mr.  Trecothick  in  prefenting  the  petition 
of  the  Province  againfl:  tlie  ilamp^a£t. 
He  had  become  acquainted  with  feveral 
families  of  high  rank  and  of  his  own 
name,  in  Yorkfhire,  and  in  particular 
with  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  miniftry.  By  his  in- 
dulgence, Mr.  Wentworth  prevailed  to 
foften  the  rigor  of  government  againil  his 
uncle.  Inftead  of  being  cenfured  and  re- 
moved from  office,  he  was  allowed  oppor- 
tunity to  rejtgn^  and  the  appearance  of  rc- 
figning  in  favor  of  his  nephew,  who  was 
deftined  by  the  Marquis,  to  be  his  fucoei^ 
for.  Having  received  his  commiffions, 
as  Governor   of  New-Hampftiire,   and 

Auguftii.  Surveyor  of  the  King's  woods  in  North 
America,  Mr.  Wentworth  failed  from  Eng- 
land, and  arrived  at  Charleftown,  in  South- 
Carolina.  Thence  he  travelled  through 
the  continent,  rcgiftering  his  commiffion 
of  Surveyor  in  each  of  the  Colonies,  and 
was  received  at  Portfmouth,  with  every 
mark  of  refpe6l  and  afFeftion.  This  ap- 
pointment, made  by  a  popular  miniftiy, 
was  peculiarly  grateful  to  the  people  df 
New-Hampfliire,  by  whom  Mr.  Went- 
worth was  well  known  and  much  efteem- 
cd. 

In 


1767 

March, 


J«nc  13, 
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In, addition  to  what  has  been  faid,  of  1767. 
the  fuperfeded  Governor,  it  may  be  ob-    ^--^^^ 
ferved ;  that  his  natural  abilities  were  nei- 
ther brilliant  nor  contemptible*     As  a 
private  gentleman  he  was  obliging,  and 
as  a  merchant  honorable.     He  was  gene- 
rous and  hofpitable  to  his  friends  -,  but 
his  paffions  were  ftrong  and  his  refent-* 
ments  lafting*     He  was  fubje6l  to  fre-^ 
quent  and  long  continued  vifits  of  the  gout  i 
a  diftemper  -rather  unfriendly  to  the  vir* 
tue  of  patience.     In  his  deportment  there 
was  an  appearance  of  haughtinefs,  con-^ 
traced  by  his  refidence  in  Spain,  where 
he  learned  the  manners  of  the  people  of 
rank  5  as  well  as  the  maxims  of  their  gov*- 
ernment.    He  thought  it  beft  that  the 
higheft  offices,  fhould  be  filled  with  meil 
of  property ;  and  though  in  fome  inftan- 
ces  he  deviated  from  this  principle,  yet,  iii 
others,  he  adhered  to  it  fo  clofely,  as  to 
difregard  more  neceflary  qualifications. 
'     In  the  former  part  of  his  adminiftra- 
tipn,  he  was  fcrupulous  in  obeying  his 
iilftrudlions,  and  inflexible  in  maintaining 
the  prerogative*     In  conducing  the  ope- 
rations of  two  fucceflive  wars,  his  atten- 
tion to  the  fervice  was  very  confpicuous ; 
and    he    frequently  received    letters  of 
thanks,  from  the  Generals,  and  other  of- 
X  2  ficers 
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1767*  ficers  of  the  Britifli  troops  employed  m 

^"^'^    America. 

He  was  clofely  attached  to  the  intereft 
of  the  church  of  England ;  and  in  Ms 
grants  of  townftiips,  referved  a  right  for 
the  focxety  for  propagating  the  gofpel,  of 
which  he  was  a  niember.  A  prcgeft  was 
formed  during  his  adminiftration,  toeftal>— ^ 
li(h  a  college  in  New-Hampfliire.  When 
he  was  applied  to  for  a  charter,  he  dccHa- 
cd  giving  it,  unlefs  the  college  were  put 
tinder  the  direftion  of  the  Bifeop  of  Lon*  ^ 
don.  Buti  when  a  gra«t  was  made  b^ 
the  Affembly,  of  three  hundred  pounds  j 
ftcrling,  to  Harvard  College,  where  he  had 
received  his  education,  to  repair  the  de- 
ftruftion  which  it  had  fuffered  by  foe; 
he  confented  to  the  vote,  and  his  name  is 
infcribed  on  an  alcove  of  the  library,  as  a 
benefaflor,  in  conjan^ion  with  the  name 
of  the  Province. 

In  his  appointment  of  civil  and  milita- 
ry ojfficers,  he  was  frequently  governed 
by  motives  of  favor,  or  prejudice  to  par-  , 
ticular  perfons.  When  he  came,  to  the 
chair  he  found  but  twenty-five  Juftices  of 
the  Peace  in  the  whole  Province  j  but  in 
the  firft  commifllon  which  lie  iffued,  he 
nominated  as  many  in  the  town  of  Portf- 
mouth  only.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  time, 

appointments  of  this  kind  became  fo  num- 
erous 
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jrous,  and  were  fo  eafily  procured,  that  1767. 
he  office  was  rendered  contemptible.*      ' 

Notwithftanding 

*  The  following  paiquioade  was  publiihed  in  the  Portfmouth  Mer- 
My  of  0^0^  7,  J 765.  It  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  written  by  the 
^te  Judge  Parkeo  and  was  intitled 

THE.    SILVER    AGS* 

In  days  of  yore,  and  plcus  timesy 
Great  care  was  had  to  punifli  critnes  i 
When  confervators/i/zci;  fought 
To  keep  good  order  as  they  ou^ht. 
This  office  then,  was  no  ^reat  booty, 
Sitiall  were  the  fees,  though  great  the  duty. 
But  when  a  law,  the  old  reftrldlion 
Di>ck*d— >and  enlarged  the  jurlfdi&ion  ; 
^is  Worflup  had  a  right  to  hold, 
In  civil  plea,  a  pound  twice  told. 
Thepoft  was  then  thought  worth  pofieHloi^^ 
.for  *twas  attended  with  a  bleffin^* 
But  ftill,  in  after  times  it  grew 
Much  better*  as  our  ule  will  i^ew ; 
Whcn^  as  it  goes  by  common  fame, 
Two  pouodt  and  forty  were  the  fanac*    [By  depreciatlot  j 
Then  civil  fuits  began  to  thrive. 
And  claims  grown  obfoiece  revivt:. 
But  when  tlieir  Worihips,  manifold. 
Like  men  divinely  blefs*d  of  old, 
Were  bid  *  t*  increafe  and  multiply,' 
Obfequious  rofe  a  numVous  fry, 
Who,  ever  prompt,  and  ni^h  at  hand. 
Could  fcatter  jnftice  through  the  land* 
.  Then,  with  important  air  and  iook. 
The  fons  of  LyttJeton  and  Coke 
Swarming  appeared,  to  mind  the  S^uiras  ^ 
What  honors  fuch  a  poll  requires  I 
Thefe Wilful  clarks,  always  attending* 
HelpM  to  ^ifpatch  all  matters  pending  $ 
Took  caie  that  judgment  (as  it  ihould) 
Was  render*d  for  the  man  that  fued-; 
Aided  their  honors  to  indite, 
A**^  J^gt^^fif  ^b<fe  who  could  not  vfrite. 
Who  but  rouft  think  thefe,  happy  times, 
Whea  men,  adroit  to  puniih  crimes 
Were  clofe  at  band  ?  and  what  is  better. 
Made  every  little  tardy  debtor 
fulfil  his  contra^,,  and  to  boot. 
Pay  twice  his  debt  in  cofts  of  (aiU 

This  was  the  happy  iilver  age 
When  magiilrates,  profoundly  fa; e, 
0*erfpread  the  land  ;  and  made,  it  feems, 
9  Juftice  run  down  the  ftreeu  in  dreams.* 

X  3 
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1767^  i  No|^tbj9im4iiig  Come'  >  iaMee«*:  Jiv 
wkidi  a  want  xsf  fl(i^;iiaiiimiQr|-  ff^  ^ 
.cori^ieaoDS,  his^admuiiftrs^ojft- ii»ai^&P 
other  i«fpe6bi-beiKficbl^  •'^TlfiMlglitlN^'' 
V8^shighly  oJnfttred,  f6rgntn^thj1)# 
lands  of  the  Province  to  tb^  peofrfo'^i 
]Vfofl^chufett8  and  Conneftkut,  vvith 
views  of  pecuiiiary  reward}  yet,  the 
true  intereft  of  the  country  was  certsdn- 
ly  promoted  i  becau^  (he  gra|Ltees  in 
l^neral,  were  better  hufbandmen  than 
the  people  of  New-HampIbirQ. . . 

In  thofe  cafes,  where  diflatisfa^ion  apr 
peared,  it  w^s  chiefly  owing  to  the  natuiv . 
of  a  royal  govequn^t,  iniwhich  the  aijf- 
tocratic  feature  was  prominent,  and  the 
democratic  too  much  depEefled.  The 
people, of  New-Hampftiire,  though  in- 
creafmg  ir\,  numbers,  had  not  the  privi- 
lege of  an  equal  reprefentation.  The 
aim  of  moft  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who 
received  their  appointments  from  abroad, 
was  rather  to  pleafe  their  matters,  and 
fecure  the  Emoluments  of  their  oiEces, 
than  to  extend  benefits  to  the  people, 
or  condefcend  to  their  prejudices.  They 
•  did  not  feel  thier  dependence  on  theffl, 
as  the  lource  of  power;  nor  thdr  re- 
•  fponfibility  to  them  for  its  exercife.  And, 
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the  people  tliemfelves  had  not  that  juft  1767* 
idea  qjf  their  own  weight  and  importance, 
which  they  acquired,  when  the  contro- 
verfy  with  the  Britifh  government  call- 
ed up  their  attention  to  their  native, 
rights. 


X  4  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXIV. 

Admnijiratim  of  Jonw  WENtwoRTH  ibe 
ficond.  New  attempt  to  force  a  rfWfme 
from  America.  Eftablifljment  of  Dart-^ 
motith  College.  Divifion  of  the  Pronnnce 
into  Counties,  Death  of  Bx^miiGWEfiT'> 
WORTH.  Complaint  of  Peter  Livius 
againft  the  Governor.  Its  ijfue.  Progreji 
of  the  controverfy  with  Great^Britain* 
War.  Dijfolution  of  Britip  government 
in  Nei^-Hampfhire^ 

THE  genius,  as  well  as  the  intereft 
of  the  new  Governor,  led  him  to 
cultivate  the  good  will  of  the  people.  He 
was  grandlbn,  by  his  mother,  to  the  late 
agent  John  Rindge,  who  had  been  inftru- 
mental  of  eftablifhing  the  boundaries  of 
the  Province,  and  had  advanced  a  large 
fum  for  that  purpofe.  His  family,  who 
had  long  complained  of  ingratitude  and 
negleft,  were  now  amply  gratified,  not 
only  by  the  advancement  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernor, but  by  his  recommending  feveral 
pther  gentlemen,  who  were  connefted 
with  it,  to  fill  vacant  feats  at  the  Council 
board,  and  other  offices  of  government. 

Several 
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Several  gemkffien  of  other  ref pediable  fa-  i  jtf. 
milie^  who  had  been  treated  with  negleft^ 
in  the  preceding  adminiftration,  were  alfo 
taken  into  favor  \  and  a  fpirit  of  concilia- 
tion, among  thofe  who  had  formerly  been 
at  variance,  feemed  to  mark  the  beginning 
of  this  adminiftration  with  fair  omens  of 
|>eace  and  fuecefs. 

Being  in  the  jprime  of  lifej  aftive  and 
chterprifmg  in  his  difpofition,  polite  and 
eaJy  in  his  addrefs,  and  placed  in  the  chair 
)by  the  lame  minifter  who  had  procured 
^  the  repeal  of  the  fl:amp-a6l,  to  which  event 
.  his  own  agency  had  contributed  ;  Mn 
.  Wcntworth  enjoyed  a  great  ftiare  of  pop- 
War  favor ;  which  vras  much  heightened 
idien  his  condufl  was  viewed  in  contraft 
with  that  of  fome  other  Governors  in  the 
neighbouring  Provinces.  Though  bred 
9  merchant,  he  had  a  tafte  for  agriculture, 
atld  entered  vigoroufly  into  the  fpirit  of 
cultivation.  He  frequently  traverfed  the 
f orefts ;  explored  the  ground  for  new  roads ; 
and  began  a  idantation  for  himfelf  in  the 
totriifhip  bf  Wolfborougb,  on  which  he 
«^p(ended  lai'ge  fums,  and  built  anelegdnt 
hoiife*  His  ci^ample  was  influential  on 
t>lher  landholders)  who  alfo  applied  them*;* 
felVes  in  eftmeft  to  cultivate  the  wilder- 
«Kfs. 

The 
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J 76 7.      The  improvement  of  the  country  ar 
^rr-^    this  time  occupied  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
^M      pie  of  New-Hampfliire^  and  took  off  their 
^V       attention,  in  a  great  meafurc,  from  the 
^B       viewofthofe  political  difficulties,   which 
^B      were  occafioned  by  a  new  aft  of  ParHa- 
^f       ment,  laymg  duties  on  paper,  glafs,  paint- 
^^       ers*  colors,  and  tea-;  and  the  eftablUhment 
^1       of  a  board  of  Coramiffioners  for  coUefting 
^1       the  American  jeyenuCp    In  tlie  other  Co- 
^m       Ionics^  particularly  in  Maffachufetts,  thefc 
^m*       duties  had  become  a  fubjeft  of  altercation 
H        and  ferious  alarm,  being  grounded  on  the 
Ml       right  which  the  Parliament  had  afTumed    I 
r*        of  *  binding  America  in  all  cafes  whatfo-    | 
•  ever/    The  only  remedy  was  to  be  found 
in  frugality,  non-importation,  and  domef- 
tic  manufactures.     Thefe  things  were  re^   . 
$:ommended,  and,  in  fomemeaiiiDe^  com^ 
^      fdied  with  f  aid  by  means  of  thdf^  esmr* 
tions,  the  revenue  fell  fliort  o£  tbs  £mt 
^  guine  expe6lations  which  ks  adv6cst« 

had  formedi,  ^      •;  i*a 

The  popularity  of  the  GoveriKH-:o£  New* 
Ham  pfhire,  and  the  influence  of  his  fi«^ 
merous  friends  and  connexions,  who  were 
of  the  principal  families  and  the  rkheft 
merchants  in  the  Province,  pri?vep ted.  ijw  ^ 
*    adoption  of  a  non-importation  agreement  1 
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iifcPcrtfmouth,*  till  the  merchants  in  fome  1 767. 
of  thejpther  Colonies  threatned  to  with- 
hold any  mercantile  intercourfe  with  them. 
A  plan  of  the  fame  kind  was  then  (1770) 
formed ;  and  the  union  of  fo  many  Colo- 
nies, in  this  meafure,  caufed  the  manufac- 
turers in  Great-Britain  to  experience  dif- 
trefles  of  the  fame  nature  witli  thofe  occa- 
jQoned  by  the  ftamp-a6l;  and  to  •  exert 
their  influence  for  a  repeal  <^  the  new  rev- 
enue law,,  which  was  in  part  effected.  All 
the  duties,  excepting  that  on  tea,  were 
taken  off.  This  relaxation,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Atlantic,  produceji  a  relaxation 
here.  The  miniftry  in  Great-Britain  was 
frequently  changed ;  and  no  uniform  fyf- 
tern  either  of  coercion  or  lenity  was  adopted. 
The  oppofition  on  this  fide  languiflied  for 
want  of  unanimity.  The  more  candid 
among  us  were  willing  to-fuppofe  that 
Britain  would  never  lay  any  more  duties ; 
and  there  was  fome  foundation  for  this 
fuppofition,  as  far  as  letters  from  minif- 
ters  of  ftate,  and  fpeeches  front  provirstial 
:Gov,ernors  might  be  depended  on.     The 

tax 

•  «  Wc  caonot  depend  on  the  countenance  of  many  pcrfoni  of  th« 

*  firft  rank  hcrej  for  royal  commijrions  and  family  connexions  infia* 
^  cnce  the  principal  gtntlemen  among  us,  at  leaft  fc  ketpJiUnce  in  thsffc 

*  «vil  cime««     The  pref$  here  has  never  been  openly  atuckej  i  but  the 

*  printer  rtoiembcrs  what  he  once  fuffeied,   at  Boflonj  and  it  eafily 
<  kept  in  awe  by  more  private  rebukes.* 

ids  letter  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  in  Portfmouth,  to  thofo  in  Boftoa. 


HISTORY  aF 


jAaroil  of 


• 
9«pt«  30. 


tax  on  tea  was  referredT  as^  aTIaVefit  fpark 
t&rrekiitdle  the  controverfy. 

"Wfecn  the  Governor,  at  his  firft  raeet- 
itig  the  Aflcmbly>  according  to  the  cuftom 
0h  fuchoccafions,  recommended  to  them 
theeftal>lHhtt)eiitof  an  '  adequate,  honor- 
aBle  «id  permanent  falary/  they  made 
fome  hefitation,  cAi  account  of  a  report, 
'0iat  the  falaries  of  the  American  Govern* 
ors  were  to  bf^  paid  out  of  the  revenue, 
bh  bong  irffiirfid,  that  if  fuch  a  general 
dlabliSiment  fhould  take  place,  it  would 
be;To  goarded  as  to  prevent  his  receiving 
aAy  reward  frototheAffembly;  they  fram- 
ed a  TOt»,  graniMigfeven  hundred  pounds 
per  annum  during  his  ad  minift  ration  (dol- 
lars being  then  fixed  at  fix  fhilUngs.)  Th^ 
fund  appropriated  to  the  falary  Was  ^ 
excife,  and  iq  cafe  of  its  infiifficiency,  odi-^ 
er  provifion  was  made,  But  the  vote  was 
limited  with  an  exception,  ^  unlefs  provi^^ 
^  fion  fhall  be  niade  by  Parlianient.-  Whca' 
thequeftionwas  put,  theHoufewaseqjBial-' 
ly  cTivided,  and  the  Speaker,  Peter  GUman, 
turned  it  againft  a  permanent  falary^  ft  / 
was  therefore  voted  from  year  to  year,  and 
generally  amounted  to  feven  hundred 
pounds ;  befides  which  an  allowance  was 
made  for  houfe-rent,  from  fixty  or  feventy  I 
to  one  hundred  pounds.  , 

Among 
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Among  the  improvements  which,  dur-  1769. 
ing  this  adminiftration,'  were  made  in  the  ^"^^ 
Province,  one  of  the  moft  confpicuous, 
was  theeftablifliment  of  a  feminary  of  lite- 
rature. It  was  founded  on  a  projeftion  of 
Doftor  Eleazer  Wheelock,  of  Lebanon  in 
Connefticut,  for  the  removal  of  his  Indian 
charity  fchool. 

The  firft  defign  of  a  fchool  of  this  kind 
was  conceived  by  Mr.  John  Sergeant, 
Miffionary  to  the  Indians  at  Stockbridge.  ^l^^\^'\ 
A  rambling  mode  of  life,  and  9-  total  want  tbeHoutf. 
trf  letters,  were  ever  unfriendly  to  the  prop-  iTdi^ns, 
agation  of  rehgious  knowledge  among  the  *^^  * 
favages  of  America.    That  worthy  mifli- 
txroirjy  intent  on  the  bufinefs  of  his  pro- 
ifeifion,  and  having  obferved  the  prc^refs 
made  byfome  of  the  younger  Indians, 
who  refided  in  the  Englifti  families,  in        ^ 
reading  and  other  improvements,  conjceiv- 
cd  the  benevolent  idea  of  changing  their 
whole  habit  of  thinking  and  ading ;  and 
raifing  them  from  their  native  indolence 
•to  a  ftate  of  civilization  5  and  at  the  fame 
time,  by  introducing  the  Englifli  language, 
inftead  of  their  own  barren  dialeft,  to  in- 
ftil  into  their  minds  the  principles  of  mo- 
rality and  religion. 

To  accomplifh  this  defign,  he  procured 
benefaftions  from  many  well  difppfed 
perfons  both  here  and  in  England ;  and 
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.f^fU  began  a  fchoril  at  Stockbridge  ;  where  tk 
^f*^    Indian  yourh  were  to  be  maintained,  un* 
der  the  inftruclion  of  two  mafters  ;  on#J 
to  cvqrfee  their  ftudies,  and   the  oihst 
their  field  labor;  whilft  a  matron  ihould 
direct  the  female  children  in  acquiring  the 
<i74f)    arts  of  domeftic  Hfe,     Death  put  an  end   j 
to  the  labors  of  this  excellent  man  before   ' 
'  his  plan  could  be  accomplifhed,  ' 

P^This  defign  was  revived  by  Wheelock.    , 
r'f';^:\i  Having  made  forae  experiments^  he  was   ] 
^WJ<!    encouraged  to  proceed,   by  the  traftabk 
.    .•  difpofition  of  the  Indian  youths>  and  their  i 
«  '       proficiency  in  learning  ;  but  efpecially,  by 
the  numerous  benefa6tions,  which  he  re- 
whee.      ctived  from  the  friends  of  religion  and 
Is  Mria-  humanity-     Among  whichj  a  deration  of 
JofliuaMoor,  of  Mansfield,  being  the  larg- 
efV,  ill  the  infancy  of  the  inftitation^^ 
termincd  its  name  *  Moor*s  fchooK* ' 

To  increafe  the  means  of  improvetneiit 
charitable  contributions  were  folicited^l! 
different  parts  of  America,  in  Eflgliiiil' 
and  in  Scotland.  The  money  <»>i!e6^ 
in  England,  was  put  into  the  hands  oik 
Board  of  Truftees^  of  whom  the  EarfllF 
Dartmouth  was  at  the  head;  ^d  iiHii 
colleded  in  Scotland  was  committ^'itt 
the  fociety  for  promoting  chriftianfaid*- 
Icdge.  ...  -  -   '     •-  -r, 
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As  an  improvement  on  the  original  I769* 
defign,  a  number  of  Englifli  youths  were  *^^^^ 
educated  with  the  Indians,  both  in  lite- 
rary and  agricultural  exercifes  ;  that  their 
example  might  invite  the  Indians  to  the 
Ipve  of  thole  employments,  and  abate  the 
prejudice  which  they  have  univerfally  im- 
bibed, that  it  is  beneath  the  dignity  of 
man  to  delve  in  the  earth. 

As  the  number  of  fcholars  increafed, 
it  became  neceflary  to  ere£l  buildings, 
.and  extend  cultivation.  That  part  of 
the  country  in  which  the  fchool  was  firft 
placed,  being  filled  with  inhabitants,  a  re- 
moval was  contemplated.  When  this 
intention  was  publicly  known,  offers  ^ 
were  made  by  private  and  public  perfons 
in  feveral  of  the  neighboring  Colonies, 
The  wary  forefight  of  the  fbunder,  aided  * 

.by  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Truftees, 
in  England,  led  him  to  accept  an  invita- 
tion made  by  the  Governor,  and  other 
^atlemen  of  New-Hampfhire.  The 
townlhip  of  Hanover,  on  the  eaftern  bank 
of  Connedlicut  river,  was  finally  deter- 
mined on,  as  the  moft  convenient  fituation 
for  the  fchool ;  to  which  the  Governor 
annexed  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  an 
univcrfity,  which  took  the  name  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  from  its  bencfaiSlor,  the 

Earl 
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1769.  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  Of  this  univerfity, 
'-"^^  Doftor  Wheeiock  was  declared  the  found- 
er and  the  Prefident ;  with  ppwpr  to  nQm? 
inate  his  fucceflbr,  in  his  laft  wijl.  A 
Board  of  twelve  Truftees  was  conftitytedt 
with  perpetual  fucceffion  ;  and  the  coU^ 
was  endowed  with  a  large  landed  eftate^ 
confifling  of  one  whole  townftiip  (Lanr 
dafF)  befides  many  other  trafts  of  land) 
in  different  fituations,  amounting  in  the 
whole,  to  forty-four  thoufand  acres. 
One  valuable  lot,  of  five  hundred  acres, 
in  the  townfliip  of  Hanover,  given  by  die 
late  Governor,  Benning  Wentworth,  w» 
fixed  upon  as  the  fite  of  the  fchool  and 
college.  Befides  thefe  donations  of  land, 
the  amount  of  three  hundred  and  forty 
pounds  fterling,  was  fubfcribed,  to  be  paid 

f'  in   labor,  provifions,  and  materials  for 

building.  With  thefe  advantages,  and 
the  profpeQ:  of  a  rapidly  increafing  neigh- 
borhood, in  a  fertile  foil,  on  both  fides 
of  Conneclicut  river,   Do6lor  Wheeled 

1770.  removed  his  family  and  fchool  into  the 
wildernefs.  At  firft,  their  accommoda- 
tions'were  fimilar  to  thofe  of  other  fettlers, 
on  new  lands.  They  built  huts  of  green 
logs,  and  lived  in  them,  till  a  proper  edi- 
fice could  be  erecled.  The  number  of 
fcholars,  at  this  time,  was  twenty-four; 

of 
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of  which  eighteen  were  whites,  aiid  thd 
reft  ItidiartiS. 

Exl>erience  had  taught  Do£tof  Whfee^ 
lock,  that  his  Indian  youths,  however  well 
educated,  were  not  to  be  depended  on  for 
inftruftors  of  their  country  men.  Of  forty  no.T^* 
who  had  been  under  his  care,  twenty  had  *""*  *'* 
returned  to  the  vices  of  favage  life;  and 
Ibmc  whom  he  efteemed  *  fubjefls  of  di^ 

*  vine  grace,  had  not  kept  their  garments 

*  unfpotted/  It  was,  therefore,  in  hh 
view,  neceffary  that  a  greater  proportion. 
of  Englifh  youths  Ihould  be  educated,  to 
ferve  as  miffionaries,  and  overfee  the  con-* 
duftof  the  Indian  teachers.  This  was 
given  as  the  grand  reafon,  for  uniting  the 
college  with  the  Indian  fchool,  and  placing  • 
it  under  the  fame  govemment  s  though  the 
appropriations  were  diftinftly  preferved* 
That  the  general  concerns  of  the  inftitu- 
tion  might  be  better  regulatedj  and  the 
intrufion  of  vicious  perfons  within  the 
purlieus  of   the  college  prevented  j    a 

*diftri^  of  three  miles  fquare  was  put  un* 
der  its  jurifdiftion,  and  the  Prefident  was 
invefted  with  the  office  of  a  magiftrate* 
In  177 1,  a  commencement  was  held,  and 
the  firft  degrees  were  conferred,  on  four 
Y  ftudents; 
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1770.  ftudents ;  one  of  whom  was  John  Wh«^ 
lock,  the  fon  and  fucceflorof  the  foimder. 
Another  improvement  was  made  about 
the  fame  time,  by  dividing  the  Provinoe 
into  counties.  This  had  \^tn  long  ibughti 
but  could  not  be  obtained^  The  wcon- 
venience  to  which  the  p^ple  in  the  weft^ 
ern  parts  of  the  Province  were  fubjeft,  by 
reafon  of  their  diflance  from  Portfinouti^ 
where  all  the  Courts  were  held»  was  ex- 
tremely burdenfome ;  whilft  the.  oonvem* 
ence  and  emoluments  of  office  were  enjoy-r 
ed  by  gentlemen  in  that  vicinity,  Sodm 
attempts  to  divide  the  Province  ha4  been 
made  in  the  former  adminiftration ;  bat 
without  efFeft.  The  rapid  increafe  of  i»* 
habitants  for  feveral  years,  made  a  divifioo 
fo  necelTary,  that  it  had  become  one  of 
the  principal  fubjedls  of  debate,  in  the  Af- 
fembly,  from  the  time  of  the  Governor'* 
arrivaL  Several  feffions  paffed  before  all 
points  could  be  adjufted.  The  number 
of  counties,  and  the  lines  of  divifion,  were 
not  eafily  agreed  to,  and  a  pun^ilio  of 
prerogative  about  the  erefting  of  Courts, 
made  fbme  difiicuhy ;  but  it  was  finally 
determined,  that  the  number  of  counties 
Ihould  be  five  >  and  the  Courts  were  eftab* 
liihed  by  an  a6l  of  the  whole  legiflature. 
It  v/as  pafled  with  a  claufe,  fufpendingits 

operation, 
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«>peiration^  till  the  King's  pieafure  fhould  1771. 
bp  known.  The  royal  approbation  being  '— ^^^ 
^  obtaincdi  it  took  effe6i  in  1771.  The 
five  counties  were  named  by  the  Governor, 
after  fome  of  his  friends  in  England  j 
Rockingham,StrafFord,Hillfborough,Che- 
flure,andGraftoni  The  counties  of  Straf- 
ford and  Grafton  being  much  lefs  popu- 
lous^ than  the  others,  were  to  remain  an- 
nexed to  the  county  of  Rockingham,  till 
the  Governor,  by  advice  of  Council,  fhould 
declare  them  competent  to  the  exercife  of 
their  refpefUve  jurifdiftions ;  which  was 
done  in  1773. 

The  year  iyyj  was  alfo  diftinguiftied 
by  the  abolition  of  paper  currency.  Sil- 
:  i«p  and  gold  had  been  gradually  introduc- 
'  cd^  and  the  paper  had  for  feveral  years 
*  licen  called  iii  by  taxes.  The  time  limited 
^  ifor  its  exiftence  being  now  come,  it  total- 
l^rdifappeared. 

.  The  death  of  the  late  Governor  produc- 
ed conlequences  which  materially  afFefted  oa.  14. 
iiiS'ffucc^or.     This  family  had  been  for  IJJ^\  "*• 
_^  many  years  of  the  nrft  rank  m  the  Prov- 
.jaice»  and  feme  of  its  members  and  connex- 
ions had  held  the  principal  offices.    In 
iiich  a  caie,  domeilic  union  may  be  con- 
N^£dered  as  neceflary  topreferve  public  hon- 
or.   The  late  Governor,  thou^  fuperfed- 
/  Yz  ed, 
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1771.  ed,  had  been  treated  with  every  mark  of 
refpeft ;  and  having  no  children,  it  was 
expefted  that  his  fucceflor  would  be  his 
principal  heir.  A  later  will,  made  in  fe- 
vor  of  his  young  widow,  and  unknown 
till  after  his  death,  caufed  a  fudden  difap- 
pointment  -,  which,  if  it  had  evaporated 
in  private  refleftions  only,  might  have 
pafled  among  the  infirmities  incident  to 
humanity,  and  with  them  might  have 
been  configned  to  oblivion  ;  for  it  is  be- 
neath the  dignity  of  hiftory,  to  record  the 
altercations  of  families,  unlefs  they  are 
connefted  with  public  tranfaftions,  or  , 
events. 

Antiquated  claims  upon  the  late  Gover- 
nor's eftate  were  revived ;  and  law-fuit? 
were  commenced,  which  probably  would 
not  have  been  agitated,  if  the  expe6led 
difpofition  had  been  made.  But  the  moft 
alarming  effecl  of  this  unhappy  difappoint-  | 
ment  was  a  queftion,  which  the  Governor 
moved  in  Council,  *  whether  the  referva- 
*  tions  of  five  hundred  acres,  in  feveral 
'  townfhips,  made  by  the  late  Governor, 
iicion  ot-  '^  Benning  Wentworth,  in  the  charter 
the' coua.  '  grants,  conveyed  the  title  to  him  ?*  The 
Council  determined  this  queftion  in  the 
negaiive.  The  Governor  then  alked, 
whether  they  would  advife  him  to  grant 

the 
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*he  faid  trafts,  to  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  1771- 
fubjefts,  as  fhoulcf  fettle  and  cultivate  the 
fame  ?  To  this  they  gave  their  aflent. 
Seven  of  the  Counfellors  prefent  on  this 
occafion  were  the  Governor's  relations* 
The  eighth  was  Peter  Livius,  a  gentle- 
man of  foreign  extradlion,  who  entered 
lus  diffent-  He  had  for  feveral  years  ferv- 
cd  as  a  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas ;  but 
on  the  divifion  of  the  Province  into  coun- 
ties, it  was  neceffary  to  iflue  new  commif- 
fions.  Finding  himfelf  overlooked  in  the 
appointment  of  officers,  and  his  private 
aftairs  calling  him  abroad,  he  failed  for 
England,  and  there  exhibited  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  articles  of  complaint  againft  J^^' 
the  Governor  and  his  Council.  J»'y  9* 

The  firft  was,  that  the  Governor  and 
Council,  without  any  legal  procefs,  or  the  Jmpuint.' 
intervention  of  a  jury,  had  deprived  the 
grantees  under  the  Crown  of  their  lands, 
oil  fuggeftion  only  that  the  conditions 
had  not  been  fulfilled. 

The  fecond  was,  that  the  duty  paid  by 
foreign  fliipping,  commonly  called  pow- 
der money,  had  not  been  accounted  for, 
fince  the  year  1741 ;  and  that  the  Council 
had  refufed  to  join  with  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  in  an  inquiry  into  this  matter  in  the 
year  1768. 

Y3  The 


>v 


^iiij^f  The  third  was,  that  the  Governor  had 
moved  in  Council^  that  the  lands  referved 
to  the  late  Governor,  in  the  charters  of 
townfhips^  (hould  be  regranted  to  himfelf^ 
through  the  n^edium  of  another  perfon; 
and  that  the  proteft  of  the  complainant, 
againft  the  legality  of  this  proceeding, 
\vas  rejecled. 

The  fourth  was,  thatinconfequenceof 
the  oppofition,  which  he  was  in  duty 
bound  thus  to  make,  he  had  been  injori- 
oufly  treated,  and  had  received  perfonal 
abufe  from  the  Governor- 

The  fifth  was,  that  pending  an  aflion  m 
the  Common  Pleas,  brought  by  the  Gover- 
nor, thoughin  other  names,  thejudges  had 
feveral  times  been  changed,  till  a  queftion 
on  a  point  of  law  was  determined  in  favor 
pf  the  Governor. 

The  fixth  article  ftated^  that  the  com- 
plahiant  had  expeded  to  prove  feveral  of 
the  above  fafts,  by  referring  to  copies  of 
the  Council  records  in  their  Lordfhip's 
office}  but  was  furprifed  to  find  that  the 
Governor  had  difobeyed  his  inftruftioiis 
in  not  fending  them. 

The  memorial  concluded  with  a  gene- 
ral charge  of  partiality  arifing  from  the 
family  connexions  of  the  Gov^»r  ihd 

Council.  ^k\iy 
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Copies  of  this  memorial  were  fent  to    1772^ 
die  Goyernof  and  Council,  who  feparately 
prepared  and  returned  diftinft  anfwers  to 
the  feveral  articles  of  complaint. 

1*0  the  firft,  it  was  faid,  that  the  re- 
ijimption  of  grants  forfeited  by  non-com- 
pliance with  the  conditions  of  fettlement 
was  fupported  by  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney and  Solicitor  General,  given  in 
J 752  ',  that  the  invariable  ufage  in  thefe 
cafes,  had  been  to  iflue  notice  to  delinquent 
proprietors,  that  they  fhould  appear  on  a 
fct  day,  and  (hew  caufe  why  their  (hares 
.fliould  not  be  forfeited  and  regranted; 
diat  their  allegations  had  been  always 
treated  with  propj6r  refpeft,  and  that  no 
complaint  of  injuftice  had  been  made  by 
iSmy  perfons  whofe  grants  had  been  thus 
refumed. 

To  the  fecond  it  was  anfwered,  that 
the  amount  of  powder-money,  during  the 
former  adminiftration,  though  long  neg- 
lected, had  been  lately  i^ecovered;  and 
that  fihce  1768,  it  had  been  regularly  ac- 
counted for,  The  reafon  for  the  non- 
concurrence  of  the  Council,  with  the  vote 
for  inquiring  into  this  matter,  was  their 
rcfpeft  to  the  royal  prerogative,  conceiv- 
ing that  the  Houfe  had  no  concern  with 
the  matter. 

Y4  To 
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To  the  third  article,  it  was  faid,  that' 
the  late  Governor,  confcious 
ficiency  of  his  title,  had  folicited  his  fuc- 
cefior  for  grants  of  thefe  refervations, 
ich  he  had  declined  giving,  unlefs  a 
ndamus  from  the  King  could  be  pro^ 
i ;  tliat  this  uncertainty  had  prevented* 
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i  that  in  conlequence,! 
d  and  forfeited  ;  that 
ad  been  regranted  toi 
It  the  prefentGovcf'- 
x&\y  or  mdire(5lly  i^' 
denied,  th^t  th^  Gov* 
lad  ever  piuuofed  the  granting  of 
thcic  lands  to  himi  f,  through  another, 
perfon.  They  alfo  denied  that  the  diflent 
of  the  memorialift  had  been  refufed. 

The  charge  of  perfonal  abafe,  in  the 
fourth  article,  was  contradified  and  re- 
torted; but  it  was  conceded,  .that:. the 
Gov^r^or  h^d  tpld  him  that  MsireafQna^0J 
diffent  were  not  founded  intoi^  .^  ir:o^ 
In  anfwer  to  the  fifth  ^tkliB^iitvifjil 
acknQw!iedged,that  the  a<5tiGtfiwaslan>ij^ 
for  tfec  Governor's  benefit  y  but:  that  any 
unfair  means  wer^  ufed  to  iii^Uf^we^  w$ 
Court  was  denied.  This  denial  wiis  «)r- 
roborated  by  thedepofitionsctf  tj^^Jtri^ 
tihemfelves,  and  of  thcAttcmicf^v^ii^ 
^Qiic^rned  in  the  fuit.    It  was#(d^to«fl 
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that  the  judgment  of  the  Court  on  the    1772. 
queftion  of  law,  was  of  no  moment,  being    ^"'^^ 
reyerfed  by  the  Superior  Court,  before 
which  the  caufe  was  carried  by  appeal. 

To  the  fixth  article,  it  was  anfwered, 
that  the  Governor  haddiredled  the  Secre- 
tary to  funrifh  him  with  copies  of  all  the 
public  tranfaftions  which  had  ufually 
been  fent  to  England,  and  that  he  had  re- 
gularly tranfmitted  them.  But  it  appear- 
ed from  the  affidavit  of  the  Secretary,  that 
jn  June  1760,  the  late  Governor  had  or- 
dered him  not  to  tranfcribe  the  minutes 
of  the  Council,  when  fitting  without 
the  Affembly,  unlefs  fpecially  dire6led ; 
and  fince  that  time  it  had  been  ufual  to 
fend  the  journal  of  the  Council  when  fit- 
ting as  a.Houfe  of  Affembly,  and  not  a? 
a  Council  of  State. 

Jn  fine,  the  Council  denied  that  they 
had  ever  a6led,  in  their  public  capacity, 
from  any  private  or  family  intereft ;  but  af- 
fertcd,  that  they  had  frequently  given  their 
judgment  direflly  againft  it;  and  they 
concluded  with  very  fcvere  refleftions  on 
the  compl^nant. 

With  thefe  anfwers,  were  tranfmitted  a    1773. 
great  number  of  depofitions,  from  perfons  ^^l[^^^^^ 
of  all  ranks  and  profeffions,  teftifying  in 
fyvor  of  the  Governor,    Thefe  being  laid 

before 
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i773»   befbce  tiic  I^rds  of  Trade,  and  the  raemc 
j^^;^    riMltil.beihg  besrd  In  reply,  the  Board  re^ 
I^Jjg^  prefented  to  the  King,  that  the  complaint' 
9gam(l:  the  Governor '  had  been  fully  veri* 
iScd/    At  the  (kine  time  they  thought  it 
their,  duty  to  reprefent,  *that  the  reports    , 

*  which  they  fa^ received,  through  differ» 

*  enl  ch^hnelSi  of  the  fituation  of  afFairj 
Vwthin  Ncw-Hampftiire,  did  all  concur 
■*  in  reprefendng  the  colony  to  have  bcen> 
^  Bntzp  Mr,  Wcntworth's  appointment,  in 
*a  ftate  of  pe^Cc  and  profperity  ;  that  it$ 
^  cbmnacrce  had  been  extended,  and  the 
^  niimber  of  its  inhabitants  increafed  ^ 

*  and  that  every  attempt  made  to  excite 

*  the  people  to  diforder  and  dUbhedience, 

*  had  been,  by  the  firm  and  temperate  coQ"? 

*  duft  of  Mr.  Wentworth;^  fupprefjed  and 

*  reftrained.* 
When  the  caufe  was  rehe^d  before  J 

committee  of  the  Privy  Coimcil,  it  was 
obferved  by  the  Governor's  advocate,  thil  , 

*  peace,  profperity  and  obedieiice,  wereiiot 

*  compatible  with  oppreflionahd  injufticc; 

*  and  that  however  the  Lords  of  Trade  had 

*  in  the  beginning  of  their  report  condemn-? 

*  ed  the  Governor,  they  had^  by  the  praifo 

*  beftowed  upon  him,  in  the  end  contra-? 
|d3:£ted  themfelves/ 

TTw 
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The  Lor4s  of  the  committee  reported  1773» 
to  the  King  in  Council,  their  judgment  j,";;^^^ 
Upon  feveral  articles  of  the  complaint,  in  P'j^tcdie^ 
fubftance  qs  follows- 

*  That  by  the  law  of  England,  when 
lands  were  granted,  ppon  condition,  the 
breach  of  that  condition  muft  be  found 
l>y  ^  jury  under  a  commiflion  from  the 
p)urt  of  Chancery  s  but  that  no  fuch 
Court  exifted  in  New-Hamplhire ;  and 
though  the  general  rule  was  that  the  law 
pf  England  extended  to  the  Colonies,  yet 
^t  miift  be  underftood  to  mean,  fuch  part 
pf  the  law  as  is  adapted  to  the  ftate  and 
ponftitution  of  them.  That  though  the 
Oovernof  had  rcfumed  and  regranted  lands, 
yet  there  wjis  no  evidence  that  fuch  re- 
fumptions  had  been  made  without  proof 
or  public  notoriety,  that  the  conditions 
pf  former  grants  had  not  been  complied 
with  J  an4  tjiat  no  complaint  had  been 
inade  by  any  perfori  fuppofed  to  be  injured. 
That  it  had  not  been  proved  that  refump- 
tions  had  been  made  without  notice  to  the 
proprietors  5  and  it  had  not  even  been  fug- 
gefted,  in  cafes  where  time  had  been  al- 
lowed, that  grants  were  refumed  before 
the  expiration  of  it.  That  the  lands 
granted  to  the  late  Governor  were  granted 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  which  was  fuffi- 

cient 
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cient  to  convey  a  title;  aiid  that  theCouncl 
was  miftaken  in  thinking  otherwife.  That 
the  Governor,  by  their  advice,  did  lefume 
andregrant  feveral  trads  of  land  which  had 
been  granted  to  the  late  Governor ;  but 
it  had  not  been  proved  that  the  faid  lands 
were  regranted  in  truftforhimfelf ;  and  in 
many  inftances  fuch  lands  were  regranted 


to  different  inn 
and  benefit  \  ana 
widow  had  not  c 
by  fuch  refumi 
have  been  the  co 
ftanding  Juftice 


^s  for  their  own  ufe 
the  late  Governor's 
ainedof  any  injury, 
That  it  appeared  to 
t  pra6iice  when  any 
C^ourt  was  interefted^ 


in  a  fuit,  for  a  Iptv  il  Juftice  to  be  ap- 
pointed ;  that  other  caufes  were  depending 
at  the  fame  Inferior  Court  of  Commoa 
Pleas,  in  which  the  ftanding  Juftices  were 
inteiefted,  and  there  was  no  proof  that 
fpecial  Juftices  were  appointed  on  account 
of  that  particular  caufe  in  which  the  Gov- 
enor  was  concerned  \  but  jtj^^t.  tlic;  c?mi|* 
miffion  was  folicited  iii  j^q  ;  cq 
form  \  and  that  the  defendant  hi^ni^  ]^ 
teftified  that  he  had  ho  p^e8:k>n  to^ffic 
commiflion  or  to  the  fpecial  Juftices.  y^x^ 
refpefl;  to  the  tranfmiflion  of  the  I'ecsotdj 
of  Council,  it  was  their  opinion  that  % 
might  be  proper  to  revive  tha.t  praftice,  ii 
it  had  been  conduced  previoufly  toth« 

year 
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year  1760.    But  upon  the  whole,  they    1773,. 
fubmitted  their  judgment  that  there  *  was  * — "    ' 

*  no  foundation  for  any  cenfure  upon  the 

*  faid  Governor,  for  any  of  the  charges 

*  contained  in  the  complaint,  and  that 

*  the  general  conduft  of  his  adminiftration 

*  had  tended  greatly  to  the  peace  and 

*  profperity  of  the  faid  Province/ 

This  report  was  approved  by  the  King  q^^^,  ^ 
in  Council,  and  the  complaint  was  dif- 
miffed.  But  the  Governor  was  ftri6Wy 
enjoined,  to  tranfmit  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  authentic  copies  of  the  journals  of 
of  the  Council,  as  a  Council  of  State. 

In  this  controverfy  Mr.  Livius  met 
with  great  fupport,  from  the  intereft  of 
thofe  who  wiftied  to  difplace  the  Gover- 
ner ;  and  they  became  fo  deeply  engaged 
to  him,  as  to  procure  for  him  an  appoint- 
ment to  be  the  Chief  Juftice  of  New- 
Hampfhire;  but,  upon  more  mature 
ccmfideration,  this  w^s  thought  too  likely 
to  produce  difcord  and  confufion,  and  he 
obtained  an  appointment  to  a  more  lucra- 
tive office  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

When  the  final  iffue  of  the  complaint 

was  known  in  New-Hampfhire,  a  general 

•iatisfaftidri  appeared  among  the  people. 

At  the  next  feflion  of  the  Affembly,  the 

Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  prefented  to  the 

Governor, 
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•  Governor,  an  adcidrcfs  of  congratulatiolii 
in  the  name  of  their  conftituents ;  and  the 
citizens  of  Portfmouth  gave  a  fplendid 
ball,  to  which  the  Governor  and  both 
Houfes  of  AlTembly  were  invited. 

Hitherto  the  Governor  had  preferved 

^  his  popularity  >  and  the  people,  in  general, 
were  fatisfied  with  hia  admmifVr^tion. 
But,  the  obligati  which  lay  on  him  to 
fupport  the  clain  '  Britain^  and  aid  the 
plans  of  her  min  >  rendered  his  fitua* 
tiou  extremely  dclj  te,  and  his  populari- 
ty very  precar  The  controverfy  be- 
tween Britaia  ?  Colonies  was  draw* 
ing  to  a  crifis*  he  refervation  of  the 
duty  on  tea,  the  Parliament  infifted  on  it 
as  their  rights  to  tax  their  American  bra- 
thren  without  their  confent ;  and  the  A- 
mericans,  by  withholding  the  importation 
of  tea  from  Britain,  made  ufe  of  the  only 
peaceable  mode,  in  their  power,  effectual- 
ly to  oppofe  that  claim.  The  revenue 
failed ,  and  the  warehoules  of  the  Eaft  India 
company  were  filled  with  an  unlaleable 
commodity.  The  miniftry  and  the  com- 
panyj  thus  feverely  difappointedj  formed 
a  plan^  by  which  it  was  cxpefted,  that  the 
one  would  enforce  their  claim>  and  the 
other  ftcure  tlieir  traffic. 

It 
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It  was  therefore  enafted  in  Parliament, 
that  the  duty  on  the  exportation  of  tea, 
from  Britain,  fhould  be  taken  ofF^  and 
the  Eaft  India  company  be  enabkd  to  fend 
tea,  on  their  own  account,  to  America, 
fyi^tQ,  to  a  duty  only  of  three  pence  on 
the. pounds  by  which  means  it  would 
come  to  us,  cheaper  than  before,  or  than 
k  could  be  procured  by  illicit  trade. 

This  meafure  caufcd  a  general  alarm, 

through  the  Colonies;  and  united  the 

iotereft  of  the  merchants,  with  the  views 

of  the  politicians,  and  the  general  fenfe  of 

•liberty  in  the  people*    The  trading  towns 

jKt  the  example,  which  the  others  follow- 

x4,  of  paffing  refolves,  not  to  permit  tea, 

/  ir^hted  by  the  Eaft  India  company,  to 

hfi  landed  or  fold.     Thefe  refolutions 

'  sisere  effe^al.    In  ibme  places  the  con- 

-/lignees  were  obliged  to  relinquiih  their 

\apppintments,  and  the  tea  was  returned 

r^U^^         In  other  places  it  was  depofit- 

Vifi  in  ftores,  till  it  could  be  reftiipped.    In 

ppOLOXXi  where  the  obftinacy  of  Governor 

Ij^u^chinfbn  drove  the  people  to  defpera- 

tsoo^it  wfts.deftroyed.    In  New-Hamp- 

iJure,  the  prudence  of  Governor  Went- 

worth,  the  vigilance  of  the  magiftrate? 

and  the  firmneis  of  the  people  were  com- 

bjUied,  and  the  Jiateful  commodity  was 

N  fent 
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'  Way  without  any  damage^  and  with 
little  tumult, 

be  firft  cargo  of  te?i,  confifting  of 
hty- feven  chefts,  was  landed  and  ftor- 
at  the  cuftom  houfcj  before  any  people 
Id  affemble  to  obftrud  it,     A  town 
:ring  was  called,  and  a  propofal  Y^as 
made  to  Mr,  Parry,  the  confignee,  to  re- 
Ihip  it ;  To  this  he  confentcd-     A  guard 
was  appointed  by  order  of  the  town,  to 
watch  the  cuftom  houfe.  The  tea  having 
been  entered,  it  was  neceflfary  that  the 
duty  fhould  be  paid;  which  was  done 
openly,  by  the  confignee*    The  Gover- 
nor convened  the  Council,  and  kept  the 
magi  ft  rates  and  peace  officers  in  readinefs 
to  f^ipprefs  any  riotous  appearances ;  but 
there  was  no  need  of  their  exertion-   The 
tea  was  peaceably  reftiipped  and  fent  to 
Halifax. 

A  fecond  cargo,  of  thirty  chefts,  whidl 
came  configned  to  the  fame  perfon^  raif- 
ed  a  Imall  ferment ;  and  the  windows  of 
his  lodgings  were  broken.  He  applied  to 
the  Governor  for  proteftion.  The  Gov- 
ernor, as  before,  fummoned  the  Council 
and  magiftrates.  The  town,  by  their 
committee,  prevailed  on  the  confignee  to 
fend  the  tea  to  Halifax,  after  having  paid 
the  duty,  without  which  the  ftiip  couH 
not  legally  be  cleared  at  the  cuftom  houfe. 

A  general 


N  E  W-H  A^  P  Stt  I R  E.  369 

A  gefletal  deteftation  of  the  meafureS,  i774» 
purfued  by  the  Britifh  thiniftry,  to  rivet 
the  chains  on  America,  univerfally  pre- 
vailed. The  towtis  had  feverally  pafled 
refblves,  afferting  their  right  of  exemption 
ftotn  all  taxation  by  Parliament ;  con-* 
demnirig  the  importation  and  ufe  of  tea ; 
and  appointing  committees  of  infpeftion 
to  carry  their  refolutions  into  efFeft.  The 
committees  were  vigilant  3  and  being  aid- 
ed by  the  general  fentiment  of  the  people, 
their  exertions  were  fuccefsful. 

The  controverfy  had  now  advanced,  to 
a  ftage,  which  excited  the  moft  ferious  ap- 
prehenfions-    The  Parliament  had  affum- 
ed  judicial^  as  well  as  legiflative  powers ; 
,  and  direfted  their  vengeance  againft  Bof- 
ton*     Its  port  was  ftiut,  and  guarded  by 
Ihips  of  war  \  its  commerce  was  interdift- 
cd;  its  tradefmen  were  without  employ - 
JEnent ;  and  its  poor  without  breads     A 
military  Governor  prefided  there,  and  was 
drawing  together  all  the  Britifli  troops 
from  every  part  of  America  3  that  he  might 
be  prepared,  to  make  any  fariguinary  ex- 
periment, which,  in  the  minifterial  plan 
of  coercion,  might  be  judged  neceflary. 
.  The  fympathy  of  their  American  bre- 
thren, raifed  contributions,  for  the  relief 
of  the  numerous  poor  in  Bofton,  ^vho 
Z  were 
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were  regarded  as  fuffering  in  the  comm 
caufe.  But,  to  guard  ourfelves  effedual-* 
ly  againft  tlie  gathering  ftorm,  a  union  of 
the  Coio72i€s  was  thought  abfolutely  necef-  | 
fary ;  and  recourfe  was  had  to  the  fame 
meafure  which  had  formerly  been  tried  in 
cafes  of  common  danger,  to  hold  a 
Congress  of  delegates  from  each  Ct^y 
ony-  ^ 

The  enemies  of  America  have  uniformly 
cenfured  this  meafure  as  unprecedented* 
illegal  and  dangerous.  That  it  was  daa-^ 
gerous  to  the  defigns  of  the  Britifh  ad-  j 
mini  ft  ration,  is  admitted  ^  but  for  that 
reafonj  it  wds  to  us  the  means  of  fafety. 
Though  it  was  not  fupported  by  any 
written  law>  yet  it  was  evidently  founded 
on  felf  prefervation,  the  firft  law  of  nature* 
But  that  it  was  unprecedented,  is  a  very 
great  miftake.  From  the  middle  of  tho 
piccedingcenturyj  the  united  Colonies  of 
New-England,  held  annual,  or  fcmianntl- 
al  meetings  of  Commiflioners,  on  their 
common  concerns,  for  above  forty  years* 
From  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  to  that 
of  George  the  fecond»  Governors,  and 
delegates  from  Councils  and  Ailemblies, 
Dccafionally  met  in  central  places,  to  hold 
conferences  relative  to*  the '  operatiooi;ef 
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war,  or  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes.*  1774- 
Tb?fe  meetings,  ufually  called  by  the  ^""^^ 
iidttte  of  Congresses^  though  unknowni 
or  ^ifv^garded  in  Britiin,  were  familiar  to 
the  people  of  Aniericas  and  what  could 
be  a  more  natural  or  obvious  ftep,  in  a 
tinie  of  common  danger,  than  to  aflemble 
by  deputies,  and  confer  on  the  meaiis  of 
fafety  ?  Precedents  weri  numerous,  that 
Opvernors  and  delegates  had  held  thefe 
Al&mblies,  when  their  interefis  were  u- 
nkei  j  what  tjiieii  flipuld  hinder  the  peo- 
ple from  following  the  example,  when 
their  intereft  required  them  to  meet,  with- 
Quik  their  Governors,  who  were  endeavor- 
iog  to  maititain  a  feparate  intereft  ? 
.At  the  meeting  of  the  AfTembly  of  M^y'^*. 
Hely-M^impftiir^,  in  the  fpring,  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  conformably  to  the 
p/qceedings  of  the  Affemblies  in  the  oth- 
er. .pQlonieSi  stpppinted  a  committee  of 
CQFJrefppndcnce*  The  Governor,  who 
Imid^iii  vain  labored  to  prevent  this  meaf- 
W19,  adjowriied  th@  Aflembly,  and  after  a  j^ntt 

few 

^  i^JfAzy  6j  l^^4.     A  ^Ueftion  Uras  ixioved  io  Codocil  by  tbe  Go«- 

•  criior^  Whether  it  be  not  an  infringemeRt  of  the  prerogative,  for 
t4|itt Hoafil  t^  join  with  tbe  Coflncilj  ia  appointing. delegates  to  the 
"  CopgrcA  at  Albany?  To  which  the  Council  anfx^rercd  ;  that  the 

•  HfM^e  bfld  no  inherent  right ;  blit  it  bad  betn  long  the  cujioth,  at  fuch 
*.isUfiit«a»  fot  the  lower  Houfe  to  nominate  per  foot,  to  be  joined 
^wUhf^cli  as  tbe  Council  ifaonid  appoint/ 

.   ■    •  Council  minatei. 


'to' 


Julj6* 


Jmfy  IT. 


HISTORY    OF 

few  days,  diflolved  it ;  hoping,  by  tMj 
means,   to  difiblve  the  committee   alio- 

they  were  not  reftri6led  by  forms, 
L  a  fummons  ifTucd  by  the  committee, 

Reprcfentatives  rriet  again,  in  thdr 
1  chaiT^ber,     The  Governor,  attended 

le  Sheriff  of  tlie  county,  went  among 
ther»      TIipv  rnfe  at  his  entrance,     ik 

red       ir  m        g  ilkgal,  and  dircS* 
i  I  open  proclarrtation, 

tor         bt  u       Fperfcj  and  keep  the; 

I  i  he  had  retired  they  ^ 

■  but,  on  further  con- 

l  to  another  houfcV 
an  tterf  co  rfation,  w'tote  letters 
to  all  the  tenms  in  the  Province  ^  requeft- 
ing  them  to  fend  deputies,  to  hold  a  Con- 
vention at  Exeter,  who  fhbuld  choofe  dd* 
egates  for  a  general  Congrefs  ;  and  to  pay 
their  refpeftive  quotas  of  two  hundred 
pounds,  agreeably  to  the  laft  proportion 
of  the  Provincial  tax.  They  alfo  recom* 
mended  a  day  of  fafting  and  prayei%  to  be 
obfei^ved  by  the  feveral  congregations,  ooi 
acceunt  of  the  gloomy  appearance  of  public 
affairs.  The  day  was  qbferved^  with  re- 
ligioiis  folemnity-  The  money  was  coU 
l^ed-  Eighty-five  duputies  -were  chofea 
and  met  at  Exeter,  where  they  deli — *^ 
Nathaniel  Folfom    and  John   Sui«tWJ 


Ef<iuii« 


\ 


Parlia- 
mentary 


N  E  W-H  A  M  PS  HIRE.  373 

Eiquires,  to  attend  the  propofed  Congrefs,  1 774. 
^-Philadelphia,  in  September,  and  deliv- 
ered to  them  the  money  which  had  been 
colle6led,  to  defray  their  expenfes.  They 
alfo  recommended  the  diftreffed  ftate  of 
Boftoh,  to  the  commiferatioti  of  their 
brethren  in  New-Hampftiire ;  and  con- 
tributions were  raifed  in  many  of  the 
towns  for  their  relief. 

The  Governor  was,  now  convinced,  and 
in  his  letters  to  the  miniftry  acknowledged, 
that  *the  union  of  the  Colonies  would  ':^];'^J' 
f  not  be  loft  in  New-Hampihire.'  At  l]\\^^^^ 
the  fame  time,  he  did  the  people  the  juf- 
tice  to  fay,  that  they  had  abftained  from 
violertce  and  outrage,  and  that  the  laws 
had  their  courfe.  In  his  letters  which 
Were  publiflied  by  the  miniftry,  there  ap- 
pears a  fpirit  of  candor  toward  the  people, 
as  well  as  a  defire  to  recommend  himfelf 
to' 'the  approbation  of  his  fuperiors* 
Though  he  faw  another  authority  rifing 
in  the  Province,  founded  on  the  broad 
balls  of  public  opinion,  and  unreftrained 
reprefentation,  an  authority  o\rer  which 
he  had  no  influence  or  control  5  yet  he 
endeavored  to  preferve  tlie  fhadow  of  the 
royal  government,  and  keep  up  its  forms 
as  long  as  pofTible. 

'  But  it  was  impradlicable  for  a  perfon, 
circumftanced  as  he  was,  to  withftand  the 
Z  J  t^\t  \t 
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1774-  fpiiit  of  the  people,*  That  his  wifh  ms 
to  prevent  a  rupture,  there  is  fufficient 
evidence,  for  candor  to  believe.  But  it 
cannot  be  thought  grange,  that  in  hi^ 
endeavors  to  comply  with  the  expeda- 
tions  of  the  miniftiy,  ahd  their  inftru- 
mentE,  which  he  conceived  to  be  his  du- 
ty, he  flioald  fall  into  fuch  a  fhare,  as  to 
lofe  the  affeilions  of  the  people  s  fof  i^ 
tvas  impoflible  to  plcafe  both. 

The  troops  in  Boftan  wanted  barracks, . 
to  fecure  them  againft  the  approaching 
winter.  The  artificers  of  the  town,  were, 
by   the   popular  vbice,   rcftrained  from 
working  in  the   fervice  of  govcrntnent. 
General  Gage  was  thei'efore  obliged  to 
fend   for  afliftuncc  to  the  neighboring 
Governors^  and,  among  others^  to  Gover- 
nor Wentworth.     Inftead  of  convening 
his  Council  for  their  advice,  of  ifTuing  ^ 
proclamation,  inviting  help  and  promif- 
mg  reward,  he  privately  employed  a  per-  ^ 
fori  to  hire  carpenters  tq  go  to  Bofton, 
It  was  impoffible  that  the  fecret  ihould 
be  heptj  and  when  it  was  known,  his  beft 

friejidi 

*  Tht  rollowmg  paiigri^^b,  of  one  of  hii  private  Icittcn,  written  i* 
ttiit  linK,  io*  faiifidenrlil  fricDflf  defi^rves  ;o  be  remain  b»c4- 

'  Oiir  hcmifjihtre  thr«:ensa  huihcinc,  1  htv<  in  v^io  ftiDfe,  il- 
'  rntjii  K'i  dtuhj  to  pirvtnc  it.  If  1  ctn,  at  laf(,  bring  out  of  «,  f*tttj 
'  to  nij  counLi^,  and  Lon^i  Co  our  ftjvereiBa^  my  labors  «lJI  be  jfljfuJ- 
^  My  heart  ii  doottd  to  it^  itid  joa  know  its  firtcerity.' 

,,.;_,  -,     --,.*   „.  MS  letter  to  T»(r.^- 
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friends  reprobated  his  condiift.  The  i774» 
-fComittittee  of  Portfmouth,  at  the  head  of  ^  '^~'-^ 
V^rhich,  was  his  uncle,  Hunking  Went-^ 
worth,  bore  their  public  teftimony  againft 
it  5  and  cenfufcd  him,  not  by  name,  but 
by  implication,  as  *  an  enemy  to  the  com^.. 
munity>'  and  the  men  whom  he  bad  em- 
ployed, as  *  unworthy  of  fociety/  The 
agent  in  this  fecret  bufinefs,  was  brought 
on  his  knees  before  the  committee  of 
Rochefter,  and  rnade  an  humble  acknowU 
-edgment.  This  prudent  ftep  of  the  com- 
^mittee,^  difarmed  the  popular  rage,  and 
prevented  any  injury  to  his  perfon  or 
property. 

The  tranfaftions  of  the  Gongrefs  which 
met  at  Philadelphia,  were  univerfally  ap-  ^^p'*  *^ 
proved.  The  fpirit  of  them  was  firm, 
.but  pacific.  The  mode  of  oppofition,  to 
the  arbitrary  claims  of  Britain,  which 
they  recommended,  was  non-importation 
and  hon-confumption.  But  in  the  clofe 
df  their  addrefs,  to  their  conftitucnts, 
they  advifed  them  to   *  extend  their  views 

*  to  the  moft  unhappy  events,  and  to  be  in 
.^  all  refpe6ls  prepared  for  every  coiitin- 

*  gency.'  Not  long  after  this  advice  was 
made  public,  a  contingency  prefented  it- 
felf,  in  which  the  people  of  New-Hamp- 
fliire  gave  an  example  of  that  fpirit,  by 

^which  the  whole  country  was  animated. 

Z  4  T\\^ 


IS* 
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1774,  An  order  having  been  paffed  by  tte 
King  in  Council,  prohibiting  the  export- 
ation of  gunpowder  and  other  military 
ft  ores,  to  America ;  a  copy  of  it  was 
brought  by  exprefs  to  Portlinouth,  at  a 
time,  when  a  ihip  of  war  was  daily  ex* 
pe£ted  from  Bofton,  with  a  party  of 
troops,  to  take  polfeffion  of  fort  William 
and  Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 
The  committee  of  the  town,  w^ith  all  pof- 
fjble  fecrefy  and  difpatch,  collected  a  com- 
pany* from  that  and  fome  of  the  neigh- 
boring towns;  and  before  the  Governor' 
had  any  fufpicion  of  their  intentions,  they 
proceeded  to  Newcaftle^  and  atraulted  the 
fort.  The  Captain  and  his  five  men 
(which  was  the  whole  garriibn)  were 
confined,  and  one  hundred  barrels  of 
powder  were  carried  off*  The  next  day, 
another  company  went  and  removed  fif- 
teen of  the  lighteft  cannon,  and  all  the 
fmall  arms,  with  fome  other  warlike 
ftores  i  which  they  diftributed  in  the  lev- 
eral  towns,  under  the  care  of  the  commit- 
tees. Major  John  Sullivan,  and  Captain 
John  Langdon,  diftinguiihed  themfelves, 
as  leaders  in  this  affair.  It  was  tranfa^l- 
ed  with  great  expedition  and  alacrity,  and 
in  the  moft  fortunate  point  of  time; 
juft  before  the  afriv^l  pf  the  Scarborough 
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frigate,  andCanfeau  floop,  with  feveral    1774* 
companies  of  foldiers  5  who  took  poflef- 
iion  of  the  fort,  and  of  the  heavy  cannon 
which  had  not  been  removed. 
•  The  .Gk>vernor  put  the  five  men,  who 
belonged  to  the  fort,  on  board  the  fliips 
of  war,  to  be  referved  as  evidences  in  calc 
of  a  profecution  of  the  offenders  for  high 
treafon ;  and  having  confulted  Council  in 
this  and    the    neighbouring    Province, 
thought  it  his  duty ;  that  he  might  pre- 
vent any  charge  of  mifprifion  of  treafon 
againft  himfelf  s  to  difmifs  from  pubUc 
^truft,  all  thofe  perfons  concerned  in  the 
aflault  of  the  fort,  who  had  held  any  of- 
fice under  the  government,  and  concern- 
ing whofe  proceedings  he  had  authentic 
teftimony.  He  alio  iffued  a  proclamation, 
commanding  all  officers,  civil  and  military, 
to  aflift  in  detecting  and  fecuring  the  of- 
fenders ;  and  exhorting  all  the  people  to 
Ijeware  of  being  feduced,  by  the  falfe  arts 
and  menaces  of  abandoned  men. 

It  was  thought  proper  by  the  Governor 
and  fome  of  his  friends,  to  form  an  alio- 
elation,  for  the  fupport  of  the  royal  gov-. 
ernment,  and  for  their  mutual  defence. 
They  boafted,  tliat  an  hundred  men  could 
be  procured,  from  thefhips,  at  a  minute's 
wanjijig.    This  tranfadion  expofed  the 

weaknefs 
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^775'   weaknefs  of  the  caufe^  which  they  meant 
***^     to  fqpport  \  for  what  could  an  hundred 
men  do  againft  the  whole  country  ? 
j*n*  ijf         A  Icppnd  convention  of  deputies  met  at 
Exeter,  to  confult  on  the  lliate  of  affairs, 
and  appoint  delegates  for  the  next  genei^ 
Congreis,  to  be  holden  on  the  tenth  of 
May,  dt   Philadelphia,     Major   Sullivan 
and  Captam  Langdon  werechofen;  and 
the  lum  of  two  hundred  ^nd  fifty  pounds, 
vvas  orvlered  to  defray  their  expenfes.  This 
convention  iffued  an  addrcfs  to  the  people* 
warning  them  of    their    danger ;    €3f- 
horting  them  to  union,  peace  and  harmo*  *| 
ny,  frugality,  indqftry,  manufaftures,  and 
learning  the  military  art ;  that  they  might 
be  able,  if  neceflary,  to  defend  the  coun- 
try againft  invafon.     They  appointed  a 
committee  of  correfpondence,  with  power 
to  call  another  convention,  when  they 
ihonld  judge  it  neceifary- 

The  winler  pafTed  away  in  gloomy  ap- 
prehenfion  and  anxiety.  Men  of  confid- 
eratipn  faw  that  a  wide  breach  was  made, 
and  that  it  coqid  not  eafdy  be  clofed 
Some  happy  genius  was  wanted  to  plan, 
and  wifdom  on  both  fides  to  adopt,  a  con- 
ftitution  for  Britain  and  America,  Royal 
charters  and  inftruftions,  a£ts  of  Parlia- 
ments  and  precedents  of  all  kinds,  were  at 

beft 


1 


N  E  W-H  A  M  P  S  H I  R  E.  379 

baft  but  a  rotten  foundation,    The  ftord    ly'^s^ 


0f  tfemporary  expedients  was  exhaufted, 
Jt  was  doubtful  whether  force  could  gen* 
erate  fubmiffion,  or  whether  refiftance 
coukl  enervate  force.  Neither  country 
Was  fenfible  of  the  ftrength  and  refources 
&(  the  other,  The  prgfs  teemed  with  ar- 
guments on  both  fides  j  but  no  plan  of 
conciliation  was  adopted*  A  fair  and  can- 
did reprefentation  of  our  grievances  could 
|iot  be  recw''«d,  in  the  Court  of  Britain. 
Each  fide  was  tenacious  of  its  claims,  and 
■^Jhcre  appeared  no  difpofition  to  relax* 
1^  When  two  independent  nations  are  in  fuch 
ft  ftate,  they  generally  find  among  their 
friends  and  allies,  fome  mediating  power, 
to  bring  them  to  terms  and  prevent  a  rup- 
ture. Between  Britain  and  America,  no 
jnediator  could  be  found.  The  contro- 
vcriy  could  be  decided  only  by  the  fupremc 
Arbiter  of  nations. 

The  firft  fhips,  which  arrived  in  the 
(pring,  brought  ps  news  that  the  petition 
pf  Congrefs  was  gracioufly  received  by  the 
King  J  and  that  the  merchants  of  England 
were  petitioning  in  our  favor.  This  re- 
vived our  hopes.  Soon  after  we  were  in- 
formed^  that  the  Parliament  had  voted  the 
exiftence  of  a  rebellion  in  MaflTachufetts  ; 
flt}d  that  the  other  Colonies  were  aiding 

and 
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and 


afTiiling 


Tl\at  the  Lords  and  Com- 


mons had  addreffed  the  King,  to  enforce 
the  rcvenue-afts>  and  had  allured  hinij 
that  they  would  fland  by  him,  with  thm   j 
Jives  and  fortunes  :  That  the  King  had  de- 
manded  an  augmentation  of  his  forces,  by 
fea  and  land  :  That  the  commerce  of  the 
New-England  Colonies  was   to   be  re- 
trained, and  their  fifliery  prohibited  ;  and  / 
that  an  additional  number  of  troops,  horfc 
and  foot,  were  ordered  to  Aq;ierica.  Thcfe   | 
tidings  tlirew  us  into  diftrefs.     A   war 
feemed  inevitable ;  and  a  gloom  overfpread  j 
the  whole  country-  The  people  of  Boftoa  1 
beg;^a  to  remove  from  the  town  ;  and 
thofe,  who  could  not  remove^  were  folicit- 
ous  to  fecure  their  moiV  valuable  effefts* 
In  the  midft  of  this  diftrefs,  a  frigate  ar- 
j^rii  14.    rived  exprefs  from  England  >  with  an  ac- 
count of  H  prppofal  made  and  voted  in 
Parhament,  which  was  called  Lord  North's 
conciliatory  proppfltion.     It  was   this ;  1 

*  that  when  any  Colony  by  their  Govcr-  I 
'            *  nor,  Council  and  Afiembly,  iliall  engage  ( 

*  to  make  provifion,  for  th^  fupport  of  , 

*  civil  government^  and  adminiftration  of  \ 

*  juftice,  in  fuch  Colony  \  it  will  be  propeft 
,|,if  fuch  propofal  be  approved  by  the  King 
'  and  Parliament^  for  fo  long  time  as  fuch 
^  pvovifion  ihall  be-  madcj  to  forbear  to 
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•  levy  aiiy  dlities  or  taxes  in  fuch  Colony^*  ^775* 

•  except  for  the  regulation  of  commerce ;   ^^■'^'v— 

•  the  iieat  proceeds  of  which  fhdl  be  car- 

•  ried  to  the  account  of  fuch  Colony  ref- 

•  peftively/     The  troops,  however^  were 
tp  remain ;  r  and  the  refraftory  Colonies 

'  were 'to  be  punifhed.     This  propofition 
_  wJEis  Taid  to  be  founded  on  fome  advice,  re- 
ceived from  New- York,  that  if  conceffions 
were  made  by  Parliament,  they  would 
ccniure  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs,  and 
-^'break'the  union  of  the  Colonies.     The 
^^propofel  was  evidently  a  bait  thrown  out 
•  to  ditidc  us,  and  tempt  us  to  defert  the 
Colony  of  Maffachufetts  ;  who  could  not 
comply,  without  fubroitting  to  the  altera- 
tion, lately  made  by  Parliament  in  their 

charter : 

What  might  have  been  the  efteft  of  this 
propofition  in  the  other  Colonies,  if  it 
had  been  allowed  time  to  operate,  is  un- 
'  cortainv:  The  conduft  of  General  Gage, 
J  on  receiving  this  news,  was  in  the  highefl 
4cgree  abfurd  and  inconfiftent.  He  had 
been  blamed  in  Parliament  for  his  inaftiv- 
ityi  He  had  friends  in  Bofton,  who  con- 
ftahtly  aflured  him,  that  the  people  in  the 
country  would  not  dare  to  face  his  troops. 
He  bad  been  informed  of  a  magazine  of 
provifions  and  ftores,  at  Concord,  laid  up 
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ijyS*  Jby  ttie  Provincial  Congrefs,  in  cafe  of  es- 
^^^^    tiemityi     With  the  news  of  the  concilia^— 
■  toiy  propofition,   he   received  orders  tdm 

^  tnake  an  experiment  of  its  fuccefs*     On 

AftN  t  J.    the  t^ighteenth  day  of  April,  he  illu^d  writ^ 
—  for  calling  a  general  Aflembly,  to  comply 

with  the  propofed  terms  of  reconciliation  j 
and  in  the  night  foilowingj  he  privatdj 
dii'patched  a  body  of  his  troops,  to  deftro]( 
the  magazine  at  Concord ,  and  to  feia 
fonld  of  the  leaders  of  oppofition,  u^ho  had 
retired  from  the  town.     He  was  induce 
to  believcj  that  if  between  the  ifTuing  ol 
his  writSi  and  the  meeting  of  the  Affem* 
bly^  he  cpuid  firike  a  bold  ftroke  j  it  wouldB 
lo  intimidate  the  people^  and  unfit  then^B 
for  defence,  that  they  would  tfafily  comply 
Vvith  the  terms  propofed.     But  he  totally 
'  iiiiftook  the  genius  of  the  people  of  Ntrv-^ 
England^     Nor  were  his  defigns  carried   ' 
Oit  io  /lcr0tlyas  he  imagined,   Thepopu- 
W^  kadeis  were   feafonably  dpprifcd  of 
their  danger,  and  kept  themfelves  out  o( 
hi5  rc£idi*     The  country  wag  alarmed,  by 
tjvj>*;eii433,ft£it;  off  in  the  night,  before  he 
imd.t^keji)  J:]ie  precaptipn.to  fluit  t^ie ave- 
nij^s  pfjliotoA^j^.^LcA  company  of  arnied 
?iug£yi?  iiisjit  gr*ar4  at  Lexington,  on  the 
^4::  t??.  Coj^gs;>rd*  uXhe  Britifh  troppSj 
Witt?! I  trhg^y  appa^rfj;^  \xi  the  morning,  b3V- 
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ing  ordered  them  to  difperfe,  fired  upon  ^775- 
them,  as  they  were  retiring,  and  killed  j^^^^Jj^ 
ieveral  on  the  fpot.  They  then  proceeded 
to  Concord,  and  deftroyed  fuch  of  the 
fiores  as  had  not  been  removed-;  and  hav- 
ing accomplifhed  their  obje6l,  as  far  as 
they  were  able,  they  retreated  through 
(howers  of  mufquetry  froirf  the  people, 
who  iUddenly  colleded  from  all  quarters 
to  9ppofe  them. 

On  the  alarm  of  this  a6l  of  hoftility, 
the  people  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  of  the 
other  Colonies,  took  arms,  and  flew  to 
the  ^fliftance  of  their  brethren. 

Notwithftanding  this  ill-advifed  and 
unfuccefsful  attempt  of  ^ Gage,  Governor 
Wentworth  had  very  fanguine  hopes  of 
the  good  efFe6t  of  the  ^  conciliatory  propo- 
fition }'  Oiuddetermined,  as  he  faid, '  to  plant 

•  the  root  of  peace  in  New^Hamplhire.* 
Hefummoned  anew  Aflembly;  and  in 

his  fpeech,  entreated  them,  as  *  the  only  ^^  ^^ 
^  legal  and  constitutional  Reprefentatives 

*  of  Ae  people,  to  direft  their  Counfels 
*.  tofuchmeafures,  as  might  tend  to  fccure 

*  their  peace  and  fafety  3  and  efFedually 

<  1^  to  a  reftoration  of  the  public  tran- 

<  quilUty ;  and  an  aSe6tionate  reconcilia* 

•  tion  with  the  mother  country/    The 
Houik  defired  a  Ihort  recefs,  that  they 

misjht 
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77^might  advifi^with  tliclr  conftltuents  ohf6 
^^    momentous  a  quelhon  j  and  the  Governor 
rclutlantly  confented  to  adjourn  them  to 
the  twclft'i  day  of  June, 

In  the  mean  time,  .the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Scarborough  began  to  difmantle 
the  fort  J  they  alio  ilupped  two  veirels  la- 
den with  provifions,  which  were  coming 
into  the  harbor;  and  notwithftandiiig 
the  moft  preffmg  remonftrances  of  the 
hi  habitants  J  and  foHcitation  of  the  Gover- 
nor,  refufed  to  releafe  tiiem.  Upon  this, 
a  body  of  armed  men,  ivent  to  a  batteiy 
on  Jenv's  jx>int,  at  Great  Ifland,  dndtook 
away  eight  cannon  of  t\\^enty-fQur  and 
thirty-twopoundihot,  which  they  brought 
up  to  Portimouth ;  and  whilil:  they  were 
engaged  in  this  work,  the  Catileau  (loop 
convoyed  the  twoprovifion  veilels  to  Bof- 
ton,  for  the  fupply  of  the  fleet  and  army* 
A  new  convention  was  at  this  time  fir- 
ing at  Exeter ;  in  vi^hich  the  Province 
Vas  more  fully  and  equally  reprefented> 
than  it  ever  had  been  before.  They  paf- 
fed  votes  of  thanks  to  thofe  who  had  ta- 
ken the  powder  and  guns  from  the  fort, 
in  the  preceding  winter,  and  to  thofe  who 
had  removed  the  cannon  from  the  battery. 
They  alfo  inftrnfted  the  Reprefentatives, 
how  to  aft  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Af* 

fembly; 
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fembly  ;  and  the  voice  of  Jfce  conven-|^775, 
tion  was  regarded  bv  the  Houfe,  as  the    ^-"»^ 
voice  of  their  conftitucnts. 

At  the  adjournment,  the  Governor  junei% 
again  .  recommended  *  the  conciliatory 
propofition/  The  firft  ftep  which  the 
Houfe  took,  was  in  obedience  to  the  voice 
of  the  convention,  to  expel  three  members 
whom  the  Governor  had  called  by  the 
King's  writ,  from  three  new  townihips  ; 
whilfl  many  other  towns,  of  much  older 
ilanding,  and  more  populous,  v/cre  neg- 
le6led,  and  never  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
reprefentation,  but  in  the  newly-cftablifli- 
ed  conventions.  The  Governor  then  ad- 
journed the  Affcmbiy  to  the  eleventh  of 
jfuly-  Gne  of  the  expelled  members, 
having  fpoken  his  mind  freely  with- 
out ,  doors,  was  aflaulted  by  the  popu-^ 
lace,  and  took  fhelter  in  thg  Governor's 
houfe,.  The  people  demanded  him,  and 
brought  a  guny.muunted  on  a  carriage,  to 
the  door  ;  upbn.  which  the  offender  was 
delivered  up,  and  conveyed  to  Exeter, 
iThe  Qovernoi*,  conceiving  himfelf  infult- 
edi.  rehired  to  the  f^rt  5  and  his  houfe  be- 
crarne.  ^  fcene  of  piUage. 

^.-.Wh^n  the  Afilbmbly  met  again,  he  fent  J"'^  ''• 
^•liieflage  from  t^e  fort,  and  adjourned 
tjaend  to  tlie  ts^enty-dghth  of  September ; 
Ad  but 
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i775i^but  they  nejpr  met  any  more.    He  con^. 

^'^^'^  tinued  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Scar- 
borough, and  another  Ihip  of  war,  till  all 
the  remaining  cannon  of  the  fort  were 

"^*  **'  taken  on  board,  and  then  failed  for  Bof-* 
ton.  In  September  he  came  to  the  Ifles 
of  Shoals,  and  there  ifllied  a  proclamation, 
adjourning  the  Affembly  to  the  next  A- 
pril.  This  was  the  laft  aft  of  his  admin- 
iftration,  and  the  laft  time  that  he  fet  his 
foot  in  the  Province,  Thus  an  end  was 
put  to  the  Britifti  Government  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  when  it  had  fubfifted  ninety- 
five  years. 

From  this  view  of  the  adminiftration  of 
Governor  Wentworth,  it  is  eafy  to  con- 
cladCj  that  his  intentions  were  pacific; 
and  whilft  the  temper  of  the  times  allow- 
ed him  to  aft  agreeably  to  his  own  princi- 
ples, his  government  was  acceptable  and 
beneficial ;  but  when  matters  had  come  to 
the  worft,  his  faults  were  as  few,  and  his 
conduft  as  temperate,  as  could  be  expefted 
from  a  fervant  of  the  Crown.  If  a  com- 
parifon  be  drawn,  between  him  and  moft 
of  the  other  Governors  on  this  continent, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  hemuft 
appear  to  advantage..  Inftead  of  widen- 
ing the  breach^  he  endeavored  to  clofeit; 
au'l  when  his  efforts  failed,  he  retired  from 

a  fituation, 
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a  lituation,  where  he  could  ijp  longer  ex-i^  1775. 
ercife  the  office  of  a  Governor ;  leaving 
his  eftate  and  many  of  his  friends  5  and 
preferving  only  his  commiffion,  as  furveyor 
of  the  King's  woods  -,  the  limits  of  which 
were  much  contrafted  by  the  fucceeding 
revolution,  ' 


Aaa   ,    CHAP. 
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W&rivitb  Britain.  Cbange  of  Government, 
^tmparary  Conjlitution,  Independence. 
Military  exertio?JS.  Stark's  expeditim* 
Employment  of  troops  during  the  war. 

1775.  W  THEN  the  controverfy  with  Britain 
' — '"^     VV    Ihewed  fymptoms  of  hoftility,  and 
the  defign  of  the  Miniftry  and  Parliament 
to  provoke  us  to  arms  became  apparent; 
the   people    of    New-Hampfliire   began  i 
fcrioufly  to  meditate  the  defence  of  their  1 
country.     It  was  uncertain  in  what  man- 
ner the  fcene  would  open  ;   for  this  and 
other  reafons  no  regular  plan  of  opejt-vj 
tions  could  be  formed.     By  the  old  w^j 
tia  law,  every  male  inhabitant,  from^i- 
teen  years  old  to  fixty,  was  obliged  to  be 
provided  with  a  mufket  and  bayonet,  knap* 
fack,  cartridge-box,  one  pound  of  powder, 
twenty  bullets  and  twelve  flints.    Jpvery 
town  was  obliged  to  keep  in  readinefs  one 
barrel  qf  powder,  two  hundred  pounds  of 
lead  and  three  hundred  flints,  for  every 
fixty  men  ;  befide  a  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition  for  the  fupply  of  fuch  as  were 
not  able  to  provide,  themfeke?  with  the 
c  neceilary 
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ileceflary articles.  Even  thofc  peiffons  wKo    lyys^ 
were  exempted  from  appearing  at  the  ^'    ""^ 
common  military  trainings,  were  obliged 
to  keep  the  fame  arms  and  ammunition. 
-In  a  time  of  peace,  thefe  requifitions  were 
neglected,  and  the  people  in  general  were 
-not  completely  furnifhed,  nor  the  towns 
fupplied  according  to  law.  The  care  which 
the  Governor  had  taken  to  appoint  officers 
of  militia  and  review  the  regiments,  £ot 
fome  years  before,  had  awakened  their  at- 
tention to  the  duties  of  the  parade ;  which 
were  performed  with  renewed  ardor,  After 
the  provincial  convention  had  recommend- 
ed the  learning  of  military  exercifes  and 
-manoexivres.    Voluntary  aflbciations .  were 
formed  fqr  this  purpofe,  and  the  mod  ex^ 
periencpd  perfons  were  chofen  to  com- 
mand on  thefe  occalions.     To  prevent 
falfe  rumors  and  confulion,  the  commit- 
.  tees  of  infpeftion  in  each  town  weie  alfo 
canjmittees  of  correfpondence,  by  whom 
all  intelligence  concerning  the  motions  of 
the  Britifh,  were. to  be  communicated; 
and  pi:oper  perfons  were  retained  to  carry 
expreffes  when  there  fhould  be  occafion. 

tn  this  ftate  of  anxiety  and  expeftation  j 

whe^i  an  evly  fpring  had  invited  the  huf- 

banjcfrpan  to  the  labor  of  the  field  i  Gene-  Aprfi  19. 

ral  G^ge  thought  it  proper  to  open  the 

Aa  3  dram^L 
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1775.  drama  of  war.  The  alarm  was  immedi- 
^—^^-^  ately  communicated  from  town  to  town 
through  the  whole  country,  and  volun- 
teers flocked  from  all  parts  j  till  a  body  of 
ten  thoufand  men  aflembled  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Bojfton,  completely  inveftedh 
on  the  land  fide,  and  cut  off  all  commu- 
nication with  the  country. 

On  the  firft  alarm,  about  twelve  hun- 
dred men  marched  from  the  neareft  parts 
of  New-Hampftiire,  to  join  their  brethren, 
who  had  aflembled  in  arms  about  Bofl:on. 
Of  thefe,  Tome  returned  5  others  formed 
themfelves  into  two  regiments,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Maflachufetts   Conven- 

Mayi;.  tion.  As  fooH  as  the  Provincial  Con- 
grefs  of  New-Hampftiire  met,  they  vot- 
ed to  raife  two  thoufand  men,  to  be 
formed  into  three  regiments ;  thofe  which 
were  already  there  to  be  accounted  as  two, 
and  another  to  be  inliflied  immediately. 
Thefe  men  engaged  to  ferve  till  the  laJft 
day  of  December,  unlefs  fooner  difcharg- 
ed.  The  command  of  thefe  regiments  was 
given  to  the  Colonels  John  Stark,  James 
Reed  and  Enoch  Poor.  The  two  former 
were  prefent  in  the  memorable  battle  on 

June  17,  the  heights  of  Charlefl:own,  being  pofted 
on  the  left  wing,  behind  a  fence  ;  from 
which  they  forely  galled  the  Britifli  as 

they 
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they  advanced  to  the  attack,  and  cut  them  i775* 
down  by  whole  ranks  at  once.   .  In  their   ^'^'"^^^ 
retreat  they  loft  feveral  men,  and  among 
others,  the  brave  Major  Andrew  McClary, 
who  was  killed  by  a' cannon  ftiot  after  he 
had  pafled  the  ifthmus  of  Charleftown. 
On .  the  alarm  occafioned  by  this  battle, 
the  third  regiment  coUefted  and  marched 
to  the  camp  5  and  with  the  other  Ne\v-  ^°*  *"*• 
Hampfhire  troops  was  pofted  on  the  left 
wing  of  the  army  at  Winter- Hill,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral Sullivan,  who  with  the  other  general 
officers,  received  his  appointment  from 
Congrefs. 

It  had  been  a  common  fentiment  among 
.the  Britifti  troops,  that  the  Americans 
would  not  dare  to  fight  with  them.  This 
battle  efFeftually  convinced  them  of  their 
miftake.  They  found  that  fighting  with 
us  was  a  ferious  thing  j  and  the  lofs  which 
they  fuftained  in  this  battle,  evidently  had 
.an  influence  on  their  fubfequent  opera-, 
tions. 

Whilft  the  Scarborough  frigate  remain- 
ed in  the  harbour  of  Pifcataqua,  frequent 
bickerings  happened  between  her  crew 
and  the  inhabitants.  Captain  Berkeley 
feized  all  inward  bound  vcflels,  and  fent 
them  to  Bojfton.  He  alfo  prevented  the 
A  a  4  boats 
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J775.   boats  belonging  to  the  river  from  going 
'*-'^^^    out  to  catch  fifh.  This  conduft  was  con- 
formable to  the  orders  vsrhich  he  had  re- 
ceived to  execute  the  reftraining  aft.     In 
return,  his  boats  were  not  permitted  to 
fetch  provifions  from  the  town  j  and  one 
of  them  was  fired  upon  in  the  night,  by 
fome  of  the  guards  ftationed  on  the  (hore. 
A  compromife,  at  length,  was  made  be- 
tween him  and  the  committee  of  the  town; 
open  boats  were  permitted  to  pafs,  to  catch  . 
fifh  for  the  inhabitants  ;  and  his  boats 
were  allowed  to  take  frefh  provifions  for 
the  ufe  of  the  fhip.    This  agreement  fub- 
fifted  but  a  fhort  time,  and  finally  all  iri- 
tercourfe  was  cut  off. 
Augua  24.       After  the  departure  of  the  fhip,  the  peo- 
ple went  in  volunteer  parties,  under  the 
direction  of    Major  Ezekiel    Worthen, 
whom  the  convention  appointed  Engineer, 
and   built  forts    on   the  points  of  two 
iflands,  which  form  a  narrow  channel, 
about  a  mile  below  the  town  of  Portf- 
mouth.     One  of  thefe  was  called  Fort 
Wafhington,  and  the  other  Fort  Sullivan. 
The  cannon  which  had  been  faved  from 
the  old  fort  and  battery  were  mounted 
here,  and  the  town  was  thought  to  be  fe- 
cure  from  being  furprifed  by   fhips  of 

war. 

The 
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The  teirth"  of  September  was  the  laft  1775^ 
day  of  exportation  fixed  by  the  general  s^JTT^.  ^ 
Congrefs.  Moft  of  the  veffels  whifch  fail- 
ed out  of  the,  harbor  were  feized  by  the 
Britifh  cruifers  and  carried  into  Bofton. 
'  -One  was  retaken  by  a  privateer  of  Beverly 
and  carried  into  Cape-Anne. 

In  the  following  month,  feveral  Briti(k  ^^  ^g^ 
-iarmed  veffels  were  fent  to  burn  the  town 
of  Falmouth ;  which  was  in  part  effe6led, 
by  throwing  carcafes  and  fending  a  party 
on  fhore,  under  cover  of  their  guns.  It 
was  fufpedled  that  they  had  the  fame  de- 
-fign  againft  Portfmouth.  General  Wafti- 
-ington  difpatched  Brigadier  General  Sul- 
livan from  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  with 
orders  to  take  the  command  of  the  militia 
and  defend  the  harbour  of  Pafcataqua.  On 
this  occafion,  the  Wwks  ere6ted  on  the 
'iflands  were  ftrengthened;  a  boom,  con- 
•ftrufted  with  mafts  and  chains,  was 
thrbwn  acrofs  the  Narrows,  which  was 
'feveral  times  broken  by  the  rapidity  of  the 
""current,  until  it  was  found  impoffible  to 
Tecure  the  paffage  by  fuch  means  ;  an  old 
-fhip  was  fcuttkid  and  funk  in  the  northern 
channel  of  the  river;  a  company  of 
r^ie-men,  from  the  camp,  was  pofted  on 
Great-^Ifland  ;  and -fire  =-rafts  were  con- 
ftrufted-to-burn  the  enemy's  fhipping* 

Thefe 
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Thefe  preparations  fcrved  to  keep  up  the 
fpirits  of  the  people ;  but  many  families, 
not  thinking  themfelves  fafe  in  Portf- 
mouth,  removed  into  the  country,  and 
there  remsdned  till  the  next  fpring. 

A  fpirit  of  violent  refentment  was  ex- 
cited againft.  all  who  were  fufpefted  of  a 
difpofition  inimical  to  the  American  caufc. 
Some  perfons  were  taken  up  on  lufpicicm 
and  imprifoned  j  fomefled  to  Nova-Scotia, 
or  to  England,  or  joined  the  Britifh  army 
in  Bofton.  Others  were  reftrifted  to  cer- 
tain limits  and  their  motions  continually 
watched.  Thepaflions  of  jealoufy,  hatred  ^ 
and  revenge  were  freely  indulged,  and 
the  tongue  of  flander  was  under  no  re- 
ftraint.  Wife  and  good  men  fecretly  la- 
mented thefe  exceffes;  but  no  effeftual 
remedy  could  be  adminiftered.  All  com- 
miflions  under  the  former  authority  being 
annulled,  the  courts  of  juftice  were  ftiut, 
and  the  fword  of  magiftracy  was  fheathed. 
The  Provincial  Convention  directed  the 
general  affairs  of  the  war ;  and  town  com- 
mittees had  a  difcretionary,  but  undefined 
power  to  preferve  domeftic  peace.  Habits  of 
decency,  family  government,  and  the  good 
examples  of  influential  perfons,  contribut- 
ed more  to  maintain  order  than  any  other 
authority.   The  value  of  thefe  fecret  bonds 

of 
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of  fbciety  was  now  more  than  ever  con-  ^ty^^S^ 

ipicoous.  ^""^^^ 

'  In  the  convention  which  met  at  Exeter, 

in  May,  and  continued  fitting  with  but  ^X^^^ 
-little  interruption    till   November,   one  '"''**"• 
•hundred  and  two  towns  were  reprefented, 

by  one  hundred  and  thirty- three  members. 

Their  firft  care  was  to  eftablifll  poft  ofR- 
•ces ;  to  appoint  a  committee  off upplies 
•for  the  army,  and  a  committee  of  fafety. 

To  this  laft  committee,  the  general  in- 
:llni6lion  was  fimilar  to  that,  given  by  the 

Romans,  to  their  Di£tators,  '  to  take  un- 

*  der  confideration,  all  matters  in  which 

'^  the  welfare  of  the  Province,  in  the  fecii- 

"  *  rity  of  their  rights,  is  concerned ;  and 

■  *  to  take  the  utmoft  care,  that  the  public 

:*  fuftain  no  damage.'*  Particular  inftruc- 

.tions  were  given  to  them,  from  time  to 

•time,  as  occafion  required.     They  were 

confidered  as  the  fupreme  executive  5  ;and 

^:4during  the  recels  of  the  convention,  their 

■:  orders  and  recommendations  had  the  fame 

effeft  as  the  afts  and  refolves  of  that 

•i?vhole  body. 

By  an  order xrf  the  convention,  the  for- 
mer Secretary,  Theodore  Atkinfon,  Elq. 
delivered  up  the  Province  records,  to  a 
committee  which  was  fent  to  receive  them, 

and 

*  *  Ne  quid  detrimeati  refpoblict  ctputt* 
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and  Ebenezer  Thompfon,  Efq.  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  place*  The  records  of 
deeds,  and  of  the  probs^te  office,  for  the 
county  of  Rockingham^  were  alfo  remov^- 
ed  to  Exeter,  as  a  place  of  greater  fafet^ 
than  Portfmouth.  The  former  Treafur- 
cr,  George  Jaffrey,  Efq*  was  applied  to 
for  the  public  money  in  his  hands,  whicU, 
to  the  amount  of  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  fixteen  pounds  four  fliiliingsand 
eight  pence,  he  deUvered ;  and  Nicholas 
jGilman,  Efq,  was  appointed  Treafureriti 
his  room. 

During  this  year,  three  emifJIons  of  pa- 
per bills  were  made.  The  firft,  of  ten 
thoufand  and  fifty  pounds  j  thefecondjof 
ten  thoufand  pounds;  and  the  third,  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds.  For  the  amount 
of  thofc  fums,  the  Treafurer  gave  his  ob- 
ligation in  fmail  notes,  which  paffed  for 
a  time,  ^s  current  money,  equal  ia 
vakie  to  filver  and  gold.  But  as  cmiffions 
^ere  multipHed,  as  the  redemption  of  the 
-bills  v/as  put  off  to  diftant  periods,  and 
the  bills  themfelves  were  counterfdted,  it 
was  impoflible  for  them  long  to  hold 
^ their  value. 

p^^Befide  the  three  regiments  which  made  ^ 
part  of  the  American  army  at  Cambridge, 
^^*<'  a  company 
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21  coaripany  of  artxHery  was:  railed  to  do    1775* 
iiity  at  the  forts.  A  company  of  rangers 
v«ras  .pbfted  on .  Gonne6ti:cut  river ;    and 
iwQ  companies :  ihorc  were  appointed,  to  - 
ie  ready  to  march  wherever  the  coipmit-' 
ace. of  fafety  fhould  direft.     The  whole* 
nalitia  was  divided  into  twelve  regiments ; 
:hc  field  officers  were  appointed  by  the' 
ronvcntaon,  and  the  inferior  officers  were* 
:horen  by  the  companies.     Out  of. the 
ntlitia  were  ihliftcd  four  regiments :  of 
iriiiute-mten,  fo  called,  becaufe  they  were 
:a  be  ready  at  a  niintite's  warning..  They 
^re  Gbriftantjy  trainQd  to  mHitary  ;duty, 
ind  when  called,  to Jfervic^^;  were:  allowed: 
ijicfame  pay  as  the  regiments  ia  the  con- 
tinental army.  .  Jn"  the fycqe^iilg:. •winter,. 
when  the  Conne6lis:u:t  for^cfis,  hjad-wiih-' 
drawn  from  the  icaroiJj' becaufe: their  time 
crf*fervice  wasifjxpircdi  fixteen  companies 
of  the  New-Hainpih'ke  militia;  :af:fixty-j 
Dnefmpft  each,  fopplied  their  place;  till  the 
Kritilfe:  trodpS  :cvaaiaifed  Boftbn;;  : , 
L  JThe  convention-:  haying,  been  appoint- 
ed for.  fix  mojithst)hly;  before  the  expira- 
tion of  •  that  tijne,  applied  to  the  gendral 
Congrefs  for  their  adi^ice,  refpeQ;ing  fom0: 
mode  of  governmeni?  for  the  future*    In 
anfwer  to  which>  the  Congrefs  Jrecom- 

.  Amended 
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1776.  uents,  having  affumed  the  name  and  au- 
^^^"^  thority  of  a  Houfe  of  Rtsprefehtativcs, 
Jan.  5.  they  proceeded  to  choofe  twelve  perf(His, 
to  be  a  di{lin£l  branch  of  the  legiflature» 
by  the  name  of  a  Council,  Of  thefe^fve 
were  chofen  from  the  county  of  Rocking- 
ham, two  from  StrafFordj  two  from  Hillf- 
borough,  two  from  Chefhire  aijd  one  from 
Grafton .  Thefe  were  empdwefcd  to  elcft 
their  owii  Prefident,  and  any  feven  of 
them  were  to  be  a  quorum.  It  was  or- 
dained, that  no  aft  pr  rcfolve  fhould  be 
valid,  unlefs  pafled  by  both  branches  of 
thelegiflature  5  that  all  money  bills  fliduW 
originate  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprelentativcs; 
tliat  neither  Houfe  -  fliould  adjourn  for 
more  than  two  days,  without  the  confent 
of  the  other ;  that  a  Secretary,  and  all  oth- 
er public  officers  of  the  Colorry,-  and  of 
each  County,  for  the  current  year,  all 
general  and  field  officers  of  militia,  and  all 
officers  of  the  marching  regiments,  (hould 
be  appointed  by  the  two  Houfes  5  all  fiib- 
ordhiate  militia  officers  by  their  refjTcdivc 
companies;  that  the  prefent  Affembly 
fhould  fubnft  one  year,  and  if  tire  difpute 
with  Britain  fhould  continue  longer,*  and 
the  general  Congrefs  fhould  give  no  di- 
reftions  to  the  contrary,  that '  precepts 
lliould  be  ifTued  arnnuaUy  to  the  feveral 

towns 
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towns  oil  of  Wore  the  firft  day  of  No^   fjyS. 
Teidber  for  the  choice  of  Counfellofs  and 
Reprefenfativesy  to  be  returned  by  the 
tiiird  Wednefday  in  December. 

In  this  hafty  produSlion,  there  were 
ibme  material  defe£ls.  One  was  the  want 
of  an  executive  branch  of  government. 
To  remedy  this,  the  two  Houfesy  during 
didir  jeflion,  performed  executive  as  well 
as  legiflative  duty ;  and  at  every  adjourn- 
ment appointed  a  committee  of  fafety,  to 
fit  in  the  recefs;^  with  the  fame  powers,  as 
had  been  given  in  the  preceding  year,  by 
the  convention.  The  number  ofnhis 
conmuttee  varied  from  (ix  to  fixteen.  The 
Prefident  of  the  Council  was  alfo  Prefident 
of  tibis  executive  Committee.  The  perfon 
chofen  to  GUI  this  chair  was  an  old,  triedi 
faithful  fervant  of  the  public^  the  honora^ 
tie  Meshech  Weare,  Efq.  who  was  alfo 
appointed  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Superior 
Court*  So  great  wai^  the  Confidence  of 
the  people  in  this  gentleman,  that  they 
ftiftipled  not  to  inveft  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  ^ith  the  higheft  offices,  legiflative, 
executive,  and  judicial;  in  which  he  was 
continued  by  annual  ele6lions  during  the^ 
whole  war. 

This  conftitution  was  prefaced  with  fev- 

^cral  reafons  for  adopting  government,  viz. 

Bb  That 
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1776.  That  the  Britifh  Parliament  had,  by  ma- 
ny grievous  and  oppreflive  a6ls,  deprived 
us  of  our  native  rights  ;  to  enforce  obe- 
dience to  w^hich  a6ts,  the  miniftry  of  that 
kingdom  had  lent  a  powerful  fleet  and 
aiTTiy  into  this  country,  and  had  wanton- 
ly and  cruelly  abuftd  their  power,  in 
deftroying  our  lives  and  property ;  that 
the  fudden  and  abrupt  departure  of  01 
late  Governor,  had  left  us  deftitute  of  I 
giflation  ;  that  no  judicial  Courts  we; 
open  to  punifh  offenders ;  and  that  thtf 
Continental  Congrefs  had  recommended 
the  Adoption  of  a  form  of  government 
Upon  thefe  grounds  the  convention  made 
a  declaration  in  thefe  words,  *  Wc  con- 

*  ceive  ourfeives  reduced  to  the  neceffity  dt 
^  eftabliiliing  a  form  of  government,  to 

*  continue  during   the  prefent  unhappy 
^  and  unnatural  conteft  with  Great  Brit- 

*  ain  ;   protefting  and  declaring,  that  w 
'  never  fought  to  throw  off  our  depen* 

*  dence  on  Great-Britain  j  but  felt  onr- 

*  felves  happy  under  her  proteftion,  whilft 

*  we  could  enjoy  our  conftitutional  rights 
'  and  privileges  ;  and  that  we  fhall  ne- 

*  joice,  if  fuch  a  reconciliation  between  ul 
'  and  our  parent  State  can  be  effe£ted>  as 

*  ihall  be  approved  by   the  continental 

*  Congrcis,  inwhofe  prudence  and  wifdoni 

*  wc  confidcp'  ^  }j  Such 
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Such  was  the .  language,  and  fuch  werfi    1 776* 
the  ientiments  of  the  people  at  that  time  f 
iuid  had  the  Britifh  government,  on  the 
i«moval  of  their  troops  from  Bofton^ 
treated  with  us»  in  anfwer  to  o^r  lail:  pe^^ 
tition,  upon  the  principle  of  reconciliation  ^ 
and  reftwed  us  to  the  ftate  in  which  we 
were  before  the  ftamp'-ad  was  made^  they 
might  even  then^  have  prcfcrved  their 
connexion  with  us*    But  in  the  courfc  of 
9  f^w  months^  we  not  only  found  our  pe- 
tition?  difregarded,  and  our  profeffions  o^ 
attachment  to  the  parent  ftate  treated  as 
Ivjrpocriticali  but  their  hoftile  intehlionis 
became  ib  apparent^  and  our  fituation  was 
£0  fingular,  that  there,  could  be  no  hope 
p£-^jfafety  for  uSj  without  diffolving  out 
/connexion  with  them,  and  affuming  that 
'   equal  rank  among  the  powers  of  the  earth 
)  for  which  nature  had  deftined  us,  and  to 
which  the  voice  of  reafon  and  Providence 
loudly  cs^d  us^     Britain  had  engaged 
""  foreign  mercenaries  tOtaffift  in  fubjugating 
tiSi  jilftice  r^uired  that  we  fhould  in  our 
lorn  court  foreign  aid  j  but  this  could  not 
be  hadi  whilft  we  acknowledged  ourfelves 
fobje^s  of  that  Crown  againlt  whofe  pow- 
er we  were  ftruggling*     The  exertions 
which  we  had  made,  and  the  blood  which 
we  had  ihed>  were  deemed  too  great  a  price 
Bhz  for 


1776'  for  reconciliation  to  a  power  which  ftill 
claimed  the  right  *  to  bind  ns  in  all  cafes 
*  whatfoever/  and  which  heM  out  to  us 
\inconditional  f  ubmifiion,  as  the  only  term?  \ 
on  which  we  were  to  expeft  even  a  pardon, 
Subjeftion  to  a  Prince  who  had  throwri 
us  out  of  his  prote£Hon  ;  who  had  ruined 
our  commerce,  deliroyed  our  cities  and 
fpitled  our  blood ;  and  who  would  not 
govern  us  at  all,  without  the  interpofition 
of  a  kgiflative  body,  in  whofe  ele^icm  wc 
had  no  voice,  was  an  idea  too  abfurd  to 
be  any  longer  entertained,  Thefe  fcnti- 
ments,  being  fet  in  their  juft  light  by  vari- 
ous publications  and  addrefles,  had  fiicli 
force  as  to  produce  a  total  change  of  the 
public  opinion.  Independence  became  the 
general  voice  of  the  fame  people,  who  but 
a  few  months  before  had  petitioned  for 
reconciliation.  When  this  could  not  be 
hadj  but  on  terms  difgraceful  to  the  caufc 
which  we  had  undertaken  to  fupport,  wc, 
were  driven  to  that  as  our  only  refugft 
The  minds  of  the  people  at  large  m  moft 
of  the  Colonies  being  thus  iniluenced; 
they  called  upon  their  delegates  in  Congrefs 
to  execute  the  a£t  which  fhouki  fever  us 
from  foreign  dominion,,  and  put  us  intoa 
fituation  to  govern  ourfelves,*  ft 

>lj  of  New-  Hinjpditfe  '  to  make  ■  draught  of  »  decliratloo  of  the  Ge- 
*^ZitTj\  AHtmbly  for  the  iNDiriitDXifCi  of  the  united  Co!o(iitia» 
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'  It  ought  ever  to  be .  remembered,  that    1776-. 
the  declaration  of  our  independence  was  jj;?^ 
madci,  at  a  point  of  time,  when  no  royal, 
Governor  had  even  the  ftiadow  of  au^ 
thority  in  any  of  the  Colonies  5  and  when 
no  British  troops  had  any  footing  on  this 
Continent.    The  country  was  then  abib<* 
lutely  our  own.    A  formidable  ibrce  was 
indeed  colleded  on  our  coaft$^,  ready 4:0  in^ 
vade  us ;  and  in'^the  face  of  tliat  ornament 
this  decilive  ftep  was  taken.    The  decla* 
iration  was  received  with  joy  by  the  Ame- 
rican army  then  aflembled  at  New- York. 
Within  fourteen  days  it  was  publifhed  by  j„,y  ,s^ 
beat  of  drum  in  ail  the  fliire  towns  of  New-  . 
Hampfhire.    It  relieved  us  from  a  ftatft 
of  embarrafTment.    We  then  knew  the 
ffrotoid  on  which  we  ftood>  and  from  that 
time  every  thing  aflumed  a  new  appear* 
^ce.    The  jargon  of  diftin^Slions  between 
the  limits  of  authority  on  the  one  iide, 
find  of  liberty  on  the  other,  was  done 
away.    The  fingle  queftion  was,  whether 
ve  diouid  be  conquered  Provinces,  or  free  obrer»i. 
and  independent  States.  On  this  queftion,  EMn* 
every  perion  was  able  to  form  his  own  f^'^if^. 
judgment  j  and  it  was  of  fuch  magnitude 
that  no  man  could  be  at  a  lofs  to  ftake  his 

life  on  its  decifion. 

It 
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1776.       It  is  amufing  to  recolle£l,  at  this  dif-' 

^^^^~^  tance  of  time,  that  one  cfFe£t  of  indepen-. 

dence  was  an  averfion  to  every  thing 

r  which  bore  the  nameand  marks  of  royalty. 

Sign  boards  on  which  were  painted  the 
King  s  arms,  or  the  crown  and  fceptre, 
'   br  the  portraits  of  any  branches  of  the 
^royal  family,  were  pulled  down  or  defacd, 
Pi6tures  and  efcutcheons  of  the  fame  kind 
in  private  houies  were  inverted  or  con- 
cealed.    The  names  of  ftreets,  which  had 
^been  called  after  a  King  or  Qjoecn  were 
*  altered  i  and  the  half-pence,  which  bore 
the  name  of  George  III,  were  either  refufed 
in   payment,   or   degraded  to  farthings* 
Thefe  laft  have  not  yet  recovered  their  va-^ 

-f*^  The  new  Afiembly  began  their  adminift 

.   ^tration  by  eftablifhing  Judicial  Courts,  on 

the  fame  fyftem  as  before,  excepting  that 

-AT  I  the  Court  of  Appeals,  which  had  longbKii 

)  »  cfteemed  a  grievance,  was  abolifhed,  and 

ft  all  appeals  to  Great-Britain  were  prohibit- 

|j  *  cd.     Appeals  from  the  Probate  Courts, 

which  formerly  came  before  the  Governor 

^  and  Council,  were  transferred  to  the  Su- 

k       -      perior  Court,  whofe  judgment  was  now 

made  final.    Encouragement  was  jgiven  to 

fit  out  armed  vcflels,  and  a  maritime  Court 

'Was  cftablilhed  for  the  trial  of  captures  by 
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4ea.  A  law  was  made  to  punifti  the  coun-  i776# 
terfeiting  of  the  paper  bilk  of  this  and  of  ^"^^^^ 
the  United  States ;  and  to  make  them  ^  a 
^  tender  for  any  money  due  by  deed  or 
^  jQmple  contrad/  After  the  declaration 
€^  independence  the  ftyle  of  Colony  was 
changed  for  that  of  the  State  of  New- 
Hampfhire.  A  new  law  was  enaded  to 
r^ulate  the  militia.  More  paper  bills 
were  ifiued  to  pay  the  expenfes  of  the  war ; 
and  provifion  was  made  for  drawing  in 
Ibme  of  the  bills  by  taxes.  Doubts  had 
arifen^  whether  the  former  laws  were  in 
force ;  a  fpecial  ad):  was  therefore  pafTed,  re-* 
viving  and  re-ena£ting  all  the  laws  which 
.were  in  force,  at  the  time  when  govern- 
ment was  alTumed  $  as  faras  they  were  not 
repugn^it  to  the  new  form,  or  to  the  in* 
depoidence  of  the  Colonies,  or  not  a6lu'» 
ally  repealed. 

The  Congrefs  having  ordered  feveral  May 
fngates  to  be  built  in  different  places  s 
one  of  thirty-two  guns,  called  the  Raleigh, 
was  launched  at  Portfmouth,  in  fixty  days 
from  the  time  when  her  keel  was  laid ; 
but  for  want  of  guns  and  ammunition, 
and  other  neceflaries,  it  was  a  long  time 
before  (he  was  completely  fitted  for  the 
fea.  The  making  of  falt-petre  was  en- 
couraged by  a  bounty ;  and  many  trials 
were  made  before  it  was  produced  in  pu- 
Bb^  ,  xvv^, 


II. 
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1776-   rity.     Powder  mills  were  ereftcd^  and  thfi 
manufacture  of  gunpowder   was,  after 
ibme  time,  eftabli{hed  >  butnotwithftand- 
ing  all  our  exertions,  foreign   fupplies  1 
were  neceflary. 

For  the  fervice  of  this  year,  two  thou- 
fand  men  were  raifed,  and  formed  into 
three  regiments,  under  the  fame  command- 
ers as  in  the  former  year.  Three  hun- 
dred men  were  pofted  at  the  forts  in  the 
harbour-  Supplies  of  6re  arms  and  am- 
munition were  fent  to  the  weft  em  parti 
of  the  State,  and  a  regiment  was  raifedin 
that  quarter,  under  the  command  of  Col, 
Timothy  Bedel,  to  be  ready  to  march  in* 
to  Canada-  ^T'  -  ^yt *^TJf^Tt  ivvt 
-  The  three  regiments  vrmt^with  the  aft 
my  under  General  Wafhington  to  Ncwy 
York;  and  thence  were  cordered  «ip  ^ 
Hudfon,  and  down  the  lakes  into  Caiiada» 
under  the  immediate  commamd  of  Briga^ 
dier  General  Sullivan.  The  defign  of  ^ 
movement  was  to  fuccour  and  reinfbrci 
the  armyi  which  had  been  fettt>  the  pre- 
ceding year,  againft  Quebec ;  and  whidi 
was  now  retreating  b^ore  a  fuperior  torc4 
which  had  arrived  from  Britaki,  ts  caj^ 
as  the  navigation  of  the  St,  Lawrence  was 
opei?ed»  Our  troops  bavio^met^  the  i¥r . 
treating  army  a(  the  mouth  «f^4hc  $0tA 
threw  up  fpoxe  flight  works  round  their 

.camp. 
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^mp.  General  Thomas,  who  had  com-*  1776. 
manded  idie  army  after  the  £aU  of  tbf 
brave  Montgomery,  was  dead  of  the  fmalU 
pox.  Arnold  was  engaged  in  flapping 
the  merchants  of  Montreal,  under  pre-f 
tence  of  fupplying  the  army ;  and  I'homp- 
ion  was  taken  priioner  in  an  unfuccefsful 
attack  on  the  village  of  Trois  Rivieres. 
The  command  therefore  devolved  on  SuU 
Uvan,  who,  fincUng  a  retreat  neceflkry, 
conduced  it  with  great  priideiice.  At  this 
time  t  he  American  troops,  and  in  particular 
the  regiments  of  New-Hampfhire,  had  takf* 
entheinfe6):ionofthefinall-pox*  Thefick 
were  placed  in  batteaux,  and  with  the 
cannon  and  ftores,  were  drawn  againft 
the  rapid  current,  by  the  (trength  of  men 
on  ihore,  or  wading  in  the  water ;  and 
fo  dofe  was  the  purfuit  of  the  eriemyi 
that  they  could  fcarcely  find  time  to  kin^ 
die  a  fire  to  drefs  their  viduals,  or  dry 
their  clothes.  At  St.  John's  the  purfuit 
ceafed.  On  the  arrival  of  our  army  at  i'^f  '• 
Ticonderdga,  Sullivan,  being  fuperfcded 
by  Gates,  returned  to  the  main  army  at 
Ncw^York.  The  troops  in  the  northern 
department  being  reinforced  by  the  mili'^ 
tia  of  the.  neighbouring  States,  fortified  the 
pofts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Indepen* 
dence.    Befide  the  fioaU-pox,  a  dyfentery 

and 
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1776.  and  putrid  fever  raged  among  them  ;  and 

^*^^  it  was  computed,  that  of  the  New^Hamp^ 
fhire  regiments,  nearly  one  third  part  di- 
ed tlus  v^ar  by  ficknefs. 
*  When  the  danger  of  an  attack  on  Ti- 
conderoga  for  that  feafon,  was  pafled,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  New-Ham  pftiire 
troops  marched  by  the  way  of  the  Mini- 
^  ^,  finksj  into  PennfyW^ia,  There  they  joio- 
ed  General  WaQiington,  and  affifted  in 
the  glorious  capture  of  the  Hcflians  at 
Trenton,  and  afterward  in  the  battle  of 
Princeton-  Though  worn  down  with 
fatigue^  and  almoft  deftitute  of  clothing, 

*jl^^JJ-  in  that  inclement  feafon,  they  continued 
In  the  fervicc  fix  weeks  after  the  term  of 
their  inliftment  had  expired  i  and  two 
regiments  of  the  militia  wfei^li  were  feit 
to  reinforce  the  army  remaine4  till  Mardi. 
By  this  timfi    thf  incooyei^ience ,  of 

jZ^—-  J^aaintaining  an  army,  by  annual  inlift- 
ments  and  temporary  levies,,  was  feverdy 
felt,  and  generally  reprobated  ;  and  the 
Congrefs,  though  flow  in  lifteping  to  re- 
monftrances  on  this  head,  were  cAlif* 
ed  to  adopt  a  more  peimanent  cftab^- 
lifhment.  In  recruiting  the  army  jfor 
the  next  year,  the  officers  were  ap-? 
pointed  by  Congrefs,  during  the  war  5  and 
the  men  inlifte4  ei^^r  for  thjit  term,  or 

/   ..  fpr 


N  E  W-H  A  M  IP  S  H I R  E.  411 

■fof  three  years.  The  commanders  of  the  1777* 
three  regiments  of  New-Hampfliire,  wdrti  ^""^^ 
the  Colonels  Jofeph  Cilley,  Nathan  Hale 
and  Alexander  Scariimell.  Thefe  regr- 
ments  were  fupplied  with  new  French 
arms ;  and  their  rendezvous  was  at  TJ- 
conderoga,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Poor.  There  they 
jrmained,  till  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  j^iy  5^ 
army  under  General  Burgoync,  rendenSd 
it  eligible  to  abandon  that  poft.  On  the 
retreat,  Col.  Hale's  battalion  was  order- 
ed to  cover  the  rear  of  the  invalids,  by 
which  means,  he  was  leven  miles  behind 
the  main  body.  The  next  morning  he  - 
was  attacked,  by  an  advanced  party  of  the 
enemy  at  Hubberton.  In  this  engage- 
ment. Major  Titcomb  of  the  New-Hamp- 
fliire  troops,  was  wouAded.  Col.  Hkl'e, 
Captains  Robertftm,  Carr,  and  Norris, 
Adjutant  Elliot,  and  two  other  offJcets 
were  taken  prifoners,  with  about  one  hun- 
dred men.  The  main  body  of  the  army 
continued  their  retreat  to  Saratoga.  On 
their  way  they  had  a  fkirmifh  with  the 
icnemy  at  Fort  Anne,  in  which  Captain 
Weare,  fon  of  the  Prefident,  was  mortally 
yyrounded,  and  died  at  Albany. 

Immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  Ti- 
ponderoga,  the  committee  of  the  Ncvir- 

Hampfhire 
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1777.  Hampfbire  Grants  (who  had  now  forniel^ 
^^1^^  tbemfelv^  into  a  new  State)  wrote  in  the 
ulliTln  ^^^  preying  terms,  to  the  committee  of 
*'"-  fafety  at  Exeter  for  affiftance,  and  faid 
that  if  none  fhould  be  afforded  to  them, 
they  iliould  be  obliged  to  retreat  to  the 
New-England  States  for  fafety.  Whca 
the  news  of  this  affair  reached  New^Hamp- 
fture,  the  AlTembly  had  finifhed  their  fpring 
feflion  and  returned  home,  A  fummons 
from  the  committee  brought  them  together 
jiJj  17-  again  ;  and  in  a  ihort  feifion  of  three  days 
only,  they  took  the  moll  effectual  and  de- 
cifive  fteps  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
They  formed  tlie  whole  militia  of  the  State 
into  two  Brigades ;  of  the  firft  they  gave 
the  command  to  William  Whipple,  and 
of  the  fecond  to  John  Stark.  They  or- 
dered one  fourth  part  of  Stark's  brigade, 
and  one  fourth  of  tlirce  regiments  of  the 
other  brigade,  to  march  immediately  un- 
der his  command,  •  to  flop  the  progrefs 
.  "  *  of  the  enemy  on  our  w:efl:em  frontiers*' 
They  ordered  the  militia  officers,  to  take 
away^rms,  from  all  perfons,  who  fcrupled 
or  refufed  to  affift,  in  defending  the  coun* 
try ;  and  appointed  a  day  of  .faAing  and 
prayer,  which  was  obfervedAvith  great  &• 
lemnity, 

t,  c  .    The 


NE  W-lf  A  M P S  H  I R  E.  415^^ 

''  The  appointment  of  Stark,  to  this  com«-  1777* 
mand,  with  the  fame  pay  as  a  Brigadierin  '^-r*' 
the  Continental  fervicej  was  peculiarly 
gratefafl  to  the  people  as  well  as  to  himfelf* 
in  art  arrangement  of  general  officers, 
ki  the  preceding  year,  a  jtmior  officer 
had  been  promoted,  whilft  he  was  neglect- 
ed. He  had  written  on  this  fubjeCt:  to 
Congrefs,  and  hie  letters  were  laid  on  the 
table.  He  therefore  quitted  the  army,  and 
retired  to  his  own  eftate.  He  was  now  by 
the  unanimous  voice  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
iftVefted  with  a  fcparatc  command,  and  re- 
ceived orders  to  *  repafr  tx>  Charleftown  ^^J^l 

*  on  Conneftkut  river  5  there  to  confolt  ***'  *** 

*  with^  a  committee  of  the  New-Hamp- 

*  (hire  Grants,  refpc6Hnghis  future  opera- 

*  tions  and  the  fupply  of  his  men  with 

*  pjrovifions ;  to  take  the  command  of  the 
*-miKtia  and  march  into  the  Grants  ;  to 

*  aft  in  cor^unftion  wiA  the  troops  of  that 

*•  new  State,  or  any  other  of  th^  States,  or     . 

*  of  the  United  States,  or  feparately*  as  it 

*  ffiould  appear  expedient  to  him ;  for  the 

*  proteftion  of  the  people  and  the  annoy- 

*  ancc  of  the  enemy/ 

In  a  few  days  he  proceeded  to  Charlef- 
town,  and  as  ftift  as  his  men  arrived,  he 
fent  tftem  forward,  to  join  the  forces  of 
the  new  State,  under  Col..  Warner,  who 

h^d 
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1777,  had  taken  poft  at  Manchcftcr,  twcntjf 
j^:"^    miles  northward  of  Bennington-     Here 
Stark  joined  hinij   and  met  with  General 
L\iitM%    Lincoln,  who  had  been  fent  from  StiUwa- 
'""'       ter,  by  General  Schuyler,  commander  0^ 
the  northern  department,  to  condaft  the 
miUtia  to  the  weft  fide  of  Hud£on*s  river. 
Stark  informed  him  of  his  orders,  and  of 
the  danger  which  the  inhabitants  of  thft 
Grants  apprehended  from  the  enemy,  and 
from  their  diiafFcfted  neighbours  y  that  he 
had  confuhed  with  the  committee,  and 
that  it  was  the  determination  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  cafe  he  ftiould  join  the  Continental 
^       army  and  leave  them  cxpofed,  that  they 
-         ^ould  retire  to  the  eaft  of  Conne^icut 
river  5    in  which  cafe   New-Hampfhire 
would  be  a  frontier.     He  therefore  deter- 
mined tp  remain  on  the  ilank  of  the  ene* 
my,  and  to  watch  their  motions.  For  thji* 
Aoj-  9-     purpofe  he  coUcfted  his  force:  at  fienning^ 
tpn„  and  left  Warner  with  his  regiment  at 
*-     Maachefter.     A  report  of  thb  determina- 
tion iwas  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  and  the 
orders  on  which  it  was  founded  were  b^ 
them  difapproved ;  but  the  propriety  of  it 
was  evinced  by  fubfequent  fafts* 
Aug.  9.    , ,  General  Burgoyne,  with  the  maiti  body 
of  the  Britifli  army  lay  at  Port  EdwarcL^ 
Thence  he  detachisd  Lieut.  CoL  BmtAf 
with  about  fifteen  hundred  of  his  German 

troops, 
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troops,  and  one'  huadred  Indians,  to  pef'-'    1777^ 
vade  the  Grants  as  far  as  Conne6licut  riveFi^  msT^ 
witk  a  view  to  colkft  horfes  to  mount  tlie  °^  ^v 
dragoons,  and  cattle,  both  for  labour  and'  <*«•• 
piroviliqris;  and  to  return  to  the  ainiy 
with  his  booty.     He  was  to  pcrAiade  the 
people  amot^  whom  he  (hould  pafs,  that 
his  detadimeilt  was  the  advanced  guard  of 
the  Britifh  army,  which  was  marching  to 
Bofton.    He  wasacc6mpanied  by  Colonel 
Skccnc,  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  country ;  and  he  was  Ordered  to  fecure 
his  camp  by  night. 

Tiie  Indians,  who.  preceded  this  de- 
tachment, being  difcovered  about  twelve  ^^^^i^/is 
miles  fix>m  Bennington^,  Stark  detached  SJ*Sci? 
Qdi.  Greg;  with  two  hundred  men,  to  ftop 
thdr  march,  in  the  evening  of  the  fame 
day,  he  was  informed  that  a  body  of  regu- 
laar  troops,  with  a  train  of  artillery,  was 
in  full  march  for  Brfnnington.  The  next  Aug.  14, ' 
morning  he  marched  with  his  whole  brig- 
ade, and  fome  of  the  militia  of  the  Grants, 
tofupport  Greg,  who  found  himfelf  una- 
ble to  withftand  the  fuperior  number  of 
the  enemy.  Having  proceeded  about  four 
miles,  he  met  Greg  retreating,  and  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy  purfuing,  within 
half  a  mile  of  his  rear.  When  they  dif- 
covered Stark's  column^  they  halted  in  an 

advantageous 


Aug.  t$t 
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I  1777.  advantageous  pofition  ^  and  he  drew  up  hi3 
m  vvw  j^gj^  Qj^  jj^  eminence  in  open  view  ;  but 
I  could  not  bring  them  to  an  engagement. 

P  He  then  marched  back,  about  a  mite,  and 

encamped ;  leaving  a  few  men  to  fldrmifh 
with  them ;  who  killed  thirty  of  the  ene- 
my and  two  of  the  Indian  chiefs.  The 
next  day  was  rainy.  Stark  kept  his  pofi- 
Auf.  js-  tion,  and  fent  out  parties  to  harrafs  th« 
enemy.  Many  of  the  Indians  took  this 
opportunity  to  defert;  becaufe,  as  they 
iaid,  '  the  woods  were  full  of  yankees/ 

On  the  following  morning  Stark  wai 
joined  by  a  company  of  mihtia  from  the 
Grants,  and  another  from  the  county  of 
[Berkfliire  in  Maflachufetts*  His  whok 
force  amounted  to  about  fixteen  hundred. 
He  fcnt  CoL  Nichols,  with  two  hundrd 
and  fifty  men,  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy's 
left  wing  i  and  Col,  Hendrick,  with  three 
hundred,  to  the  rear  of  their  right.  He 
placed  three  hundred  to  oppofe  their  front 
and  draw  their  attention.  Then  fending 
Colonels  Hubbard  and  Stickney,  with  two 
hundred  to  attack  the  right  wing,  and  one 
hundred  more  to  reinforce  Nichols  in  the 
rear  of  their  left,  the  attack  began  in  that 
quarter  precifely  at  three  of  the  clock  in 
the  afternoon*  It  was  immediately  fecond* 
td  by  the  other  detachment s,i,^nd  at  thfl 
m*  *  -^  feme 
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fame  time  Stark  himfelf  advanced  with  the    1777* 
main  body. /^  The  engagement  lafted  two  ^— ^'^ 
hours ;  at  the  end  of  which  he  forced  their 
brealtworksi  took  two  pieces  of  brafs  can- 
non and  a  number  of  prifoners ;  the  reft 
retreated. 

Juft  at  this  inftant,  he  received  intelli- 
gence that  another  body  of  the  enemy  was 
within  two  miles  of  him.  This  was 
a  reinforcement  for  which  Baum  had  fent, 
when  he  firft  knew  the  force  which  he 
wa3^to  oppofe.  It  was  commanded  by 
Col.  Breyman.  Happily  Warner's  regi- 
ment from  Manchelier  came  up  with  them 
and  {topped  th^m.  Stark  rallied  his  men 
and,  renewed  the  aftion  ;  it  was  warm  and 
defperate ;  he  ufed,  with  fuccefs,  the  can- 
nbn^  which  he  had  taken ;  and  at  funfet 
obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat.  He  purfued 
them  till  night,  an^  then  halted,  to  pre- 
vent his  own  men  from  killing  each  other, 
in  the  dark.  He  took  from  the  enemy  • 
two  other  pieces  of  cannon,  with  all  their 
baggage,  waggons  and  horfes.  Two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-fix  men  were  found  dead 
<Mi  the  field.  Their  commander,  Baum, . 
was  taken  and  died  of  his  wounds  ;  befide 
whom,  thirty- three  officers,  and  above 
feven  hundred  privates,  were  made  prifbn- 
ers.  Of  Stark's  brigade  four  officers  and 
Cc  ten 
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ten  privates  were  killed  and  forty-two 
were  wounded/ 

In  the  account  of  t\\\i  battle,  which 
Starkfenttothe committee  of  New-Hamp* 
Ihhe,  he  faid,  *  our  people  behaved  with 
Vthe  greatert  fpirit  and  bravery  imagina- 
^  ble.  Had  every  man  been  an  Alexander, 
'or  a  Charles  of  Sweden,  they  could  not 
'  have  behaved  better/  He  was  fenfibk 
of  the  advantage  of  keeping  on  the  flank 
of  the  enemy's  main  body ;  and  therefore 
lent  for  one  thoufand  men  to  replace  thofe 
whofe  time  had  expired  ;  but  intimated  to 
the  committee  that  he  himfelf  fliould  re- 
turn with  the  brigade.  They  cordiaily 
thanked  him  '  for  the  very  eifenrial  fervice 
'  which  he  had  done  to  the  country/  but 
carneftly  prefled  him  to  continue  in  the 
command  ;  and  fent  him  a  reinforcement^ 
*  alluring  the  men  that  they  were  to  ferve 
*^ under  General  Stark/  This  argument 
prevailed  with  the  men  to  march,  and 
with  Stark  to  remain* 

The  prifoners  taken  in  this  battle  were 
fent  to  Bofton.  The  trophies  were  divid- 
ed between  New-Ham  pfliire  and  Mafla- 
chufetts.  But  Congrefs  heard  of  this  vic- 
tory by  accident.  Having  waited  (omt 
tune  in  expectation  of  letters,  and  none 
arriving;  inquiry  was  made  why  Stark 
,^vu.^  had 
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Ivad  not  written  to  Gongrers  ?  He  anfwcr*  17774 
edy  that  his  correfpoi^ence  with  them  wai^ 
ck^Gdy  ^^  they  had  not-altended  tohi$  kit 
letters.  They  took  th^  hint  5  and  though 
they  had  but  a  few  days  before  refolved, 
that  the  inftfuftiotts  which  he  had  received 
werftdeftru^ive  df  military  fubordination, 
Jtod  prgudicial  to  the  common  caufe ;  yet 
tixfcy  prefented  their  thanks  to  him,  and  to 
the.  officers  and  troops  under  his  <iom-^ 
maind,  and  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  a 
Bi%adier  General,  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

This  vi£bary  gave  afevere  check  to  the 
hopes  of  the  enemy,  and  raifed  the  fpirits 
of  the  people  after  long  depreffion,  Itwhol^ 
fy  changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  the  norths 
cm  department.  Inftead  of  difappoint- , 
0ie»t  and  retreat,  and  the  lofs  of  men  by 
hard  labor  and  fiifaiefej  we  now  were 
convinced,  not  only  that  our  militia  could 
fight  without  being  covered  by  intrench- 
ments  5  but  that  they  were  able,  even  with- 
out artillery,  to  cope  with  regular  troops 
m  their  intrenchmcnts.  The  fuccefs  thus 
gajftied  was  regarded  as  a  good  omen  of 
fiaMther  advantages.  *  Let  us  get  them  in- 
^•to  the  woods,'  was  the  language  of  the 
whole  country.  Burgoyne  was  daily  put- 
ting his  army  into  a  more  hazardous  fitu- 
C  c  2  ation-> 
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ation;  and  we  determined  that  no  exertiolt 
ihould  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  com- 
plete the  ruin  of  his  boafted  enterprife- 
The  northern  army  was  reinforced  by  the 
militia  of  all  the  neighbouring  States. 
Brigadier  Whipple  marched  with  a  great 
part  of  his  brigade  ;  befides  which,  volun- 
teers in  abundance  from  every  part  of 
New-Hampfliire  flew  to  the  army  under 
General  Gates,  Two  defperate  battles 
'  were  fought>  the  one  at  Stillwater  and  the 
other  at  Saratoga  j  in  both  of  which,  the 
troops  of  New-Hampfliire  had  a  large 
ihare  of  the  honor  due  to  the  American 
army.  In  the  former  afiion,  two  Lieuten* 
ant  Colonels,  Adams  and  Colburne,  and 
Lieutenant  Thomas,  wereflain  in  the  field) 
and  feveral  other  brave,  officers  were 
woundedj  one  of  whom.  Captain  Beil,  died 
in  the  hofpital.  In  the^  latter,  Lieut.  Col 
Conner  and  Lieut.  McClary  were  killed, 
with  a  great  number  of  their  men;  and 
Coh  Scammel  was  wounded.  The  con- 
fequcnce  of  thefe  battles  was  the  furren- 
der  of  Burgoyne's  army.  This  grand 
objeft  being  attained,  the  New-Hamp- 
fliire  regiments  performed  a  march  of 
forty  miles,  and  forded  the  Mohawk 
river,  below  the  falls,  in  the  fpace  of  four- 
teen hours.  The  defign  of  this  rapid 
-  .i^  ^  J  movement 
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inavertient  was  to  check  the  progrefs  of  a    t777'« 
detachment',  c!6rhmanded  by  the.Britilh    ^"^^^ 
Gerieiral'Clirit6n;--who^^^ 
with^tiic  fame'^deftruftion  which  he  had 
ijpread  in  the  country  below  5  biit  on  hear- 
ing the  fate  of  Biifgoyne,  he  returned 
quietly  to  New- York.     The  regiments 
iiiten' marched  iritoPenhfyTvania  and  pafled 
thelwihtet  in  huts  at  VaHey -forge.  •  Belide 
thofe  officers  flain  at  the  northward,  we 
fuftaihcd  a  lofe^ih  the  death  oiF  Major  Ed- 
ward Sherburne,  Aid-de  Camp  to  General 
iSuHirani  who  was  killed  in  a-ba{d,"'bi{t 
uhluccefsful  aftioh  iat  Germairtovvn.' 

•  After  the  capture  of "  Burgbync's ^rmy,  j yy g^ 
all  "danger  of  invafion  fromGafiada-ceafed ; 
a*Ki- thfe'theatre  of  the  war  was  Prtttdvcd 
to^ the  felt th ward!  The  troops  of  New- 
fiStr^&AH;  being  formed  irt¥a  a^diftinft 
•brigade;  'partoOkH^^f  aU -the  fervfces  and 
fofferings,  tjJ  ^hldti  their  brethren  .were 
«rpo&d;  In  liie;battle  of  Monrtiduth, 
-aipartbEthem-wereclbfely  e»ifgagid,'iin3* 
ithe/cdnduiSl^f^eol.  GJilley  andLieut^Col. 
iDcasbom^  knd;beha>i£d.withixich:ii.ra\i^ei^y 
JastQ^lmerit  ther^ctioaiar  approhafibn.of 
aiiciriUuftriousvGendraf. '  They  continii- 
fidi^l]&  tJieimain  body,  all  that  campaign, 
.and\^re  hutted,. in  the  follo\yin^  w-jnter, 
-: at)  Reading..:  I-  .•  ,'■'•"■ 
*:.•//  Cc3  In 
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f  1^78*       In  the  fummer  of  1778,  when  a  French 
fleet  appeared  on  our  coaft,  to  aid  us  in 
the  conteft  with  Britain  j  an  invafion  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  then  poffcfled  by  the  Britifhj 
was  projeftcd,  and  General  Sullivan,  had 
the  command.     Detachments   of  tnilitia 
and  volunteers  J  from  MalFachufetts  and 
New-Hamplhire,  formed  a  part  of  his 
troops.    But  a  violent  ftorm,  having  pre- 
vented the  co-operation  of  the  French  fleeti 
and  driven  them  to  fea;  the  army,  after  a 
few  iku  mi£hes,   was  iinder  the  difagreea- 
bleneceilfty  of  quitting  the  ill  and  ;  and 
the  retreat  was  conducted  by   SuUivan 
with  the  greateft  caution  and  prudence* 
When  an  expedition  into  the  Indian 
1779-   country  was  determined  on^  General  Sui- 
^"^    '    livan  wap  appointed  to  the  command,  and 
the  New-Hampfhire  brigade  mad^  a  part 
of  his  force.     His  route  was  up  thte  river 
Sufqiiehanna  intp  tljqcduntry  of  the  SenC- 
kas  i  a  traft  impeffe^Iy  known,  and  into 
which  tio  troops  had  ever  penetrated.  The 
order  of  his  matth   was  planned  with 
great  judgniqiit,  ahd  c^tecuted  vpith  much 
regul^ity  and  perfevcranccw     la  feveral 
^M^Srni^n&ti  \vith  the  S^vagcsj  !the  trOTjfiB 
cf  iHewvJEiomiifhird  bfehiired  mtfciifeli; 
iil»9$4nt]rc|»!&y.  ^£^pt.,€lc]^d  sndl^iuit 
McAulaj  were  killed,  and  Maj<mlScta)^ 
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wasfa^aifl  badly  y/oundtd.'  The  provi-  17791 
fipns  pf  the  aripy :  ii^Hing  :(hQrt,  before  the 
object  of  tiieexpeiUuoA  M^fs.co^ 
tibie.trjoops  gi^nefpfiily  agreed  to  fabliftoii 
fu4ia$  could  be  found  ia  the  Indian  coun^ 
try.  After  their  return,  ±hcy,reiained  thft 
ifiaia  ar(ny»  .aqdipaiTed  a  third  winter  m 
huts,  at  Newtown  in  Conaedlicutr ;  In  the 
latter  end  of  this  ^  year .  S^Ui.vim  refigned 
his  x:onxmand.  and  retired.     .      . 

In  the  following  year,  the  New-Hamp-  17^^- 
{hire  regiments  did  duty  at  the  important  ^"""^^ 
poft  of  Weft-Point,  and  afterward  march- 
ed into  New-Jerfey,  where  General  Poor 
died.  Three  regiments  of  militia  were  em- 
ployed in  the  fervfce  of  this  year*  The 
fourth  winter  was  paffed  in  a  hutted  can- 
tonment, at  a  place  called  Soldier's  For- 
tune, near  Hudfon's  river.  In  the  clofe 
qf  this  year,  the  three  regiments  were  re- 
duced to  two,  which  were  commanded  by 
the  Colonels  Scammel  and  George  Reid. 

The  next  year,  a  part  of  them  remained 
in  the  State  of  New- York,  and  another  1781. 
part  marched  to  Virginia,  and  were  pref-  ^ — ^-^ 
cut  at  the  capture  of  the  fecond  Britifh 
army,  under  Earl  Cornwallis.  Here  the 
brave  and  aflive  Col.  Scammel  was  killed. 
In  the  winter,  the  firft  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  Col.  Dearborn,  was 
C  c  4  quartered 
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jyBi.  quartered  at  Saratoga,  and  the  fecond  on 
Mohawk  river  ;  in  which  places  they  were 
Rationed,  till  the  clofe  of  the  following 
year  ;  when  the  approach  of  peace  relaxed 
the  operations  of  war*  In  a  few  months, 
the  negotiations  were  fo  far  advanced,  that 
a  treaty  was  made  ;  and  the  fame  royal 
lips,  which  from  the  throne  had  pronounc- 
ed us  '  revolted  fubjefts/  now  acknowledg- 
ed   us     as     *   FJIEE     ANP     INDEPENDENT 

states/ 


J!JI  U  J'.> 
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P^r-money.    Confifiatiom.     State  GonJii>- 

tution.    Contrwerjy  with  Vermont.      -< 

1  >  ■  . .  .  .'       1  .  .    ,  '. 

THE  war  in  which  we  became  involv- 
ed with  Britain,  found  us  not  def- 
titiite  of"  refources,  but  unlkilied  in  the 
art  of  finance.  Former  wars  had  been 
mainteined  by  a  paper  currency  j  which^ 
though  it  depreciated  in  fome  meafure, 
yet  was  finally  redeemed  by  the  reimburfe-* 
ments  which  we  received  from  the  Britifti 
Treafury.  We  had  been  alfo  ufed  to  iffue 
bills,  on  loan,  and  receive  landed  property 
as  fecurity  for  its  redemption.  To  the? 
fame  mo^e  lye  had  re^ourfe  on  this  occa-- 
iion>  without  either  of  the  foundations 
oa  which  our  former  currencies  had  been 
fupportod.  Bills  of  credit  were  emitted 
vn^  no  ptiier  fund  for  their  redemption 
than  taxation,  and  that  deferred  to  diftant 
periods*  It  was  imagined  that  the  jufticc 
of  our  caufe,  and  the  united  ardor  and 
patriotifm  of  the  people,  would  preferve 
the  value  of  thele  bills  during.the  conteft 
which  we  were  very  fanguine  would  be 
ihbrt;  and  in  faft  thecirculatipn  of  theijd 
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for  the  firft  year  was  fupported  by  nft 
other  means.  But  being  counterfeitedi  ^ 
they  began  to  depre^jiatOi,  ari^  tJ>eii  it  was 
thought  nccefiary  to  enaft  a  law  againft 
forging  them,  and  to  make  them  a  legal 
tender  ia  all  payments^  In  Come  of  the 
States,  thefe  bills  were  made  a  tender  for 
the  intereft,  but  ftot  ior  the  principa^oF 
former  debts  i  but  in  New-Hampfhire^  if  1 
the  creditor  fhomid  refafe  tl>em  when  ofi 
fered  in  payment,  the-  whole  debt  was 
cancelled.  Had  this  lavtrregarxicd  future 
tontratSs  only,  every  man  would  have 
known  on  what  terms  to  make  liis  cn^ 
gagements  ;  but  to  declare  it  legal  to  pay 
debts,  already  contrafted,  with  money  rf 
an  inferior  value,  was  altogether  unjuft* 
It  was-not  111  human  power  to  prevent  A 
dcpredationof  thebiljsyand  the  emfor^ing 
of  their  icurteney  aeceleratcd  the  deftruc* 
tion  of  tlciT  valiae.-  The fraudulea^t  debtor 
todc  advantages  ^i  thi^  jaw.  .t:<»Ui)43atf|wb 

the'ttiMelrl^'air^^'^i^^ 

Ihe  debti'  ^I^tiii%ii4fi^'tli9t  ^jil^kM^noalli 

^  foiiig^tiJfefijpse  hi|t«!4  iliM 

IWf -, .  "  "'  '  of 
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of  hoftilitics/  and  who  had  the  prodiice  of  1776. 
the  earth  at  their  command,  were  aJDle  to  ^-^^^ 
keep  their  property  good.  Hawkers  and 
monopolifers,  who  crept  from  obfcurity 
and  affumed  the  name  of  merchantjs,  could 
ev^  increafe  their  fubftanco  in  thefe  peril- 
ous times.  But  thofe  perfons  whofe  prop- 
erty was  in  otlier  men's  hands  -,  or  whofe 
living  depended  on  ftated  falaries  3  or  whofe 
honeft  minds  could  not  defcend  to  pra^ilc 
knavery,  though  eftabliftied  by  law,  were 
doomed  to  fufFer. 

To  palliate  thefe  evils,  at  one  time,  a  j^^^^ 
law  was  enabled  againfl;  monopoly  and 
ejftortion ;  and  when  found  impra^cable, 
it  was  repealed.  At  other  times,  the 
piiees  of  different  articles  were  (iated  un- 
der fevcf  e  penalties ;  but  ways  were  foon 
fpund  to  evade  thefe.  eiftablifhrn^nts  1  and 
wh*n  found,  in^efttial,  thfe  laws;  were 
lr«pealeii;  It  is  not  confiftent  with  the 
natucQ  of  oommereejo  bear  fuch  reftric- 
tiqnsx.and  the  laws  incneafed  the  evils 
^hjsch  thiey  pretended  to  cure..  At  another 
time  public  faks  by  auftion  were  prohibit- 
ed^ l>eCftufe  it  was  iaM  that  t)iey .  were  the 
ijapftrts  of  depredating  the  currepcy^  but 
in'faiQ;  they  ferved  only  to  demonftr^te  its 
real  value.  .  There  was  a  difpofition  in 
the  governing  part  of  the  pec^e  to  kc^ 

out 


July  and 

Ids  mi. 
iiiitei  of 


UI;ST0RY 

of  fight  the  true  caufe  of  this  gro 
mifchief.     Even  the  general  Congreft^ 
a  public  addrefs  which  they  ordered  tH 
read  in  the  congregations,  alfembled  for 
gious  worfhip,  after  faying  much  in 
Life  of  paper  money^  told  us^  that  it  was 
^e  only  kind  of  money  which  could  not 
4ake  tQ  itfelf  wjn£S  and  fly  away/     Had 
*  the  language  of  bar  - 

It  h  s  been  received  with  a 

;  \  Tenfc,  it  was  an  infult 

to  uie  feelings  of  h(  neft  men, 
^^  1  oi      rfe  diftrefles,  frequent 

:  bodies  of  men  were 
>me  practicable  modes 
h\  relief;  '  Committets  of  counties,  and  of 
different  States,  at  various  times,   formed 
projeSta,  and  iftbed  public  addreiTes  s  but 
palliatives  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cafesi 
foori  loft  ^heir  efficacy.  From  one  of  thefc 
Conventions^  holden  at  Springfieldr^ 
comp6fed  of  delegates  ivom  the  New-Eng- 
land Stated  and  New-York  j   a  letter  was 
addrefTcd  to  the  general  Congrefs,  which 
j?nt  them^  on  deviling  means  to  furnpount 
the  ekifting  difficulties.  Among  .other  e&i  | 
jSedients  they  tdcommended  effectual  tax- 
atiori,  the  opening  of  loan-offices,  and  that  \ 
theState^^  individually  ftiould    emit  d(*  ' 
SUorebiUs  of  (jr^di^^^  ,-Thc^^^era  faluta^ 
ffifP  propofabi 


\ 
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propofals ;  but  the  moft  notable  efFeft  of    1777? 
this  letter  was  a  recommendation  from  .^j^of 
Congrcfs  to  the  feveral  States  *  to  confif-  ^°^"«'f '• 
f  cate  and  make  fale  of  all  the  real  and 

*  perfonal  eftates  of  fuch  of  theirinhabitants 
'  and  other  peffons  as  had  forfeited  the 

*  fame,  and  the  right  to  the  proteflion  of 

*  their  refpeclive  States  j  and  to  invefl:  the 

*  money  arifing  from  the  fales  in  conti- 

*  nental  loan  certificates,  to  be  appropria- 

*  ted  as  the  refpeftive  States  ihould  di- 

^rea; 

This  was  a  delicate  point,  and  required 
the  moft  critical  difcuffion.  It  involved 
z  queftion  of  national  law  ;  and  fome  per- 
fons  who  were  acquainted  with  the  fubjeft, 
Aought  fuch  a  ftep  not  only  illegal,  but 
impolitic  and  dangerous.  In  cafes  of  war 
between  independent  nations,  acknow-  vittei. 
kdging  no  common  fuperior,  the  acquifi- 
•  tion  of  immoveable  property  is  not  com- 
plete till  confirmed  by  a  treaty  of  peace. 
The  war  between  America  and  Britain  was 
fb  far  a  war  between  two  independent  na- 
tions, that  the  common  laws  of  war  ought 
to  have  been  obferved..  Had  the  eftates 
of  abfentees  been  taken  into  pofleffion,  and 
the  income  arifing  from  them  been  applied 
to  the  fupport  of  the  war ;  and  had  the 
queftion  of  pfoperty  remained  undecided 

till 
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1777.  till  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  there  is  M 
^■*«'--'  doubt  that  the  State  would  have  been  a 
gainer  both  in  reputation  and  intereft; 
but  when  we  were  daily  cheating  and  de- 
ceiving ourfelves  with  a  fraudulent  paper 
medium,  it  is  not  ft  range  that  the  voice 
of  juftice  toward  thofe  whom  we  deemed 
our  enemies  could  not  be  heard. 
^  The  firft  ftep  toward  executing  this  re- 
^^^7j  commendation  of  Congrefs,  was  an  aft 
profcribing  certain  perfons,  to  the  number 
of  feventy-fix,  who  had  at  various  times, 
and  for  various  reafons,  quitted  this  State. 
Thefe  were  forbidden  to  return  without 
leave,  under  the  penalty  of  tranfportationj 
and  in  cafe  of  a  fecond  return,  they  were 
to  fufFer  death. 

The  next  ftep,  was  to  confifcate  the 
whole  eftate,  real  and  perfonal,  of  twenty- 
eight  of  the  profcribed  -,  of  whom  it  was 
declared  that  they  had  *  juftly  forfeited  all 

*  right  to  proteftion  from  the  State ;  and 

*  alfo  their  right  to  any  farther  enjoyment 

*  of  their  intereft  and  property  within  it/ 

In  thele  afts,  no  diftinftion  was  made 
between  thofe  perfons  who  had  withdrawn 
themfelves  from  the  State,  by  a  fenfe  of 
their  duty ;  thofe  who  were  in  faft  Britifh 
fubjefts,  but  occaiionally  refident  here; 
thofe  who  had  abfconded  through  timidity; 

and 
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and  thole  who  had  committed  crimes  a-  1778. 
gainjfl:  exprefs  law,  and  had  fled  from  juf- 
tice.  No  conditional  offer  of  pardon  was 
made ;  no  time  was  allowed  for  any  to  re- 
turn and  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the  coun- 
try 5  but  the  whole  were  put  indifcrimi- 
nately  into  one  Hack  lifly  and  ftigmatifed 
as  *  having  bafely  deferted  the  caufe  of  lib- 

*  erty,  and  manifcfted  adifpofition  inimical 

*  to  the  State,  and  a  delign  to  aid  its  cnc- 

*  mies  in  their  wicked  purpofes/ 

Some  perfons  who  had  legal  demands 
on  thefe  eftates,  had  for  the  fecurity  of 
their  debts  laid  attachments  on  them  5  but 
by  another  a6t,  all  attachments  which  had 
been  made  fince  the  commencement  of 
/  hoftilities,  were  declared  null  and  void, 
artd  the  Courts  were  required  to  difmifs 
them. 

Trqftees  were  appointed  in  each  county 
*ft>  take  pofleffion  of  all  thefe  eftates,  real 
and  perfonal ;  and  to  fell  the  perfonal  im- 
mediately at  public  auftion ;  with  a  dif- 
cretionary  power  to  leave  out  of  the  fale, 
fuch  articles  as  they  fhould  deem  ncceflary, 
to  the  fupport  of  the  families  of  the  pro- 
Icribed.  To  preferve  fbme  farther  appear^ 
ance  of  juftice,  tlie  creditors  of  thefe  eftates, 
though  they  were  not  allowed  to  bid  at 
the  au^ions  without  payment,  were  or- 
dered 


del  ed  to  exhibit  their  claims  to  the  truftca, 
and  in  cafes  of  infolvency,  all  claims  wtre 
to  be  fettled  by  the  Judges  of  Probate, 

Whilft  tlie  fettlement  of  thefe  eftatfis 
was  going  on,  the  money  was  rapidly  de- 
preciating. After  the  year  I'j^y^  the  State 
jfTued  no  more  bills,  and  the  former  were 
:aned  in  and  exchanged  for  Treafurer's 
lotes  on  intereftj  of  a  value  not  Jefs  than 
five  pounds.     The  Continental  bills  con- 
*   '  .     tinned  pafUng  and  depreciating   till  the 
•    ypjringof  1781,  when  fuddenly,   and  by 
general  conicnt,  Uiey  went  out  of  circula-   , 
Mion J  and  folid  coin  fucceeded  in  their  place.  ) 
jCThen  a  fcale  of  depreciation  for  the  pre- 
ceding years  of  thev^ar  was  framed,  and 
all  part  payments  were  regulated  by  it 
The  treaty  of  peace  obliged  us  to  proceed 
no  farther  in  the  matter  of  confifcations. 
"By  a  fubfequent  aft,  the  Judges  of  Probctt 
March  I,    were  empowered  to  liquidate  by  the  leak 
'^  ^'       of  depreciation,  the  fums  paid  into  Ae 
Treafury  by  theTruftees;  to  receive  claims 
againft  the  eftates,  and  to  actjuft  and  dar- 
tify  the  fame  to  the  Prefident,  who  va$ 
authorifed  to  order  the  Treafdrer,  to  ifliie 
notes,  bearing  interejt  from  the  time  when 
the  faid  films  were  paid  into  tiie  f  reafuryj 
which  notes  the  creditors  wef e  tQ  rcc^ve 
in  payments  but  if  any  of  the*  cffatcs 

'  """'ffibuld 
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ihoMid  prove  infolvent,  then  the  creditors  i77^t 
were  to  receive  their  average..  In  this 
manner  fome  of  thefe  eftates  have  been 
fettled,  and  the  creditors  paid  5  others  re- 
main-unfettled.  Some  of  them  barely  paid 
thevcxpenfes  of  their  management;  others 
were  rendered  infolvent.  The  eftate  of 
the  late  Governor  paid  all  the  demands 
upon  it  excepting  that  of  his  father  5  who 
generoufly  withdrew  his  claim  that  the 
other  creditors  might  be  paid  in  full.* 

The 

:  ^  The  following  papers  are  taken  from  the  Regiftry  of  Probate  for 
the  tbunty  of  Rdckingham. 

*  Rockingham,  S  Feb.  x6,  1786.    I  hereby  certify^  that  thefiuns 
'  tgainil  each  perfon^s  name  herein  fet  down,  were  refpedlively  doe  to 

*  them  the  I'aft  day  of  July  1782,  from  the  eftate  of  the  late  Governor^ 

*  John  Wentworth,  Efq,  at  which  time  it  appears  there  had  been  receiv* 

*  e4  into  the  Treafury,  a  fufficieocy  to'  pay  ail  the  demands,  exhibited 

*  tgainft  him,  except  his  father*a  s   who  has  withdrawn  bis,  that  th« 

*  othera  might  ba  paid  in  fall.  P.  White,  Judge  of  Probate.* 

*  Portfmottth,  Feb«  6»  178  j.    Sir,  After  confidering  the  great  de- 

*  laya  in  fettling  the  demanffs  againft  the  eftate  of  my  fon,  Governor 
,  <  Wentworth,  and  the  probsbility,  from  the  ill  management  thereof, 
[  <  before  it  fdl  under  your  d^reJSion,  that  it  will  be  greatly  infolvent  ; 
,*f^d  feeling  for  the  diftrefs  oi  many  of  the  creditors,  and  wi(hing  that 

*  dt  aaayliave  their  juft  demand:  paidi  I  have  determined  to  remove  their 
<  pmbairamnent  as  far  as  I  cao,  by  withdrawing  my  account  and  claimi 
'  oatil  theirs  "be  fully  adjufted  and  ditcharged,  by  you  or  othes  proper 

*  oflicers*     Referving  to  myfelf  flill  the  right  of  claimingi  if  there 

*  ikould  be  found  t  furplus  or  balance  in  hia  iavor.  For  as  proved  by 
'my  acconnt  and  anthentic  vouchers  ready  to  bt  produced,  thtt,  ezdu- 

*  five  of  my  account  before,  1  have  paid  off  fevers!  creditors  to  a  con- 
'  *  fiderable  amount,  fiace  heJeft  this  government}  and  had  alfo  greatly 

^  togmentad  the  value  of  his  eftate  at  WolfboroBg>j  by  my  advancea 

*  nnd  care. thereof,  all  to  the  benefit  of  his  prefenc  4reeitors.  I  (hail 
'  therefore  be  greatly  obliged,  by  your  dire^ing  that  r^:y  account,  be 
'  Tent  me  $  and  I  fiiall  hope  for  your  future  friendly  intil^iitiftn,  if  it 
«  flwold  be  found  neceffary ;  being,  with  the  higheft  efieem  irid  refpeA, 
'.ybvrmofthnmblefervant^  *  Mark  H.  Wentwenh.* 

«  PhiUipa  WKte,  Efq.'  A  gta^ra. 

Dd 


"rtlSTORY    OF 


t779. 


:  rlear  profit  to  the  State  from  all  tliefe 
feations,  as  far  as  it  has  been  afcc^ 
^^miU  J,  is  ineonffderable. 

Power,  ^vhen  delegated  without  rcftric^ 
,  and  for  the  abufe  of  which  the 
ate  13  not  held  accountable,  has  a 
g  tendency  toward  defpotifm.     The 

f  ccnftrr""'-ii  which  we  had  a- 

0d  at       !  ng  of  the  war^  was 

I      by      per         .  to  have  many  im- 
^S^  hiecertity  of  checks 

exclufions  became  every  day  more  evi- 
t*     Other  I  '  vere  forming  conffi- 

"Tstions  on  certain  fcabliftied  principles, 
and  defining  their  r  hts  as  a  preliminary 
to  the  delegation  of  power.  An  attempt 
of  the  like  kind  was  mawle  in  New^Hamp- 
ihirc.  A  convention  of  delegates,  cholen 
£01^  the<  purpoie^  drew^  up'^M^^ht-  abrt|^ 
a^fyft$r»  pf  govei^iHnfei^  -^^  Im  &delS^ 
was  it  in  its  princ%fe^,  a|A^^ 
itt  its  pro5?ifioiis|  t)iat  beings ' ' 


Tate  Gov<^^r  JpV.  W'^woah^  aodthB.la99tpncta4M4nmt!kmUII^ 

i%i  tl»?  •cjQwj*  H  In^Bot  yet  fettfttk    Af^s  I7^«i  -        -  >v*»^* 

Dr-    Thft.  cte*  IB  <j4,  M*.  Ht  W^eatnor^  -prpmd  l|f  -    : ,  ^> ; ,'   5  r^. y 

autheiHr<;  ^HDbers,  ^13^019  ft 

P^*»4  J9  J^bteral  other,  cteditwp,  fin^  Uie  [  *       >1 

^J^pirHd  Tnt«  the  TreiftVj  b^  tie  trii^^'"^*^ ^^ 


ior  ^d  eftatei 


m0 


'^  \ 


I04J5 


%  $ 


N  E  W^H  AM  P  S  H  I  R  E.  431? 

tlie  pejoplcj,  in  thek  tQwn-meetings,  it  wa$    1 779. 
rejefted^    Another  convention  was  apr  ^-^s^^^^' 
pointed,  which  had  more  advantage  than 
the  former,' the  neighbouring  State  of 
]\fafrachufetts  having  digefted  and  adopts 
ja  qoflftitution,  which  was  fUppofed  to  hf 
Bfx  improvement  on  all  wh^ch  had  been 
if a;aed  in  America.  This;  convention  h^ 
no  lefs  than  nine  feffions,  and  continued  f^J^^Jo"* 
for  more  than  two  years.  In  thefirft  plan  ^^'  *^^^* 
^f  government  which  they  comppfed,  they 
diftin£Uy  ftated  the  alienable  ax\d  unalien^ 
.    jSJ^le  rights  of  the  people.     They  divided 

l»e  government  into  three  branches,  le- 
giflative,  executive  and  judicial,  and  defin** 
^  the  limits  of  each.  The  legiflativc 
toranch  was  cp^ippfed  of  a  Senate  and 
JHoufe  of  Repref^ntatives.  The  Senate  1781. 
WS  to  conlift  of  twelve  perfoRp,  five  for 
the  county  of  Rockingham,  two  for  Straf- 
4Rfdr  two  for  Hillfhorough,  two  for  Cher 
ijiire  and  ope  for  Grafton.  Thefe  were 
^  be  voted  for  in  town-meetings,  and  the 

•  vote»  fealed  and  returned  to  the  Secretary's 
office.  The  number  of  Reprefentatives 
was  limited  to  fifty,  and  apportioned  a- 
snong  the  counties,  thus  ;  twenty  for 
Rockingham  5  eighth  for  Strafford ;  ten  for 
HiUiborough;  eight  for  Chefhire;  and 
four  for  Grafton.  Thefe  were  to  be  elefl- 
Dd2  ed 
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1782.  Particular  attention  was  given  to  the  mode 
oPappointing  officers  of  militia,  Inftead 
^of  fuperior  officers  being  chofcn  by  their 
inferiors,  and  inferior  officers  by  the  pri- 
\'^tes»  as  had  bteen  praftifed  fince  the  be-* 
ginning  of  the  war,  the  oitier  of  appoint- 
ment was  reverfed,  and  the  privates  had 
no  power  of  choice  at  all.  This  Tvas  iairf 
to  be  neceifary  to  the  prefervation  of  har- 
mony, fiibordiriation  and  difcipline.  The 
fecond  plan  being  fent  out  was  generally 
approved ;  but  it  was  not  completed  at 
the  time  when  the  news  of  peace  arrived. 

178^-    The  old  form  having  cxpiredwth  the  war, 
u^™^    it  wasj  by  the  votes  of  the  people  in  their 

ApVu,  "  town-meetings  J  revived  and  continued  for 
one  year  longer.  In  the  following  autumn, 

o^  3'<    the  new  form  was  finifhed ;  and  the  name 

of  Governor  being  changed  to  Prefident, 

it  was  a  third  time  printed  and   declared 

>        to  be  'the  civil  conftitution  for  the  State 

of  New-HanipAiii^/   It  took  place  on  the 

1754-  fecond  day  of  the  following  June,  and 
was  introduced  q.t  Concord  by  a  religion* 
folemnity,  which  has  fince  been  repeated 

To  the  convefttioij  whj[j?h  formed  ^ 
iS:bn^tUtio!i  fet^r^to^n^ii^^t^  At^rn 
^art^  th6  S«afceilH  »^^^  Mm^P^ 
Thceatjfc^  tbis  mlf^mr^^ 
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othjq-f^^jeentikil^es  ia  t^^  the:   1784,: 

peqpl/?  \n  tjjat^^uait^rumft  ftpw  be  ex-    '•'^^'^^ 
plained^V    r    .   ;  ^.: .        ,    ;      _^  ^ 
.  ,,TJt>!e  inhabitants,  of  the  difta6t:Qn  thfe, 
weftern  fide  oif  CoMie6lic\it  river,  which 
was   fevered    frpm  •  New-fJampfliire   iij 
1764,  had  been  engaged  in  a  long  and 
bitter  controverlj  with  the  government 
of  New-York.  They  had  even  been  oblig- 
ed to  have  recourfe  to  arms  hi  defence  pf 
their  eiiates  ^  and  frequent  a6l6  of  violence 
had  been  committed.     There  was  among 
thexn  a  fet  of  intrepid  men,  ready  tQ  en- 
counter dangers^  and  trained  to  hardy  em- 
terprife.  At  the  commencemei>t  of  hpftil- 
itics,  by  the  advice  of  fome  principal  op-^    '^  / ". 
pofers  of ;  the  Britifti  Government,  in  the 
otbec  Coloivies,  a  cpmpany  of  thofe  p.eople 
ipyUng  therpkfelv^s  Green  fountain  Bpys^ 
inarched  to  Ticcmderoga^ .  and  wrefted  that    1775;. 
iortrefs,  together = with;  Crown-Point,,  out    ^-^r-j 
pf  t}ie  ka^ds  of  t)^-  Britifh  garitfons.     A 
regUbent/pf  the^i  was  embodied  by  ojrder 
and  in  the  fpay  of  the  geiteral  Congrefs. 
Theic  exertions  dii  the  comtnoii  ciufe  were 
fiieritof  ip«s  ^nd  thek  iervices.wefe.iiccepjt,- 


*>.; 


Soon  after  the  declaration  of  .i^ndepen-  1776. 

idence;'  the  inh^bi^^^nts.  of  that  territory  af-  ' — ^ — ' 
|ciT)U«iiA  cooy^ntioQ  to  cqnfide^^  their 
i*.  : .  ,  '        t)d4                           peculiar 
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1776*  peculiar  fltuadon  and  concert  meafiires 
^^^^^  for  their  fafcty.  The  opportunity  which 
then  prefented  for  a  change  in  their  poli-* 
tical  connexions,  was  too  precious  to  be 
loft.  By  the  diffolution  of  the  bonds 
which  had  held  America  in  fubjeftion  to 
the  Crown  of  Britain,  they  conceived 
themfelves  free  from  the  government  of 
New- York,  to  which  the  moft  of  them 
had  never  voluntarily  fubmitted ;  and,  be- 
ing as  they  faid,  reduced  to  *  a  ftate  of 

*  nature,"  they  thought  that  they  had  a 
right  to  form  fuch  connexions  as  were  a- 
greeable  to  themfelves.  Accordingly  they 
made  and  publifhed  a  declaration  ;   '  that 

JJJl    '  they  would  at  all  times  confider  them- 

jan.  :s.    «  felvcs  Es  a  free  and  independent  State ; 

'  capable  of  regulating  their  own  internal 

'  police ;  that  they  had  the  fole  exclufive 

'  right  of  governing  themfelves,  in  fuch 

*  manner  as  they  fhould  choofe,  not  rc- 
'  pugnant  to  the   refolves  of  Congrefs; 

*  and  that  they  were  ready  to  contribute 

*  their  proportion  to  the  common  defence/ 
Under  the  influence  of  thefe  principles, 
they  formed  a  plan  of  government  and  a 
code  of  laws,  and  petitioned  Congrefs  to 
receive  them  into  the  union. 

The  inhabitants  on  the  eaftern  fide  of 
Connedicut  river  were  very  conveniently 

fituated 
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fituated  to  unite  with  thofeoii  the  wefteri*   iff^^ 
fide,  and  many  of  them^  had  the  fame  prin-  *-^?^  ^ 
ciplcs  and  views.    They  argued- that'  the' 
original  grant  of  N'ew-Hamplhire  to  Ma-' 
fon  was  circumfcrifeed  by  a  line  drawn  at 
the-difiance  of  fixty  mtlcs  from  the  fea ; 
that  all  the  lands  iveftward  of  that  line; 
being  royal  grants,  hdd  been  hfcld  in  fub- 
je6tion  to  the  government  of  New-Hamp- 
(hire  by  force  of  the  royal  commiffions; 
which  were  vacated  by  the  affumed  inde- 
pendence of  the  American  Colonies ;  and 
therefore  that  the  inhabitants  of  all  thofe  f,oll7nthf^ 
lands  had  <  reverted  to  a  ftate  of  nature/  ffifol"' 
By  this  expreflion,  however,  they  did  not  orinVt."* 
mean  that  each  individual  was  teducedto  ^''T^ 
filch  a  ftate ;  but  that  each  town  retained 
its  corporate  unity,  unconnefted  with  any 
fijperior  jurifdiftioh. .  They  diftinguifhed 
between  ccMnrhiflions  derived  from  the  pumic  if 
King, which  were  revokable  at  his  plealure,  X^t  of  n! 
and  incorporations  held  on  certain  condi-  oJa"?i&c! 
tiorts,  which  being  performed,  the  powers 
and  privileges  granted  by  the  incorpora- 
tions were  perpetual.     They  afferted  that 
jurifdi6lions  eftabliflied  by  royal  commif- 
iionrs  could  bind  a  people  together  no  lon- 
ger than  the  force  which  firft  compelled 
continues  to  operate ;  but  when  the  coer- 
cive power  of  the  King  was  rqefled,  and 

its 
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lyyS,  its  opera^on  had  ccafddytiie  people  had  a 
right  to  make  a  ftand  at  the  firft  legd 
fiage^  viz.  their  town  uncorporatiotis.  Theft 
by  univerial  confent  were  held  fkcred; 
hence  they  concluded  that  the  major  part 
of  each  one  of  thofe  tQwns  had  a  right  to 
control  the  minor  part  *,  and  they  cooiide^ 
ed  themfelves  as  fo  many  diflin^  corpora- 
tions, iintil  they  ihoujd  agr^.  tp  unite  io 
one  aggregate  body.  ^ 

In  thefe  fentiments  the  people  werte  &pt 
all  united.  The  majority  c^  <fome  tOwiH 
was  in  favor  of  their  former  connexion) 
and  in  thofe  towns  where  the  majority  iiH 
clined  the.  other  way,  the  minority  clmm^ 
ed  prote£lion  of  the  government. 

They  fuppofed  that  the  exiftence  of  their 
town-incorporations,. and  of  the  privileges 
annexed  to  them,  depended  on  their  union 
to  New-Hampfliire ;  and  that  their  accept- 
ance of  the  grants  was  in  effecl  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  jurifdiftion,  and  a 
fubmiflion  to  the  laws  of  the  State  s  from 
which  they  could  not  fairly  be  difengaged 
without  its  confent  5  as  the  State  had  never 
injured  or  oppreiTcd  them. 

Much  pains,  were  taken,  by  the  oth- 
er party,  to  diffeminate  the  new  ideas. 
Conventions  were  held,  pamphlets  were 
printed,    and  at  length  a  petition  ^'as 

drawn 
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draMrn  in  the  naioeof  £xteen  towoJ?  ,Pttj  ^?7^t 
the  eaftern  fide  of  Conftefticut  i:iv:ef,  re-;   **^-^^ 
quefting  the  new  StatP,  which  had  affuracd 
the  name  of  VERMO^fTy  to  receive  thetn; 
into  ii$  union,  alleging,  '  that  they  were  HampSj^^' 

*  not  eonnefted  with  any  State^  with  ref-  ^*"* 

*  peft  to  their  internal  police/  Tl»  Af- 
iethWy  at  firft  appeared  to  be  againft  re*' 
ceiving  thera ;  but  the  fliembers  fijQBJ Jthofe 
towns  which  were  fituated  near  jAw.  rivei? 
on  the  weft  fide,  declared  that  th^y  would 
withdraw  ^nd*  join  wi$h  the  peopl^  Qft  the 
eaft  fide,  in  forming  .a  new  State,v  Th? 
queftion  was  then  referred  to  the  peopk  at 
large,  and  rtieans  were  wfed  to  influence  a 
majority  of  the  towns  to.  vote  in  favor  of  jum  iu 
the  Uhion^  which  the.  Aflerably  cfliil4  not 

but  confirm.  The  fixtieen  towns  tvere  ac^ 
cordingly  received;  and  the  Vermont  Aft 
iembly  refolvedj  that  any  other  towns  pa 
the  eaftern  fide  of  the  river  might.  l»:  ait 
nat^tted  9n  {)roducing  a  vote  of  a  majprity 
of  the  ifthabitants,  or  on  the  appcMitBicnt 
'  :       ,  <>f 

•  I  CoraKhy  8  Bitb, 

%  Libtaboy  9  Lymtoy 

{a  nime  given  to  the  tu^J^^^'*^'^^  ^^  ^*** 

diftrift   belpnging.to  '^-T^*^ \ tleton  ani  Dalton. 

^txtmbttth    Coiiegt  ;  ,1  i^nfidd, 

bot  fio«ir  dUtifed«  i«  Canaaa, 

4  lame,  .1^  CarJigan^  mfrntftiUge^ 

5  OHbrd^         '  14.  fcaaaafi;        ' 

6  Pkrmwit, .  .  •  1$  Gpnibtottittfnom  NcwConcocd. 

7  HaTcrlulJy  16  i)#0rr2f  ./«w«>  now  Firni'cDnfkw 


444  HISTORY    OF 

1778.   of  a  Reprefentative.     Being  thus  admitted 

^^**5'~*  rrito  the  State  of  Vermont,  they  gave  no- 
tice to  the  governmentpf  New-Hampfhire, 
bf  the  ftparation  wHicK  they  had  made, 
iand'expreffed  theiY  wifh  for  an  amkable 

June  25.  fcttlemerit  of  a  jurifdiftional  line,  and  a 
friendly  corrcfpondence. 

A«x.  2%.  '^^^ '  Pi'efident  ^  6f  New  -Hirtipfhire,  in 
theiianie  6f  thfe  Aflenibly,  ^rote'to  the 
Odverftbt  6f  Verm'6ht;  claiming  the  fixteen 
towtiS' as  part  of  the'Stkte,' the  limits  of 
whieh  had  b^en  determined  prior  to  the 
Involution  ;  reminding  bim  that  thofe 
tbwns  had  ferit  delegates  to  the  cdnvention 
in  1775 ;  that  they  had  applied  to  the  Af- 
•»*  -)  ffembly  for  arms  and  ammunition,  which 
hafd  been  fent  to  them  j  that  their  military 
Officers  had  accepted  cdmrtiifliofts  and  obey- 
ed orders  from  the  government;  that  the 
minority  of  t'hble  towns  was  averfe  to  a 
difunion,  and  had  claimed  pifotettion  of 
the  State^,  which  the  AlTembly  thought 
thettifelves  bound  to  afFof d  5  and  befeech- 
ii\g  him  to  ufe  his  influence  with  the  Af- 
fembly  of  Vermont  to  diffolve  the'  newly 
^fotrned  connexion  •  ^ 

A»g.  19.  A^  ^^^  f^'^^  t^"'^'  *h^  I'refi'denI:  wrote 
to  the  delegates  of  the  State  in  Cohgrefs ; 
defiring  them  to  take  advice  and  endeavour 
tQ  obtaiii  the  interpofition  of  that  body; 

intimating 


NE'W.HAMPSHIRe-  Ui 

intimating  his  apprehenfion,  that  without    177s* 
it,  the  controverfy  muft  be  decided  by  the   ^""""^^ 
fword,  as  every  condefcendingmeafufehaid 
been  ufed  from  the  begin  nin|;  and  re- 
jefted. 

The  Governor  and  Council  of  yermonf 
fent  a  raefienger  to  Congreft  to  lee  in  what 
light  the  new  State  was  viewed  by  them. 
On  his  return  he  reported,  that  the  Con-, 
grefs  was  unanim'oufly  bppofed  to  the  Ut 
nion  of  the  fixteen  towns  with  Vermont  • 
otherwife  they  (excepting  the  delegates  of 
New- York)  had  ^o  objeSipn  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  new  State,  * 

At  the  n?xt  feffion  of  the  Vermont  Af*  oaobet. 
fembly  at  Windfor,  when  the  Reprefentar 
tives  of  the  fixteen  towns  had  taken  theit 
feats,  a  debate  arofe  on  a  queftion,  whether 
they  fhould  be  erefted  into  a  new  county, 
which  pafTed  in  the  negative.  Conceiving  . 
that  they  were  npt  admitted  to  equal  priv 
vileges  with  their  brethren,  the  members 
from  thofe  towns  withdrew  5  and  were  fol-  , 
lowed  by  feveral  others  belonging  to  the 
towns  adjoining  the  river  on  the  weft  fide. 
They  formed  themfelves  into  a  convention, 
and  invited  all  the  towns  on  both  fides  of 
the  river  to  unite,  and  fet  up  another  State 
by  the  name  of  New-Conne£licut.  This 
leceffiori  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to.  thie 

State 
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1778.    State  of  Vermont.    A  ridgq  of  mountains 
^"^^^^    which  extends  from  fouth  to  north  through 
that  territory,  feemcd  to  form  not  only  a 
natural^  but  a  political  line  of  diviiion.    A 
more  cordial  union  fubfifted  between  liiQ 
people  on  the  eaflem  fide  of  the  Green 
Mountains,  and  the  eaflern  fide  of  Connect 
ticut  river,  than  between  the  latter  and 
thofe  on  the  weilern  fide  of  the  mountains; 
but  thefe  alone  were  infufl&cient,  without 
the  others,  to  make  a  State.     The  Gover- 
nor, and  other  leading  iRen  of  Vermont, 
who  refided  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Moun- 
tains, wTote  letters  to  the  Aflembly  of 
Ncw-Hampfhire,  informing  them  of  the 
reparation,  and  exprefling  their  difappro- 
bation  of  a  connexion  with  the  fixteen 
towns.     The  Affembly  regarded  thefe  let- 
ters as  ambiguous,  and  as  not  expreflii^ 
a  dilinclination  to  any  future  connexion 
with  them.     Jealoufy  is  faid  to  be  a  re- 
publican virtue  3  it  operated  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  the  event  proved  that  it  was 
not  without  foundation. 

A  convention  of  delegates  from  feveral 
occ  9.  towns  on  both  fides  of  the  river  aflembled 
at  Cornifh  and  agreed  to  unite,  without 
any  regard  to  the  limits  eftablifhed  by  the 
King  in  1764;  and  to  make  the  following 
propofals  to  New-Hampfhire,  viz.  either 

to 
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ta  agree  with  them  on  iadivkliftg  line,  or  177*. 
4o,  fubmit  the  diipute  to  Cofifpefs^,  -  ^r '  to  ^^""^ 
arfiittators  mutually  chofen;  -tf  neith^ 
of'  thde  propofals  were  accepted,  therii  in 
cafe  they  could  agree  with  NewiHamp^ 
ftiireon  aform  of  government^  they  would 
confent  that  ^  the  whole  of  the  ^ants  on 
♦  feoth  fides  of  the  river .  ft^iid  -  conneft 
t  themfelvcs  with-New*^Hampfhiirc>  and 
^•ibecome  one  entire  State,  aa^bbfore  the 
^TDyalidblerminattdiifn  1^4/  Till  orib 
or  othey  of  thefe  propofals  fhoiild  be  com- 
ptie4  with,  they  determined  '  to  ttfuft  in 
<  PiDovidence  and  defend  themfelves.' 
-•;  .'Aa  attempt  was  made  in  the  following  ^779* 
ycao  to  form,  a  cbnftitution  for  New- 
HampAitre,  in^ ^which  the  limits  of  the 
State  lu/iere  feid/ 10  bet  the  fame  'as  under 
tin  royal  government  ^referving  never«- 
^theiefs  our  claim  to  thp  New^Hampftiire 
>:Gmnts;  5|«eft  of  Connecticut  river.*  Tho' 
tiodb  form  of  government  was  re}e^ed  by 
a  mcgfority  of  the  people ;  yet  there  was  a 
difjpofition  in  a  great  part  of  the  Affembly 
4^  cetisiiA)  their  claim  to  the  whole  of  the 
gnmts  weilward  of  th^  river.  Atthef^me 
time  the  State  of  New-York  fet  up  a  claim 
to  the  feme  lands,  audit  was  fufpe6led, 
perhi^'.not  without  r^on,  that  iptrigues 
were  forming  to  divide  Vermont  between 

New- 
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New-Hampfliire  and  New-York,  by  the 
ridge  of  mountains  which  runs  throu^ 
the  territory.  Certain  it  is  that  the  Ver- 
monters  were  alarmed;  and,  that  they 
might  have  the  fame  advants^e  of  thdr 
ad verfaries,  they  extended  their  claim  wefb 
ward  into  New- York  and  eaftward  into 
New-Hampfhire  ;  and  thus  not  only  the 
fixteen  towns,  but  feveral  other  towns  in 
the  counties  of  Chefhire  and  Grafton,  be- 
came incorporated  with  Vermont  by  *ar- 
*  tides  of  union  and  confederation/ 

It  is  not  eafy  to  develope  the  intrigues 
of  the  feveral  parties,  or  to  clear  their 
tranfaftions  from  the  obfcurity  which  fur- 
rounds  them/*  He  who  looks  for  con- 
liftency  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Conven- 
tions and  Affemblies  which  were  involved 
in  this  controverfy,  will  be  dilappointeA 
Several  interfering  interefts  confpircd  to 
perplex  the  fubject.  The  people  on  the 
weflernfideof  the  Green  Mountains,  wilh- 
cd  to  have  the  feat  of  government  among 
them.  Thofe  adjoining  Connefticut  riv- 
er,  on  both  fides,  were  defirous  of  bring- 
ing the  centre  of  jurifdidtion  to  the  vei^ 

of 

•  The  author  has  fpared  no  pains  to  gam  as  pcrfeft  a  knowledge  of 
thefe  things  as  the  natuie  of  ihcni  will  admit.  If  he  hat  not  fuccecd- 
ed  in  obtaining  materials,  for  a  juft  and  full  account,  it  is  bis  reqo?* 
that  ihofe  who  are  better  acquainted  with  the  fubjeO  would  oUi|C  tk 
public  with  more  accurate  information. 
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qf  the  river.  The  leading  men  in  thiJ  1779- 
efUtern  part  of  New-Hampftiire,  were  *—>'"-*• 
averfe  to  a  removal  of  the  government 
froqi  its  old  feat.  Vermont  had  ^ifumed 
independence  ^  but  its  limits  were  not  der 
fined.  New-York  had  a  claim  oft  that 
territory  as  far  as  Connecticut  River,  from 
\yhich  there  wa^  no  difpofition  to  recede. 
That  State  had  been  always  oppofed  to 
the  independence  of  Vermont,  New- 
Hampihire  at  firft  feemed  to  acquiefce  in 
it ;  and  fgme  letters  which  the  Prefident 
wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Vermont^  when 
threatened  with  invafion  in  1777,  were 
imderftood  as  an  acknowledgment  of  it^ 
Had  there  been  no  attempt  to  unite  with 
the  towns  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  river, 
New-Hampfliire  would  perhaps  never 
have  oppofed  the  independence  of  Ver- 
mont •  But  the  Affembly  was  afterward  in- 
duced to  claim  all  that  territory,  which 
before  the  year  1764,  had  been  fuppofed 
to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  State.  This 
interfered  with  the  claim  of  New- York ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  Madachufetts  put  in 
a  claim  to  a  part  of  Vcnnont.  The  con- 
troverfy  had  become  fo  intricate,  that 
it  was  thought  neceflary  to  be  decided  by 
Congrefs  ;  and  application  being  made  to  j^^^  ^^ 
that  body,  they  recommended  to  the  three 
E  e  States 
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1779.  States  of  New- York,  Maflachufctts  dnd 
jtli^of  New-Hampfhire,  to  pafs  afts which  fliould 
tongrcf..  authorife  Congrefs  to  determine  thdir 
boundaries ;  and  at  the  fame  time  tfiey 
advifed  the  people  of  Vermont  to  relhi- 
quifh  jurifdiftion  over  all  perfons  oa  the 
weft  or  eaft  fides  of  Connefticut  river, 
who  had  not  denied  the  authority  of  New- 
York  and  New-Hamp(hire  5 .  and  to  ab- 
ftain  from  granting  lands,  or  confifcating 
eftates,  within  their  ailumed  limits,  tilt 
the  matter  (hould  be  decided.  The 
States  of  New-York  and  New-Hamp- 
fhire  paffed  thefe  a£ls  ;  but'  Maflachu- 
fctts did  not.  The  Vermont  Aflembly 
proceeded  in  granting  lands  andconfilcat- 
ing  eilates  ;  and  Congrefs  could  only  re- 
folve  that  their  proceedings  were  unwar- 
rantable. 

It  was  neceflary  that  nine  States  (houid 
be  prefent  in  Congrefs,  befide  thofe  whofe 
claims  were  to  be  heard.  A  deficiency  in 
the  reprefentation  caufed  a  long  delay; 
but  after  the  expiration  of  another  year 
the  queftion  was  brought  on.  The  claims 
^7^^-  of  New -York  and  New-Ham pfliire  were 
Sept  2c.  put  in  ;  and  both  pleaded  that  Vermont 
had  no  right  to  independence.  The  agents 
of  the  new  State  allerted  their  right,  and 

offered 


otfered  to  becbrhe  part  of  "the  union ;  4^-    J780. 
timating,  that  if  they  could  hot  be'a«l-  ''  ^ '  " 
rtiitted,  they  ftiould  be  feducM  td'the  «te- 
ceflityof  making  the  beft  terms  with  die 
Britifh  gdvefnment.*     ;•-  :   ;;    .- 

'  The  caufe  was  faithef" perplexed  by-'i 
tiohftitutiohdl  queftion,  whether  CongWtfs 
had  any  power  to  form  a  new  State  with-  jyg  j. 
in  the  limits  of  the  union?  The  4ecifi6n  •-i^ 
tiiras  deferred ;  and  after  eleven  months,  *"s- »»• 
Congrefs  had  proceeded  no  f^irther,  than 
to  lay  it  dtJwn  as  an  indifpenfablfe  prelimi- 
nary, to  the  recognition  of  Vermont,  ^s' a 
member  of  the  union  j  that  they  (hodld 

•  explicitly  Telinquifti  all  demands  of  land 

•  ahd  jurifdiftioti  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Con- 
necticut rivei*,  and  on  the  weft  fide  of  a 

Mine 

*  Now  fu  intn^oei  of  this  kind  were  carried  on  it  may  be  difi^culc 
«o  sretrtaia  ;*  bit  that  the  BrUiik  GovcrQmeBt  hid  (bme  depatdenc^ 
oa  the  defeftioa  of  Vermont  appe^ci  from  the  following  paragraph  of 
•a  intercepted  letter  ftom  Lord  Ceorgs  Oefttaalnr,  to  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
tot,  dattd  Wbicefaall,  Feb.  7>  178!. 

*The  return  of  the  people  of  Vermont  to  their  allegiance,   ii  an 

*  event  of  the  otmoft  YiAporUnte  to  the  fting^t  affaiti ;  and  at  thistitfie^  . 

*  if  the  French  f^nrf.  Waihington  reallj  coediute  an  irruption  into  Can-    the  PennfvU 

*  ada,  may  be  confidered  as  oppofing  an  infurmountable  bar  to  the'at-     ^^">^  P><-^- 

<  teihft*    Ccderal  Haldimwi  who  bad  the  &me  inftruAionawith  you     1781  "^"   ^'* 

<  to  draw  over  thofe  people  and  give  them  fupport,  will,  1  doubt  nor, 
'  paih  op  a  body  of  troops,  to  ad  in  conJunfHon  with  them,  to  fecure 

<  all  the  avetueit  throogh  their  country  into  Canada ;  and  when  the  • 

*  feafon  admits^  take  pftflTeifion  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  Hudfon^s  and' 
^Coaoeftleat  rfvers»  tnd  cut  off  the  ooounnoication  between  Albery 

<  9nd  the  Mohawk  country.    How.  fir  they  nriay  be  able  to  extend 

*  themfetvea  (bnthward  and  eaft  ward, 'mn  ft  depend  on  the!r  numbars, 
^cvliittdiipofitJon  of  the  inhabitants.* 

Ee2 
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1781.    *  line  drawn  twenty  miles  eaft  ward  of  HudiT 

*  fon's  liver  to  Lake  Champlaiii/ 
ijiWhen  this  refolution  was  laid   before 

the  AUembly  of  Vermont,  which  met  at 

w!mont*'  Charleftown,  they  determined  to  '  rcmaia 

'  K^Hr^*''  '  ^^^  ^^  ^^  principles  on  which  they  firfl: 

^jhhfffii^:,.    <  alfumed  government,  and  to  hold  thear- 

*  licles  of  union  inviolate ;  that  they  would 

*  not  fubmit  the  queftion  of  their  inde- 

*  pendence  to  the  ait»itramcnt   of  any 
^  power  whatever ;  but  they  were  willing 

*  at  prefent  to  refer  the  queftion  of  that 

*  jiiriftlitlional  boundaiy  to  Commiilion- 
^ 'ers  mutually  chofen,  and  when  they 
^  fhould  be  admitted  into  the  American 
'  union,  they  would  fubmit  any  fuch  dif- 
f^^ptites  tOrC^^greiSiij  >.  ^  y  Ai  -^-- 
^  The  ftate  of  fociety  witlit»iithe  feced- 
ing  towns,  at  this  time,  was  very,  ifnhappy. 
The  majoFitie^  att^mpted^ta^k6iatFc^  ^ 
Eiiinorities  J  and  thde  were  di^wrfbd  mit 
to  fubmit,  butto  ieekpro^iS^i^  ofjiik 
government  with  whicb  ,lii€y>had:/tbi^ 
feohtiefted-  At  the  fame  ttmetand^in^itk 
iatot  place^  J4aftic€s,  Sheriffs,  q^  GdA- 
ftables,  appointed  by  th^  aintiiority  >6f 
feoth  States,  were  cxercifiiig  ^rs^diSdm 
t>ver  the  fame  perfona.  Party  lage,.  iiigh 
words  and  de^prefenttpcflt^^  were  ti»e^ 
of  thefe  cladiing^  intereftsu  1  iAa?  idSktf 

i  which 
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wHkb"^begaa  la  <he  Jtowii  t>f  ChcfferfLftldi  ■  178  v^ 

tween  the  States  of  New-Hamj^luce  and) 

-/!  AO>iiilabli^j^ppoimedi>|r  theauthorio 
ty  :o£^!'¥ermont|  had>tJwmrmnania(3ioii3 

iamri/iTi:a>mpa3iy;irfitIi  a^  imtnber  of  peo^  ko?.  14* 
pd'e  c^  his  CMrn\^arty,  sind  lEttempted  to 
arreft  hkn*^  /  fTfa^jowner  of.cbe  liouie  in^ 
tehpo&d.  :l%edS«m£)»bleptiKla(^^^  ms  depo- 

inoMiiattd/b^gBJitcwcadsThcawaer^       '^!!I^^ 
teHiSbitwl»tihiiijic^ThrM  --  ^' 

tro^tc:;  3y^a^  c^aiordnti  iVotxi.a  .Vef  mont 
Jtritice;.'  the  hduMidddec>>  anc}  iatibtheff  of 
theicotaipMiyi  3«3attt  bornQnttedi  ttf^  fxpir^^ 
isrlOhi|^itfbDiifd«ort3%e^^ 
^;ikfl^Uy{>o£i9>reie4Hai^^      f0ri«e^ 

fftt84e©iot*fiii|fety;itQ-idij^  of 

i^flk^ure  t^  r#lftafft  *he-pal^itera;  jitHcy^fir- 
i^rili»|>o$!ftore{|;ithev  toscatife 

69  ^rfl^«iHi34ed^hd  contmitftM  ix^^n^ 

ftifr^fi^te^flf.  Y«*^  by  tkc 

HiSynrts  of  thoie  counties  where  they  migtjit 

E  e  3  be 
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be  confined;  and  for  this  purpofe  the 
Sbcrifts  were  empowered  to  raife  Xhtpofft 
Comitatus. 

In  attempting  to  releafe  the  two  prifon* 
ers  from  Charleftown  gaol,  the  Sheriff 
himfelf  was  imprifoned  by  the  Vermont 
Sheriff,  linder  the  authority  of  a  warrant 
from  three  Juftices.  The  imprifimed  She^ 
riff  applied  to  a  Brigadier  General  of 
New-Hamp{hire,  to  raife  the  militia  for 
his  liberation.     This  alarmed  the  Vcr-^ 
.  monters ;  and  orders  were  ifiued  by  the 
.     Governor  for  their  militia  to- oppofe  icftct 
]]^   with  force,     A  committee  of  Vermont 
Jill.  i».    was  fent  to  Exeter,  *  to  agree  ion  meafures 
^  to  prevent  hoftilities.'  One  of  this  com- 
mittee  was  the  Vermont  Sheriff;  he  was 
immediately   arretted  and   thrown   into 
prifon  at  Exeter,  and  there  held  as  a  hof-^ 
tage  for  the  releafe  of  the  Sheriff  of  Che- 
Ihire.     The  Allembly  ifiued  a  proclama- 
tion,  allowing  forty  days  for  the  people 
in  the  revolted  towns  to  repair  to  Ibmc 
Magiftrate  of  New-Hamp(hire,  and  fiib- 
fcribe  a  declaration,  that  they  acknow- 
ledged the  extent  of  New-Hampfhire  to 
Conncflicut  river  ;  and  that  they  would 
demean  themfelves  peaceably  as  good  cit- 
izens of  the  State.     They  alfo   ordered 

the 


■^  E  W-H  AM  F  SiH  IR  E.  455 

tHe..miUtiai-Qf  .^^  the  counties  toehold.  17^2. 
themfelvesjiUirQaclin^^  tO:  march  agamft:  '— *-^ 
the.revolters.  .....  .'     . 

Wbilft  affmrs  wore  fe^ht  *  jthFeateniug 
afped,  between  ^  twQ^c^jtto^KiQe^ns  wese : 
ui^:9t:  Cdngrefs  tQ  ta^  ivtp :  the  xonlro^ ' 
Vieyfy  fit^  m>fip  geiveraJl :  gwund^ : :  /A.  €0(m- 
xMtt^Qi'  .^ho  (had;  mi^et.SQi^4epa,ti9iai  fthe 
aSair  of  admitting,¥eKi(n9nt  intQi  th^  uo'iQn 
ap44pterfl»i9tn^<}^:jb»9.ttnda[LW,:p«reyailed 
dvGeiver^ >Wai]^)i^»^<>i)b  thea-^  PbU»t 
delphi.a,.to.j?fitjB  t«.t;he.Poveraoj?,pfc,Vfirr  w-  «• 
jxioptfl  atftfitig  to  a'reUjiqwiho9ftntje>f  itheir 
lat^  :?fttpjifipij, .,  ast, ,«« ( .'j  indifpenfifele  pye?. 
VUiiw»|^lifiObth^E4idt|iifl^^^^    intolhe  u* 
i4pg.^;.j{i$i»iating  alfo^.that  pfiQi):dth?ir 
npa-CQQ)p^f n,c^  th/sy  tmi)^^  l?e  .(paiUfr^ 
as  havix^; s^ho&ile  d^of^tipa t/9y!fJ^4 ithP 
linited;§ta.te^  -ii}  ^^h  cj^/foemfSbi'm  Appe<id», 
tl^s;  par^,  .of  ijf)ngfcfs,..hliw«y6r )  difeoe^  *'°"  *' 
bie»  would  be  neceJiary.         .:   1         /,;: 
. .  .3:^  J^ter.  .ha4..$he,  d^retl  €^§15^, .  .Xh* 
Mqtt^lpiy  oCiV^iTfliojn,^  tflHiijg: :  a4ya«rage 
pf  tliflj^Jjfen^g  ofvjd^e^njQmberS:,  A9l»?iitbfi  f**-  *»• 
^^ecnj4?  9Jf  tfifi.^yierji  9l?.l3ai«fiSl  SI  m^Cr 
jtyVf^tx^nap^i^^g^wi^         p^inoMMuyi 
^^i^-eMv^r '  *  ^ .  ;thie:  yi^^mrhw^  rof 

•  J'irPB^^^vit  riy-egist^  tb^c  on€s,par«i^d  a  - 
f  ii^pdrasfjtt  frpjn^  no?  th-vweft  eprner  of 

*  ^^yfehyfetts>north\Sfard,  to  LalwCham^ 

^  E  e  4  *  plain 
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1782-  *  plain  on  the  other  part,  be  the  eS^em 
^—^^"^  *  and  weftern  bduiidaries  of  the  State  of 
*  Vermont,  and  that  they  relinquiihed  all 
'  claimofJurirdiflioH  without  thofe  Umits.' 
When  the  members  from  the  eaftera  fide 
of  Connefticut  river  ftrrivedj  they  fodhd 
themfelves  excluded  from  a  feat  in.  the 
Afiembly^  and  took  their  leave  with  Jbmc 
expredions  of  bitterHefS). 

After  this  compliance,  it  ?ra8  cJcpeAed 
that  Vermont  would  be^dmitted  inta  die 
union,  a^d  the  queftioh  ^as  lotemnly  put 
Apiiii4.  in  Congrefs;  but  a  majority  decid^  a^ 
gainft  it  5  to  the  no  fmall  difiipp«nttncnt 
of  many  perfons,  befide  the  inhabitants' of 
the  difputed  territory.  The  pretence  for 
this  dccifion  was,  that  they  had  exceeded 
the  limited  time  5  but  they  had  complied 
with  the  ^  indifpenfible  preliminary  ;'  and 
the  order  of  Congrefs,  requiring  it,  ftood 
unrepealed. 

Though  cut  off  from  their  connexion 
with  Vermont,  the  revolted  towns  did  not 
at  once  return  to  a  ftate  of  peace  3  but 
iIr*  divilions  and  animofities  which  had 
ib  long  fubfifted,  continued  to;  produce 
di fiui;reeable  effeft^-.  The  j udicial  Courts 
of  Nevv-I-|umpfhireliad-fat  w^ithout  muth 
interruption,  in  the  counties  of  Cheihire 
iUKl  Grafton,  whilft  the  officers  of  Ver- 
mont 


^Jtb  ttttfe-igtiteft  tlw= fitting  (jf'-^ 

'-•'i- WliM  .the  ftiifeiior  Ct)iii*t 'wis  'hpldeii  September. 
tt«  KfeettCjc  a'ttiiihl^-  of  J)effonff  appearaf, 
•teKd^fc  i«  •pi^dtJiedmgs,'  aftd- effifSeft 
«hd[f  iptifpoferDfa^^^s^tbhiake  aii^cfiirA- 
-mbd  i;iec«gkryr;Cl»ift-tKfee'o^ 

Jtimeieffoits  Wfif©  tnadc.^td  talfe'^*  =.partr^ 
4vli9  fboiild' :tfpp{«fe£th»!Sa^dr  CbttM^ 
4nd'  ;it  iviros. -nrppvtddi  Yhat  tW  4iOndrei4 
■n»eaibad:af&ct)Mtd  and  ^rtaid'itkiiiifeiw^ 
for  that  purpofe/-- iQiliihc  Hiortimg  fefei  q^^^, 
fore  the  Court  was  opened,  feveral  of  the 
leaders  came  to  the  Judges'  chambers  and' 
prefented  a  petition,  praying,  *  that  the 

*  Court  might  be  adjourned,  and  that  no 
t  judicial  proceedings  might  be  had,  whilfl 
'*  'the  troubles  in  which  the  country  had 

*  been  involved  flill  fubfifted.'  They  were 
told  that  the  Judges  could  come  to  no  de-> 
termination  on  the  fubjeft,  but  in  opea 
Court.  When  the  Court  was  opened, 
their  petition  was  publicly  read }  and  the 
confideration  of  it  was  poftponed  to.  the 
next  day.    The  Court  then  proceeded  to 

its 
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(783.  its  common  bufinefs.    The  Grand  Jury 
being  impannelled,  the  doors  of  the  houfe 
where  they  met  were  kept  open^  whilft  the 
AttomeyGeneral  laid  before  them  the  cafe 
of  the  rioters  at  the  inferior  Court,    A 
L^iU  was  found  again  ft  them.   They  were 
{arraigned,  they  pleaded  guilty,  and  call 
l|themfelves  on  tlie  mercy  of  the  Court. 
The  Court  remitted  their  punifhment  oa, 
r  condition  of  their  future  peaceable  beha* 
nov.    This  well  judged  combination  of 
firmnefs  and  lenity  dif^rmed  the  iniurg- 
^*nts  ;  and  tliey  quietly  difperfed.     From 
that  time  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  gov- 
ernment in  that  quarter  gradually  abated; 
and  the  people  returned  to  their  connex- 
.i«uo  it>nvWirh  New-Hampfhire*^4fl! 


It* 
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P.o^UJar  difcoritent.     Efforts  for  paper  cur^, 
rency'.   Xender-aSlsn   InfurreBion.   Dig- 
:  mi/ and  lenity  of  government.     Federal 
Conjiitution.  •   . 

TUfe  American  revolution  had  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  as  far  as  it 
refpefted  our  emancipation  frbm  iFdreign 
jurifdiftion,  the  eftablilhtncnt  of  forms  of 
government  amotigQurfelves,  and  our  de- 
liverance from  war.  It  remained,  to  ac- 
commodate' the  minds  and  manners  of 
the'people,  under  the  new  adminiftration,* 
to  a  regular  courfe  of  juftice,  both  public 
and  private  j  to  perfeft  the  union  of  the 
States  5  and  to  cftablifh  a  fyftem  of  finance. 
Thcfe  things  were  neceflary  to-  make  the 
revolution  complete. 

•  The  extremes  of  defpotifm  on  the  one 
hand,- and  of  licentioufnefs  on  the  other, 
are  equally  to  be  avoided.  In  ^  juft  me- 
dium between  thefc,  a  government  well 
balanced  and  executed  with  vigor,  is  capa- 
ble of  produdng  the  mod  valuable  bene- 
fits. To  this  point  it  was  neceflary  to 
conduftour  revolution.  But  it  was  equal- 
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ly  neceffary,  that  it  ftiould  proceed  by 
flow  degrees;  that,  errors  in  principle 
ftiould  begradtially  reformed  ;  arid  that 
men  ftiould  be  taught,  by  their  own  ex- 
perience, the  folly  of  relying  on  any  fyf- 
tetri  6f.  politics,  which>  however .fupp<Ml:ed 
by  popularity,  is  not  founded  in  refti* 
tude. 

.  A-  large  dQbt,-  accumukted  by  4kc-war, 
remained  to  be  difcharged.  For  this  pur- 
pofe>  requifitions'wejremade  by  Congrefs, 
as.V.eii,aa|by  the  State  Government  Sil- 
ver and  ^old,  which  had  circulated  largely 
in  the  latter  years  of  the  war,  were  le^ 
turning;,  by  the  ufualrcourfe  of  <  trade,  to 
thofe  countries,  whence  large  quantities 
of  neceffary  and  unneceliary  oomiiiodities 
had  been  imported,  Had  any  general 
fyflem  of  import  been  adopted,  fame  part 
of  this  money  might. have  been  retained,an(l 
fome  part  of  the  public  debt  difcharged  j 
but  thepower  of  Congress  didnot  extend  to 
this  object ;  and  the  States  were  not  unit- 
ed in  the  expediency  of  delegating  new 
and  fufficient  powers  to  that  body.  Tk 
partial  impofts,  laid  by  fome  of  the  States, 
were  ineffeilual,  as  long  as  others  found 
theh'  intereft  in  omitting  them.  Recourfe 
therefore  was  had  to  the  ufual  mode  of 
.taxation  on  polls  and  eftates  ;  by  which 
tneans,  a  heavy  burden  was  laid  on  the 

hufl^andman 
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hufbandman  and  the,  labourer.  ThoTe^ 
who  were  p}jn6tuaLin  their  paymentSt  faw 
JXQ  probable  ^d  of  their  exertions,,  whiM^ 
the  negligence  of  others  .qccafionid^fe^ 
peated  demands.  Private  creditors,  whq 
had  fujSered  by  long  forbearance,  we^q 
importunate  for  their  dues  ;  and  .the 
Courts. of  Law  were  full  of  fuits.  .  > 

;  -The  people  who  felt  themfelves  difbeff- 
cd,  held  conferences  with  a  view  to  <devife 
means  of  rodrels.  The  moft  •  eafjr  repiisdy 
which  appeared  to  many  of  them,  was  a 
Ijew  emiffion  of  paper  bills,  funjled  on 
r^  eiftate,  and  loanetl  on  intereft.  To 
effeft  this,  petitions  were  addrefled  to  the  1785* 
JLegiflature  y  and  to  remedy  the  giievance,  ^"^^^ 
as  far  as  it  was  occalioned  by  a  debt  of 
the. State,. an  a6l  was  paffed,  todraw  mtp 
the  Tireafury  all  notes  iflued  by  the  State, 
juid  give  certificates  for  the  intereft,  ari4 
fpr  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  principal,  an- 
hually  I  which  certificates  were  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  Treafurer  for  taxes,  *  in  lieu 
*  of,  and,  equal  to  filver  and  gold.'  By 
this  means,  it  was  expefted  that  the  debt 
would  gr^ually  be  extinguiflied ;  and 
that  the  people  would  eafily  be  enabled 
to  pay  at  lesSft  one  fpecies  of  their  taxes- 
This  was  far  from  fatisfying  the  com- 
plainants.   The  public  fecuritics,  they 

faid^ 
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1785*  faid,  were  Angroffed  by  rich  fpeculatoR) 
and  the  poor  were  diftrefled  for  the  means 
of  paying  their  taxes  and  their  private 
debts.  The  cry  for  paper  money  was 
inceflant ;  and  the  people  were  called  up* 
on  in  tlie  public  papers,  '  to  afiert  their 
*■  own  majefly,  as  the  origin  of  power,  and 

*  to  make  their  Governors  know,  liat 

*  they  are  but  the  executors  of  the  public 
'  will.' 

To  this  clamor,  the  voice  of  reafcxi  and 
juftice  calmly  anfwered ;  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  the  Legiflature  to  eftjib- 
lilh  any  fund.  Which  fhould  fe^ure  paper 
money  from  depreciation  5  that  there  was 
fo  much  paper  then  in  circulation,  and 
the  time  of  its  redemption  was  fo  diftant, 
that  the  notes  pafled  at  a  difcount  of  fixty, 
and  the  certificates  of  twenty  per  cent ; 
that  if  the  quantity  were  increafed,  the 
depreciation  would increafe  in  proportion; 
that  if  bills  were  iffued  and  made  a  tender 
in  all  payments,  it  would  never  be  in  the 
power  of  government  to  redeem  them  by 
filver  and  gold,  becaufe  none  could  be 
collefted ;  and  in  that  cafe,  no  part  of 
the  continental  or  foreign  debt  could  be 
difcharged  ;  that  if  bills  were  loaned  on 
land  fecurity,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
the  public  debtor  to  purchafe  the  bills  at 

a  reduced 
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a  reduced  value,  and  withAem  tp  make  ^^^85.' 
his  payment  at  the*  Treafiiry^  in  which 
cale,  though  the  public  cheft  might  be 
filled  with  paper,  yet  the^gbvemmoht 
would  fuffer  all  the  embarraflmcht  of 
poverty.  Jt  was  added,  that  the  Legifla- 
ttrre  ^ere  by  the^^  Conftitution  exprcfsly 
forbidden  to  make  retrolpieftive  laws,  and 
fcad  no  right  to  alter  the  nature-of  private 
Contrasts  ;  and  that  fliould  the  majority 
of  the  people  petition  the  government  to 
make  paper  a  lawful  tender,  it  would  be 
their  duty  to  rqeft  the  petition  as  uncon- 
ftitutional.  When  it  was  propofed,  that 
the  paper  fltould  nbt  be  a  tender  for  paft 
but  only  for  future  contrails  5  it  was 
[^ii:Qfwered,  that  this  would  not  relieve  the 
'^(^deBtor,  who  was  fufFering  for  his  paft 
engagements^  and  the  difficulties  which 
it  pretended  to  cure  would  ftill  exift.  r 
'.  In- vain  were  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, induftry  and  frugality  recommend- 
ed as  the  only  adequate  fources  of  re- 
^lief  5  the  complainants  had  no  difpofition 
f  o  apply  a  remedy  fo  flow  in  its  operation ; 
and  indeed  it  was  doubtful  whether  the 
utmoft  exertions  in  that  way  would  have 
been  fufficient,  completely  to  extricate  us 
out  of  thefc  difficulties^  without  fome  al- 
teration in  our  confederated  government. 

Similar 
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11785*  Similar  difficulties,  at  the  6me  timc^ 
exiiled  in  the  neighbouring  State  of  Mai- 
lachufetts  ;  to  remedy  whichj  among  oth* 
ex  palliative^,  a  law  was  palled  called  a 
tender-aci^  'by  which  it  was  provided  that 

*  executions  iflucd  for  private  demands, 
^"^i^J.    '  might  be  fatisBed  by  cattle  and  other 

*  enumerated  articles>  at  Ui  appraifement 
'  of  impartial  men  under  oath/  For  fuch 
a  law  the  difcontented  party  in  New- 
^ampIllire  petitioned  ;  and  to  gratify 
them  the  Legiflatureenaftcd,  that  *  when 

*  any  debtor  fhall  tender  to  his  creditor, 

*  in  fatisfaclion  of  an  execution  for  debt, 

*  either    real    or  perfonal    eft  ate   iuBr 

*  cient»  the  body  of  the  debtor  ftiall 
'  be  exempt  from  imprifonment,  and 
'the    debt    fliall   carry   an    intereft  of 

*  fix  per  cent  j  the  creditor  being  at  Ub* 

*  erty  either  to    receive  the   eftate,    fo 

*  tendered^  at  a  value  eftimated  by  tliree 
'  appraifers,  or  to  keep  alive  the  demand 

*  by  taking  out  an  aUas,  within  one  year 

*  after  tlie  return  of  any  former  execution, 

*  and  levying  it  on  any  eftate  of  the  debt- 
Vor  which  he  can  find-'  At  the  fame 
time  an  a£l  was  made,  enlarging  the  power 
er  of  Jollices  of  the  Peace,  to  try  and  de- 
termine adions  of  debt  and  trcfpafs  to 
tlie  value  of  ten  pounds,     TheJfe  law? 

were 
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Were  complained  of  as  uncOnftitutional ;  1785. 
the  former  as  being  retrofpeftive,  and  ^^■''*-^' 
changing  the  nature  of  contrafts  3  the  lat-*- 
ter  as  depriving  the  creditor,  in  certain 
cafes,  of  a  right  to  trial  by  Jury.     But  fo 
ftrbng  was  the  clamor  for  redrefs  of  griev-   :         • 
ances;  and  fo  influential  was  the  exam- 
ple of  the  neighbouring  Stdte,  that  fome, 
of  the  beft  men  in  the  Legiflature  found 
it  neceflary  to  comply;  whilfl:  another 
part  were  fecretly  in  favor  of  worfe  mea- 
fiires.  . 

The  tender-a6l,  at  firfl-,  was  made  for 
two  years  only ;  before  the  expiration  of 
which  it  was  re\dved,  with  fome  altera- 
lions,  and  continued  for  three  years  long- 
er. The  efFcft  of  this  law,  in  cafes  where 
an  attempt  was  made  to  execute  it,  was, 
that  the  moft  valuable  kinds  of  property 
were  either  concealed  or  made  over  to  a 
third  perfon  5  and  when  the  Sheriff  came 
with  an  execution,  it  was  levied  on  fuch 
articles  as  were  of  little  ufe  to  the  credi- 
tor-. But  the  moft  general  effeft  of  the 
law  was  to  prevent  any  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  creditor,  and  to  encourage  the 
debtor  vA  neglefting  payment. 

The  fcarcity  of  money  was  ftill  a  griev-    1^786. 
ance  which  the  laws  had  not  remedied,    u-y^ 
but  rather  had  a  tendency  to  increafe. 
F  f  To 
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1786.  To  encourage  its  importation  into  tfa€ 
^■*^' — '  country  the  Legiflature  exempted  from  all 
port  duties,  except  light-money^  every  vef- 
fel  which  Ihould  bring  gold  and  filvcr 
only  s  and  from  one  half  of  the  duties^  if 
a  fum  of  money  equal  to  one  half  of  the 
cargo  fhould  be  imported.  But  it  was  to 
no  purpofc  to  import  money,  unlefs  en- 
couragement were  given  for  its  circula- . 
tion,  which  could  not  be  expelled  whilll 
the  tender-aft  was  in  force ;  for  every 
man  who  owned  money  thought  it  more 
fecure  in  his  own  hands,  than  in  the 
hands  of  others. 

The  clamor  for  paper  currency  incrcaf- 
cd,  and,  like  a  raging  fever,  approached 
toward  a  crifis.  In  every  town  there  was 
a  party  in  favor  of  it,  and  the  public  pa- 
pers were  continually  filled  with  decla- 
mations on  the  fubje6l.  It  was  faid  that 
an  emiffion  of  bills  of  credit  would  givi 
a  fpring  to  commerce  and  encourage  agri- 
culture ;  that  the  poor  would  be  able  to 
pay  their  debts  and  taxes ;  that  all  the  ar- 
guments againft  ifluing  paper  were  fram- 
ed by  fpeculators,  and  were  intended  to 
ferve  the  wealthy  part  of  the  community, 
who  had  monopolifed  the  public  fecuri- 
ties,  that  they  might  raife  their  value  and 
get  all  tlie  good  bargains  into  their  own 

hands ; 
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hands  5  that  other  States  in  the  union  had 
iilued  paper  bills,  and  were  rejoicing  in 
the  happy  efFefts  of  their  currency  nx;/V^^«/ 
any  depreciation  "y  that  the  people  had  a 
right  to  call  upon  their  Reprefentatives 
to  ftamp  a  value  on  paper,  or  leather,  or 
anjf  other  fubftance  capable  of  receiving 
an  itoipreliion  ;  and  that  to  prevent  its.de- 
/prCciation,  a  law  fhould  be  enafted  to 
( punifli  with  banifhment  and  outlawry, 
^ry  perfon  who  fhould  attempt  by  any 
Ineans  to  leffen  its  value.* 

The  fame  party  who  were  fo  zealous 
in  favor  of  paper  currency,  and  againft 
law^  which  obliged  them  to  pay  their 
d9i[)ts,  proceeded  to  inveigh  againft  Courts 
ahd  lawyers.  The  Inferior  Courts  were 
y^prefented  as  finecures  for  Judges  and 
^  Clerks  s  the  defaulting,  appealing,  demur- 
rihg,  abatements,  fees  and  bills  of  cofts> 
without  any  decifion,  were  complained  of 

as 

*  A  specimen  of  the  laogatge  afed  on  this  occafioo  !s  is  followi* 

*  Seven  States  are  now  blefTed  with  harmonyi  plenty  and  happ'inelji. 

*  Worthy,  induffrious  men  can  go  to  market  with  a  penny  in  their 
4  poduti ;  their  beorroieat  ftriends,  the  farmers,  meet  them  halfway 

*  with  tlieerfnlnefS|  and  are  as  ready  to  receive  as  they  to  offer  \  now 
<  one  greets  the  other  with  focia.l  benedliftionsi  trade  flooriflies,  agri« 
*ctiltiife  increafes,  mntual  confidence  is  reftored,  and  harmony  reigna 

*  trivmphant.    Elyfian  fields  thefe  !  when  contrafted  with  the  bond- 

*  age  of  the  inhabitants  of  New-Hamplhire  }  for  •  in  the  midft  of 
^rife,  they  are  in  deatb^*  death  of  the  worft  kindi  penury  and  want  of 

*  the  common  Ueflings  of  IN^vtdence.  How  long,  freemen  of  New- 
«  Htmpihire)  can  ye  bear  the  yoke  of  oppreffion  V 

New-Hampihire  Gtfette,  July  20»  1786. 

Ff2 
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as  burdens,  and   an  abolition  of  theft 
Courts  became  a  part  of  the  popular  cry- 
But  the  party  did  not  content  thenafelvcs 
with  writing  in  the  public  papers.     An 
attempt  was  made  to  call  a  convention, 
at  Concord,  whilit  the  AfTcmbly  was  fit- 
ting  there,  who  (hould  petition  the  Len 
giflature  in  favor  of  the  plan;  and  it  v;afl 
thought,  that  the  prefence  of  fucha  body 
of  men,  convened  at  the  fame  time  and  i 
place,   would  have  great  weight.     This 
attempt  was  defeated  in  a  manner  fmgu*  ' 
lar  and  humorous. 

At  the  fir  ft  fitting  of  the  AfiemblVj 
-when  five  only  of  the  members  of  the 
propofed  convention  were  in  town,  feme 
wags>  among  whom  were  feveral  young 
lawyers,  pretended  to  have  been  chofen 
by  the  towns  in  which  they  lived  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  In  conference  with  the 
jlvej  they  penetrated  theirviews,  andpcf- 
fuaded  them  to  poll:  an  advertifement,  for 
all  the  members  who  were  in  town  to  aP 
femble  immediately;  it  being  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  prefent  their  petition 
as  early  in  the  feflion  as  poffible-  By  this 
means,  fixteen  pretended  members,  with 
the  five  real  ones,  formed  themlelves  into 
a  convention,  choofing  one  of  the  five 
their  Prefident,  and  one  of  the  fixteen 

their 


J 


N  E  W-H  AM  P  S  H  I  R  E.  46^ 

.    their  Clerk.     They  carried  on  their  de-    1786.' 

bates  and  pafled  votes  with  much  apparent    *^-<^' 

iblemnity.     Having  framed  a   petition, 

complaining    in  the  moft    extravagant 

terms  of  their  grievances  ;  praying  for  a 

hfan  o£  three  millions  of  dollars,  funded 

on  real  eftate  ;  for  the  abolition  of  Inferi- 

'  jpr  Courts,  and  a  redudlion  of  the  num- 

ijer  of  lawyers,  to  two  only  in  a  county  ; 

^pd  for  a  free  trade  with  all  the  world  ; 

'^  J^ej  went  in  proceflion  to  the  Affembly, 

'  j(fome  of  whom  had  been  previoufly.let 

'  into  the  fecret)  and  with  great  formality 

prefented  their  petition,  which  was  fuf- 

'  ^red  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  was  after- 

■^^ward  withdrawn.     The  convention  then 

'':i^iUrolved  J  and  when  others,  who  had  been 

^l^ly  chofen  by  the  towns  arrived, .  they 

-Jlirere  exceedingly  mortified  on  finding  their 

-  wews  for  that  time  fo  completely  fruf- 

^^iratcd. 

<^^.  The  next  effort  of  the  party  was  to  call 
i^^-pounty  Conventions.  Of  what  clafs  of 
'"^  pcopk  thefe  were  compofed,  fome  idea  may 
:'^pc  formed  from  this  circumftance.  An 
J^^ionholder,  at  whofe  houfe  one  of  thefe 
*5^|Convcntions  firft  met,  refufed  to  take  their 
If  Jpromife  for  lumber  to  pay  the  expenle  of 
iiTtJlcir  meeting  j  upon  which  they  adjourn  • 
ot,td  to  2,  ware-houfe,  belonging  to  one  of 
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1786,   the  party,  and  were  treated  with  liquor 

^--^^^    gratis. 

From  two  of  thefe  conventions,  and 
from  feveral  towns  in  different  parts  of 
the  State,  petitions  were  prefented  to  the 

Sept.  13.    Lggifl^tuj-g^  ^t  their  feffion^in  Exeter-  On 

calm  deliberation,  thefe  petitions  appear- 
ed to  l>e  inconfuftent  with  each  other,  with 
the  conftitution,  with  jijftice  and  public 
faith.  But  to  ftill  the  clamor  and  colled 
the  real  fenfe  of  the  people  om  the  fubjeft 
of  paper  currency ;  the  Affembly  formed 
a  plan  for  the  emiflion  of  fifty  thoufand 
pounds,  to  be  let  at  four  per  cent^  on 
land  fecurity ;  to  be  a  tender  in  payment 
of  State  taxes,  and  for  the  fees  and  fala-r 
lies  of  public  officers.  This  plan  was 
immediately  printed,  and  fent  to  the  fev- 
eral towns ;  and  the  people  were  defued 
to  give  their  opinions  in  town-meetings 
for  and  againft  it,  and  to  make  return  of 
their  votes  to  the  Affembly  at  their  next 
feffion. 

This  way  of  proceeding  did  not  coin- 
cide with  the  views  of  the  party;  the 
principal  direftors  of  which  endeavoured 
to  conceal  themfelves,  whilfl  they  perfuad- 
ed  a  confiderable  number  of  perfons  of 
various  chara6lers,  to  appear  openly 
in  fupport  of  the  petitions.     They  took 

pains 
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pains  to  fpread  falfe  reports  through  the    1786. 
country ;  and  among  other  things,  it  was    '^"^'^ 
faid  that  the  Affembly  had  paffed  an  aft, 
to  refund  the  value  of  the  confifcated  es- 
tates, which  was  to  be  immediately  aflefl- 
cd  on  the  people. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  at  this  time, 
caufcs  of  a  fimilar  nature  had  excited 
numbers  of  people  in  fome  counties  of 
Maflachufetts,  to  affemble  in  arms  and 
prevent  the  Judicial  Courts  from  fitting. 
This  example,  aided  by  falfe  reports,  and 
a  fenfe  of  grievances,  partly  real  and  part- 
ly  imaginary,  operated  fo  powerfully  on 
/the  minds  of  a  number  of  people,  in  the 
weftern  part  of  thecounty  of  Rockingham; 
that  on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  of  scpt.io. 
September,  about  two  hundred  men  af- 
fcmbled  at  Kingfton,  fix  miles  from  Exe- 
ter, where  they  chofe  leaders  and  procured 
a  drum.  By  the  help  of  fome  militia  offi- 
cers they  formed  themfelves  into  military 
order,  and  in  the  afternoon  marched  to 
Exeter ;  about  one  third  of  them  being 
armed  with  mufkets,  and  the  others  with 
fwords  and  clubs.  Having  entered  the 
confines  of  the  town,  they  halted ;  and 
fent  a  paper  to  the  Affembly,  figned  by 
one  of  them  who  ftyled  himfelf  modera- 
tor,  demanding  an  anfwer  to  their  former 
F  f  4  petition 
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1786.  petition  immediately.  They  then  march^ 
^~* — '  ed  through  the  town,  and  paraded  before 
the  meeting-houfe,  where  both  Houies  of 
Alfembly  were  holding  a  conference.  The 
doors  were  open,  and  as  many  of  them  as 
were  difpofed,  entered.  The  Prefident, 
in  a  cool  and  deliberate  fpeech,  explained 
the  reafons  on  which  the.;Aflembly  had 
proceeded  in  rejefting  the. petitions;  ex- 
pofed  the  weaknefs,  inconfiftency  and  in-r 
juftice  of  their  requeft ;  and  fajd,  that  if 
it  were  ever  fo  juft  and  proper  in  itfelf, 
and  if  the  whole  body  of  the  people  were 
in  favor  of  it,  yet  the  Legiflature  ought 
not  to  comply  with  it,  whilft  furrounded 
by  an  armed  force.  To  do  this,  would 
be,  to  betray  the  rights  of  the  people, 
which  they  had  all  folemnly  Iworn  to  fup- 
port.  He  concluded  by  declaring,  that  no 
confidcration  of  perlbnal  danger  would 
ever  compel  them  to  violate  the  rights  of 
their  conftituents. 

This  fpeech  being  ended,  the  drum  beat 
to  arms  ;  as  many  as  had  guns  were  or- 
dered to  load  them  with  balls ;  fentries 
were  placed  at  the  doors,  and  the  whole 
Legiflature  were  held  prifoners  ;  the  mob 
threatening  death  to  any  perfon  who 
Ihould  attempt  to  efcape,  till  their  de- 
mands were  granted,  The  Affembly  went 

on 
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on  with  their  bufmefs,  taking  no  farther  178  6, 
notice  of  the  rioters,  till  the  approafch  of  *"^"^^ 
evening ;  when  the  Prefident  attempted 
to  go  out,  but  was  ftppped  by  an  impen- 
etrable column.  He  then  reafoned  with 
them,  and  warned  them  of  the  fatal  ten«*" 
dency  of,  their  conduft,  afluring  them, 
that  the  force  of  the  country  would  fup- 
port  the  governnxent.  ,  Their  anfwers  to 
him  were  infolent  and  reproachful.  They 
raifed  a  cry  for  paper-money,  an  equal 
diftribution  of  property,  and  a  rcleafe  from 
debts.  The  inhabitants  of  Exeter  had  all 
this  time  beheld  with  filence  the  infult 
offered  to  the  Legiflature^j  having  no  or- 
ders to  take  arms,  they  reftrained  .their 
indignation,  till  the  dulk  of  the  evening  1 

-^  when  fome  of  them  beat  a  drum  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  others  cried,  '  Huzza  for  gov^ 
^ernment!  Bring  up  the  artillery!'  At 
the  found  of  thefe  words  the  mob  were 

,.  Aruck  with  a  panic,  and  began  to  difperfe. 

\  Their  moderator  ordered  them  to  meet 

^  again,  at  nine  of  the  clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  they  fcattered  in  every  direftion. 
The  Aflembly  being  thus  at  liberty, 
requefted  the  Prefident  to  call  out  the 
force  of  the  State  to  quell  the  infurreftion. 
In  the  evening  he  iffued  his  orders,  and 
before  morning  companies  of  mihtia,  well 

armed 
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5786-    armed  >  began  to  come  in  from  the  neigh-  I 
g^-;^    bouring  towns.     By  tei>  of  the  clock  m  1 
the  morning  a  fufficient  body  of  horfe 
and  foot,  with  field-pieces  and  military 
■         jfnufic,  having  arrived  j  the  Prefident  put  J 
H  them  in  motion  again  ft  the  infurgents, 

H  xvho  were  then  parading,  about  a  mile  dif- 

H         ,jtant.     Having  by  their  fpies  obtained  in- 
H  idligence  of  the  motion  of  the  mtlitisi 

H         -the  unarmed  part  of  the  infurgents  re-i 
H         ttreated  to  a  hill  beyond  the  river  5  the 
^^H       others  kept  their  ground  till  a  party  of 
^^m       light-horfe  appeared  in  view,  and  then 
^^^       the  whole  body  retired.     Some  of  them 
^^P      were  taken  by  tke  purfuers  ;  others  rccovr  ^ 
crcd  the  bridge  at  King's -fall,    and  being 
met  by  thofe  who  had  6rft  retreated,  made 
an  appearance  as  if  they  would  difputc 
the  paifage.    Orders  were  glVett'  lyy  one 
of  their  leaders  to  fire  5  but  the  force  6f 
the  government  appeared  fo  fdrffitdable 
that  they  dared  not  to  obey.  The  officers 
of  ^he  militia  rufhed  in  amoilg  th^m,  fetZr 
ed  their  moderator  and  othera't<>  the 
number  of  forty,  the  reft  fl^^  with  pffe- 
cipitation,  and  no  farther  ptir^it  was 
,  made,     The  prifpners  weife  difaftWed^ahd 
conduced  to  the  towft  i  where! 'they  were 
l)rought  to  anexajAinatioh^^fbrt  t^^  ^ 
Prefident  and  CotintiiL    Hftd^^  tj^eft?  hien 
"  been 
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been  engaged  in  a  good  caufe,  and  com*  1786. 
manded  by  proper  officers,  they  would  "^"^""^ 
have  maintained  the  honor  of  thidr 
country,  and  fought  her  battles  with  ar- 
dor and  perfevcrance;  but,  conlcious  that 
they  were  oppofing  a  government  of  thieir 
own  eftablifhing,  their  native  fortitude 
forfook  them  3  and  being  taken  in  arms, 
they  gave  an  example  of  the  moft  humil* 
iating  fubmiffion.  Moft  of  them  prd- 
fefled  to  be  afhamed  of  their  conduft,  and 
their  (hame  appeared  to  be  fincere. 

The  dignity  of  government  being  thu5 
vindicated,  its  lenity  was  equally  confpic- 
uous.  Six  only  of  the  prifoners  were 
detained,  and  a  party  of  light-horfe  was 
fent  to  apprehend  two  others  of  the  moft 
culpable.  They  were  taken  out  of  th^r 
beds  and  brought  to  Exeter.  This  man- 
oeuvre had  an  excellent  effeft,  for  fome, 
who  knew  themfelves  equally  guilty,  were 
afraid  to  fleep  in  their  own  houfes.  The 
Superior  Court  being  then  in  feffion  at  ^*p^-*^- 
Exeter,thefe  eight  prifoners  were  arraigned 
on  an  indiftment  for  treafon.  One  drop- 
ping on  his  knees,  pleaded  guilty  5  others 
hefitated  when  they  pronounced  the  words 
*  not  guilty.'  They  were  ordered  to  re- 
cognife  for  their  appearance  at  the  next 
Superior  Coqrt,  when  their  bonds  were 

difchargcd. 


17*  'HIS 

[1786.   dlfcharged* .  Some  of  them»  who  belong- 
ed to  the  PrelbyterUri  Churches,  were 
Cited  before  the  ecclefiaftical  lefliati,  and 
there  ceufurcd,  as  oppofers  of  juft  gov- 
ernment-    Others,  being  militia  officerSj 
were  tried  by  a  general  Court  Martial ;  of 
ihefe,  Ibme  were  cafluered,  but  not  in- 
capacitated for  future  fervice  ;  fome  were 
reprimanded,  and  others  were  acquitted. 
Xte  whole  oppofition  was    completely 
fubdued;  wavering  minds  became  fettled; 
converts  were  made  to  the  fide  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  fyftem  of  knavery  received 
a  deep  wound,  from  which  it  has  not 
fincc  recovered, 
~g^^        The  plan  which  had  been  iiTued  by  the 
* — ^—    Aii'embly,  for  emitting  paper-money,  was 
in  coutle  referred  to  the  people,  in  their 
town- meetings  ;  and  at  the  next  feffion 
the  returns   were  made,    when   a    ma- 
I«.4.     jority  appeared  againft  it*     To  finiilj 
the  whole  matter,  two  queftions  were  put 
in  the  Affembly.  The  firftwas,/  whether 

*  theLegiflature  caijiconfiftently  with  the 

*  conftitution,. and  their  oaths^pafs  an  aS 
\  making  paper  bills  of.  credit,  a  tend?i:to 

*  difcharge  private  contrafls>  made  iprior 

*  tp  the  paffmg  fftch  aft  ? *  The  other  was, 
^  whether  paper^trooney  beionitted  o»any 

*  plan:  whichiha$  h©«h'  pffopo&sir vBoth 
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thefe  queftions  were,  determined  in  the    1787. 
negative.  ^*-<-^ 

To  obferve  the  progrefs  of  wifHom'  and 
virtue,  and  the  obftacles  which  are  laid  in 
the  way  of  vice,  is  a  moft  pleafing  enter- 
tainment to  the  phllanthropift*;  and  it  is 
but  juft,  in  fucha  contemplation,  to  ac^- 
knowledge  that  fuperintending  ififluencei 
which  brings  godd  out  of  evil.  It  was 
feared  by  many,  that  the  American  revo- 
lution would  not  prbduce  that  fum  of  po- 
litical happinefs  which  its  Warmeft  advo- 
cates had  fondly  predift^d.  The  efforts 
of  faftion  in  feveral  of  the  -States  wcrfe 
very  alarming.  In  New-Hampfhire,  the 
affaiilt  being  made  direftly  at  the  fupreme 
head  -bf  the  government,  the  force  of  the 
Stat^  immediately  rofe  and  crufhed*it.  In 
Maflactiufetts,  the  attacks  were  made  on 
the  Judicial  Courts,  which  of  themfelves 
had  no  power  efte<^ually  to  oppofe  them. 
The>difaffeftion  there  rofe  to  a  higher  de- 
gree;  it  was  more  iextenfively  difFufed,  and 
>vitb'rt1(}re  difficulty- quelled*.  But  at 
length  the  conftitutidnal  powers  of  gov- 
el^witfent  being  exerted -with  vigor,  the 
fpirit  of  aharchy  was-  fupprefied.  In  an- 
other ndighbourlflg  State,,  the  fame  fpirit 
reigtted  triuropharitk  A  depreciating  cur- 
rfeficy  Wds  eftaUifhed  by  law,  and  perti- 
niacioufly  adhered  to  by  the  government. 
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1787.  The  imbecility  of  the  confederation  by 
which  the  States  were  united,  had  long 
been  felt^  and  fome  attempts  had  been 
making  to  ftrengthen  it ;  but  the  view  of 
our  fituation  at  this  time ,  demonftrated 
the  total  inefficacy  of  that  conilitation, 
to  bind  together  thirteen  diftin£l  fov^ 
reignties,  over  which  no  coercive  power 
was  eftablilhed,  which  could  prevent  or 
cure  fuch  evils  as  threatened  the  deftrac* 
tion  of  all  public  and  private  credit.  Hap- 
pily for  the  American  union,  the  remedy 
exifted  within  itfelf.  The  good  lenfe  and 
public  virtue  of  the  great  body  of  our 
citizens  readily  adopted  tlie  idea  of  a 
Convention  of  the  States.  The 
firft  propofal  came  from  Virginia,  where 
American  liberty  was  firft  publicly  affert- 
ed,  when  it  was  flagrantly  violated 
by  the  ftamp-a6l.  The  name  of  Patrick 
Henry  will  ever  be  illuftrious  in  the  A- 
merican  annals  for  moving  the  refolves 
of  1765  ;  and  the  name  of  James  Madifon 
will  be  equally  diftinguifhed  for  propofing 
the  Convention  of  1787. 

To  this  Convention,  which  was  holden 
at  Philadelphia,  all  the  States,  except  one, 
lent  their  delegates.  After  a  clofe  and 
particular  inveftigation,  they  produced  a 
new  federal  Conftitution  -,  containing  ad- 
equate 
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equate  remedies  for  thofe  political  difor-    ^y^J^^ 
dersjwhich  had  threatened  with  extinftion,    ^^-^'-^ 
the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  Amer- 
ican States. 

Among  other  wifeprovifions,  to  eftab- 
lifti  juftice  and  fecure  the  bleffings  of  lib- 
erty, thofe  which  refpeft  public  and  pri- 
vate credit  are  not  the  leaft  confpicuous. 
To  fupport  the  former,  the  Congrcfs  has 
a  power  which,  by  the  firft  confederation, 
was  not  delegated,  *  to  lay  and  colle6l  tax- 

•  es,  duties,  impofts,  and  excifes,  to  pay 

•  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 

•  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Unit- 

•  ed  States/     For  the  latter  it  is  declared, 
that  '  no  State  (hall  coin  money,  emit 

•  bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold 

•  and  filver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of 

•  debts,  pafs  any  bills  of  attainder  or  ex 

•  poft  fa£lo  law,  or  any  law  impairing  the 

•  obligation  of  contracts  / 

When  this  new  Conftitution  was  pro- 
pofed  to  the  people,  conventions  were 
called  in  each  State  to  confider  it.  In 
thefe  bodies,  compoled  of  perfons  whd 
reprefented  impartially  every  clafs  and 
defcription  of  the  people,  and  who  were 
themfelves  equally  various  in  their  prin- 
ciples, habits  and  views  j  the  Conftitution 
underwent  the  moft  critical  and  feverc 

difcuffion. 
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[1787,    difcuffion,     WhilftStwas  in  debate^  ths 
^-^'■^    anxietjr  of  all  parties  was  extended  to  the 
^         utmoft  degree,  and  the  efforts  of  its  friends 
^^        and  its  oppofers  were  unremitted, 
I  After  thcConftitution  had  been,with  the 

^788.  helpof  fomepropofed amendments,  adopt- 
U^^r?5^  td  by  MaflachufettSi  a  convention  was 
L  called  at  Exeter  in  New-Hampfhire,     At 

I  its  firft  meetings  a  debate  which  continu- 

^B  cd  ten  days  ended  in  an  adjovimment 
^M  for  four  months;  at  the  expiration  of 
^B  which  term>  in  a  fliort  feffion  of  three 
^^^1,  days  only  at  Concord,  the  queftion  ht 
[  adopting  and  ratifying  the  Conftitution, 

f  was,  with  the  fame  help  as  in  Maffachu- 

fetts,  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  eleven  3  the  whole  number  prefent 
being  one  hundred  and  three.  This  was 
the  ninth  State  in  the  union  which  ac- 
cepted the  Conftitution  ;  and  thus  the 
number  was  completed  which  was  necef- 
fary  to  put  in  motion  the  political  ir.a- 
diine-  In  about  a  month,  two  more  States 
_  g  were  added.  Then  a  Congrefs  was  formed, 
^  ^'  and  the  illuftrious  WASHINGTON,  by 
the  unanimous  fuffrage  of  the  people,  was 
placed  in '  the  firft  feat  of  government 
Three  other  States,  of  which  one  is  Ver- 
mont, have  fmce  been  admitted  into  the 
union  s  and  there  is  now  in  operation  a 

♦  general 
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general  fyftem  of  energetic  government,  1790. 
which  pervades  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  has  already  produced  ia  fur- 
prifing  alteration  for  the  better.  By  the 
funding  of  the  Continental  debt,  and  the 
aflumption  of  the  debts  of  the  individual 
States,  into  one  general  mafs,  a  founda- 
tion is  laid  for  the  fupport  of  public  cred- 
it ;  by  which  means  the  American  revolu-** 
tion  appears  to  be  completed.  Let  it  be 
the  fincere  prayer  and  endeavour  of  every 
thoughtful  citizen,  that  luch  harmony 
inay  prevail  between  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  the  jurifdi6lion  of  each  State, 
as  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  their  connexion 
requires ;  and  that  the  bleffings  of  *  peace, 
*  liberty  and  fafety,'  fo  dearly  obtained, 
may  defcend  inviolate  to  our  pofterity. 
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No.  I. 
A  chronological  detail  of  the  different  forms  of  govern- 
ment in  New-Hampfhire,  from  the  beginning  of  it^ 
fcttlement  to  the  prcfent  time ;  with  the  names  of  the 
•chief  Magiftrates* 

1623  QEVERAL  families  of  fiftiermen  and  planters; 
O  under  the  direction  of  the  company  of  Laco- 
nia  and  their  agents. 
1638  Three   voluntary  aflbciatibns  for  government,  at 
Portfmouth,  Dover  and  Exeter.  Hampton  being 
confidered  as  part  of  M^ffachufetts. 
1641  All  the  fettlements  by  a  voluntary  a£b  fiibmitted  t6 
Maflachufetts,    and  were  comprehended  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  which  extended  from  Merri- 
mack to  Pifcataqua  rivers, 
i  l£8o  A  royal  government  was  eftabliftied  by  commif- 
I  fion  frditi  Charles  It. 

*.  1682  Edward  Cranfield,  Lieutenant  Governor,* 
t  1685  Walter  Barefoote,  Deputy  Governor. 
r  t686  A  general  government  was  eftablifhed  over  the 
territory  called  New-England,  by  James  li. 
Joieph  Dudley,  Prefident. 
.     -  1687 

•  Since  writing  the  firft  Volume,  I  haTC  met  with  a  gentleman   of 

•     Jamaica,  who  is  a  great  grlndfon  of  Lieut.  Governor  Cranfield.  From 

bm  I  learned,  that  Mr.  Cranfield  was  of  the  family  of  Lord  Monteaglc, 

who  was  inftrumental  of  difcovering  the  popifli  plot  in  the  reign  of 

.     James  I.    That  after  his  departure  from  New-Hampfliire,  and  whil(t— 

'.    bejefided  at  Barbados,  he  fuggeded  the  expediency  of  the  4  and  an  half 

ptx  cent,  duty  on  fugars  to  the  Britifli  government,  which  was  granted 

f    by  the  Aflfemblies  of  the  ill  and  s,  and  has  ever  fince  been  continued. 

;    That  in  the  reign  of  King  William  III,  he  procured  a  ihip  of  war,  at 

1   Ills  own  expenfc,  and  prefented  it  to  the  Crown.    That  he  died  about 

2*  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  oj^atYi  and  was  buried  in  the  Cathedral 

4.  Chnrch,  at  Bath,  in  England. 
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1687  Sir  Edmund  AndrofTe,  Governor. 

1689  After  the  depofition  of  Androffe,  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  by  a  Voluntaiy  aft,  became  again  united 
with  Maflachufetts,  as  under  the  old  charter. 

1692  John  Ufher  publifhed  the  commiflion  of  Samud 
Allen,  arid  officiated  as  Lieutenant  Governor.  - 

1697  William  Partridge  was  appointed  Lieutenant  Gov- 

ernor. 

1698  Samuel  Allen  took  thtf  chair  as  Governor,  and 

rcilored  Ufher  to  his  feat  as  Lieutcfnant  Govemof. 

1699  Richard,  Earl  of  Bcllomont,  Governor  of  New- 

York,  Matfachufetts  and  New-Hampfhire,  open- 
ed his  commiflion  in  New-Hampihirc,  under 
whom  William  Partridge  officiated  as  Lieutenant 
Governor. 
1702  Jofeph  Dudley,  Governor  of  Maflachufetts  and 
Ncw-Hampfhire. 
Johti  Ufher  reappointed  Lieutenant  Governor. 

1715  George  Vaughan^^Lieutenant  Governor. 

1716  Samuel  Shute,    Governor  of  Maflachufetts  and 

New-Hampfhire^ 

1717  John  Weiitworth,  Lieutenant  Governor;  and  af- 

ter   Shute's  departure  in  1722^   Commander  in 
Chief. 

1729  William  Burnet,   Governor  of  MafTachufetts  and 

New-IIampfhiic. 

1730  Jonathan  Belcher,  Governor  of  MafTachufetts  and 

Ncw-IIampfhire. 

-73*  David  Dunbar,  Lieutenant  Governor  ;  he  return" 
cd  to  England  in  1737. 

1741  Benning  Vv'entworth,  Governor.  No  Lieutenant 
Governor  for  25  years. 

1762  John  Temple,  Lieutenant  Governor,  merely  titu- 
lar; he  never  officiated. 

2767  John  Wentworth,  Governor. 

1775  The  BritiQi  government  was  dlfTolved,  and  the 
people  formed  a  Provincial  Convention,  of 
which  Matthew  Thornton  was  Prefident. 

•.776  A  temporary  Con flitution  was  framed  to  continue 
during  the  war  with  Great-Britain.    Under  thii 
ConlliLuii^jn, 
^vlclhech  Wcaie  was  annually  eleClcd  Prcfident. 
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tjZ^^A  new  and  permanent  Conftitiition  took  place* 
.  •       -     under  whi^h  th^  following  Prefidents  of  the 
State  have  been  annually  eleded. 
Mcfhech  Wcare,* 
1785     John  Laogdan,  .. 

J  7§H  John  Sullivan, 

1788    John  Langdon, 

^7^9    Jo^  Sullivan, 

JJ^jjofiahBartktt. 

K.  6.    la  cafe  of  a  vacancy  within  the  ye^fj  the  fenlor  CounreHor 
prefides. 

No.  II. 
A  catalogue  of  Counfellors  in  Ncw-Hampfhirc  under 
the  royal  government.     With  the  years  when  they 
were  appointed,  and  the  times  of  their  death,  as  far  as 
cither  can  be  afcertained. 
N.  B.  Where  a  daih  is  placed  in  the  Hgtt  column,  the  date  of  the  ap- 
pointment is  the  fame  as  the  preceding.    Where  no  daih  is  placed, 
the  time  is  uncertain. 
^f^intment.  Names*  Death* 

1680  John  Cutts,  Prefident.  1681 

—  Richard  Marty n,   Treafurcr.  1693 

—  William  Vaughan,  Recorder.  1719 
,.  Thomas  Daniel  •  1683 

■  ■     ■     John  Gilman.  1708 
: Chriftopher  Huffey.                             1685 

■  ■  ■■     Richard  Waldron,  Prefident.  1689 

■  Elias  Stileman,  Secretary,  1^95 
Samuel  Dalton.  1681 

Job 

•  Prefident  We  are,  being  worn  out  widi  public  fervices,  refigncd  his 
ofllce  before  the  expiration  of  the  year  ;  and  after  Janguifhing  under 
the  infirmities  of  age,  died  on  the  15th  of  January,  1786,  atat  73. 

His  anceftors  had  been  in  public  Nations,  from  the  iirft  cftabliAiment 
of  the  Province.  He  himfelf  had  been  employed  io  public  bplineff 
about  forty-five  years.  He  was  chofcn  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  in  1751, 
Commiffioner  to  the  Congrefs  at  Albany  in  1754  5  afterward  one  of  the 
Jttftlces of  the  Superior  Court;  and  in  1777, Chief  Jnfticc,  He  was 
not  a  perfon  of  an  original  and  inventive  genius,  but  had  a  clear  dlf- 
cejowent,  extenfive  knowledge,  accurate  judgment,  a  calm  temper,  a 
modeft  deportment,  an  upright  and  benevolent  heart,  and  a  habit  of 
prudence  and  diligence  in  difch^rging  the  Tftrious  dunes  of  public  and 
private  life. 
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Dfvrf. 

1680 

Job  Clements* 

168? 

p 

Robert  Malon,  ChajiccUor, 

i68i 

Hichard  Wildron. 

n3« 

Anthony  Nutter. 

168  a 

VUaltcrBarcfootc,  Deputy  Governor* 

Richard  C hambci Uy iic>  Secretary* 

1683 

Nilhani^l  fryerj  Piclidenr, 

Robert  Elliot. 

Jobn  HinckeSj  Prcrtdcm. ' 

\ 

Edward  Randolph. 

1684 

James  bhcrlock. 

Francis  Champcrnoon. 
Robert  Wadlcigh, 

1^85 

Henry  Green. 

r/o© 

169a 

John  Ufh^rj  Licutemnt  Governor- 
Thomas  GrafFoitjl  named   in  Ufhcr's 

17*6 

John  Walford,        ^commiflion^but  not 

John  Love,            J  inthe  Council  books^ 

Ptter  Cortin.       ^ 

John  Gerrifh, 

t7Vl 

Nathaniel  WearCj  Agent, 

1718 

j6g; 

William  Partridge,  Lieutenant  Governor 

4 

1G98 

J  0  cp       tni           1  appointed  by  Goveror 
f"Sn^yH^ll.        rAllen,  during   hii 

Peter  Wcarc,       ^ 

1 

1702 

Samuel  Penhallow,  Treaf.  and  Recorder. 

1726 

John  Plaifted. 

Henry   Dow,                    . 

1707 

George  JafFrcy, 

1706 

1710 

Mark  H unking,  Recorder. 

1712 

John  Wentworth,  Lieut,  Governor* 

1730 

^7^5 

George  Vaughan,  Lieut.  Governor. 

1724. 

1716 

Richard  Gerrifh. 

^7^1 

Theodore  Atkinfon. 

1719 

Shadrach  Walton,  Prefident. 

George  Jaffrcy,  Treafurer. 

1749 

Richard  Wibird. 

1732 

Thomas  Wcftbrooke. 

1736 

3719 

Thomas  Packer. 

17^1 

?722 

Archibald  McPhedris. 

A    P    P    E    N    D    I    X, 

i^f 

Jtppointment .                      Names* 

piati. 

^  723-    John  Froft.  , 

^724     Jotham  Odiornc- . 

1728     Henry  Sherburne, 

•758 

Richard  Waldron,  Secretary. 

•753 

1732     Jolhua  Peirce,  Recorder. 

»743 

1734     Benning  Wentworth,  Governor. 

1770 

Theodore  Atkinfon,  Secretary. 

«779 

Ephrairn  Dennet. 

Benjamin  Gambling 

»737 

a  739     Richard  Wibird. 

1765 

Ellis  Hufke. 

1755 

Jofeph  Sherburne. 

1744 

1740     John  Rindge. 

1740 

John  Downing. 

1766 

Samuel  Smith. 

1760 

Jofeph  Blanchard. 

»7S8 

3ampfon  Sheafe. 

a  753     Samuel  SoUey, 

Daniel  Warner. 

1778 

1754     Jofeph  Newmarch. 

V^5 

1759     Mark  Hunking  Wentworth. 

->78s 

1759     James  Nevin. 

1768 

1761     John  Nelfon. 

1787 

J  762     William  Temple. 

»789 

^ Theodore  Atkinfon,  Secretary. 

1769 

—     Nathaniel  Barrell.^ 

1765     Peter  Livius. 

J  766     Jonathan  Warner. 

j     Daniel  Rindge, 

Daniel  Peirce,  Recorder. 

»773 

George  JafFrey,  Treafuter, 

, Henry  Sherburne. 

1767 

. Daniel  Rogers, 

1772     Peter  Gilman. 

1787 

Thomas  Wcftbrooke  Waldron. 

1785 

1774     John  Sherburne. 

^ John  Phillips. 

J 775     George  Boyd, 

J  787 
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No.  HI. 

Alpliabettcal  lift  of  Delegates  to  Congrcfs,  before  aAd 
during  the  Confcderattion, 
H,  fi.     Thofe  mtrkcd  thus  *  arc  <Jcad. 


JoSIAH  Banlett, 

*Jonalhan  Blajiichard, 
♦Nathaniel  Folforn, 
Abicl  Fofter, 
George  Froft, 
John  Taylor  Gilmant 
Nicholas  Gilman, 
John  Langdon, 
\Vootibury  Langdon, 


Samuel  Livcrmorr, 
•Pcirce  Lptig, 

Nathaniel  Pcabody, 

John  Sullivan, 

Matlhew  Thornton^ 
*John  Wcmwortb, 
♦WiUiam  Whipple, 

PhiUips  White, 

Paine  Wingate. 


Delegates  to  the  Convention  of  the  United  Statei^ 

in  17S7, 

John  Langdon,  Nicholas  Gilman* 

Under  the  prcfcnt  Federal  ConflitUtion, 

■^    *    ^Samuel  LiverrnorCj 

Senators,   |  J^*^^ ^.^"S^^'*^    ^|  jNicholai  Grlman, 
LPainc,\Vujgaic.    ^3  1  Abiel  Foflcr, 

c2       Ijcrcmiah  Smith, 

No,  IV, 
A  tabic  of  the  number  of  rateable  polls ;  amount  of 
rateable  eftatc,  and  number  of  Reprefentativcs  in  the 
feveral   counties,    in   the  Province  Of  New-Hampr 
fliire,  A.  D,  1773. 


Counties, 

Rockingham 

Strafford 

Hillfborough 

Chcftiire 

Grafton 


Reprejent- 
at'meu 

21 

6 

4 


34 


No.  of 
rattable 
polls. 

7570. 
2292 
2946 

Ji052 
.642 


15502 


Amount  of 
rateabU 

j£io>528 
d>388 

"Hi 

£2o,64S_ 


34  Members  reprefenting  46  towns--8729  rateable  polb, 
Unrcprcfcnted  10^  towns*— 6773  rateable  polls^ 
»47  15502  polls. 
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14  IP  p 


No.  V, 

An  exaft  table,  fhewing  the  ^e  of  Reprefentation,  in 
the  Lcglflature  of  the  Province  of  New-Hamp(hirc, 
A.  D,  1773,  with  the  proportion  of  fuch  reprefcat4* 
tion  to  the  taxation  of  the  fevers^  towns^ 


Names  tftowm  refrefented> 

Portsmouth 

Dover 

Madbury 

Hampton 

Northampton 

Hampton  Falls 

£xeter 

Brentwood 

Epping 

Poplin 

Newcaftle 

Rye 

Kingflon 

Eaft-Kingfton 

Sandown.  . 

Hawke 

Newington 

Stratham 

Londonderry 

Windham 

preenland 

Durhao^ 

Lee 

Newmarket 

Southampton 

Chef^er 

Candisi 

Raymond 

Plaftow 

Hampftead 

Atkinfon 

Salem  I 


No,eJ 
Repf 

rejetjt, 

3 

2 

2 

1 
2 

2 

t 

1 
1 

1 

% 

t 
t 
1 

Ttepr9por 
paid  to  ev 

25  13  0 
11       2   p 

tion  each  town 

py^xooo. 
58    2  0 

36  15  0 
24    3  0 

IQ   17  0 

68    9  p 

16  18  p 

37  1  0 
9  ^30 

18    8  p 

40  15  9 
IP  17  p 

29  tS  p 

17  IP  p 
7  15  0 

38  7  p 

24  15  0 

ProparttoH 

to   tach 
Reprejent. 
19      70 

18    7  6 

14    9  0 
9  14  0 

13     1  6 

24    4  p 

14  10  p 

23  IP  p 

650 

19  ^7  0 
34    4  ^ 

5  16  0 
11     2  p 

S    99 

14    9  9 
7    6  P 

7  12  p 

7  *5  9 

37    1  0 

500 

9  »3  0 
18    3  0 

40  IS  Q 

17  12  p 
12    6  p 

IP  I'j  p 
29  18  0 

22    8  p 
8    6  p 
7  13  p 

17  IP  0 
7  15  0 

38    70 

770 

7  15  9 
9  13  p 

24  ^5  0 

Names 


l» 
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KctiTDgKtfa  Weft 
UtchBctd 

ngroit 
RocbcUct 

Wincbclkr 
Kcccc 

46  TdwaifTprefeatcd  by  34  omob  &piT6:9 
10I  Towns  not  f«preieQt£d  which  pay  370 

This  and  the   fore^ing   taMcwcrc 
Wcntzscnh  Ch^/ad^  Efij,  of  NcwmarkeC* 


4.  o<y(cach^com 
i6  a^rcad^ioc* 


No.  VI. 

Cofy  of  aUlUr  froih  his  ExcfUcncy  Central  'Washin^jtosT, 

»<(?  Thomas  Chi TTBNJ) EN,  -E^itirc. 

rCertificd  by  Tobias  Lear,  Efq.  private  Sccrct^aytotlic 

fxcfiicjit  of  the  Onitcd  States.] 

Pfuladdphia,    ijt  jfanmny^  iy92. 
SIR,  ! 

I  RECEIVED  yoiK  favor  of  tlic  14th  of  November, 
by  Mr.  Browrifon.  You  caimot  be  at  a  lofs  to  know 
whv  I  have  not  heretofore,  and  why  I  cannot  tiow,  ad- 
drefs  you  in  your  public  chara^er,  or  anfwcr  you  in 
mine :  But  the  confidence  which  you  have  been  pleaftd 
to  repofe  in  me,  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  offering 
you  my  fentiments,  as  an  individual,  wilhing  mofl  aidn 
cntly  to  fee  the  peace  and  union  of  his  country  prcfcrveili 
and  the  juft  rights  of  the  people  of  cvcrj' part  of  it  My 
and  firmly  eftablifhcdf  "^   ^  ' 


k 
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It;  is  not  my  bufinefs,  neither  do  I  think  it  neceffary 
pow,  to  difcufs  the  origin  of  the  right  of  4  njimbpr  of 
inhabitants  to  that  trad  of  country  formerly  diliiDguifh- 
cd  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampfliire  Grants,  and 
now  known  by  that  of  Vermont,  I  will  take  it  for 
granted  that  their  right  \y^s  gbo4,  becaufe  Congrefs,  by 
their  refolve  of  the  7th  of  Auguft,  imply  it ;  and  by  that 
of  the  2ift,  are  willing  fuUy  to  confirm  it,  provided  the 
new  State  is  confined  to  certain  defer ibed  bounds.  It 
appears,  therefore,  to  me,  that  the  difpute  of  boundary 
is  the  only  one  that  exifts,  and  that  that  being  rcmov,cd 
all  further  difficulties  would  be  removed  alfo,  and  the 
matter  terminated  to  the  fatisfaflion  of  all  parties.  Now 
I  would  afk  you  candidly,  whether  the  claim  of  the 
people  of  Vermont,  was  not,  for  a  long  time,  confined 
folely,  or  very  nearly,  to  that  tra6l  of  country  which  i^ 
defcribed  in  the  refolve  of  Congrefs  pf  the  21ft  of  Au- 
guft  lad  ;  and  whether,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  your 
own  letter  to  me,  the  late  extention  of  yourf:laim  upon 
New-Hampfhire  and  New-York,  was  not  more  a  polit* 
ical  manoeuvre,  than  one  in  \yhich  you  conceived  your- 
felves  juftifiable.  If  my  firft  queftipn  be  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative,  it  certainly  bars  your  new  claim.  And 
if  my  fecond  be  well  founded,  your  end  is  anfwered, 
and  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  withdraw  your  jurif- 
diftion  to  the  confines  of  your  old  limits,  and  obtain  an 
acknowledgment  pf  independence  and  fovereignty,  un- 
der the  refolve  of  the  21ft  of  Auguft,*for  fo  much  ter- 
ritory as  does  not  interfere  with  the  ancient  eftablifhed 
bounds  of  New- York,  New-H^mpfhire  and  Maffachu- 
fetts.  I  perfuade  my f elf  you  will  fee  and  acquiefce  in 
the  reafon,  the  juftice,  and  indeed  the  necclTity  pf  fuch 
a  decifion. 

You'mufl  confider,  Sir,  that  the  ppint  npwin  difpute 
is  of  the  utmofl:  political  importance  to  the  future  union 
and. peace  of  this  great  country.  The  State  of  Vermont, 
if  acknowledged,  will  be  the  firft  new  one  admitted  into 
the  confederacy  ;  and  if  fuffered  to  encroach  upon  the 
ancient  eftablifhed  boundaries  of  the  adjacent  ones,  will 
ferve  as  a  precedent  for  others,  which  it  may  hereafter 
be  expedient  to  fet  off,  to  make  the  fame  unjuftifiablc 

demands. 


racmand?.  TTujs,  in  tny  pnvate  opmion,  wKtU  ittc- 
[liov^  tb«  Dclegitfts  of  the  Sutes  now  confederated,  to 
do  ample  jufticc  to  a  body  of  people  fufficicntly  ref- 
pcftabic  by  th^ir  nurri^ers,  and  entitled  by  other  claims 
L|o  b<i  admitted  into  that  confederation,  it  becomestbetft 
"llfo  to  iittcnd  to  the  interefts  of  their  conftituenis,  and 
fee,  that  under  the  appearance  of  jufticc  to  oncj  they 
do  not  materially  injure  the  rights  of  otbera.  I  am  apt 
lo  think  this  is  the  prevailing  opinion  of  Congfcfs,  and 
that  your  late  e^itcnfion  of  claim  has,  upon  the  prind' 
j>lc  1  have  above  mcntioriedt  rather  diminished  than  iit- 
crcafed  your  friends  ;  and  that,  if  fucb  cxtcnfioti  fhouli 
be  perfiftcd  in,  it  will  be  made  a  common  caufcj  and 
fiot  confidercd  33  only  a^fting  the  rights  of  thofe  Statct 
immediately  intcreftcd  in  the  lofs  of  territory  ;  a  lefsof 
too  fcrious  a  nature'  not  to  claim  the  attention  of  any 
people*  There  is  no  calamity  within  the  coinpafe  of 
my  foicfight,  which  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  a  nccef- 
illy  of  ccertion  on  the  part  of  Congrct ;  and  confc<jucnt- 
\y  every  endeavour  fhould  be  ufcd  to  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  fo  dffagrceablc  a  meafure^  It  muft  involve  the 
ruin  of  that  State  againft  which  the  rcfcntment  of  the 
Others  is  pointed, 

I  will  only  add  a  few  words  up6n  the  fubje£l  of  the 
negociations,  which  have  bc6tj  carried  on  between  you 
^nd  the  pncmy  in  Canada  and  in  New- York.  I  will 
take  it  for  granted,  as  you  aflert  it,  that  they  were  fo 
far  innocent,  that  there  never  was  any  ferious  intention 
of  joining  Great-Britain  in  their  attempts  to  fubjugate 
your  country ;  but  it  has  had  this  certain  bad  £endenc)', 
it  has  ferved  to  give  fome  ground  to  that  delufive  opinion 
pf  the  enemy,  and  upon  which  they,  in  ai  great  meafurc, 
found  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  that  they  have  nunicrous 
frien4s  among  us,  who  only  want  a  proper  opportunity 
to  fhew  themfelves  openly ;  and  that  internal  difputcs 
^nd  feuds  will  foon  break  us  in  pieces^  At  the  fame 
time  the  feeds  of  diftruft  and  jealoufy  are  fcattcrcd 
among  ourfelves  by  a  condu6t  of  this  kind^  If  you  arc 
ferious  in  your  prpfeflions,  thefe  wijl  be  additional  mo- 
tives for  accepting  the  terms  which  have  been  offered, 
(and  which  appear  to  me  equitable)  and  thereby  con- 
vincing 
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\'incing.  t^  cox^mon  enemy,  that  all  their  expeO;ation9 
of  difunidn  are^ain,  and  that  they  have  been  worfled 
at  their  own  weapon-— deception. 

As  you  unbofoxn  yourfelf  to  me,  I  thought  I  had  the 
greater  right  of  fpeaking  my  fentimcnts  openly  and  can- 
didly to  you.     I  have  done  fo,  and  if  they  Ihould  pro- ' 
duce  the  efFe£b  which  I  moft  fincercly  wifti,  that  of  an 
honorable  and  amicable  adjuHment  of  a  matter,  which^ 
if  carried  to  hoilile  lengths,  may  deftroy  the  future  hap- 
pinefs  of  my  country,  I  (hall  have  attained  my  cnd^ 
while  the  enemy  will  be  defeated  of  theirs. 
Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  rcipe^, 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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C  0  H  HE  C  Tip  N  S. 

In  the  firft  ^eJumc. 
Pagt'J^t  /i«  I9(  ^r  fcttleaientj  rwi^  fen  ti  meat-     Pag-jagti  /in  n 
•  Fid  3tif  for  fraiUy  rtffd  to,     Pff£[f  ii^^it^€%f  (infimp  copies  J  afttr\sm^- 
ftiip,  sddt  the  oLher  jor  atccnaining  the  bojuds  of  thepn. 
In  the  fttibnd  ^volume. 
Page  176;  line  8,  dth  who,     Ptff|^a&8,  i|E)7r  20,  Jor  Major,  «tfi 
Bckadicr. 
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CORRECTION  S- 
la  the  firft  *hime. 
fint  19,  fir  ftuleinentj  reaii  fcntjinenf.     Page  jgi,  /w^  n 
■nu  froiOj  rs^ii  tOr    Pj|:j  liOj  ^Mf  S^  fin /one  copits)  afftr  town* 

ftijpj  jiffff,  rhe  other  tor  afccrtaining  the  bounds  of  tiicm, 
la  the  ftcond  voluoK^, 
Pagr  J76j  ^iw  8j  deU  who,      FiJ^*  «8,  fiwr  Zo,  J^r  MslJotj  rt^J 
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